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HAPPINESS, PEACE AND SOLIDARITY
A COMMUNITY ACTION AND AWARENESS PROJECT

Overview

Home to a multi-cultural community, West Adams features beautiful houses of different styles. They are well maintained even though they 
are in the lowest earning district in the city. Raymond Avenue just got a facelift with a much-needed tree trimming in April 2016. 

I 
live in a beautiful neighborhood surround-
ed by fruit trees, native plants, and homes 
with architectural character. 

Many generations from various back-
grounds live here, and the people are 

friendly. Family homes share space with 
rental properties.

Issues we experience in the neighborhood 
range from trash dumping to gang violence. 

On the lighter side of that spectrum is 
the issue of trash. Pedestrians leave trash 
behind as they walk to and from their desti-
nations. Neighbors don’t pick up after their 
dogs. Renters discard bulky items and don’t 
call the city to pick them up. Haulers dump 
on the outskirts of the 10 Freeway. Gang tags 
deface property, trees, and sidewalks.

How I can I encourage pride in my neigh-

borhood so that we can combat these issues 
together?

Engagement!
As a part of Activate, I learned creative ways 

to approach issues and how to access resourc-
es to alleviate them. My Happiness, Peace and 
Solidarity project is in its nascent stages and is 
a work-in-progress. Milestones will be updated 
on my website: anderichards.com.



M
any things changed once Ralph 
came into the picture. I had to 
fight to stay in my apartment.  I 
had new expenses too, such as 
surgery on his leg, multiple vis-
its to the vet, and his organic, 
grain free food and treats.

Then there were the multiple daily walks. 
I’d never really walked the neighborhood be-
fore Ralph. 

The first thing I noticed was how much 
attention I received because of Ralph. People 
would say hello in English and Spanish and 
inquire about Ralph’s injury. 

It was nice chatting with my neighbors; I 
was no longer just driving through, but actu-
ally connecting to the people and place.

But there was a flip side to my neighbors. 
They generated a lot of trash, and it was on the 
street for days on end. It appeared that certain 
households threw out whatever was in their 
wake - old school tube television sets, mattress-
es, vacuum cleaners, car seats and more. 

My awareness of litter became keener, 
and my inner voice turned into audibly vo-
cal rants. I began to notice food trash. Paper 
bags filled with remnants of Jack-in-the-Box 
combos, and meals bought from street ven-
dors that were half eaten and then discarded 
in their Styrofoam containers.

Still on other parts of my Ralph route I 
saw groupings of cigarette butts, empty beer 
bottles, trash dumped from haul trucks and 
gang tagging.  

The more we walked, the more I noticed 
the duality of the neighborhood. Beautiful Vic-
torian and Craftsman-style homes with mani-
cured lawns compete with unattended rentals. 

People do not pick up after their dogs, and 
dogs are not on leashes.  There are times Ralph 
and I have had to frantically run down streets 
or into a neighbor’s front yard to escape harm. 

One occurrence of trash made the other 
things pale in comparison. A baby, umbil-
ical cord still attached, was found down the 
street, on the corner of a busy intersection, 

Rescue Me

HOLE IN SIDEWALK PRESENTS
DANGER TO PEDESTRIANS

Steve Garcia from the District 8 City Coun-
cil o�ce directed me to the district’s field o�ce. 
O�ce Manager, Vrenely Garcia thought the 
best course of action was to use the 311 citywide 
reporting system to expedite a resolution. 

This hole in the sidewalk is now case 
#1194742101.

ARTISTS FOR CHANGE:
CREATION OF A 311 FLIER

This proposed arts project involves the 
creation of a 311 flier designed by neighbor-
hood children. Frequent use of MyLA311 will 
decrease visual pollution and increase the 
beautification of the neighborhood.

Twenty-fourth street resident Rob Gokee 
uses the 311 app to report bulky items and 

new gang tagging in the area. 
“I wish the 311 app existed years ago,” 

Gokee said. “It’s the fastest and easiest way 
to report things like trash, gra�ti and van-
dalism to the city, and the response time is 
quick as well. The app is updated regularly, 
which makes it easy to report a location with-
out needing an address, and it allows you to 
upload photos of what you’re reporting. The 
city of Los Angeles needs to get this app in the 

Smart - Specific. Measurable. Attainable. Realistic. Timely.

near a church. 
My new connection to the neighborhood 

has transformed me into a loving advocate, 
pushing me to embrace civic participation.

Now, I talk to my neighbors, learn their 

names, their dog’s names. I attend neighbor-
hood meetings and I work to make my neigh-
borhood cleaner and safer. 

I rescued my dog, and he’s rescued me 
from selfish indifference.

Ralph showed up in my driveway about a year ago. He sat in the middle of it so that no one 
could enter or exit without the risk of running him over. He was scratched, bloody, and had 
a broken leg. It was love at first sight.



Painted over the course of several months during the early 2000s, “Evolution of a Community” brought a fractured neighborhood together. 
As of May 19, 2016 the mural is covered in by graffiti and displays gang tags.

hands of everyone with a smartphone.”
The top designs would be selected, their 

work would be presented online and used for 
handouts and mailers to the community. 

The Adams-Normandie Neighborhood 
Association and the Empowerment Con-
gress North Area Neighborhood Development 
Council  have assisted with guidance on this 
project including connections to schools, and 
after-school programs that would be potential 
partners for the “Artists for Change” project.

TRASH CAN ADJACENT TO BUS STOP

West Adams resident, Juanita Clark relies 
on public transportation to commute to and 
from work, and for all of her recreational and 
daily activities.  

“Trash cans would be great, especially 
on Adams and Normandie where the #206, 
#37  buses run,” Clark said. “I have to give the 
homeowners credit, they pick up the trash 
that is left by commuters, but trash cans 
would make a difference.”

When asked what she thinks about mak-
ing this an arts project for kids in the com-
munity she was enthusiastic.

“I think it would be a good school proj-
ect,” Clark said. “I bet if the kids were given 
the opportunity they’d come up with creative 
ways to cut down on trash, maybe even de-
sign a bus shelter with seating.”

I have reached out to the City Bureau of 

“When you grow up in a world where everything resembles the indifference 
of blank concrete, eventually that concrete will feel the expression of 
your frustrations.  I hope more people feel the way I do maybe one day we will 
realize that defunding the arts in school is not the business either.”

Sanitation and the City’s Bus Bench and Street 
Furniture programs to inquire about the pro-
cess for getting trashcans in our neighborhood.

MURAL REFURBISHMENT

There is a mural in my neighborhood 
titled, “Evolution of a Community,” and it is 
located across the street from the Sophia T. 
Salvin Special Education Center at 1925 S. 
Budlong Ave.

According to an April 25, 2004 L.A. Times 
article, “what began as a safety crusade for 
stop signs and security cameras turned into 
an art project that helped the neighborhood 
discover itself.” 

A series of shooting deaths, six in three 
months, inspired the creation of the Bud-
long-Juliet-Catalina Neighborhood Association, 
which successfully lobbied city o�cials for as-
sistance in making the area safer and cleaner.

This mural is a product of that initiative, 
and is of great significance to the commu-
nity. It includes images of several local resi-

dents in the art, including Lucius Jackson Jr. 
who passed away earlier this year.

 “Evolution of a Community,” is staged on 
a large wall. Salvin students see it as they go 
to and from the Special Education Center. 

Liliana Vasquez loves the mural, but says 
gra�ti doesn’t bother her as much as it should.

“I find tagging to be a foretelling of deeper 
social constructs that are in decay,” Vasquez 
said. “When you grow up in a world where 
everything resembles the indifference of 
blank concrete, eventually that concrete will 
feel the expression of your frustrations.  I 
hope more people feel the way I do maybe 
one day we will realize that defunding the 
arts in school is not the business either.”

I reached out to Yami Duarte at the De-
partment of Cultural Affairs mural depart-
ment and she has sent a gra�ti abatement 
request to Public Works. The murals is reg-
istered with the DCA and should have an 
anti-gra�ti coating, which allows for gra�ti 
removal. If it turns out that it is not coated, 
then we go to the next step in the process.



T
here are issues in my neighbor-
hood that I want to help solve, but 
how can I take action?
And, how could I make that action 
meaningful and sustainable?

A friend sent me an email about 
Arts For LA’s ACTIVATE program. 

I was accepted and participated in all the 
workshops they hosted. I experienced the 
venues they were held in, and grew to view 
my cohorts as resources and inspiration.

I learned how to ask the right questions, 
how to incorporate art with activism, and 
how important it is to connect activism to 
existing policy.

My projects are slowly rolling out, but I 
am more confident about how to initiate con-
tact, and what to ask for when outreaching 
for assistance.

My fellow cohorts have been a source of 
encouragement, and a joy to be around. Many 
of us have ideas, passion, and a willingness to 
tackle issues and try new things. 

We’re artists, leaders and doers. 
This fall I will begin a Master’s Degree 

program. During that two-year period I will 
formulate a non-profit organization, which 
will allow me to implement the long-term 
goals I have set for direct community engage-
ment and civic activism.

DOG RUN

Many people in the neighborhood have 
dogs, and many of us walk them around the 
neighborhood and would like to have access 
to a dog run.

There is a stretch of land by the 10 free-
way on 22nd between Normandie and Ray-
mond Avenues that could potentially be used 
for this purpose.

I have brought this up in my neighbor-
hood meetings and plan to join a subcommit-
tee that focuses on land use. 

I will also be attending upcoming Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation meetings to 
learn more about the Park Ballots Measure, 
and Bonds Needs Assessment.

I am also learning more about CalTrans 
and two of their departments, the O�ce of 
Sustainable Community Planning and Pub-
lic Engagement – Emerging Priorities to see 
how I could  work with this agency.

“A DOG’S LIFE”

My hope is to work with local schools to 
implement a lesson plan that would culmi-
nate in either a story or coloring book. The 
book will aim to educate people about re-
sponsible dog ownership. 

The goal is to educate children about 
proper pet care and empower them to teach 
their parents and extended community.

JOURNALISM CAMP

I would also like to teach youth how to 
write, analyze, report, design and ethically 
tell their community’s stories. To achieve this 
goal, I would like to start up a journalism camp 
for middle school children in Los Angeles.

LONG TERM GOALS
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Kimber Smith, Ande Richards and Leslie Ishii participate in ArtsDay at City Hall on April 6, 
2016. Arts For LA is a voice for the arts in Greater Los Angeles that informs, engages and 
mobilizes individuals and organizations to advocate for access to the arts.
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