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Celebrating 15 Years!

Alicia’s Art Cart
Putting Smiles on
Faces Everywhere!

The landscape of hospitalization and
treatment is changing. There are more
and more out-patient treatments with long
waiting times. Also, there are teens that are
just too ill to leave their hospital rooms and
require isolation. The mobile Art Cart allows
patients to ‘escape’ and take their minds
away from being critically ill. There is a
direct correlation between the power of art
and healing time, through creative outlets
and expression. Alicia’s Art Cart reaches
beyond physical healing.

ARVF reveals its mobile Arts & Crafts Activity Cart uniquely designed for
teen and young adult patients.

In January 2017, ARVF in partnership with A.C. Moore Arts & Crafts piloted
Alicia’s Art Cart to five children’s hospitals: Virtua, Voorhees, NJ; Nemours/
Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children, Wilmington, DE; Salah Foundation
Children’s Hospital at Broward Health, Ft. Lauderdale; and Children’s Hospital
of Philadelphia. A.C. Moore fully stocked the cart with age-appropriate items
hand-selected by the Child Life staff of each hospital. The pilot was a huge
success, bridging the gap for older teen patients, in a children’s environment.
The DiNatale’s have personal experience with their daughter Alicia, who is
the inspiration & namesake of the Foundation. “Alicia loved art! During her
13-month battle with cancer, we went back and forth from hospital to home.
As a 16-year old in-patient and out-patient, there were not a lot of ‘grown-up’
things to do to occupy her time. Alicia channeled whatever energy she had
into doing something creative. We found ourselves running to an arts & crafts
store just to keep her busy, & smiling. We saw that it was an empowering way
for her to express her emotions about the new world around her, which began
to look much different.”
ARVF already has received requests from 13 children’s hospitals eager to
have multiple Art Carts for their teen and young adult population. With their
current relationships with 83 children’s hospitals who already receive Teen
Kits and Bandana Pillows, it will be a challenge in supporting every request.
However, ARVF is making the commitment to provide additional Art Carts, as
well as replenish the supplies quarterly, to as many as they possibly can.
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Board of Trustees

Dear Friends,

Chairman
Mario DiNatale

We couldn’t be any more amazed
that we find ourselves in the midst of
celebrating yet another milestone for the
Alicia Rose Victorious Foundation as
we approach our 15th Anniversary! In
just 15 years, Alicia’s brief life has built a
legacy and has made an impact on other
hospitalized teens like her, both locally,
and across the country.

Vice Chairman
Gary Strain
Treasurer
Carl H. Bagell
Secretary
Leonard J. Wood, Esq.
Members at Large
Diane Belz
Gisele S. DiNatale
Trustee Emeritus
Charles Bailey, M.D. PhD.
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Pediatrics, Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia

Business Advisory Board
Marianne Aleardi
Rob Curley
Dan DiGangi
Debra P. DiLorenzo
Kathleen Federici
Sean Kennedy
Lori Kosyla
Michael Mignogna
Steven Mignogna
Jason Ravitz
C. Jeremy Noll

Community Advisory Board
Maria Palestini Bye
Dean Danowitz		
Kimberly Dickstein, M.Ed.
Richard Scarfone, M.D.
Royer Schwartz
Beth Van Buskirk, BS, CCLS

Staff
Gisele S. DiNatale, M.A.
Director & Co-Founder
Bridget Murray
Program Coordinator
Kathie Murphy
Administrative Assistant

Every year more than 16,000 children
in the U.S. are diagnosed with cancer.
A cancer diagnosis means a disruption
in social and school life, and a lot of
unknowns. Our daughter Alicia was
only 15 when her life was turned upside
down, and our worst fear realized.
Although she received the best medical care and research for her type of cancer,
we witnessed first-hand the lack of age-appropriate programs for teens and young
adults like her. Today, ARVF provides hospitals with much-needed programs like
Teen Lounges, Teen Proms, mobile Arts & Crafts Carts, and more. The best way
we can describe what the foundation does is, we give them something to do while
they wait for the cure.
ARVF provides support for 109 children’s hospitals throughout the country, serving
thousands of teens, however, the need for our Victorious 4 Teens program for
both in-patient and out-patient teens, has multiplied exponentially. In 2014, ARVF
saw the need for the ability to meet the requests for our programs at an accelerated
pace. We launched our first Victorious Champions Annual Campaign, and
have been able to increase funding from corporate sponsorships and individual
supporters by 25%. This immediate source of funding allows us to meet the
demands for Victorious 4 Teens programs.
An important focus in ARVF’s mission is to heighten awareness for teens with
cancer. Teen Cancer Awareness Week kicks off with MLK Day of Service. Over 100
families join ARVF to make and assemble over 500 Teen Kits and Bandana Pillows!
Today, in its 15th year, the Foundation has crystallized into a premier, and oneof-a-kind foundation whose mission not only provides courage and comfort to
hospitalized teens but through its Victorious 4 Teens programs, provides much
needed ‘strength and support’ for these brave teens.
People come into your life for a reason, or a season, or a lifetime. Many of you
stepped into our lives fifteen years ago at our most difficult time; many of you
stepped in later; and there are many more we are still eager to meet. Thank you
for keeping Alicia’s spirit alive and for being “Victorious for Teens!” Your support
makes our work possible. We hope you know what a real difference you have made
in the quality of life for hospitalized teens.

Mario & Gisele DiNatale
Co-founders

The Alicia Rose Victorious Foundation is a New Jersey not-for-profit corporation 501 (c) (3)
governed by the Board of Trustees, established to provide support and administer funds for
the benefit of hospitalized children with cancer and other life-threatening illnesses.
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Our
Thanks to the organizations,
corporations, and
individuals that host
fundraising events to
support our mission. They
make a world of difference
in the lives of hospitalized
children! These events help
provide Victorious 4 Teens
programs for hospitalized
children throughout the
country. They truly are our
Ambassadors!

ictorious Communities
Our Victorious
Volunteers gather
every Wednesday,
sewing, stuffing,
and assembling
Teen Kits &
Bandana Pillows
for hospitalized
teens.
Eleanor Rush Intermediate School,
Cinnaminson, NJ hosted Bandana Day during
Teen Cancer Awareness Week. Teacher, Tat
Monneletto, spear-headed the event raising $2,232.

The Tutoring Club of Cherry Hill
raised $1,000 during its SAT/ACT Prep
Fundraiser in the summer of 2016.

Philadelphia Phillies Phanatic joins Team
Haddonfield Girls Lacrosse ‘Phans’ at the
9th Annual Victorious 5k Run/Walk.

Annual Phillies Suite ‘fun-raising’
event sponsored by Verizon, has raised
over $101,000 over the past 9 years!

The Annual Birthday Bash is
held in October, Alicia’s Birthday
and Heaven Date month. Thanks
to our South Jersey supporters,
this Signature event raises over
$100,000 for hospitalized children
throughout the country.
Hundreds of teens and their families came out

William Allen Middle School (WAMS),
Moorestown, NJ hosts a Bandana Day during
Teen Cancer Awareness Week. Ryan Kent,
Student Council Advisor, with the students, raised
$6,000 for hospitalized teens in the last two years
TJ Brennan of the Lehigh
Valley Phantoms joins
“Team Victorious”
at the 2016 Checking
for Charity hockey
tournament. To date,
under the leadership of
Anthony Orner, Team
Captain, Checking for
Charity has raised over
$11,000 for ARVF!
Kimberly Dickstein and
Ali Gorman, 6 ABC
Health Reporter, attended
Philadelphia Magazine
BeWellPhilly Health Hero
award ceremony. Ali received
an award and named ARVF as
the “Charity of Choice” for the
BeWellPhilly Boot Camp event
held on June 3rd, 2017.
The Youth Leadership
Council is a group of students
ages 13 – 19 who have a strong
commitment in being socially
conscience & responsible. The
YLC meets monthly during
the school year to help lead
fundraising and community
service efforts to support
hospitalized teens. This group
gets to make a difference in the
lives of hospitalized teens with
cancer and other life-threatening
illnesses.

on MLK Day of Service during Teen Cancer
Our Victories are
Awareness Week, to assemble and ship Teen
Kits & Bandana Pillows on January 19th, 2017.
attributed to our
strong communities
who support us in
If you would like to host an event and be Victorious for hospitalized
diverse ways.
children, please contact us at 856-784-0615 or info@arvf.org.

VOICE

ictorious

Page 3

General Information
.  .  .  .  .  .ictorious
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Teens
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Our
A Snapshot of
Adolescent & Young
Adult Cancers
Adolescent and Young Adults (AYA’s) range in
age from 15 – 26. They face cancers that are less
common in adults & children, which leaves them
stranded between two medical systems. The most
common cancers in adolescents and young adults
(AYAs) are: Brain and other Central Nervous System
Tumors; Breast; Cervical; Colorectal; Germ Cell
Tumors; Lymphoma; Melanoma; and Sarcomas.

“I love that
even though
my daughter
is too weak to
get out of bed,
this pillow put
a smile on her
face.”

●●

According to the American Cancer Society, 1 in
285 children in the U.S. will be diagnosed with
cancer before the age of 20.
Almost 16,000 teens will be diagnosed with
cancer each year, and almost an additional
11,000 diagnosed with a life-threatening illness.

●●

Cancer in adolescents affects every ethnic
group, socio-economic class, and geographic
region.

●●

There are 388,000 survivors of childhood
and adolescent cancer. As treatment options
improve, two-thirds will continue to be treated
for a chronic condition resulting from their
cancer treatment(s). As treatment options
improve, doctors are recognizing the longterm health needs of former cancer patients,
including: cardiac; endocrine; developmental;
and fertility.

Why Victorious 4 Teens Programs
Are Important
Teens with chronic illnesses who are hospitalized
often have fears that friends will abandon them and
that their social life will diminish. It is important they
can meet with other teens during hospitalization
to build self-esteem and fight depression.
Adolescent programs and events are a way for
teens with different diagnoses and backgrounds
to come together and continue with their normal
activities. Research shows that Victorious 4 Teens
Programs reduce anxieties that teens face while
hospitalized.
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- Suzanne

- The Roby Family

"It could not have
come at a better
time to help make
my daughter less
nervous about
her treatments.
We played cards
and she read and
wrote in the Teen
Journal."

The Numbers Are Growing
●●

“We are
so grateful
for the joy
brought
to our
patients.”

"The pillow
and teen
kit really
brightened
my day!
Thanks!"
-Sebastian

"Thank you so
much for the
pillow It was
a nice surprise
and yes it did
make me smile."
-Selena

“We are from
out of town
and we don’t
get many
visitors, so
the teen kit
made my
daughter
very happy.”
- Diaz

@victoriousteens
“I spend a lot of time in the
hospital and it really meant
a lot to receive the Teen Kit
and Bandana Pillow”

“It’s always
difficult for
us to find
diverse
activities for
teenagers so
all the staff in
our unit are
appreciative
as well.”
- Alicia

“Thank you again for all your
support in helping to making the
hospital experience more positive
for children.” -Susan
Page 4

Our

ictorious Teens

Teens at Covenant Health enjoying
their new Teen Lounge.

“Nemours Prom Night 2017 was a huge success! It was a night focused
on fun and celebration. One patient who typically uses a wheelchair
refused to be kept down and made his therapists go get a walker! Prom
Night is full of similar stories of teens who transcended illness and
diagnosis to focus on feeling beautiful, young and carefree.”

“The Teen Kit truly made my day during my
first day of chemo. It made me feel special and
cared for. Thank you so much.” - Dakota
“Thank you for providing funds for parties
for our teen patients! We recently held a
Fiesta in Teen Town and the teens enjoyed
fajitas, bingo, crafts, and a pinata! We really
appreciate the support to our teen patients!”

“We finally got to go
to Prom, thanks!”

Mac VanBuskirk loved shopping at AC
Moore to stock up the first Art Cart at
Virtua Hospital in Voorhees, NJ.
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Art Cart project done by 16 year old
ICU patient from Broward Health, FL.

“The number of lives that your gift of a Teen
Lounge has touched is truly astonishing. The teens
dreamed of a space of their own and voiced their
wishes and ideas. Those dreams would not have
become a reality without you.”
- Child Life Staff at McLance Children’s
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“Thanks for
helping us
Grow!”

“Back for a
Second Slice”
“Celebrating
Alicia’s Spirit”

•

•

1st Teen
Lounge opens
at Children’s
Hospital of
Philadelphia.

•

•

1st Teen Kits
delivered to
Children’s
Hospital of
Philadelphia.

2003

2nd Annual
Birthday
Bash finds
a new home
at Lucien’s
Manor, Berlin,
NJ.
1st Wine &
Food Tasting
at Caffe Aldo
Lamberti’s,
Cherry Hill, NJ.

2004

•

•

Partnered
with over 15
children’s
hospitals across
the country!
Over 500
Teen Kits
and Bandana
Pillows
shipped to
hospitalized
teens!

2005

“Banding
Together for the
Future”

“No Stopping Us
Now”
“Our Victorious
Garden Grows”

•

•

Volunteer
Coordinator,
Maria Palestini
Bye, becomes
2006 L’Oréal/
Paris Woman of
Worth.
The
Philadelphia
Flyers Alumni
Fall Classic,
names ARVF
as its benefit
charity.

2006

•
•

•

Philly Intruders
performed live at
the 5th Annual
Birthday Bash.
Voorhees Middle
School Drama
Club raises $6000
for Bandana Day
and presented
a check at the
performance
of Beauty &
the Beast, with
featured artist,
Julia Udine.
Victorydance
Film Festival,
hosted by
Eastern
Regional High
School student
Chad Cooper,
Voorhees, NJ.

“From Sea to
Shining Sea”

•
•

•

ARVF supports
Donna’s
Dream House
in Blackpool,
England.
ARVF reveals
its new nylon
backpack for Teen
Kits supported
by the Domenica
Foundation.
ARVF exhibits
for the first
time at the 26th
Annual Child
Life Conference
on Professional
Issues, San
Diego, CA.

2007

2008

•
•
•

ARVF debuts
its unique
Bandana Bands.
1st annual
Victorious 5K
Run/Walk.
First Student
Advisory
Board is formed
with students
from SJ area
High Schools
meeting
monthly to
assemble Teen
Kits.

2009

Thank You Sponsors & Grants*
THANK YOU for continuing to believe in our mission and our ability to fulfill the wishes of hospitalized teens with programs and
activities to meet their unique needs. Your continued support helps us provide the very best. Because of your support, we were able
to provide strength and support for over 18,000 children and their families. We are so grateful to have you as our partner!

Charles Ramos

Thanks to our Annual Sponsors & Grant Awards!

These awards and sponsors directly support our Victorious 4 Teens programs.
*Received since Sept. 1, 2015
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Thanks to our Annual Sponsors & Grant Awards we received since Sept. 1, 2015. These awards and sponsors, directly support
our Victorious 4 Teens programs.

Our

ictorious Milestones

“Stepping Out,
& Stepping Up”

“Faces of
Courage”

•

•

“Reaching for
the Stars”
ARVF takes to
the road for the
1st Phillie’s Suite
fun-raiser. The
Philadelphia
Phillies opened
the season, and
defeated the
Washington
Nationals in their
1st game of the
season!
During Teen
Cancer Awareness
Week, Buddy
Valastro, ‘The
Cake Boss’
makes a Bandana
Cake for teens &
young adults at
the “Hollywood
Nights” Prom,
Children’s
Hospital at
Montefiore, NY.

2010

•

•
•

Miss America
visits
courageous
teens at the
Teen Lounge,
Virtual Hospital,
Voorhees, NJ.
ARVF finds
new home at the
Voorhees Town
Center in NJ.
The Phillie
Phanatic visits
participants
at the annual
Victorious 5K
Run/Walk.

2011

“ 10th
Anniversary
Birthday Bash”

•

A decade
of giving,
honoring Rob
Platzer & Pepe
Piperno as
our Victorious
Champions!
ARVF reaches a
milestone with
over 400 guests
in attendance.

2012

•

•

•

Monongahela
Middle School,
Deptford
Township,
NJ, celebrates
Teen Cancer
Awareness Week
and featured in
NJEA’s Classroom
Close-up.
Ali Gorman,
Action News
Health Reporter
is VIP Guest
Host at annual
Victorious 5K
Run/Walk.
Teen Lounge
opening at
Children’s
Regional
Hospital
at Cooper,
Camden, NJ in
partnership with
the Ravitz Family
Foundation.

2013

“Changing
Seasons,
Changing Lives”

•

ARVF funds:
F.A.C.E.S &
F.L.A.S.H.E.S.
program at DanaFaber Cancer
Institute, Boston,
MA; a Teen
“Homecoming”
at Children’s
Hospital of
Philadelphia; and
the “Fire & Ice”
Teen Prom at
Nemours Alfred I.
duPont Hospital
for Children,
Wilmington, DE.

“Alicia turns “30”
at the annual
Birthday Bash”

•

•

2014

Philadelphia
Flyers, Captain
Claude Giroux
hosts teens in the
“Giroux’s Crew”
Suite, PA.
ARVF funds
the Halloween
Party & new
Teen Lounge
at McLane
Children’s
Medical Center,
TX.

2015

How Your Support Matters!

The Impact of Your Support

When you donate to the Alicia Rose Victorious
Foundation, your impact directly reaches a
hospitalized teen. We carefully manage every
donation to its fullest, supporting innovative
programs that make a difference.

81% of all expenditures* directly
support hospitalized teens.

How Can I Help?

Mission Fulfillment (81%)
Operations (11%)
Fundraising (8%)

“Be a
Superhero!”

•

•

P.J. Whelihan’s
Restaurant
Group is our
Platinum
Champion for
the second year
in a row.
Dakota
becomes our
Victorious
Voice blog
writer.

2016

81%
Mission
Fulfillment

*Fiscal Year 2016

There are so many ways YOU can make a difference, and bring strength and support to hospitalized children. Here are just a few:
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you
to shop and donate to ARVF at NO cost to you! Amazon will
donate .5% of your purchases to hospitalized teens!
Visit smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1859173.
In Honor of, In Memory of. Honor or remember a loved
one. We will lovingly send an acknowledgment.
Giving Tuesday. Don’t forget on the Tuesday after
Thanksgiving, to donate to your favorite charity …
the Alicia Rose Victorious Foundation!

Major Gifts - Your major gift can have a meaningful impact
on thousands of hospitalized teens with cancer. We accept gifts
in the form of stock, real estate, or beneficiary designations.
Workplace Giving - Sign up with your employer in ‘Employer
Matching Gifts’; United Way; &/or ‘Corporate Charitable Giving
Grants’ programs.
Wish List - To donate Teen Kit favorites, go to our website:
victoriousfoundation.org/Give; Have a Teen Kit Drive.
Auction Items - Have a product or service you can donate for
our charity auction? Contact info@arvf.org or 856-784-0615.

Thank you for providing strength and support to hospitalized teens!
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15th Anniversary Birthday Bash
“The Crystal Ball"
Friday, October 27, 2017
Lucien’s Manor, Berlin, NJ

MLK Day of Community Service
Monday, January 15, 2018
Voorhees Town Center, Voorhees, NJ

SAVE THE DATE!
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15th Anniversary
The Birthday Bash

Crystal Ball
Friday, October 27, 2017
Lucien’s Manor Berlin, NJ

For reservations, visit: VictoriousFoundation.org

Teen Cancer Awareness Week
January 15 – 20, 2018 I Nationwide

Wine & Craft Ale Tasting

Friday, March 9, 2018
Barry Brown HEC, Voorhees, NJ

10th Annual Victorious 5K and
1 Mile Fun Run!
Sunday, May 20, 2018
Virtua Hospital, Voorhees, NJ

8th Annual Phillies Suite Fundraiser
June, 2018 I Citizen’s Bank Park, Phila., PA

(856) 784-0615 . info@arvf.org . www.victoriousfoundation.org
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