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It's time to  
make our 
economy cd 
good for life





We love this place. Fish darting through vibrant  
coral reefs. Magpies warbling and cities hugging  
rivers. Red dirt, towering trees and big blue skies. 
Everyone eating, travelling, learning, healing,  
working, resting, and sharing good times and bad. 

But right now, Australia and the world are facing a 
pollution and extinction crisis that threatens us all. 

A major driver of this crisis – and a major barrier 
to solving it – is the structure and rules of our 
economy. Today, Australia’s economic system 
treats our planet and people as capital to be traded, 
extracted and exploited. It is profoundly damaging 
our living world. 

That’s why the Australian Conservation 
Foundation is running a bold campaign 
for an economy that’s good for life. 

Left. Wild budgerigars.

We want this 
country to 
teem with 
life, today 
and forever 
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It’s time to value more than just what money can buy. 
Putting people and our planet ahead of the profits of 
the few. Taking responsibility to make things right. 

It’s time to redesign our economic system so it helps 
people meet their needs and achieve their goals in 
harmony with nature. It’s time for all business to 
serve our common good and create socially valuable 
products and services that replenish our living world. 
It’s time to lift people out of poverty and share our 
common wealth. 

It’s time for everyone – communities, corporations 
and governments – to take care of the air we breathe, 
the water we drink and the forests, rivers, people, 
animals and reefs we love. 

This vision is not a utopian ‘nice to have’. 
It’s essential.  

We simply must redesign our economy and 
change its structure and rules to solve the pollution 
and extinction crisis we face and give all people the 
basic ingredients for a good life. 

It's time for 
big ideas 
& common 
sense cd
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ACF Fellow, Brendan Cooper,Yellingbo Nature Conversation Reserve. Photo. Annette Ruzicka/MAPgroup
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Logging south of Lune River, Tasmania. Photo: Martin Wurt
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Our economic system is 
damaging our world 

Right now, the rules and structure of our economy 
are destroying the most fundamental things on which 
our lives depend, often beyond repair. At their core is 
a deeply problematic goal: more. More money. More 
consumption. More spending. More natural resources. 
It doesn’t matter if ‘more’ is good or bad. More is 
more, whether it makes life better or worse. 

This goal of more means our economic system today 
allows – and even encourages – people to:  

• Dig up, cut down, burn and take the ‘resources’ 
we depend on for life faster than they can be 
replaced or replenished

• Pump billions of tonnes of toxic pollution 
into our air, water and soil

• Generate mind-boggling amounts of waste, 
including some materials so dangerous 
future generations must be forever vigilant 
to contain them 

• Destabilise the fundamental life-giving systems 
that make our very existence possible.1 

At the centre of this system are corporations with 
extraordinary power and influence. For decades 
now, many corporations have lobbied hard to keep 
the rules rigged in their favour. The big coal industry 
continues to sweet-talk our elected representatives 
to be complacent on climate change, while 
cementing in a bonanza of loopholes and special 
deals that maximise their profits at the expense of 
everything else. 

But our planet can only cope with so much 
deforestation, so much pollution, so much climate 
damage, so many plants and animals becoming 
extinct. Half the world’s animals have vanished since 
1970, while nearly 2000 Australian plants and animals 
are currently at risk of extinction. We haven’t quite 
run out of coal, gas or oil, but if we dig up and burn 
much more, we will no longer have a habitable planet.

We have reached and exceeded the limits of what  
is safe to take from our natural world. This cannot 
go on. At stake is everything: our very existence  
on this planet. 

1  William McDonough & Michael Braungart (2002) Cradle to Cradle



1.  We change the story 
and build people power
It’s time for a new story – a story of good, not more 
– shaped by values like empathy, understanding  
and connectedness with other people and our  
living world. 

To make space for this new story, we are disrupting 
the dominant narrative that destruction is inevitable 
and an economy of ‘more’ can continue on this 
one beautiful planet. We’re exposing how our 
current economic system is failing us and seeding 
powerful ideas for change. 

We’re growing a widespread movement of 
passionate people to demand our government 
redesign our economic rules and push corporations 
do the right thing. 

The pollution and extinction crisis we face  
demands transformations that are bolder  
and more far-reaching than ever before. 

To build an economy that’s good for life, we need 
game-changing solutions that redesign the current  
rules, structures, institutions and goals. This will  
take hope, courage, creativity and a bold vision  
for what’s possible when we work together. 

It's time 
for action. 
Here's 
where we 
begin d 
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2. Make the tax system reward 
good and penalise bad
It's time to redesign our tax system so our 
government can steer good and bad economic 
activity in the best interests of people and 
our planet.  

That’s why we’re focusing on ending public 
funding for polluting coal, gas and oil industries 
– including tax concessions. Our tax system must 
not fund environmental destruction. Our elected 
representatives must change Australia’s taxation 
laws to penalise damage and incentivise activities 
that protect and restore our living world. 

3. Measure what really matters 
to people and planet
It’s time to measure economic success using 
a whole dashboard of indicators to track and 
improve the things that matter most, like clean  
air, healthy ecosystems and people’s wellbeing. 

That’s why we’re pushing for government and 
businesses to measure their environmental, social 
and cultural impact through transparent, detailed 
reporting frameworks. What we measure, we 
strive for. What we strive for, we get.

4. Encourage and push business 
to do the right thing
It’s time for all businesses to recognise that their 
success depends on a thriving planet – to actively 
look after our living world and give back more  
than they take. 

To get the ball rolling, we’re campaigning for 
government to make rules that force all businesses 
to publicly report on their environmental impact. 
When businesses understand and measure their 
impact, they can minimise damage and ultimately 
help regenerate nature. We’ll also run public 
campaigns to name and shame poor performers  
and celebrate those doing good.

5.  Work together across civil society 
It’s time for our governments to create a fair and 
good life for all people in Australia, with the basic 
ingredients like a habitable planet, a roof over our 
heads, healthy food, clean water, public transport, 
clean energy, hospitals, childcare and quality 
education.  

That’s why we’re joining together with 
organisations from across civil society to push 
government to redesign our economy so it’s  
good for all people and all living things.
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This will take 
hope, courage, 
creativity and 
a bold vision
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Tawny Frogmouth. Photo: Bill Collison
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Rooftop veggie patch, Melbourne, Victoria. Photo: Doug Gimesy
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Everyone has a role 

Australia is a small but important part of the global 
economic network. As a major polluter and exporter 
of coal and gas, and as custodians of incredibly diverse 
and unique natural places and wildlife, we have a 
responsibility to make our economy good for life. 

Communities have a role
Communities are central to changing the way our 
economy works from the roots upwards. Local 
communities are already reviving civic life and 
creating a connected society with community gardens, 
co-ops and skill-shares, community currencies 
and much more. By rebuilding community, we can 
renew democracy and the hope we invest in it – 
holding our elected representatives accountable and 
demanding change.

Governments have a role
It is our government’s responsibility to make sure 
people and our whole living world are able to 
flourish. As our representatives, the people we elect 
are empowered to establish the rules and frameworks 
that reflect the ambitions of our community. 
This enables them to fix and redesign rules and 
regulations, and change what and how our society 
values people and our planet. 

Our elected representatives can and must set the rules 
to ensure what we produce, how we produce it and 
what we spend money on not only values nature and 
minimises damage, but also actively regenerates our 
living world. They must listen to the communities 
they represent and create real long-term prosperity 
or people and our planet.  

Business has a role
It’s time for all businesses and corporations to become 
vital contributors to society and the health of our 
planet. Some leading businesses are already committed 
to changing the way they work and are advocating 
for an economy that’s good for life. Others must move 
beyond ‘shareholder’ value to become responsible 
corporate citizens that protect and regenerate the 
natural systems on which all life depends. Instead 
of cutting, digging and burning, all businesses must 
move towards conserving, recycling and innovating. 
As we have already crossed the safe boundaries for our 
planet they must repair the damage by cleaning rivers, 
regenerating land and replenishing forests, wetlands 
and oceans.
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People's Climate March Photo: James Thomas



Together, we can and must redesign our 
economic system and rules. Doing so is critical 
to solving the pollution and extinction crisis we 
face and giving all people the basic ingredients 
for a good life.

As we embark on this challenging campaign, we 
stand on the shoulders of all those who have stood 
up for and continue to campaign for economic and 
environmental justice.

The ACF community is half a million people who 
speak out, show up and act for a world where forests, 
rivers, people and wildlife thrive. We know there is 
nothing more powerful than people coming together 
to say, enough is enough. 

That's how change happens. People like us, we step 
up and get involved, and get engaged and come 
together to demand it.

Let's d 
get on 
with it 
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We love 
this beautiful 
planet
Australian Conservation Foundation 
Level 1, 60 Leicester Street 
Carlton VIC 3053 
ABN 22 007 498 482

Telephone  1800 223 669 
Website  acf.org.au  
Email  acf@acf.org.au 
Twitter  @AusConservation
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