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Voices for nature

Our big goals, fixing the system, transitioning our energy
& a new global deal for nature

Count Me In
—  JUNE 2018

ACF TRAVELLED around Australia to launch
a new conversations campaign at our annual Count Me In events. We shared our plan
to have one million conversations in the
lead up to the next federal election to raise
our voices and votes to stop climate damage.
At the events we asked ACF community
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members to step up and take action by hosting climate survey events in their communities … and they seriously delivered.
Since Count Me In, 115 community climate survey events have been held in local
hot spots across Australia. This is an incredible example of people power in action!

In this
issue
“I am the Lorax. I speak for the trees, for the trees have no tongues.”
Dr Seuss

I WAS TALKING WITH OUR CEO KELLY

Some of the ACF community coming together
to be counted. Photo: James Thomas.

recently about why it’s so important to
advocate for nature. With her refreshing
candour, she said “Nature can’t speak
for itself. We always protect our children
when they’re young — they’re 100 per
cent dependent on us — and nature is the
same”. This resonated with me. Nature
needs us to speak up for it in a world
where habitat continues to be destroyed.
Being a voice for nature is what ACF and
you, our community, have been doing for
over 50 years. And we don’t give up.
Our past few issues of habitat have
explored our people power movement
in a time of great change. This issue, we
celebrate the creatures and trees we all
love and the myriad ways people power is
working. We also shine a light on the need
for new laws as well as money for nature.
Over the past decades, many of you
have been part of nature campaigns to
save icons like the Murray, the Franklin
and the Daintree. You have helped protect
these amazing and inspiring places. Now,
our focus has moved to fixing the systems
that are damaging not just these cherished
places, but entire ecosystems. This shift
from place-based campaigning to systemic
change is explored in my interview with
Kelly on p. 6. Hear from our nature policy
analyst James Trezise about what’s occurring globally to advocate for nature on
p. 24. And our economist, Matthew Rose,
gives a frank assessment of our environmental budget on p. 30.
Poll after poll tells us Australians care
about nature. Imagine how powerful our
shared voice could be if we talked about

our love of nature with those closest to
us, in our communities. This is where
our ‘One million conversations’ campaign
comes in. If you haven’t heard about this
ambitious piece of work, read more in Our
Campaigns on p. 32. By connecting people
to nature and each other, we hope to see
our community of over half a million passionate people continue to grow.
In the words of the Lorax, “unless
someone like you cares a whole awful lot,
nothing is going to get better. It’s not”. Let
me know what you think of this issue:
habitat@acf.org.au or by mail to our new
paid reply address: Habitat, ACF, Reply
Paid 85080, Carlton, Vic, 3053.
Sara,
habitat Editor
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“The future
belongs to those
that prepare
for it today.”
Malcolm X

Letter from the CEO
Kelly O’Shanassy

Southern Corroboree Frog.
Photo: Annette Ruzicka/MAPgroup.

WE WANT TO LIVE in a world where
all living things can thrive — where
the critters we love, like the Mountain
Pygmy-possum pictured on this issue’s
cover, the places we love, like coral reefs
and forests full of big old trees, and the
people we love live well on this beautiful
planet. But right now, the Earth’s living
systems are in peril and almost all
environmental indicators are in decline.
We face urgent and critical challenges,
so our action must be bolder than ever
before. In this issue you’ll hear about our
plans to address this crisis, as advocates
for nature.
Nature degradation and the pollution
of our climate are truly wicked problems.
They have innumerable complex and tangled causes and symptoms. The challenge
is working out where to begin and where
we can have the biggest impact with
limited resources. Over the next few pages,
I outline our four big goals to speak up
for nature, stemming from the ‘drivers of
unsustainability’ research that we featured
in habitat last October.

Habitat loss is a significant
cause of extinction. Without
habitat, animals have no place
to live and life is threatened.
To give nature in Australia what it
needs, we need to stop the bad, like land
clearing and coal and gas mining. We must
mend the broken, by restoring and reconnecting habitat. And we must look after our
habitat, with new laws, well-funded and
transparent management agencies as well
as by standing with and learning from
Traditional Owners caring for Country.
Habitat loss is a significant cause of
extinction. Without habitat, animals have
no place to live and life is threatened. As
Australia’s national environment organisation, we can play a critical role focussing on
habitat and bringing together allies and the
ACF community to advocate and pressure
decision makers to stop the bad, mend the
broken and look after our living world.

Throughout this issue of habitat
we’re proud to feature images
by MAPgroup, an independent
association of documentary
photographers. ACF is thrilled
to have formed a partnership
with MAPgroup to bring nature
to life on the pages of our
publications. See their work at
mapgroup.org.au

Kelly
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Nature unfolding.
Photo: Michael Rayment/MAPgroup.
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Our four big goals — 
on the path to solving
our big problems
IN CONVERSATION WITH ACF CEO KELLY O’SHANASSY
WE ARE MAKING BIG CHANGES IN THE WAY WE WORK TO PROTECT NATURE AND OUR CLIMATE.
By Sara McMillan

YOU MIGHT REMEMBER reading a
h abitat interview last year with Professor
David Griggs from Monash Sustainable
Development Institute. He gave insights
from an ACF-commissioned report that
he co-authored looking at the underlying
causes of environmental devastation. I
recently sat down with Kelly O’Shanassy,
our CEO, to talk about how this research is
transforming the way ACF works.
Our new big goals are ambitious
because they need to be. We can’t keep
putting out spot fires. We face big
problems, so we need big solutions.
We’re addressing the drivers of climate
damage and nature destruction to turn
around the pollution and extinction crisis
we face.
They are:
>> C A RE FOR NAT U RE
From extinction and destruction to
thriving habitat
>> STOP CLIM AT E DA M AGE
From polluting fuels to clean energy

>>

>>

FI X OU R DEMOCR AC Y
From vested interests to people-
powered democracy
T R A NSFOR M OU R ECONOM Y
From short-term greed to an economy
that’s good for life.

Enjoy reading, the world according to
Kelly (and ACF!) …

On ACF’s four big goals — what
they are and why we chose them …
Our first two big goals — caring for nature
and stopping climate damage — shouldn’t
be a surprise. ACF has been working on
protecting nature and climate for over
50 years. We will always focus on those
things; that’s our reason for being.

C A RE FOR NAT U RE
This big goal is also the focus of this issue
of habitat: advocating for nature. It’s something we’ve been focussed on for some
time now. Our ecosystem continues to be
under enormous pressure because vested

1973 was the first time climate
change was featured in
habitat— that’s 45 years ago!
interests are fracking, mining and logging
our habitat faster than ever before. So, we
need to make sure we’re addressing the
systems that are destroying nature. One
of these systems is our weak environment
laws that allow this fracking, mining and
logging to continue without any restraint.
That is why we are working so hard on
changing our laws.
We need stronger laws to protect
and restore habitat because it’s where our
amazing critters live and it’s where we live
as well — sometimes it’s urban and sometimes it’s rural but we all depend on the
planet and a healthy habitat. Right now in
Australia, we are losing it at a rate of knots.

STOP CLIM AT E DA M AGE
We’ve been working on protecting our climate since at least the 1970s. Actually, 1973
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was the first time climate change was featured in habitat— that’s 45 years ago! The
way we produce energy in Australia and
the coal and gas we export to the world is
our biggest source of carbon pollution. So
one of the single biggest changes we can
make is to cut pollution in Australia and
globally. We also know how to do it and
it’s completely, 100 per cent doable. The
country would also be 100 per cent better
if we moved from coal and gas to renewables and clean energy. The Stop Adani
campaign is an important collaboration
across the environment movement. With
Adani itching to dig one of the biggest
coal mines in the world in Queensland’s
Galilee Basin, we simply won’t stand for
it. This is one of the biggest campaigns in
our history.
The two new big goals ACF has chosen
to work on relate to our democracy and
our economy.

FI X OU R DEMOCR AC Y
This goal is about strengthening
Australia’s democracy. This aligns with
our people power focus at ACF. We
believe that, in a democracy, a community
organisation’s power comes from its
people. We wanted to have more people
involved in ACF and we’ve done that
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over the last few years. We’re now half a
million people strong. But, sadly, while we
the people elect governments, donations
from just a few skew political decisions. A
level playing field is essential for ideas to
compete on their merits. In that environment, I am confident that our goals,
which are good for people and planet, will
ultimately win the hearts and minds of the
Australian people, and the people we elect.
However, we are deeply concerned
about the undermining of civil society; the
purposeful destruction to our democracy
that is occurring right now at the national
and state level. Whether that is gagging
charities and civil society groups in what
they can do and say or threatening legal
action and jail if we go outside Australia’s
borders and talk to other countries about
what Australia is doing, for example on the
Great Barrier Reef. We do not accept this.
Recently the Federal Government tried
to take away international donations from
many of our charity friends. ACF wasn’t
directly affected by that attack but when
one of our friends is attacked, we all stand
together. It was a united force just as others stood with us when we were attacked
a few years ago.
The resulting ‘hands off our charities’
campaign has been able to curtail many of

The impact humanity is having
on the world demands greater
transformation than ever before.
those attacks but not all of them. But we’re
sticking together and this collaboration is
now looking at where we go next. Let’s
stop being on the defensive about the
attacks and let’s create the conditions for a
really strong democracy because it’s going
to benefit all of our causes and make this
country much better. That’s happening
right now and we hope that collaboration
will form a really strong part of ACF’s
democracy work.

T R A NSFOR M OU R ECONOM Y
Almost every Aussie job and business
depends on some form of natural resource
but we haven’t been considering the
cumulative impact on those natural
resources and places we love. Economic
activity takes nature for granted and this
has had devasting consequences. In the
name of a developing economy, we’ve
taken too much water from rivers, put too
much pollution into the atmosphere, produced too much waste and cut down high
conservation forests which provide habitat
to critters like koalas and endangered

HOW WE WORK
WE PUSH FOR BOLD SOLUTIONS BECAUSE THE PROBLEMS WE FACE ARE BIG
AND URGENT. WE USE EVIDENCE-BASED ADVOCACY, COURAGE, CREATIVITY AND
COMMON SENSE TO MAKE THIS COUNTRY A BETTER PLACE.

CHANGE
the story
Stories matter. They shape what
people see is possible. That’s why
we’re disrupting the old story that
destruction is inevitable. We are
seeding new stories of hope, courage
and connection to inspire people to act.

+

BUILD
people power
We are building a wave of people who
care and act into powerful, organised
communities. Together, we’re holding
decision makers to account, pushing for
real change and creating a better world.

=

FIX
the systems
We can’t fix the pollution and extinction
crisis one spot fire at a time. That’s
why we’re taking on the big structural
challenges  — laws, institutions and
decisions — so we can keep enjoying life
on this beautiful country.

Our action plan: 2018–2021.

We have to take a systemic
approach to protecting
nature because it’s the big
systems that are destroying
rivers, forests and wildlife.
possums. We know it doesn’t have to be
that way.
We can reset the rules around the
economy so businesses are a force of good
for nature. Think about it in this way:
businesses do a financial profit and loss
statement every year — what if they were
required to do an environmental profit
and loss statement that could determine
how much damage they’ve done to nature
in order to run their business? Right now,
pretty much every industry in Australia
would be recording a loss for nature. But
what if businesses were required to set
targets and actions to turn those losses
into a profit for nature. This could be done
through changing the rules that govern
corporations. They’re the types of systems

we’re looking at changing. We want to
halve the ecological impact of our economy by 2030. This is ambitious but we
are already part way there by starting to
switch the electricity sources that drive
our economy to renewables.

On the importance of running
democracy and economy campaigns …
Our four goals are interlinked. You need a
powerful democracy to be able to change
our economy, protect nature and the climate. Meanwhile, the people who are the
most powerful in the economic system — 
the wealthiest Australians and the business
leaders — are also the people that are having a damaging influence on our democracy, where governments serve big polluters
not the people. We will always make sure
that our economy and democracy work
comes back to our environmental goals. We
will never forget our purpose; we are just
being smarter about how we achieve it.
We hope others follow our lead.
Whether you’re a social group or a foreign

aid group or a union or an environment
group, no one has democracy or economy as their central reason for being. But
a healthy democracy, and a people and
nature-centred economy, is essential for us
all to get our desired outcomes. We must
work together to make this happen.

On the shift from place-based
campaigns to systems …
Throughout our 50 year history, ACF has
worked on many incredible place-based
campaigns. Because of our work, and the
work of our mates in other environment
groups, the Franklin is still flowing, we
have Kakadu as a protected national park
and the Great Barrier Reef is a World
Heritage area. Now, the situation is more
urgent than ever. We want systems that
protect all places in Australia not just one
park or place at a time. And that’s aligned
with our role as a national environment
organisation.
The impact humanity is having on the
world demands greater transformation
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than ever before. We have to take a
systemic approach to protecting nature
because it’s the big systems that are
destroying rivers, forests and wildlife.
That’s why we have decided to work on
the causes of the problem — the systems — 
not just the symptoms.
Working on systems is not always tangible so we run specific campaigns to draw
attention to a system that needs changing.
To give an example, the Stop Adani campaign is not just about stopping one coal
mine or protecting just the Great Barrier
Reef or the Black-throated Finch. It’s about
stopping all coal mining and moving
Australia away from coal and gas and onto
clean forms of electricity production and
exports. We chose the Adani mine because
if built, it would be the biggest mine
in Australia. And meanwhile the Great
Barrier Reef is in grave danger because of
coal-fuelled global warming. We knew we
could build enormous momentum and
draw attention to the bigger issue: that
we must move beyond coal and gas. We
choose campaigns strategically to draw
attention to the bigger systems that need
changing and our goal is to change these
systems.
And of course, we acknowledge and
respect the state conservation councils,
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We are nature’s advocates.
That’s what we do and that’s
what our community does.
national parks associations and local community groups that still do place-based
work. Australia’s unique places are incredibly important and we all love them and
want them saved. We work on the national
systems and other people work on the
places. This work is complementary.

Kelly’s final thoughts …
Nature can’t speak for itself — we need
to do that. The koalas and kangaroos and
trees we love can’t speak for themselves
so they need advocates. And that’s what
we are — we are nature’s advocates. That’s
what we do and that’s what our community does. It’s a wonderful job. We get to
work every day to protect the planet that
we all rely on for life. Our work helps
people as much as nature and that makes
me very happy.

Photo: Krystal Seigerman/MAPgroup.
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Orange-bellied Parrot.
Photo: Annette Ruzicka/MAPgroup.
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Fixing the system:
The urgent need to protect
critical habitat
QUESTION: WHAT DO THE GREY-HEADED ALBATROSS, THE BLACK-EARED MINER AND A RARE PEPPERCRESS
PLANT HAVE IN COMMON? IT SOUNDS LIKE THE START OF A BAD JOKE. BUT IT IS NO LAUGHING MATTER …
By ACF Nature Campaigner, Jess Abrahams

ANSWER: They are three of only five species,
out of Australia’s nearly 2,000 federally listed threatened plants, animals and ecosystems, to have their habitat protected under
our broken national environment laws.

These extinctions are not
simply a regrettable chapter
in Australia’s distant past.
Since 2009 we have lost three
unique animal species.
Australia’s unenviable record
Australia is a land of incredible landscapes,
unique wildlife, ancient forests and beautiful reefs. But for all its natural beauty,
the sad reality is that Australia leads the
world on extinction. It has lost more mammals since the arrival of Europeans than
any other nation, with 27 mammals lost
forever. To put that in context, the United
States has only lost two mammals to
extinction since Europeans arrived there.

These extinctions are not simply a
regrettable chapter in Australia’s distant
past. Since 2009 we have lost three unique
animals. They are the Christmas Island
Pipistrelle, the Island’s only echolocating, mosquito-eating bat, which was last
seen in 2009; the Bramble Cay Melomys,
a small native rodent, which has not been
seen since rising sea water inundated its
low lying Great Barrier Reef island home;
and the Christmas Island Forest Skink
which was common and widespread until
its population suddenly crashed. All three
species are now considered extinct,
despite Australia signing up to global
targets to eliminate extinction by 2020.

Habitat loss is the primary driver
The threats to our wildlife and natural
ecosystems are diverse and interconnected.
Invasive species, bushfires, disease and
climate change are all factors. However,
the primary driver remains the destruction and loss of habitat. In simple terms,

There are less than 2000 swift
parrots left in the wild, and
since 2010, ten of 18 nest trees
have been felled for firewood.
without somewhere to feed and breed, no
animal can be expected to survive. Sadly,
stories of avoidable and ongoing habitat
loss continue.
For example, when Dr Dejan
Stojanovic, researcher from the Australian
National University, arrived at a Swift
Parrot breeding site he had been monitoring for many years, he discovered illegal
firewood cutters chainsawing nest trees.
The site is one of the most important locations for the species in Tasmania. There are
less than 2000 swift parrots left in the wild,
and since 2010, ten of 18 nest trees Dejan
had been monitoring have been felled for
firewood. It is no wonder the Swift Parrot
is critically endangered.
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Extinction crisis
Australia is in the grip of an extinction
crisis. It sounds bad, and it is. But the
good news is that it doesn’t have to be this
way. Extinction is not a forgone conclusion.
Given half a chance, many species can
come back from the brink if we act now to
protect them and their critical habitat and
invest resources in their recovery.
What is critical habitat? It is the habitat
a threatened species needs now, and in the
future, if it is to survive long-term. This
includes foraging, breeding, nesting and
roosting areas, migration corridors and
climate change refuges.

We’ve helped protect iconic
places across Australia, like
Kakadu, Fraser Island, the
Franklin and Daintree — 
but we can’t stop extinction
saving one place at a time.
We need system-wide
change across Australia.
Protecting critical habitat works
We know protecting critical habitat works.
Back in 1973, American President Richard
Nixon signed the US Endangered Species
Act into law. That law is far from perfect,
but one thing it does better than any
Australian law is protect both endangered
species, and their habitat. When an endangered species is added to the US list, the
critical habitat that species needs to survive
is also protected. One high profile example
is the Northern Spotted Owl which had
nearly 10 million acres of its old growth
forest habitat protected from logging.
The unfortunate equivalent in
Australia might be the Leadbeater’s
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Possum which, like the Spotted Owl,
needs large areas of intact forest and
hollow bearing trees to nest and breed.
The Leadbeater’s Possum is so important
it recently made the top ten of the global
EDGE list of ‘evolutionarily distinct and
globally endangered species’, alongside
the Sumatran rhino and the Western longbeaked echidna.

Our laws have no teeth
The threats facing the Leadbeater’s are
well understood. The Government’s own
conservation advice identifies ongoing
habitat loss and deterioration caused by
fire and logging as the primary threat to
the species’ survival. Yet protecting the
possum’s critical habitat under Australia’s
current critical habitat laws was seen to be
of ‘no conservation benefit’ by scientists — 
as the laws have no teeth. The offence provisions for wilfully destroying this habitat
only apply on Commonwealth land, not
the state forests where the Leadbeater’s
are found, which are still being clear-felled
for low-value office paper.
Yet the benefit of protecting critical
habitat, and properly investing in recovery, has been powerfully borne out over
nearly 50 years in the US . Research there
has shown species that had their critical
habitat protected were more likely to be
stable or improving than species without
protection, within two years of the protection. Beyond two years, species with
critical habitat protection were twice as
likely to have improving populations than
those without protection.

We need strong new laws
Protecting critical habitat for threatened
species is a central plank of ACF’s vision
for transforming Australia’s national
environment laws. Under the proposal,

listing critical habitat will be mandatory,
as will the development of threat abatement and recovery plans. A $200 million a
year threatened species recovery fund will
also be needed. Most importantly, the laws
will need to apply across land tenures. This
will require bold national leadership from
a federal government prepared to use its
constitutional powers to overrule state
governments if necessary, as federal governments did in the Franklin and Daintree.
We’ve helped protect iconic places
across Australia, like Kakadu, Fraser
Island, the Franklin and Daintree — but we
can’t stop extinction by saving one place
at a time. We need system-wide change
across Australia. Protecting the critical
habitat for all of Australia’s threatened
species is one simple but far-reaching way
we can do just that.

π Join the movement
Imagine Australia without
iconic wildlife we all know
and love like the koala and
Tassie devil. Losing these
species is a real possibility,
but not an inevitability.
With strong new laws to
protect species and their
critical habitat, plus real
investment in their recovery,
we can turn things around.
Join the movement and add
your voice to the call for strong
new environment laws at: www.
acf.org.au/environment_laws

Styx Valley, Maydena, TAS.

Photo: June Orford/MAPgroup.
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Photo: Margie McClelland/MAPgroup.
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Transitioning our energy:
A nature protection
campaign
IF YOU’VE EVER DOUBTED THE STRONG LINK BETWEEN PROTECTING NATURE
AND RENEWABLE ENERGY, READ ON.
By ACF Climate and Energy Program Manager, Gavan McFadzean

I’M OFTEN ASKED why ACF has made our
Climate and Energy Program one of our
two priority campaigns, with its focus on
replacing digging up and burning coal and
gas with clean, renewable energy from the
wind and sun. It seems a long way from
the protection of Tasmania’s old growth
forests or Murray-Darling Basin flows.
Isn’t ACF about protecting nature
and what do solar panels have to do with
nature protection anyway?
Here’s what.
For 20 years I was a nature campaigner — I worked to protect Australia’s
old growth forests, and the vast tropical
savanna and intact river systems of northern Australia with its Traditional Owners.
But all this work will come to nothing
unless we tackle climate change. You will
have seen the fragile Mountain Pygmypossum on this issue’s cover, and the
stunning Southern Corroboree Frog on
p. 5. These two species are on the brink
of extinction, as their habitat is directly
affected by climate change. The link
between nature and our changing climate
is not tenuous — it’s real and it’s happening before our eyes.
Until the 2000s, the priorities for ACF
and other environment organisations were
squarely focussed on protecting as much

We often focus on the human
impact of this changing climate,
but in reality we must urgently
tackle climate change to
protect our flora and fauna.
of the continent as possible in protected
areas — national parks, nature reserves
and world heritage areas. There is still a
lot more to do on this front. But thanks to
you we were successful in protecting 12
per cent of Australia’s land area.
And while this priority has remained,
increasingly we have turned our attention
to protecting the ‘flows of nature’, such as
river systems between protected areas and
habitat pathways for migratory birds.
Why? I’ve got three words for you — 
the Banded Stilt. I’m not a twitcher but
this little guy sums up the need to take a
continent-wide and climatic perspective
on nature conservation in Australia.
The Banded Stilt can survive most of
its life in highly modified landscapes — 
if you’ve strolled along St Kilda Pier
in Melbourne you’ve probably seen
one. But to breed they need the tropical monsoon, 3,500 kilometres away in
northern Australia, to be large enough to
flood the usually dry river systems of the

continent’s interior and inundate the vast
shallow salt lakes of the Lake Eyre basin.
No one knows how a Banded Stilt frolicking around St Kilda Beach knows that
Lake Eyre has flooded and then makes
the trek thousands of kilometres to breed
there — but that’s where they go.
So, to protect the Banded Stilt you
don’t need to protect its typical habitat
in southern Australia as much as the
river systems of northern Australia along
with maintaining the climatic patterns
that deliver a reliable northern tropical
monsoon. A national park doesn’t help the
Banded Stilt. Maintaining a safe climate
does.
July 2017 to July 2018 was the hottest
year on record in Australia. Last winter
more than 260 records were broken for low
rainfall and high temperatures. In July,
Africa had its hottest day ever recorded — 
a sweltering 51.3°C in Algeria. In the past
year so did every corner of the globe, from
LA to Glasgow. In April, Pakistan had
the hottest day in the world since records
began, and in June, Oman had the hottest
night. Ever. Every month, records tumble
somewhere around the globe.
Australia’s average temperature has
increased by about 1°C since the start of
the 19th century. We are now experiencing
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longer, more frequent and more intense
heatwaves, more extreme firestorm
weather and longer fire seasons, as well as
changes to rainfall seasonality.
And while we often focus on the
human impact of this changing climate,
we must urgently tackle climate change to
protect our flora and fauna.
Globally we are now entering the
sixth extinction crisis, and the first due to
human activity including climate change.
The current rate of species extinction is 100
to 1,000 times higher than natural rates.
According to a National Academy
of Sciences report in May, humans make
up 0.01 per cent of all biomass on earth.
Eighty-three per cent of wild animals and
half the plants are already gone. Of the
birds that are left, 70 per cent are poultry
and other farmed birds. Of all mammals
only 4 per cent are now wild, the rest are
livestock and pigs.
It’s expected that the species left may
lose 50 per cent of their geographic range
by the end of the century due to climate
change.
And this is compounding the fact that
over the last 230 years, humans have had
a devastating impact on diversity here
in Australia, where we already hold the
record for mammal extinctions. We are
also one of the most climatically variable
places in the world, which is one of the
main reasons why our natural systems and
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species are some of the most vulnerable to
climate change.
As part of ACF’s climate and Stop
Adani campaigns we have raised the
alarm about the plight of the world’s largest living organism, the Great Barrier Reef,
but it is not the only Australian ecosystem
under threat.
Research, published in Nature Climate
Change, describes a series of sudden and
catastrophic ecosystem shifts that have
occurred recently across the continent.
These changes, caused by the combined
stresses of gradual climate change and
extreme weather events, are overwhelming the natural resilience of Australia’s
ecosystems.
Evidence includes the collapse of
wildlife and plant populations, localised
species extinction, the loss of ecosystems
and the invasion of native and introduced
plants and animals into other ecosystems.
As climate change accelerates, the
magnitude and frequency of extreme events
is expected to increase, and intervals
between these events to shorten, straining
the natural resilience of ecosystems and
the flows of nature to cope and adapt.
Ecosystems that have recently experienced catastrophic changes include the
Gondwanan refugia which was destroyed
by wildfire ignited by lightning storms in
2016; dieback of floodplain forests along
the Murray River following the millennial

drought in 2001–2009; large-scale conversion of alpine forest to shrubland due
to repeated fires from 2003–2014; and
mangrove dieback across a 1,000 kilometre
stretch of the Gulf of Carpentaria after a
weak monsoon in 2015-2016.
Once an ecosystem goes into steep
decline there are potentially irreversible
consequences. Apart from their intrinsic value, these areas can no longer as
effectively supply fish, sequester carbon,
supply water or provide economic benefits
through tourism.
This is why ACF’s push to transition
our energy system, responsible for one
third of our carbon pollution, is also a key
nature protection campaign. Solar panels
and wind farms with battery storage,
electric vehicles and clean transport and
efforts to reduce our energy consumption
are some of the most important changes
we need to make if we are to protect the
web of life here in Australia and around
the world.

Once an ecosystem goes
into steep decline there
are potentially irreversible
consequences.

Photo: Margie McClelland/MAPgroup.
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Book review
By ACF CEO, Kelly O’Shanassy

THE COAL TRUTH: THE FIGHT
TO STOP ADANI, DEFEAT THE
BIG POLLUTERS AND RECLAIM
OUR DEMOCRACY
BY DAVID RITTER
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“COAL is the single greatest threat to
civilization and all life on our planet,”
writes David Ritter in his book ‘The Coal
Truth: The fight to stop Adani, defeat the
big polluters and reclaim our democracy’.
This book is a timely contribution to one of
the most important struggles in Australia’s
history — the fight to stop the opening of
the vast Galilee coal basin.
David Ritter, CEO of Greenpeace
Australia and friend of ACF, recounts the
past six years of the campaign to Stop
Adani and move Australia beyond coal,
and what happened to make this campaign one of the largest Australia has
ever seen. But this is more than a history
book. Motivated by the world his young
daughters will inherit, Ritter writes from
the heart, powered by a sentiment that
many of us share — to protect the people
and places we love.
Former ACF President Peter Garrett
says of this book, “This intimate, compelling and deeply layered reflection lays out
what is at stake for Australians and the
planet as a massive expansion of coal mining — starting with the controversial Adani
project — threatens to turbo charge climate
change. Compulsory reading.”
Ritter draws in specialist voices to
bring to life to The Coal Truth, including Tara Moss and Berndt Sellheim,
Adrian Burragubba, Lesley Hughes,
John Quiggin, Hilary Bambrick, former
ACF campaigner Ruchira Talukdar and
past president Geoffrey Cousins. Geoff

The Coal Truth demonstrates
that there is no safe, livable
future that involves digging
up and burning more coal
recounts the rather entertaining story of
his mad dash trip to India to tell Mr Adani
that Australians don’t want his coal mine.
Read an excerpt from his story over the
next few pages of habitat.
The Coal Truth demonstrates that
there is no safe, livable future that involves
digging up and burning more coal and
that a fast and fair transition to clean
energy is our future. Ritter doesn’t shy
away from the sobering reality of climate
change, warning that “the consequences
of inaction has already been great loss.
People have died, species have been
driven to extinction and ecosystems devastated”. But he challenges us to “eschew
the traps of both denial and despair” and
to “simultaneously hold in our minds the
awful truth and the sunlit possibilities of
the world that is still ours to create”.
The Coal Truth echoes my own sentiment, that through acting on the climate
crisis, we create something better for all
living things.

π More details and how to
purchase the book at:
www.uwap.uwa.edu.au

Photo: Michael Rayment/MAPgroup.
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To India, with love …
for our reef

IN THIS BOOK EXTRACT, GEOFF COUSINS TRAVELS TO INDIA WITH A HIGH PROFILE DELEGATION TO
DELIVER A LETTER SIGNED BY 90 PROMINENT AUSTRALIANS TO ADANI CHAIRMAN, GAUTAM ADANI
URGING HIM TO INVEST IN CLEAN ENERGY NOT A NEW COAL MINE.
By Geoff Cousins

OUR DELEGATION was small but diverse in
character. It included a Queensland farmer
who had never travelled out of Australia
before, a Great Barrier Reef expert and
activist, and a tourist operator from the reef.
None of us had ever met before and the
group had been assembled at the last minute, much like the letter from the 90 citizens
which was compiled in less than a week.
Our major initial problem was
that we had no idea where the premier
(Queensland Premier Annastacia
Palaszczuk), who was travelling with a
group of local mayors, would be at any
given time — which made interception
rather difficult. Enter the journalist from
my initial interview.
I had asked him if he would be covering the premier’s visit. He confirmed this.
I rang him the next morning offering to
meet with a few juicy quotes I had forgotten to deliver. “Not possible,” he said, “I’m
no longer in New Delhi.” Nor were we as
it happened, but I didn’t reveal this. We
were in a town called Ahmedabad in the
province of Bujharat — the headquarters
of Adani and the hometown, coincidentally, of both Gautam Adani and prime
minister Narendra Modi. I offered to
come wherever the journalist was, but he
said he was far away in the town of Bhuj,
towards the Pakistan border. As we were
driving around Ahmedabad, about to try
to deliver our letter to Adani, I googled
Bhuj. It was the closest airport to Mundra,
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the Adani port where the premier and her
mayors were obviously heading. Google
also provided flight times in and out of
Bhuj connecting with an international
airport. There was only one morning
flight each day coming from Mumbai and
arriving at 7.30am. She and the mayors
must be on it, I reasoned, and we had to
be there — to welcome her as only Aussies
can do.
It is impossible to enter an airport in
India without a valid ticket to depart on
a flight about to leave. We bought two
tickets on the 8am flight to Mumbai. These
would be useful if we could get to Bhuj,
but there was no flight from Ahmedabad
and we were about seven hours drive
away with a busy and risky day ahead
of us at the Adani headquarters and
elsewhere.
Our ground crew in India had instructed us not to try to enter the Adani head
office and certainly not to alert the media
to be outside. According to them, it was
illegal to hold a press conference in the
street and we would be arrested or worse.
They said the press wouldn’t attend in any
event. We ignored these remarks and set
off, after I spoke to Gautam Adani’s PA
and told him we were on the way, despite
his claim that his chairman wasn’t in the
country. He was, I replied, because he was
meeting the premier the next day.
When we arrived at the Adani office
building, there were many press and TV

crews gathered in the street along with
an equal number of security people who,
remarkably, allowed us to enter the premises. A young woman on the reception
desk said she was authorised to accept our
letter. Unfortunately, I replied, I could only
give it to a senior executive of the parent
company. She insisted on her statement
and I on mine. “Do you have a business
card?” I asked. She did not. “Therefore I
cannot give it to you as I must be able to
identify the recipient.”

The only copy of our famous
letter in my possession was a
somewhat tattered page signed
only by me, but I presented it
as if it were the Magna Carta ...
The stalemate was broken by the
arrival of the director of corporate affairs.
I gave him my business card and, somewhat reluctantly, he returned the compliment. The only copy of our famous letter
in my possession was a somewhat tattered
page signed only by me, but I presented
it as if it were the Magna Carta and then
we proceeded immediately into the street
to hold our “illegal” press conference. I
held up the Adani director’s card so he
could be properly identified — I thought
he would want that. And then we were
chased off the street by a multitude of
security persons. I asked one of our

ground crew if he was police or Adani
security and he replied, “one and the
same”.
Now we needed to get to Bhuj fast
but the only possibility was a seven-hour
drive through a blighted, dystopian
landscape of industrial wasteland and salt
farms. This was not the India of maharajahs’ palaces converted into luxury hotels
or flower ceremonies on the Ganges. But
we made it to Bhuj late in the evening,
undernourished and on edge.
The two of us who had agreed to enter
the airport arrived the next morning with
our small bags packed as if we were bona
fide travellers, presented our tickets and
were duly admitted into the airport. The
premier, according to my calculations,
would arrive in about half an hour. We
were sitting alone in the vast entrance
foyer and who should enter but the Adani
welcome group with dancers and drummers. They weren’t there to welcome us,
but the leader immediately came to me
and asked, “What are you doing here, Mr
Cousins?” I had never met him but he
obviously recognised me from press coverage. “Heading for Mumbai,” I replied,
somewhat evasively. “Travel well” was
his only comment as he led the girls with
floral leis away to another area.
But now the police approached us.
Our plane was about to depart — why had
we not made ready to board? Thinking as
quickly as I could with adrenalin pumping
into the autonomic nervous system, I said
that one of our colleagues hadn’t arrived
and we couldn’t leave without him. My
partner-in-crime picked up the cue and
tried to reach this imaginary person on her
phone. We were now in a federal security facility on a doubtful mission with
statements that may not have been entirely
accurate. The police insisted we board our
plane, but we dithered and dallied and the
plane left without us — so we were asked
to leave the airport.

“Adani is a company that
never bothered to meet
environmental conditions
in its own country, why
do you imagine they
will do so in yours?”
Serendipity is a lovely word, but its
outcome is seldom experienced in real life.
This day it was. As we left the terminal,
under the watchful eyes of the police, so
did the premier and her extensive entourage. I was able to manoeuvre around the
media pack and the minders and greet her
at the door of her car as the TV cameras
caught the somewhat surprised expression
on her face. The pictures ran right across
India and Australia.
In many ways, neither this successful
interception nor the presentation of the
letter to Adani was the most important
part of our delegation’s journey. We met
with Jairam Ramesh, former minister for
the environment of India, who gave us the
compelling quote: “Adani is a company
that never bothered to meet environmental
conditions in its own country, why do you
imagine they will do so in yours?”
We met with a lawyer who had conducted over 60 court cases against Adani
and he showed us satellite photos of coastline which he claimed Adani had “illegally
reclaimed over many years”. He told us
the story of a lighthouse that was several
kilometres from the sea. It had been built
on a sea cliff, as most are, but there was
speculation that more illegal reclamation
on a massive scale had stranded it well
away from any useful purpose. We weren’t able to verify this but the story stuck
with me.
More importantly, we met with
those Indigenous fishing communities
whose lives and livelihoods had been
destroyed by Adani development. They
told us of broken promises of employment

and compensation and took us on the
back of motorbikes down a rough bush
track — now their only access to the sea.
To our right, the line of mangroves (those
essential plants that are the guardians of
the land against infertility from salination)
had completely disappeared under industrial spoil. To our left were mangroves
remaining but they were of a kind I had
never seen. They were black mangroves.
When I touched the leaf of one, my fingers
were blackened. Coal dust and more illegal reclamation had blighted the landscape
and polluted the sea, greatly reducing the
fish catch to below subsistence.
This was Adani at work. This was
the company we were welcoming into
Australia, the company the federal government wanted to fund and the Queensland
premier wanted to lunch with. I wondered
if there was fish on the menu.
The campaign against the Adani
mine is unique in my experience of major
environmental battles. Most are “placebased” campaigns in one way or another:
“don’t dam this river”; “don’t pollute this
groundwater reserve”; “build this gas hub
somewhere other than in a wilderness
area”. The Adani proposal is different and
touches on all the major environmental
issues of our time, from climate change to
global warming, from shifting from fossil
fuels to renewables to the direct and indirect impacts on the Barrier Reef.
It has become a symbol of what is
wrong with so much of the government
policy in this country and elsewhere and
that is why the campaign has attracted
such widespread and passionate support.
This is an edited extract from David Ritter’s
The Coal Truth: The fight to stop Adani, defeat
the big polluters and reclaim our democracy
($29.99, UWA publishing)
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Photo: Krystal Seigerman/MAPgroup.
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A new global deal
for nature?
WE’RE TALKING ABOUT THE CBD, BUT NOT AS YOU KNOW IT …
By Nature Policy Analyst, James Trezise

RECENTLY I found myself staring at my
young daughters thinking about the future
they will inherit. I think it is a moment
that most responsible adults have, a concern for the generations that come after us.
I sat and wondered whether they would
get to enjoy the beauty of the Great Barrier
Reef, or whether common species that
we go out and spot in bushland near our
home would slowly slip away into oblivion. If it sounds gloomy, that’s because it is.
But what got me thinking about this was
the fact that since 1970 we have lost more
than half of the world’s wildlife populations. And by 2020 they are projected to
have decreased by 63 per cent.
It’s clear the world is facing a loss of
wildlife that is unprecedented in human
history. We are in the grip of the world’s
sixth mass extinction event. Species loss is
occurring at least 1,000 times the natural
rate. As one of the most diverse places in
the world Australia has the most to lose.
Sadly, we lead the world on species loss,
with more animals declared extinct than
any other nation and three recent animal
extinction events. This is not some historical problem, it’s here and now.
Like almost all environmental problems, the challenges facing biodiversity
across the globe are complex and wicked.
They include habitat destruction, pollution,

The world came together in Paris
to agree to ambitious targets
to limit dangerous climate
change — can the same be done
to stop our extinction crisis?
over-hunting, disease, invasive species
and of course climate change. At the heart
of many of these challenges is an outdated
economic system, which prioritises industrial growth irrespective of the social and
environmental costs.
We know that to solve this problem we
need strong action at the local, national
and global levels. That ambition for environmental protection on the international
stage can have significant bearing on our
policies and politics at home. Now, more
than ever, we need an engaged community
that will stand up for the places and wildlife we love. The world came together in
Paris to agree to ambitious targets to limit
dangerous climate change. Can the same
be done to stop our extinction crisis?

The Convention on
Biological Diversity
In 1993 Australia ratified the United
Nations Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD). It was a landmark agreement that set out to chart a new path to

global sustainability. The CBD has now
been signed by every country in the world
bar the United States.
One of the key features of the CBD is
the establishment of global conservation
targets. The first iterations of these were
agreed at the 2010 meeting of the convention in Nagoya, Japan. Known as the Aichi
Targets, the CBD set 20 global goals to be
met by 2020, which included targets to end
extinction, protect 17 per cent of the land,
halve the rates of deforestation and end
subsidies that damage the environment.
For their part the Aichi Targets were a
bold statement, but have largely failed to
translate into meaningful action.

What it means for Australia?
The CBD plays an important role in
Australian environmental policy. Under
its constitution, our federal government
is given the power to protect threatened
species and ecosystems and ensure we
have a robust protected area network. It
also sets the framework for our national
conservation policies.
The Australian Government’s Draft
Strategy for Nature is our domestic
implementation strategy of the CBD.
Unfortunately, the draft strategy made the
front pages of the newspapers in February
for all the wrong reasons. The draft was
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heavily criticised by a range of groups,
including ACF, for its lack of ambition,
targets, funding or detail.

Biodiversity’s equivalent
of the Paris Agreement
While the environment movement’s roots
are firmly grounded in the protection
of nature and biodiversity, the global
extinction crisis has lacked the profile of
the climate debate over the past decade.
However, this is beginning to shift as the
urgency of the challenge becomes increasingly clear. Nature is in decline and it is up
to people like us to protect it.
With the expiration of the Aichi
Targets, a process is underway to design
the next global framework for biodiversity
under the CBD, which will be decided
at a meeting in Beijing in 2020. There is
hope the post-2020 framework will be
what some scientists call a new deal for
nature. In effect, Beijing is shaping up to
be biodiversity’s equivalent of the Paris
climate accord.
The old adage says Rome wasn’t built
in a day, and neither are international environment treaties. Scientists, civil society
and government officials have already had
a number of interim meetings discussing
new post 2020 targets for nature, but
the talk has largely been theoretical and
procedural. The bigger discussion on the
framework will kick off this November
when the CBD has its conference of parties
in Egypt.
So what kinds of nature protection
targets are being discussed at the moment?
The most prominent concept is
‘half-earth’, which seeks to protect and
conserve half the earth for nature. It is
a bold vision for our future built on the
work of ecologists like E.O. Wilson and
Harvey Locke. A landmark paper last
year by 49 scientists explored the feasibility of half earth. In fact some countries
are actively adopting it, including the
Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan. However,
the half earth concept is not without its
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critics, who have viewed the proposal as
totemic and unrealistic, and fundamentally problematic because it views people
and nature as separate and therefore in
competition.
Another emerging field of thought,
coming from scientists at the University
of Queensland, is the protection of large
intact forests and development of global
nature retention targets. Similar proposals
exist for identifying and protecting Key
Biodiversity Areas (a new IUCN classification) and other areas of critical habitat.
And there is nothing to say we can’t do all
these things in combination.

Nature is in decline and it is up
to people like us to protect it.
One explanation as to why we have
failed to meet our existing Aichi Targets
is that biodiversity conservation is still
viewed as a niche issue within governments, business and society more broadly.
In fact the word ‘biodiversity’, which
simply means diversity of life, has been
shown to be a barrier in communicating
more broadly on conservation.
Irrespective of the ambition of new
nature targets, they will be meaningless
without the engagement of leaders, whether that’s community leaders, CEOs or the
prime minister. And we have learned that
the way to make the people in power care
is to show them that we do.
Geopolitically Australia is a middle
power, but as a nation we can be (and
sometimes are) obstructive in international negotiations. There is a lot to happen
between now and the Beijing meetings
in 2020, including a federal election.
The question we all need to ask our
political leaders is clear: will you ensure
Australia supports strong international
targets to protect nature and prevent
extinction in 2020? If you do, I’m sure
my daughters, and the next generation
of Australians, will thank you.

AUSTRALIAN CONSERVATION FOUNDATION
INCORPORATED
52nd Annual General Meeting

CELEBRATING OUR
ACHIEVEMENTS
Save the Date: 6.00 pm on Friday
23 November 2018, in Melbourne
ACF’s greatest strength is our
community: over 500,000 people who
speak out, show up and act
for a world where forests, rivers,
people and wildlife thrive.
Join ACF President, Board,
Council and staff at our 2018 AGM.
Hear about the achievements
and challenges of the past year.
Welcome our new 2018 ACF Council.
The agenda will include reports from
the President, Chief Executive Officer
and Treasurer, items submitted by
members and the 2018 ACF Peter
Rawlinson Conservation Award.
Proposals by members for agenda
items must be made in writing, signed
by at least five ACF members, and be
addressed to The Honorary Secretary:
E: executive.support@acfonline.org.au
or mail ACF, Level 1, 60 Leicester
Street, Carlton Victoria 3053. Agenda
items must be submitted by midday
on Thursday 25 October 2018.
The agenda will be available
on the ACF website, and on request
from Jane Macaulay after midday,
on Friday 2 November 2018:
E: executive.support@acfonline.org.au
T: 03 9345 1233

Tasmanian Devil. Photo: Annette Ruzicka/MAPgroup.

Thousands of missing creature
alerts lodged: a Senate extinction
inquiry launched
RIGHT ACROSS THE COUNTRY, THE ACF COMMUNITY LODGED THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF MISSING
CREATURE ALERTS WITH THEIR LOCAL MPS. THE ACTION HELPED SPARK A SENATE INQUIRY INTO AUSTRALIA’S
UNFOLDING EXTINCTION CRISIS.
OUR COMMUNITY is amazing! Right across
the country, the ACF community lodged
thousands and thousands of missing
creature alerts with their local Members of
Parliament.
Like Marie from Sydney, who wrote,
“I am extremely concerned about habitat
destruction in Australia. Please push your
party leader for stronger national environment laws to protect the places and
wildlife we love.”
And Sam, who said, “I am 17 years of
age, and I plan to travel and see the world
when I graduate high school. I fear that we
are losing our environment at such a rapid
rate that I will not be able to experience our

native flora and fauna when I travel around
Australia. Please, on behalf of the young
people, hear us now before it is too late.”
And Donna: “Once these animals are
gone — they’re lost forever. Now is the time
to act before it’s too late.” Rosy-cheeked
Palm Cockatoos, fluffy numbats and shy
legless lizards can’t travel to Parliament
House to ask for protection. Thanks to all
of you for speaking out for them.
Because so many people in our community have spoken out, the Australian
Senate has launched an inquiry into
Australia’s unfolding extinction crisis.
The Senate inquiry shows our hard
work is starting to pay off. Our elected

representatives are starting to join the
dots between extinction and our weak,
outdated laws. Submissions to the inquiry
closed on September 10 — three days after
thousands of Australians descended on
Parliament lawns to take a Stand Against
Extinction in a huge rally for strong new
environment laws.
We can’t let extinction be invisible. We
can’t let our beloved birds, bats and bettongs continue to disappear until one day,
the last lonely creature is gone forever.
Together we can turn this around and the
inquiry is a big break for our unique wildlife, ancient forests and beautiful reefs.
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The secret world of
a suburban hunter
COME ON AN URBAN JOURNEY WHERE CITIZEN SCIENCE MEETS A FIRM LOVE OF NATURE.

Photo: Lucy Farmer.

By Lucy Farmer

I BECAME A NIGHT-STALKER after an unexpected visitor on Christmas Day, 2016. As
the mercury hit 40, a heat-stressed tawny
frogmouth alighted on the screen door in
my porch. There it stayed in full view until
nightfall. By that time, I was hooked.
I live in the Bayside suburb of
Beaumaris, 20km from Melbourne’s CBD
in an area known as the sandbelt. Once
covered by heathland, reserves now protect
the remnant vegetation. Fortunately, 80 per
cent of the street trees are still indigenous.
Tawny frogmouths have survived the
urban assault of concretisation, cars and
cats. Largely unnoticed, they share my
local reserve with rowdy kids, dog walkers and footballers.
Often mistaken for owls, frogmouths
belong to an order which includes nightjars.
They are roughly the size of kookaburras
with weak feet which distinguish them from
raptors. The flattened, hooked bill with froglike gape is massive and distinctive.
Determined to find my Christmas visitor, I set out with eyes swivelled up. After
several days I struck gold. Not one, but
three frogmouths were perched together
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in a flowering gum beside the reserve.
My study had started.
Once my eye was in, everything
became easier. I soon learned that frogmouths don’t By
move
far,Farmer
often roosting
Lucy
on the same branch. I mapped their day
perches, and within six months I had discovered a second pair close by.
Frogmouths are hard to spot even
when you know where to look. They
may crouch lengthwise along a branch
or wedge themselves in tree forks.
Sometimes two or more birds meld
together as one. When disturbed they
mimic ‘broken branches’ or stand tall
and fix you with a decidedly-hostile stare.
Always chameleonic, they can also reveal
an appealing, benign demeanour. They
morph between nightjars, night hawks,
owls and fluff balls.
There is daily drama in the life of a
frogmouth. I’ve watched them endure
searing temperatures, wind, rain and even
hail. They sit tight when harassed by noisy
miners and the dagger-like bills of butcher
birds. They are unfazed by chainsaws, leaf
blowers, loud chatter and football games.

Reluctant to fly in daylight, I’ve only seen
them move perches to avoid extreme heat.
The real magic for a tawny watcher
comes at dusk when frogmouths leave
their roosts on silent, velvet wings.
Emboldened by darkness, they allow
me to follow their short flights between
hunting perches. They now sit upright,
their round heads and wide eyes evoking
owls. The pairs stay close as they swoop to
the ground for insects running the gauntlet of foxes and cats.
Now I have hunted with frogmouths,
I have a new ambition. This season, I am
determined to observe a nest. With two
pairs in my sights most days, the signs are
hopeful.
Lucy Farmer is a longstanding ACF m
 ember
as well as former ACF communications director.

π Inspired to get to know your
feathered neighbours? The
Aussie Backyard Bird Count
is on from 22–28 October
www.aussiebirdcount.org.au

DIARY2019

2019 Diary
on sale now!
Be awed by the incredible diversity of life in Australia
—this ancient island continent, its seas and waters,
its unique creatures and country.
In 2018, the much loved ACF diary features:
››A picture for each week of the year
››58 spectacular colour photographs of Australian flora,
fauna, sea and landscapes
››Convenient size: 235 x 165mm, 120 pages
The ACF diary makes an ideal Christmas gift for friends
and family in Australia and overseas.
By purchasing this diary, you'll help the Australian
Conservation Foundation create a world where forests,
rivers, people, oceans and wildlife thrive.
TO ORDER ONLINE, AND FOR A LIST OF STOCKISTS VISIT:

www.acf.org.au/diary

A Gift in Memory
for forests, rivers, reefs, people and wildlife

A gift in memory is a wonderful way to honour a loved one or colleague and their
connection to nature. If you have lost someone close to you, you may wish to
commemorate their life and pay tribute to what was important to them. We will
publish their names on a memoriam page in our Annual Report and on our website.

To give a gift to the Australian Conservation Foundation in memory of someone special, or to arrange for donation
envelopes in lieu of flowers for a funeral, call Upeka Kumarasinghe on 1800 223 669 or www.acf.org.au/gift_in_memory
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ACF Fellow, Liz Foley planting native trees at Yellingbo National Park, VIC. Photo: Annette Ruzicka/MAPgroup.
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Money doesn’t grow
on trees
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S DRAMATIC BUDGET CUTS TO OUR ENVIRONMENT ARE WOEFULLY INADEQUATE
FOR NATURE PROTECTION WITH CONCERNING RIPPLE EFFECTS.
By ACF Economics Program Manager & Economist, Matt Rose

FEDERAL BUDGET NIGHT is a niche event.
It excites journalists, economists, political tragics and lobbyists. It is the very
definition of boring but important. While
the ‘centrepiece’ event is a speech by the
Treasurer during prime time, this year it
was soundly defeated in the television
ratings by reality shows featuring cooking
and singing (not both at the same time
unfortunately).
Accompanying the speech is a set of
papers setting out where the government
plans to spend $2 trillion ($2,000 billion)
over the next four years. This is a clear
declaration of where the government’s
priorities lie. It doesn’t matter what platitudes are delivered if there is no money
made available.
The trend of recent federal budgets
is that nature and the environment have
been dramatically deprioritised. The
amount of money being invested in the
environment continues to decline, while
the handouts given through fossil fuel
subsidies continue to rise.
In fact, while the government’s overall
spending has increased by 20 per cent
since it came to office in 2013, environment
spending has been cut by almost 40 per
cent. Over the next four years just over
$3 billion of Federal Government funding per year will go to the environment
and that includes money to fund work
of public servants in the Department of
Environment. Out of a total bucket of over
$2 trillion.
This decision has occurred in the shadow of the 5-yearly report card delivered
by the State of the Environment Report in
2017. This showed that habitat loss and
invasive species continue to push species

to the brink. Australia has 1,907 species
and ecological communities listed as
threatened under national law.
It is a deliberate decision not to invest
in halting Australia’s shameful species
extinction record and puts in jeopardy
our precious threatened creatures like
the Leadbeater’s Possum, Palm Cockatoo
and Southern Corroboree Frog. It means
threatened species action plans designed
by committed scientists and researchers
remain on the shelves gathering dust.

The amount of money being
invested in the environment
continues to decline, while the
handouts given through fossil
fuel subsidies continue to rise.
Slashing of the environment budget
flows through to on-ground activities but
it has also affected the work being done
in the federal environment department.
The Department of Environment has
seen successive rounds of job cuts. The
decisions made by the government in this
year’s budget saw the cutting of 60 jobs
from the department’s Biodiversity and
Conservation Division. This is the area of
the department responsible for assessing
and listing Australia’s threatened species.
So, while Australia is experiencing
both rising climate pollution and an
extinction crisis, the Federal Government
has chosen to withdraw vital environmental funding.
For the first time ACF has partnered
with the Community and Public Sector
Union (CPSU) to work together to call on
the Government to restore funding to the

Department of Environment and to the
environment budget more broadly. This
cross sectoral work is an important way
for ACF to increase support amongst the
wider community and to make sure our
message is amplified. The unfortunate
reality is that people who deprioritise the
environment also don’t value the work
done by people (public servants, scientists
and researchers) that supports environmental protection.
We know increased funding for the
environment is one fundamental part of
helping it to recover and regenerate. As a
start, ACF is calling for a $1 billion national
environment fund to be used for on-ground
activities including the expansion and
restoration of protected areas on public,
private and Indigenous-managed land.
Imagine how different our future
will look if more money is allocated for
nature instead of supporting big polluting industries. Our rivers, forests, oceans
and c ritters will have a chance to thrive
and the stories that shape our future will
be about creatures saved from the brink
of extinction and creative solutions to
addressing climate pollution. The alternative doesn’t bear thinking about. Let’s get
on with it!

While Australia is experiencing
both rising climate pollution
and an extinction crisis, the
Federal Government has
chosen to withdraw vital
environmental funding ...
ACF is calling for a $1 billion
national environment fund.
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Our campaigns
WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO AT ACF OVER THE PAST SIX MONTHS?
By ACF Director of Campaigns, Paul Sinclair

“The Earth
provides enough
to satisfy everyone’s
need but not
everyone’s greed.”
Gandhi

Paul Sinclair at Yellingbo National Park, VIC. Photo: Annette Ruzicka/MAPgroup.
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WATCHING A ROOMFUL of ACF supporters
about to be asked to stand up and commit
to hosting their own Community Climate
Survey was nerve wracking. Would anyone stand up? Was anyone willing to give
up their valuable time to make climate
damage a big issue in the 2018 (or 2019?)
federal election?
I need not have worried. At every
event a mass of supporters stood up. It
was exhilarating. And then most of the
audience also offered to help. It was amazing. Right through May and June we ran
Count Me In events around the country
to launch our federal election campaign.
Thanks for supporting them in body (or
spirit if you couldn’t make it).
At the same time we released our
brand spanking new national agenda to
stop climate damage and protect nature.
As we approach the next federal election, we’ve set a goal to have one million
conversations about climate damage and
the need to have a national government
willing to stop digging and burning coal
and determined to move to clean energy.
Between now and the next election we’ll
build community pressure on all candidates (and have fun doing it) and present
credible independent assessments of each
party’s policies — all this backed by an
unprecedented advertising and media
campaign.

Getting involved breathes life
into our democracy. And right
now that’s really important.
Yes, one million conversations is a big,
ambitious goal. We’ll meet it by holding
phone calling parties (using a beaut new
phone calling tech that you can use on your
mobile phone), national doorknocking
events and community surveys. There’ll
be lots of support from other environment
groups. Every conversation will count.
So thanks for being such an important
part of it. Getting involved breathes life
into our democracy. And right now that’s
really important.

ACF and other charities that advocate
against coal and for nature have been
under sustained attack by the Abbott,
Turnbull and now Morrison Governments.
The latest attack has been through the
National Security Legislation Amendment
(Espionage and Foreign Interference)
Act — passed with bipartisan support from
the Turnbull Government and Shorten
Opposition. While thousands of ACF
supporters won important concessions to
a draconian set of bills, civil society groups
remain deeply concerned they could be
charged with espionage offences for doing
work such as briefing the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) on failings to address threats to
endangered species. Or by giving evidence to the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD)
on shortfalls in Australia’s record on protecting the environment.
This is why ACF is now developing
a new campaign for democracy to push
back hard against regressive actions by
Australian governments to weaken and
undermine the rights of citizens to stand
up for the planet.
Over the past couple of months we’ve
been drawing national media attention to
the fact that the Federal and Queensland
governments have failed to consider the
impact of the Adani coal mine on valuable
groundwater ecosystems in country that’s
already in the grip of drought. The impact
of Adani’s coal mine will be enormous.
Adani’s coal mining has the potential to
harm the Great Artesian Basin, one of the
largest groundwater reserves in the world.
Water that has been stored in the Basin for
over a million years could be threatened
by Adani’s destructive coal mine and the
Queensland Government owes it to our
communities to protect it.
The Federal Government’s attempts to
do something on national energy policy — 
rather than climate damage — has been
like watching someone walk into a giant
fan. It’s hard to look. Since coming to
office in September 2013 the Coalition has
made no progress in reducing Australia’s

overall climate pollution. In fact, there is
an upward trend in emissions.
Whatever Australia’s national climate
and energy policy ends up being, a key
test of its success will be if it sets, enforces and can strengthen over time strong
climate pollution reduction targets.

Our governments have failed
to consider the impact of the
Adani coal mine on valuable
groundwater ecosystems
in country that’s already
in the grip of drought.
Australian democracy needs a government free of climate damage deniers
and willing to offer leadership that cuts
pollution and transitions our country away
from coal and onto clean energy. This can
happen. In June the Queensland LNP opposition leader said: “I promise Queenslanders
that the LNP will plan for a future beyond
coal”. That’s leadership. We’d love you to
have a look at our new plan for repowering
Australia  — see details below.
Our economists and nature campaigners have been relentless in drawing attention to a fact most media outlets ignored
when the federal budget was handed
down. Since 2013–14 environment investment has been cut by 37 per cent, while the
overall federal budget has grown 20 per
cent, taking the proportion of the overall
budget invested in the environment to
just 2 cents in the dollar. Meanwhile coal
mining companies alone will receive more

than $1 billion a year in diesel fuel subsidies from the Federal Government over
the forward estimates.
There has been wonderful support
from many of you in our work to stop the
clearing of 2,000 hectares of threatened
species habitat on Cape York’s Kingvale
Station. Over the past four years one million hectares of native vegetation has been
cleared in Queensland because the former
Newman Government axed important
environment protections. This proposed
bulldozing plan is a hangover from this
disastrous period and must be rejected by
the Federal Government.
Some environmental issues involve
time scales far longer than the e lectoral
cycle and ACF is working hard for
a new approach to how we manage
Australia’s radioactive waste. The Federal
Government is seeking to advance
a national facility in regional South
Australia to dispose of low level waste
and store higher level waste. The higher level waste needs to be isolated from
the surrounding environment for up to
10,000 years, but the government wants
the issue decided by Christmas.
ACF is supporting affected Aboriginal
landowners and wider community
members at the proposed sites in the
iconic Flinders Ranges and the agricultural region around Kimba on the Eyre
Peninsula. We are urging an approach
informed by sound science and a genuine
examination of management options, not
short term political expedience.
Thanks for your generosity and
commitment.

π Check out our plan to repower Australia:
www.acf.org.au/repower_australia_plan
π Get involved in our conversations work:
www.acf.org.au/conversations
π Learn more about our new national agenda:
www.acf.org.au/our_policy
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Reading and reflections

BOOK & PODCAST
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The Songs of Trees: Stories
from nature’s great connectors
by David George Haskell
Review by Toby Halligan
David Haskell’s lyrical paean to the power
of nature’s networks is an extraordinary
and beautiful book. It explores the tapestry
of interwoven threads that connect the
natural world and sustain life on earth
through multiple visits to twelve different
trees spread around the world.
The cast of trees include an ash, a fir,
a pear, a maple, two pines, a cottonwood,
an ancient hazel that now resides in an
archaeological facility and a mitsumata
paper tree used in traditional Japanese
paper making. There’s even more: a ceibo
in the Amazon, a sabal palm on a beach in
Georgia, an ancient olive tree in Jerusalem,
and a bonsai pine that survived the
Hiroshima bombing.
Haskell, a professor of biology, uses
each tree as a launching point to explore
the networks that each tree relies on to
sustain itself, and the biology and science
underlying those networks. So a story that

begins with the sabal palm on a beach grows to explore
the processes that shape coastlines, before moving out into
the oceans that carry the sabal’s seeds on their currents.
Dense with scientific insights, Haskell’s writing
ensures the at times complex relationships he’s describing
feel vivid and real. He does a superb job of representing
the visual and auditory splendour of forests. Take this
passage describing rain in the Amazon:
“We hear the rain not through silent falling water but
in the many translations delivered by objects that the rain
encounters. Like any language, especially one with so
much to pour out and so many waiting interpreters, the
sky’s linguistic foundations are expressed in an exuberance
of form: downpours turn tin roofs into sheets of screaming
vibration; rain smatters onto the wings of hundreds of
bats, each drop shattering, then falling into the river below
the bat’s skimming flight; heavy-misted clouds sag into
treetops and dampen leaves without a drop falling, their
touch producing the sound of an inked brush on a page.”
At its core the book is an attempt to help humans
understand that we are a part of the global networks that
sustain nature:
“Because life is network, there is no “nature” or “environment,” separate and apart from humans. We are part
of the community of life, composed of relationships with
“others,” so the human/nature duality that lives near the
heart of many philosophies is, from a biological perspective, illusory. Our bodies and minds, our “Science and
Art,” are as natural and wild as they ever were.”
The book’s message is clear: humans are not separate
from the natural world and we ignore our impact upon it
at our peril. As Haskell says:
“We cannot step outside life’s songs. This music made
us; it is our nature.”
More details and how to purchase the book at:
www.blackincbooks.com.au

Out of the wreckage:
A new politics for an age of crisis by George Monbiot
Review by ACF Public Narrative Coordinator, Dr Tessa Fluence
It’s time for a new story, writes George
Monbiot in his new book, Out of the
Wreckage: a new politics for an age of crisis. That’s because the stories we tell ourselves and each other are vital. Through
story, we learn from the past, understand
the present and guide the future.
Monbiot argues today we are in a period of crisis. Climate crisis. Financial crisis.
Dissatisfaction and distrust driving the
anti-politics of Trump and Brexit. Record
high rates of loneliness.
In the face of this crisis, we urgently
need to replace neoliberalism’s narratives
of extreme competition and individualism
with a new story — a vision to re-engage
people in politics and inspire belonging
and cooperation.

We must create stories that describe
the world as we would like it to be. This
includes politics for a kinder world shaped
by values — like empathy, understanding,
connectedness with other people and our
living world.
Monbiot explores big ideas on how we
can rebuild communities, democracy and
economic life. His book is a passionate and
inspiring call to action to create better lives
and societies for a good future.
More details and how to purchase the
book at: www.monbiot.com

FrameLab podcast
Review by ACF Content Producer, Alexandra Nash
How do you communicate scientific issues
like climate change in a way that resonates
with everyday people? What are the cognitive tricks advertisers and marketers use
to influence public opinion? How do conservatives and progressives really think?
For the word nerds out there, FrameLab
is a self-described world famous podcast
about “politics, language, and your brain”.
Hosted by Dr George Lakoff — linguist,
philosopher and author of international
bestseller Don’t Think of an Elephant!— the
monthly podcast examines the often
undervalued role of language in shaping
the way people think, act, and vote.

Recorded in America, Dr Lakoff and
his guests look at the impact of values,
frames and metaphors particularly
through the lens of politics in the age of
Trump. Yet there are take-home messages
for listeners from all corners of the globe.
Like tips on effective communication on
global warming, and how to talk persuasively about issues you care about.
Have a listen at: www.framelab.us/podcast
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Eco twists, tweets and turns
THE STORIES BELOW FEATURE UNIQUE WAYS THAT NEW TECHNOLOGY AND RESEARCH METHODS ARE BEING
USED TO UNDERSTAND OUR LIVING — AND CHANGING — WORLD.

Dr Bec McIntosh on Seal Rocks.
Photo: Phillip Island Nature Parks.

Become a seal spotter — 
from your own home!
If you’re interested in being a ‘citizen
scientist’, the new SealSpotter research

A new life for a dead tree. Photo: Liz Sanzaro.
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portal is for you! It allows you to monitor
Victoria’s fur seal populations and contribute to vital data gathering from the comfort of your home.
Phillip Island Nature Parks’ Research
Scientist, Dr Bec McIntosh, says SealSpotter
harnesses the drone (RPA — Remote
Piloted Aircraft) technology being used to
monitor several colonies of Australian fur
seals on Victoria’s offshore islands.
“Our drone is equipped with a high
resolution camera so we can systematically and efficiently photograph an entire
fur seal colony within a matter of minutes.
These images are then uploaded to the
SealSpotter portal and people out in the
community can help us count the seals,
identify numbers of pups and even spot

entangled seals to assist in our conservation efforts,” Bec says.
Some of Victoria’s fur seal colonies
can number in the tens of thousands, so
the contribution made by citizen scientists who can count the various populations accurately and efficiently through
SealSpotter is highly valued. Remote
monitoring also means seals aren’t
disturbed unlike other methods which
require researchers to physically access
the colonies.
The SealSpotter portal is funded by the
Penguin Foundation and the Telematics
Trust.

Public art reminds of the
importance of bird life

tree, reaching a compromise which saw
the concrete curbing removed. Although
saved on this occasion, the tree became
dangerous as a split developed between
the two trunks which moved apart in high
wind. The top of the tree was removed
(some of it dead from a previous lightning
strike) and a large twin trunk was left for
quite some time before Liz successfully
negotiated with the local council to spend
the money earmarked for eventual removal on carving. This carving is now much
loved in the community and shows that
even a dead tree has value. Thank you for
being a voice for nature, Liz.

A story from South Croydon, Victoria
perfectly illustrates how a dire situation
can be turned into an opportunity to
raise awareness. When ACF member and
Croydon Conservation Society president,
Liz Sanzaro learned that a mature Black
Wattle tree’s roots were affecting the road
surface, she needed to act fast to ensure
the entire tree wasn’t removed. After
consulting with neighbours to try to keep
the tree, she was met with resistance as the
bulge of the tree was also affecting driveway drainage.
When the tree was set for removal, Liz
became the local Lorax and stood for the

Visit: www.natureparksresearch.com.au/
sealSpotter/

Photo: Margie McClelland/MAPgroup.

Drinking water from the air at 60L
Solar electricity hasn’t always been as
accessible as it is today. Did you know
that in 1956, it cost $300 for a 1 watt solar
cell? In the early 1970s it was $100 per
watt, and in the late 1970s it was down
to $20 per watt. In 2018, at about 40
cents per watt, it’s within reach for most
Australians. Solar panels have allowed
the production of electricity from sunlight,
and now a new combination of materials
allows water to be drawn directly from
the air!
As ACF’s 60L Building Manager,
Andrew Gemmell explains, at a time of
more extreme droughts, innovation with
water is vitally important.
“ACF’s 60L Building has harvested
and reused or recycled water since it
opened in 2002. Now, it is the site of a
pilot program to extract water from the
air by condensation. A venture between
ACF, Zero Mass Water and The Australian
Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA),
the program has seen three ’Source
Hydropanels’ installed on the roof of 60L”,
says Andrew. “It is part of an ARENA
funded pilot project to demonstrate 150 of
these panels around Australia.”
So, how do these panels work? Firstly,
they condense water vapour into liquid
which is stored in a 30 litre reservoir. The
liquid is mineralised by cartridges that are
changed every five years with filter changes annually. Conventional photovoltaic
(PV) panels provide the power needed to
pump the water to a drinking fountain.

“Drought affected
regions and areas without
safe or stable water sources are the ideal locations
for this technology, but the
60L roof in Melbourne provides the opportunity for
many to see it first-hand.”
Andrew says the panels at 60L in Melbourne are
only expected to produce
around 3 litres of drinking
quality water per day, but
in other parts of Australia
an average of 4 to 10 litres
per day is anticipated.
They recently featured in
news reports on the NSW
drought.
“Three to ten litres
of water is not a lot for
a considerable up-front
capital cost, but the operational cost is only around
$1.30 per day. Continued
research and development
will allow prices to drop
and yields to improve.
These panels have the
potential to save lives in
times of drought and ACF
is proud to be supporting
this research.”
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Teryn hitting the waves at Smith’s Beach, VIC.
Photo: Jim McFarlane/MAPgroup.
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A personal (eco) challenge
ACF COMMUNITY ORGANISING PROGRAM MANAGER, TERYN CRICK,
WRITES ABOUT THE BALANCE HER NEWFOUND LOVE OF SURFING BRINGS
TO HER LIFE.

I STARTED TO LEARN TO SURF about six
months ago during a break over summer.
I grew up in land-locked Canberra, but I
used to travel to the south coast regularly,
first with my family and then with friends.
The ocean has always had a holiday feel
to me. Something about the sand between
my toes, staring at the waves and sun on
the skin truly says to me it’s time to relax
and unwind. I’ve thought about learning
to surf for some time, and although I spent
five years living in Sydney, it ironically
wasn’t until I moved to Melbourne last
year that suddenly the motivation ramped
up. I spent three weeks over Christmas
in a campervan, with brand new foam
surfboards driving up the coast from
Melbourne to Brisbane, armed with a
website of all the best beginner breaks and
my best attempts to read the surf reports
on new apps.
Surfing has taught me a lot. About
the ocean. And about myself. I had high
expectations of those first few weeks, of
how quickly I’d learn to stand up, turn
the board and progress to more advanced
moves. The reality was a little different.
Turns out I don’t have that much natural

talent for surfing. But I do have a lot of
determination. It was a lesson in letting
go of ego and expectations, getting out
as often as I could, hours every day,
progressing at whatever rate I was going
to and enjoying the moment. There’s
something magical about every day spent
on waves, whether you’re having a really
great day, or something isn’t quite working. In the sun, in the rain, in perfect clean
conditions, or something resembling a
washing machine.

“It was a lesson in letting go
of ego and expectations ...”
There are so many moments I love.
Buying my first hard board. Paddling out
for the first time that day, taking a breath
out the back and looking around at the
glorious places my new hobby has taken
me. Clifftops, ocean stretching out as far
as the eye can see. A smile and nod at
the person next to you. Spotting a good
wave forming in front of you, learning the
shapes and knowing where to position
yourself. Paddling for a wave with calm

excitement, feeling the wave start to pick
up the board, mind and body in perfect
harmony as you spring to your feet, the
rush of riding down that wave and feeling
the ocean carrying you along. Even wiping
out, getting turned around under water,
having to relax to save your breath, giving
yourself over to the will of the ocean. The
rituals of rinsing and organising my board
and wetsuit. The warm glow in my heart,
clear head and sore muscles at the end of
the day.
I love that surfing is a hobby and a
place of calm I’ll be able to take with me
throughout my life, taking me to new
and wonderful places and returning
always to that connection between mind,
body, ocean.
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