
Freedom Network: Permanent Protection

We are a network of people seeking asylum raising community 
awareness about issues that are important to us.

OUR TOP PRIORITY: 
RESTORE PERMANENT PROTECTION AND FAMILY REUNION

WE WANT THE COMMUNITY TO KNOW:

In December 2014 the Government changed the 
rules and took away our right to permanent 
protection and replaced it with a three year or 
five year temporary visa. This means although we 
are found to be refugees we have no guarantee of 
safety or stability. Living with this uncertainty has 
a devastating effect on every aspect of our lives.

“We want to know our future, all the following 
problems can be solved if we have a permanent visa.”

WE CANNOT SEE OUR FAMILIES

A temporary visa will not allow us to visit or be 
reunited with our families. Like everyone else, families 
are our source of love and support and we live every 
day not knowing when we will see them again.

“We are worried about our family back home - it’s not 
safe but we can’t invite them here or support them”

“Our parents are old and sick and we want to see 
them again.”

WE LIVE IN LIMBO

We have been waiting for years to know whether 
we can start rebuilding our lives. We are living in 
limbo with no way to plan a future for our families.

“Now after 3 - 5 years still we have to wait and we 
don’t know what happen for us.”

“We don’t want to waste the best time of our lives 
waiting with no stability or security, but to make 
plans, be active and achieve our goals.”

“We feel the Government is setting us up to fail 
because we don’t have time to become stable, to 
learn, rebuild and give opportunities to our children.”

OUR MENTAL HEALTH

Living for years with the fear we could be forced 
to go back to the harm we left behind, is deeply 
troubling and affects our mental health.

“I’m not thinking about anything else, just visa.”

“The visa situation affects every plan I make, 
[every] thought I have.”

“We want people to understand that we are not safe 
– some of us are stateless – and can’t return home.”

WE CAN’T ALWAYS ACCESS SERVICES

Waiting to apply for protection has also left us 
in social and financial limbo. Like everyone else 
we want to rebuild our lives and are eager to give 
back and contribute to our communities.

“During [the application] period some of us cannot 
study or work – no Centrelink no Medicare until 
we get a visa. How are we to survive?”

“My oldest son can’t study just he stayed at home 
and this is very bad for young people.”

THE CHANGE WE WANT TO SEE:

Asking the Government to restore permanent 
protection is our number one priority as we 
believe it is the key to a safe and secure future for 
our families. We are reaching out to the warmth 
and kindness of the Australian people to support 
us in advocating for the change we want to see. 

“We need protection, not your land.”
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WE ARE ADVOCATING FOR: 

• Temporary protection visas to be 
abolished and replaced with a 
permanent protection visa 

• A fair and just legal and support process 
that is the same regardless if we come by 
boat or other means

• Minimised processing time for people 
applying for a visa

• Opportunities to be reunited with our 
family or visit them in a third country

• Greater transparency, accountability 
and understanding from legal and 
governmental systems

• Rights to education and work throughout 
the whole application process

• Recognition as members of the 
Australian community with access to 
equal opportunities and a pathway to 
citizenship



Freedom Network: Permanent Protection

THE FACTS
• In 1954, Australia signed the Refugee 

Convention and enacted it into legislation in 
1958 with the creation of the Migration Act. By 
signing this Convention, Australia committed 
to offering permanent protection to people 
seeking asylum, regardless of their mode of 
arrival into the country.

• In August 2012, the Gillard Government put a 
freeze on the refugee application process for 
anyone arriving by sea. The applications of 
people who arrived before August 2012 were 
frozen, and anyone who arrived until July 2013 
(when the Rudd Government barred anyone 
arriving by sea from entering Australia) were 
not allowed to apply. This left approximately 
24,500 people seeking asylum waiting in limbo 
to start the application process.

• In October 2013, the Abbott Government 
attempted to re-implement a system of 
temporary protection previously introduced 
by the Howard Government in 1999. This 
was initially stopped in Parliament, but 
in December 2014, the law was passed to 
create a new system of temporary protection, 
introducing three-year temporary protection 
visas (TPVs) and five-year Safe Haven 
Enterprise Visas (SHEVs).

• In 2015, the Government started to gradually 
invite people to apply for asylum, but 
through a different process that imposed 
a 60-day deadline and denies the right to 
a meaningful review if their application is 
initially unsuccessful. This is unlike the full 
review process for people who come by plane. 
By early 2017, around half of the people in 
this group of roughly 24,500 people had been 
allowed to apply. In May 2017, the remaining 
people were all given a 1 October deadline to 
prepare their applications.

• Temporary protection visas only apply to 
people who arrive without a visa - people who 
come with a visa are still granted permanent 
protection if their applications are accepted.

• Temporary protection impedes the capacity 
for people to integrate and settle into our 
society. Temporary visas limit people’s 
education and employment opportunities, 
remove the vast majority of pathways to 
citizenship, restrict people’s freedom to travel 
to see their families, and don’t allow people 
to bring any family members here.

• It has been well-documented that temporary 
visas have harmful psychological effects, as a 
result of factors including a lack of certainty 
about the future, fear of being sent back to 
harm, and inability to properly build a new 
life.

• People who have sought protection in our 
communities have historically been among 
our country’s most successful social and 
economic contributors.

• Our Government can choose to reinstate 
permanent protection visas for everyone who 
it grants asylum, so people can get on with 
rebuilding their lives and participate fully in 
our community.
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