
Call your local MP or senator and tell them to support #LetThemStay! 

 

 
Stage 1:  Establish legitimacy as a trusted voice 
 

Steps:  
 Start the call with an experience or moment that connects  

you to the issue 

 Share how your values influence why you care about this  
 
Eg. “My name is [name] and I live in [suburb]. I would like to leave a message for 
[name of MP/senator].” 
“I have just seen the news about the Government trying again to  
send people living in our community back to harm on Nauru  
and Manus Island. I read about babies who have been born here, 
mothers with children going to school in our community, men who 
are living here after being treated horrifically in offshore detention.  
Every day I benefit from the freedom, safety and stability of living 
here, and I think that should be shared with people seeking asylum. 
 

 
Stage 2:  Create space to reflect on values 
  
              Steps:  

 Frame the problem you want to share  
 Describe how the problem impacts on people, how this 

contradicts your values and who is responsible for it 
 

 
Eg. “I believe that we are a compassionate community, but the way our leaders 

are choosing to treat people seeking asylum at the moment flies in the face of 
compassion or fairness. I cannot accept our Government forcing people living in 

our community out of their homes, suddenly cutting off their financial  
support and coercing them into returning to harm on Manus  

Island and Nauru. The Government cannot guarantee safety or  
a future for people already in offshore detention, to send people  
living here in our community there will only cause further harm.   

 
 

Stage 4:  Progressing internalised attitude change 
 

Steps:  
 Invite your MP/Senator to take action that reflects our  

community’s shared values 
 

What will you ask your MP/senator/their staff to do? 
How will that influence the belief that community attitudes  

are shifting? 
 

Eg. “I ask [name of MP/senator] to do the right thing by supporting #LetThemStay, 
and advocating for people’s applications to be assessed quickly in our community so 
people can live here in peace. I would like [name of MP/senator] to pass on my 
request to the Immigration Minister and Prime Minister, and advise me on their 
response – please contact me by [your email or phone number].” 
“I believe that once our leaders start leading with compassion and dignity for people 
seeking asylum, our community can be united and proud in the way we treat each 
other, not divided by fear and ignorance. Thanks!”   

 
 

Stage 3: Transition to shared values 
 

                Steps:  
 Connect people’s values to the issue and establish common 

ground 

 Discuss how things can be different to allow people to consider 
alternatives 

 
Eg. “Our Government can easily choose to let people stay, allowing people to live 

safely here in our community while they finally assess their applications for asylum 
here. When we assess people’s cases fairly and in a timely manner, people can get 

on with rebuilding their lives quickly – surely that’s what we want for anyone, 
especially someone who’s already experienced harm and persecution.  

What do you think?  
I think we should also guarantee safety and a future to people still in detention 
offshore on Manus Island on Nauru so they too can get on with rebuilding their 
lives. Let’s act in line with our values and proudly offer the safety and freedom 

people are asking of us.”  


