
It is essential that local leaders commit to harnessing the power of the 
arts in support of community health and economic recovery. This 

4-step toolkit offers arts advocates the resources necessary to work
with elected officials to pass a resolution in support of arts funding.

4-Step Toolkit

HOW TO GET A

RESOLUTION PASSED

What does a City 
Council resolution 

look like?

Link A is a sample city council resolution and Link B is a fact sheet developed by Arts for LA as part of our #ArtsMakeLA 

campaign. It includes key data and talking points to support your advocacy. 

What is a resolution?

A city council resolution is an informal expression of opinion or
intention of the City Council. How does a resolution get passed? A
resolution is created by a city council member - often in collaboration
with an advocate like yourself. Then, it must be placed on the agenda of
an upcoming city council meeting. Once on the agenda, advocates and
the author of the resolution work to ensure that a majority of city
council members support its passage.

How Do I Reach Out to My

City Council Members?

Arts for LA has a host of tools you can use to advocate for the arts in your district. 
Some sample tools include 1 an open letter outlining your demands,  2 a petition in 
support of increasing local arts funding, and 3 a wave of social media posts and online 
activity calling for public investment in the arts. Because these actions demonstrate 
broad public support for your advocacy, they can assist in securing a meeting with an 
elected official. While these are helpful steps in an advocacy campaign, you can still 
begin the process of passing a resolution by simply reaching out to your city council 
member and their scheduler for a meeting!

What Should I Do After

The City Council Meeting?

Dear Council Member <last name>,

We <or insert name of your organization> would like to schedule a meeting with the Council member to 
discuss the allocation of federal stimulus funds to arts and culture organizations in <insert name of your 
city/region>. Our group <link your petition> is deeply concerned that working artists, cultural workers and 
organizations have been devastated by the pandemic and are fighting to maintain adequate housing, 
employment, and a sustainable art practice. The lack of federal relief has left our creative community 
struggling to cover their basic needs; and in turn leaving the region in search of refuge.

This is an alarming fact as the creative economy supports more U.S. jobs than the legal or public safety 
sectors and generates more in household income and tax revenue than agriculture and mining combined. 
Investment in the creative economy offers a strong return on investment in the wake of COVID-19. Most 
importantly, studies have shown that there is a direct correlation between art and a decrease in anxiety, 
depression. Now more than ever we need to heal our communities – we need the <insert name of your 
city/region> city council to agendize and pass a resolution in support of directing federal stimulus funding 
to arts & culture workers, programs, and organizations.

Our group will be available to meet _____ or _____ (all day). Please let us know what other information we 
can provide to move this request forward. We look forward to meeting with you.

Thank you, 

<Name, position, organization logo>

Template Email

How Do I Prepare 

For The Council Meeting?

Congratulations, you have secured a meeting with your 
elected representative! On this page you will find tips on 
meeting preparation, etiquette, and next steps. These will 
maximize productivity and make the experience more 
enjoyable for you and your city official.

Prepare for Meeting During the Meeting

Confirm the agreed upon 
meeting time with the council 
member 1-2 days ahead to re-
express your appreciation & 
reiterate the importance of 
the upcoming conversation.
Prepare talking points and 
supporting materials so if the 
conversation veers away 
from the initial ask, you are 
able to refocus the mission – 
passing a resolution in 
support of local arts funding. 

Thank the board member for their 
commitment to arts & culture in 
your district.
Tell them a personal story about 
who you are and what arts & culture 
has meant for your community.
Have an agenda  or key statistics 
ready to illustrate the importance of 
arts & culture
Ask them directly if they are willing 
to commit to support local arts 
funding & if they are ready to create, 
agendize, & pass the resolution

Send a follow up email to express appreciation for their time,
reiterate the ask, share your supporting documents, your next
steps, and your intent to stay in communication with them in the
near future. Congrats on a successful meeting! 

How do I convince City 
Council the resolution 

is important?

Dear Councilmember <insert last name>,

It was such a pleasure to connect with you today. 

Councilmember <last name>, we left our meeting encouraged that we have an arts advocate like 
you in City Council. I couldn't agree more with your point of <insert a specific moment of your 
conversation>. We're of the firm belief that if we do not intervene with passing this resolution, we 
will set back an equitable economic recovery for the arts in <insert city/region> by decades. 
Inaction will only sharpen the existing inequities in our <insert city/region abbreviation> economy. 
We hope to partner with you on this effort, Councilmember.

Attached + linked below, you will find the documents that we promised to send your way, 
including: <bullet points can be click through links or attached to the email>

Community Petition.
Fact sheet (attached).
Sample City Resolution.
Info on CA's Creative Corps program, included in Governor Newsom's budget proposal 
(attached). We need a program like this for the City of <insert city/region>.

Thank you Councilmember for your continued partnership. We will keep you and <insert name of 
scheduler or additional meeting attendees> up-to-date on all activities on this effort and thank 
you for expressing your support of our efforts. More to come.

<Name, position, organization logo>
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http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-0002-S54_reso_02-23-2021.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12G0JecdS8GioYOHA1uqNL3Wq1d8XsS4k/view?usp=sharing
https://www.artsforla.org/local_funding_for_the_arts
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r4BJarB_eKTL7sWobgAH55yf4d37RQb4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17ZDyL58oJdKUoq0Qj0ZkKit7rH7agiZk/view?usp=sharing



