Palabras de Pasadena
Community Storytelling Project
Palabras de Pasadena was born from a desire to hold on to the rapidly changing community,
culture, places, spaces, people, histories and stories that make-up the city of roses and thorns,
Pasadena. More specifically my hope in creating Palabras de Pasadena was to address the
erasure of the communities that are Northwest Pasadena. As a third generation Chicana and Dena
resident, I have grown up in this city, loved this city and have bared witnessed and experienced the
ways in which this city has erased histories, segregated communities and has failed to provide the
necessary resources for certain communities to thrive.
After returning home and re-connecting to my community, I realized three things: we need
community based public art, we need to preserve stories, histories and cultural memory, and we
need to make it accessible for ourselves.
Palabras de Pasadena Community Storytelling project aims to:
1. Hold community storytelling spaces: ranging from writing circles, filmed and recorded oral
history interviews, and pop-up storytelling booths for community members to share
memories.
2. Utilizing storytelling methods, in both print and media as public art. From murals, to wheat
pasting to sculpture, make our stories accessible and visible.
3. Creating and developing programming with Pasadena public schools and local nonprofits
that work with multigenerational community members that use art as a basis of community
building and focus on the real histories of Pasadena.
4. Preserve stories with accessible mediums through print, permanent public art, film and
recording.
With the goal of transforming the way we view ourselves in relationship to Pasadena and how we
have contributed to the complex and vital legacy of Pasadena. My hope is to utilize Palabras as a
tool for community and coalition building, provide a space for folks to express themselves with the
power of words, create a curriculum to be used in Pasadena schools and accessible to the greater
community and to engage the city of Pasadena with demanding that Northwest Pasadena be
acknowledged as more than just a part of Pasadena prime for development but as a community
that deserves to be invested in with more art that reflects who we are, where we come from and
how we as community members what to see our city grow.

Thus far, Palabras has hosted pop-up storytelling booths with youth and families, by providing a
prompt and typewriter. However, to expand the possibilities of Palabras de Pasadena, I plan to
host intergenerational story telling circles to begin to collect stories and feedback for what others
would like to see and be a part of for public art in Northwest Pasadena and how to utilize our
stories. Below are photos from a storytelling pop-up:
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