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Find your flock
Story changers, night watchers, trailblazers & reef guardians

Shine a light
for the reef
IT’S UNBELIEVABLE that under our environment laws, the government can give
Adani a licence to kill our reef. If we don’t
cut pollution, the Great Barrier Reef could
be gone in just a few decades.
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Together, we sent a strong message to
our new Environment Minister — Australians
want a healthy reef, not more polluting coal.
We couldn’t have come this far without you  — so thank you.

In this
issue
“Many people are good at talking about what they are
doing, but in fact do little. Others do a lot but don’t talk about
it; they are the ones who make a community live.”
Jean Vanier

IN THIS ISSUE of habitat we focus on

Shine a light for the reef rally, Federation Square,
Melbourne, September 2016. Photo: James Thomas

Congratulations to Doug
Gimesy, who has donated
this issue’s cover image,
for his recent win in the
‘Our Impact’ category of
Australian Geographic’s
Nature Photographer
of the Year Awards.

community in its many forms. In the last
issue of habitat we explored the concept
of ‘grounded hope’ and it is only through
working together as a strong community
that we will create the change we want
to see. Community is not only integral
to ACF, it created the organisation and
continues to power us today. We hope that
you come away from reading this issue
inspired to continue to connect — or reconnect — with your community to help shape
our future. As for my closest community,
here’s my nature-loving son Toby (right)
on a recent bushwalk across Magnetic
Island; a trip which brought home the
urgent need to protect the Great Barrier
Reef so that his generation can be as awed
by it as we are.
We were amazed with the number
of responses to our ‘Tell us what you
think’ questionnaire, included with our
last issue. It reminded me of something I
wrote in my last letter — what a “dedicated
and passionate community we are here
at ACF”. Your responses were thoughtful, intelligent and helpful in guiding
the future direction of habitat. We were
impressed with how many of you said
that you shared your copy, leaving it in
waiting rooms or at local cafés, and we’ve

taken particular note of trends for certain
topics and styles of content, as well as a
desire for theme-based issues of habitat
and a focus on success stories. See p. 23 for
our report back to you. Keep the feedback
coming at habitat@acf.org.au as we are
always looking to improve.
Sara,
habitat Editor

Toby Bauer on Magnetic Island.
Photo: Sara McMillan
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Letter from
the CEO
St Kilda Beach VIC. Photo: June Orford/MAPgroup

Kelly O’Shanassy

WE DECIDED on the theme of connecting
community for this issue of habitat long
before we learnt we had lost our court
case against Adani’s Carmichael coal mine
approval. That’s right, approval of the biggest coal mine in Australia’s history. In the
same month, global meteorological bodies
announced that July was the world’s hottest month in recorded history. Madness
is one way to describe how our government can legally approve this mine when
temperature records are being broken and
the Great Barrier Reef has just suffered the
worst coral bleaching in recorded history.
There can be no greater proof that our
environment laws are broken.

Good news or bad, you
show up, speak out and act
for a better world where
our reef — and other places
we love — can thrive.
I believe connecting community is a
particularly fitting theme because, at times
like this, it’s our community that keeps me
going. I was disappointed by the court’s
decision but it didn’t get me down — 
because of you. Good news or bad, you

show up, speak out and act for a better world where our
reef — and other places we love — can thrive. Thank you
for the letters and emails you’ve written, the calls you’ve
made to MPs, the origami fish you’ve made and your generous donations to make the court case possible. Enjoy the
pictures featured in this issue of our community coming
together to shine a light for the reef, lighting up the night
sky with lanterns. We lodged an appeal to the Federal
Court’s decision which found the approval of Adani’s coal
mine to be lawful.
The ACF community showed up during the recent
federal election campaign. So many of you came together
to participate in our ‘Count Me In’ events across Australia,
where we launched our Energy Transformation Vision and
our election campaign. The vision outlines what a clean
energy transformation means for Australia and the key
steps to get us there. It brings together the various threads
we’ll campaign on, together with you, in coming years.
See our election wrap on p. 30.
During the election campaign, and throughout the
Adani court case, you chose to care about our living world.
From the moment I dived the Great Barrier Reef as a child,
the reef has been close to my heart. I know it’s close to
yours too. Fifty years ago, the ACF community first came
together to protect the reef from limestone and oil mining.
Today, we can and will protect it from coal mining.
Thank you for keeping our wonderful community
connected.
Kelly
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“A single twig
breaks,
but the bundle
of twigs
is strong.”
Tecumseh

Child holding nest,
Royal Park, Melbourne VIC.
Photo: Jerry Galea
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Changing
the story:
THE POWER OF WORDS
HOW DO YOU TELL STORIES THAT MOVE PEOPLE TO ACTION?
A RECENT ACF PROJECT EXPLORED OUR USE OF LANGUAGE.
ACF’s Communications and Mobilisation Manager,
Kathryn McCallum explains.

I OFTEN READ the letters ACF supporters
write to decision makers as part of our
campaigns and the comments you leave
on our Facebook page. The language you
use is persuasive, clear and alive with
what motivates you to show up, speak
out and act for nature. You talk about
the places you love, your love for your
children, or the solutions you know we
can create.
You are intuitively using language that
engages and inspires people to care and
act. Over the past year, ACF’s Narrative
Project took a deep dive into understanding exactly how this works. And now I
want to share a few insights.
Through this project, we reviewed the
literature on persuasive and motivating
communication. We researched the dominant stories told about our environment
by industry, government, media and pop
culture. We delved into how the way we
talk can strengthen certain values that we
all hold. And we ran focus groups and
polled representative samples of both ACF
supporters and the broader community.

In our story, people are part of
nature — not apart from nature
We discovered the old story of ‘man’
and nature in Australia is dominated by
colonial ideas about exploration, conquest,
dominance and a battle with nature. In
this story, people are not part of nature.
Nature is either a resource for our use,
or it is ‘over there’, locked away. In this
story, we trade nature for jobs or wealth.
This story cannot imagine a world where
nature and a rich life coexist. It is locked
into the idea that life is a battle.
We want to tell a new story where
people are part of nature — not apart from
nature. We want to turn the story of division into one of connection. Life is not a
battle. Life is all living things. In this story,
wildlife, rivers, forests, people and oceans
are part of an interconnected community
of living things. It’s the web of life.
Life is also an experience. It’s feeling the
sand between your toes and drinking the
fresh, forest-filtered water from your city
tap. This story tangibly links our lived experience to our need to thrive with nature.

Life is also an experience.
It’s feeling the sand between
your toes and drinking the
fresh, forest-filtered water
from your city tap. This
story tangibly links our lived
experience to our need
to thrive with nature.
When we tested the language of this
new story, people engaged strongly with
these ideas and felt they described a
world they live in and a future they want
to be part of. It is very hard to enter the
ideas of the new story when we use the
language of the old story, which is why
ACF is working hard to move beyond
the language of ‘the battle’. Telling a
more generative story was engaging for
public audiences and ACF supporters. It
intuitively made sense. Immersed in the
ideas of this story, people strongly rejected
ideas based on selfishness, division and
trade off.
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“I love being outside
because when you
are high up in the
mountains you can see
wonderful beautiful trees
everywhere and rocks and
formations …and I like
looking at the clouds. It
makes me feel happy.”
Freya Godkin, 7 years old.

Freya Godkin and grandfather Chris Carlile at Mount Buffalo VIC. Photo: Anna Carlile

Moving away from the ‘life is a battle’
story does not mean we don’t hold to
account the people who are deciding to
destroy nature, pollute and send animals
extinct. We will name what they do and
who is doing it. The climate isn’t changing
all by itself — a handful of big polluting
companies are damaging it with their pollution. People caused our problems, and
people can solve them.

Stories of collective action
rebuild faith in democracy
Another story that it is important to tell is
the story of collective action. Individual
heroes will not solve our pollution and
extinction crisis. It takes many of us
working together. People know this intuitively, so a solutions story that focused
on isolated, individual action is ultimately
disempowering.
Our research showed that people
believe we all share a responsibility to
look after our air, water and wildlife. They
know government, business and the community are all important players. People
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think government has a duty of care or
a responsibility to protect nature. They
feel government has the most power, and
business has a lot of power too. We are
building up the story that the community
has power too.
This is a story of democracy. When
communities are active and engaged,
political parties and businesses are compelled to do the right thing.
This story can draw on times in history,
when people have stood together and
demanded what is right. People power
gave women the vote. It stopped apartheid. It abolished slavery, even though the
naysayers said it would ruin the economy.
History shows, it is organised and mobilised people who create the change that
improves lives and societies.
When we tell these stories of how
people came together and solved problems before, it helps shape a pathway to
action now. It helps get over feelings of
isolation and despair into more motivating
emotions like urgency and connection.
Hearing stories of how others learned to

act, despite uncertainty, paints a picture in
the listener’s mind of how action is possible, and how they might act.
Together, we can grow a community
that is strong enough to stand up to the
power of big polluting companies and
show our politicians that we, the people,
care. So let’s show up, speak out and act.
When we asked you what you wanted
to be part of — a movement, a team, a network or a community — you overwhelmingly told us you wanted to be part of a
community.

When we asked you what
you wanted to be part
of — a movement, a team,
a network or a community — 
you overwhelmingly told
us you wanted to be
part of a community.
We also use language that speaks to
our identity as citizens, not consumers.

“Our kids are
connected to the
forest in so many
ways, they breathe
it, they climb it,
they smell it …”
Deanne Eccles, member
of Knitting Nannas
of Toolangi.

Deanne Eccles, with seedling Mountain Ash, Toolangi VIC. Photo: Ali Sanderson

Citizens vote, participate in the community, look out for neighbours. Consumers
are defined by one thing only: buying
stuff. Reminding people of these identities
literally creates different behaviour.

DID YOU KNOW?
Framing people as consumers reduces
environmental behaviours.
In an experiment that shows the
power of a single word, two groups
of volunteers were given an identical
task — to fill out a survey labelled
either a Consumer Reaction Task or
Citizen Reaction Task.
The ‘consumers’ became more competitive and less likely to engage in
collective action such as volunteering
to join a group. They also conserved
less water in a resource management
game, and felt less personal responsibility for environmental problems.
>> Common Cause Foundation,
Common Cause for Nature: Finding
values and frames in the conservation
sector

People do care, so let’s challenge
the assumption they don’t
The naysayers say people don’t care.
Or if they do, it’s too late. We’re calling
them out. People right across our wide,
brown land care deeply — and they want
to come together to create a brighter
future.
Everywhere and every day, ordinary
people are willing to transform inertia
into action, isolation into connection and
destruction into beauty.
Poll after poll shows, no matter who
they vote for, the majority of Australians
want a government with a plan to protect
our wildlife, air and water. A majority of
Australians think pollution is a problem
and that polluters should be regulated.
An overwhelming 89 per cent of people are concerned that “pollution and how
we overuse our rivers, forests and oceans
are threatening the health of people, cities
and wildlife.”
In a representative sample of
Australians we polled, 74 per cent of
people agreed, or strongly agreed that

“the global pollution crisis is a threat to
life. Clean energy is a key solution.” In this
poll 21 per cent were uncertain, but only
4.6 per cent disagreed.
More recent polling indicates the
proportion of Australians who are concerned or alarmed about climate change is
growing.
So we know the majority of people
care about our living world. But in a
strange twist, many people mistakenly
think others don’t.
In research by the CSIRO, people predicted 23 per cent of Australians were of
the opinion climate change isn’t happening, yet fewer than 8 per cent actually hold
that view.
During our research, we noticed ACF
supporters can fall into this trap of thinking we are a minority, struggling with
a majority who don’t care. In our focus
groups with ACF supporters, you talked
about how if only you could make others
understand what you know about what is
happening to our environment, then they
would care and act. But then the general
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WHAT DO WE DO? AUSTRALIA IS AT A CROSSROADS, AND HERE'S THE PATH WE CHOOSE.
CHANGE THE STORY
Dismantle old stories of conflict between people
and nature and create new stories of connection
and life that move people to action.

BUILD PEOPLE POWER
Build a wave of people who care and are willing
to act into powerful, organised communities
for change.

FIX THE SYSTEM
Take on the big structural challenges — t he laws, policies,
institutions, decisions and practices — to create a system that
does right by people and nature.

public focus group would come in, and it
quickly became apparent they accepted
the idea that a pollution and extinction
crisis threatens life on earth. They just
didn’t know what to do about it. And
many of the solutions they hear just don’t
add up.
Our challenge is not to convince people
there is a problem. Our challenge is providing plausible pathways to action where
people feel they have a role to play.

Our challenge is not to
convince people there is
a problem. Our challenge
is providing plausible
pathways to action
where people feel they
have a role to play.
For people who are uncertain, the best
messenger will often be a trusted peer.
Your family and neighbours will be more
influenced by a conversation with you
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than by anything an organisation tells
them.
Don’t waste your time on the very
small percentage of people who think
climate change is a global conspiracy and
extinction is okay! Our task is too urgent
to spend more years trying to convince
people who don’t want to be convinced — 
especially when so many others are looking for solutions.

us all — connection, compassion, hope,
generosity, creativity and love for our
beautiful natural world.
Your story is part of this story. Your
personal experiences can bring alive your
motivation and courage for others. We
invite you to own ACF’s story as your
story. Share it, tell it, speak out. And
together we’ll create a tomorrow even
more beautiful than today.

Stories matter
Our words, metaphors and narratives
help us make sense of why we are here,
what is important and where we are going.
Stories make us feel emotions, which
reminds us of our values. They convey the
‘fierce urgency of now’ and describe the
challenges and choices we face.
To solve our environmental problems,
we must fix the system, we must build
people power, and we must change the
story within which all this sits.
If we do this authentically, passionately and fearlessly, we will strengthen
a set of core values burning bright in

π Have you got a short story
to share with us about your
connection to nature, collective
action or advocacy? Let us know
at habitat@acf.org.au

Campfire glow, Flinders Ranges SA. Photo: Julie Bowyer/MAPgroup
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Community spirit
HONOURING THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY WHO ARE AN ACTIVE PART
OF ACF’S PASSIONATE AND EVER-GROWING COMMUNITY FOR NATURE.
By ACF Senior Media Adviser, Josh Meadows and ACF Community Organiser, Michael Pulsford.

KAYE OSBORN, Wollongong
Kaye Osborn lives a block from the
Russell Vale coal mine, in a suburb of
Wollongong, NSW. She and her neighbours have lived for years with fine coal
dust in the air, in their washing, in their
hair. They’ve seen local creeks “run
black”. And they’ve lived with the uncertain health effects.
Kaye remembers a story about a local
elderly woman who went to the doctor
with a lung complaint. Examining chest
X-rays with the woman’s daughter, the
doctor said, “Oh, your mother is a smoker.” “No, she’s never smoked,” the woman
replied. “Well, she must have lived with a
smoker and been passive smoking.” “No,
never,” the daughter said. They ran the
X-ray again and got the same results.
“So this woman, who has lived by the
colliery for much of her life, has the lungs
of a smoker, although she’s never smoked
or lived with a person who smokes,”
Kaye says.
In 2010 Russell Vale mine announced
plans to expand. The company wants to
dig coal, using underground longwall
mining methods within the Cataract
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Reservoir catchment — home to threatened species such as the Southern Brown
Bandicoot and the Giant Burrowing Frog
and a part of the drinking water supply
for Greater Sydney.

“It’s amazing, but if you
or I walked into the water
catchment special area we
could be fined $44,000.
However, it is perfectly
acceptable, apparently, for
mining companies to mine
beneath the water catchment.”
It’s amazing, but if you or I walked
into the water catchment special area we
could be fined $44,000. However, it is
perfectly acceptable, apparently, for mining companies to mine beneath the water
catchment.
Horrified, Kaye and others formed
Illawarra Residents for Responsible
Mining with the aim of putting “the health
and wellbeing of ordinary people and
of the environment ahead of corporate

mining interests”. She was even on ABC
news when she presented the NSW
Planning Assessment Commission with
a glass jar of coal-polluted water from a
local creek. Kaye is astonished the longwall expansion is still on the cards.
“I’m naïve, I guess. I thought ‘people
will see this is just absolutely crazy, 4.5
million people of greater Sydney rely on
this water catchment’. I thought it would
never be approved, I thought that (the early
protests) would be the end of it all. But, no.
That was 2010 and here we are in 2016 and
that expansion is still being considered.”
The company that runs the mine is
facing financial difficulties, raising serious
concerns about the eventual rehabilitation
of the area. And Kaye and the community
anxiously wait to see the fall out.
“Will the company be in the financial
position to actually honour its obligations
to fix up the site and remediate the land?”
asks Kaye. “It’s a very good question and
something I have concerns about.”
Listen to the full interview with Kaye
Osborn about what it’s like to like to live
next to a mine and what she is doing about
it at soundcloud.com/ausconservation

Kaye Osborn and community protesters gathered out the front of a public meeting about the Russell Vale mine expansion proposal. Photo: Greg Totman
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MONIQUE DE ZOETE

Where have I been,” she asked
herself. “Have I been in a
coma? Suddenly something
awakened in me and I realised — 
I have to do something now.”
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Monique de Zoete remembers the moment
she decided she had to take her environmental concern to the next level. She
was sitting with a friend, surrounded
by trees and birds at Ruffey Lake, north
east of Melbourne. Her friend was telling
her about The Guardian’s campaign to
convince banks and other big corporate
players to divest from fossil fuel companies. In the midst of nature, and hearing
about actions that could save it from its
greatest long-term threat, Monique felt
something shift within her.
“Where have I been,” she asked herself.
“Have I been in a coma? Suddenly something awakened in me and I realised  — I
have to do something now.” So she did.
She started reading about the issues and
started joining the dots.
When she visited Healesville
Sanctuary with her young child and saw
the delicate Leadbeater’s Possum, she
realised the species’ future was hanging
by a thread because its natural habitat was
still being logged. She saw footage of tree
clearing still happening (in 2016!).
“It made me think, who is doing
something about this? If we can’t rely on
our leaders and politicians. Then I became
more aware of vested interests, that they
maintain the status quo. It made me realise
that we each need to do something, we
can’t expect it just to happen.”
She got active as a volunteer with
ACF after coming to an ACF-organised
nature conversation event where she met
like-minded people from her area.
“I think you start off in a place of
cognitive dissonance, where you see what
you want and what you’re worried about,
and what you think needs to change. And
then realising that you’re not doing anything, you can’t ignore that after a while.
I think that combination of exposure and
reflection forces you to actually act, and
say ‘Well, what am I going to do, and
what does this really mean to me?’”
Monique helped with last year’s
People’s Climate March, and during this
year’s federal election campaign she
knocked on doors, ran market stalls and
went to meet her local MP with other local
volunteers.

“I rang talkback radio, too! It was a big
thing for me, I’m quite a private person in
a way. I was worried about coming across
as some idiot and not being able to answer
questions. But I gained confidence to be
more vocal through being connected to
you guys.”
Monique worked with another volunteer, Rita Fan, and two other parents with
young children to offer afternoon craft
sessions with environmental themes.
“I think most of us are just so consumed with our lives. It’s so easy, just
because you’ve got a child, got a family,
you think… I’ll deal with the bigger stuff
later. I suppose I wanted to provide an
opportunity, hoping that there were other
people like me, where it would make a
difference to offer them that opportunity
to talk.”
When I ask her where she goes from
here, she lights up.
“It’s almost become like a sport for me...
There’s a sense of purpose, it’s community
participation and something that I care
about. There’s an adrenalin rush with
being involved and seeing change happen.
It’s quite exciting!”

“It’s almost become like a
sport for me … There’s a sense
of purpose, it’s community
participation and something
that I care about. There’s an
adrenalin rush with being
involved and seeing change
happen. It’s quite exciting!”

π

GIVE A SHOUT OUT!

Do you know an ACF member
who epitomises community
spirit? We’d love to hear
about them. Email us at
habitat@acf.org.au and
share their story.

“Nearly every day
a Boobook Owl sits on
a tree branch in our backyard
and delights our family and
friends just by its presence.
We are fortunate enough
to walk to the beach
when more nurture from
nature seems required.”

Monique De Zoete and Michael Pulsford
during ACF’s federal election campaign.

During the federal election we had volunteers
helping across the country. Photos: James Thomas

Al and Jan Seaman, ACF
members, West Beach SA
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Boobook Owl. Photo: Greg Oakley, courtesy Australian Geographic
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The night
watchers
IF THERE’S ANYONE TO KEEP VESTED INTERESTS HONEST
AND PROTECT FORESTS AND WILDLIFE, IT’S THE NEW GENERATION
OF CITIZEN-SCIENTISTS. ARMED WITH HIGH TECH GADGETRY,
THEY’RE VENTURING INTO MAGNIFICENT FORESTS AS UNOFFICIAL
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ENFORCERS.
ACF's Healthy Ecosystems
Campaigner, Jess Abrahams reports.
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THE TALL, WET FORESTS that cloak the
Victorian stretch of the Great Dividing
Range are a living, breathing haven of
immeasurable beauty. Stretching over
400 kilometres from the outskirts of
Melbourne to Victoria’s coastal border
with NSW, these forests give life to people
and wildlife.
They provide critical habitat to some
of Victoria’s most unique and threatened
species, such as the state’s faunal emblem,
the critically endangered Leadbeater’s
Possum and the vulnerable Greater Glider.
They also provide essential ecosystems
which millions of Victorians depend on; for
fresh drinking water, clean air and beautiful places to explore.
But as you read this, these magnificent
forests are falling — clear-felled, bulldozed,
wood chipped and burnt — largely to
provide fibre to make office paper, even
though plantation and recycled fibre can
do the job. Instead, logging of our forests
destroys precious habitat, reduces fresh
water flows, diminishes valuable carbon
stores, aggravates climate change and
wildfire and defiles natural wonders.
Conflict over Victoria’s forests has
raged for decades. New national parks
were created in the Otways to protect
forests in the west but in the east 1.8
million hectares of publicly owned forest,
including irreplaceable old growth in
East Gippsland and critical habitat for
Leadbeater’s in the Central Highlands,
remain vulnerable to logging.
Time for change
Following a ground-breaking campaign
to create the Great Forest National Park, a
historic opportunity to protect forests and
wildlife now exists through the Victorian
Government’s Forest Industry Taskforce.

Like the Tassie Forest Agreement before
it, the Taskforce presents a unique chance
for ACF and our partners to work collaboratively with former foes in the union and
the wood and fibre industry. If successful,
the Taskforce will deliver new national
parks and ensure a secure wood supply
for industry as well as secure jobs for
workers.
Taskforce deliberations on long-term
change are underway and progress feels in
reach. But, sadly, logging in these forests
continues. Determined to make a difference in the short-term, concerned community members are heading to the forest
to become ‘citizen-scientists’ to gather
invaluable data to use to protect threatened forests and wildlife right now.

Citizen-scientists unite
My own journey as a ‘citizen-scientist’
began in 2004 when as a volunteer at The
Wilderness Society I teamed up with some
mates to try and protect a forest deep in
the Royston Range of Victoria’s Central
Highlands. Using materials acquired from
a two-dollar shop we constructed a set of
humane ‘fur traps’. We would lure in curious wildlife with a bait of smelly cat food
while seizing a sample of fur from the
back of their head on double-sided sticky
tape. Low tech, but relatively effective and
harmless to wildlife.
We headed to the hills to set our fur
traps in a forest scheduled for logging.
Returning the next weekend, we gathered
up the samples and sent them off to the
lab for analysis. When the results came
back, we had captured evidence of a range
of animals including a Brushtail Possum,
a Swamp Wallaby, a feral cat, a fox and a
sheep — or at least some fibres from someone’s woollen jumper.
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Unfortunately, we didn’t turn up any
evidence of threatened species, which
would have helped save the forest by
invoking a habitat protection zone. And
while the evidence of feral cats and foxes
was a serious concern, the far greater
threat was the imminent clear-felling. We
couldn’t save that forest but we did find
and protect a massive old-growth habitat
tree — the ‘Royston big tree’— which still
stands today.
Fast forward a decade or more and a
new generation of citizen-scientists are out
in the forest, this time armed with some
high tech gadgetry — including infrared
night vision, GPS tracking, digital video
and, of course, social media — and they are
doing a much better job than my mates
and I managed!

of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning, to hold VicForests to account.
In doing so, GECO’s citizen-scientists
have become unofficial environmental law
enforcers.
Since January of this year, GECO’s
program has protected over 300 hectares
of high conservation value Greater Glider
habitat that would otherwise have been
logged. In one case, they documented 22
individual Greater Gliders in just one area
of forest where VicForests failed to detect
any. GECO’s surveys have also stopped
numerous acts of illegal rainforest logging.
The program has been so successful it was
nominated as a finalist in the 2015 United
Nations World Environment Day Awards.

Greater Glider and rare
rainforest in East Gippsland

In the Toolangi State Forest just east
of Melbourne, Wildlife of the Central
Highlands (WOTCH), a grassroots community based citizen-science group made
up of passionate community members and
environmental science students, has been
working through the night to survey for
threatened species. Since April of this year
WOTCH has recorded an unprecedented seven Leadbeater’s Possum colonies
within or adjacent to areas of forest scheduled for logging by VicForests. WOTCH
believes the most immediate and effective
way to protect these precious forests is to
identify colonies of critically endangered
Leadbeater’s Possums.
Each successful detection of a tiny,
fast moving ‘Leadie’ high up in the forest
canopy, mandates the declaration of a 200
metre protection buffer that cannot be
legally logged. These buffers really aren’t
big enough but they can make a logging
coupe unviable. Instead WOTCH backs

In the forests of East Gippsland, the
Goongerah Environment Centre (GECO),
a grass roots community group, organises regular citizen-science survey camps.
Volunteers are trained to search for threatened fauna, such as the Greater Gliders
and rare rainforest flora, in areas scheduled for logging. Participants learn about
forest ecology, threats to the forest and
effective survey techniques.
By law, logging enterprise VicForests
must undertake pre-logging surveys to
identify threatened plants and animals in
the areas it intends to log. However, GECO
is constantly finding and documenting
breaches of the law where inadequate
surveys, or no surveys at all, lead to
illegal logging of protected ecosystems.
The invaluable data the volunteers collect
is drawn on to generate formal reports,
which GECO submits to the Department
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Leadbeater’s Possums in
the Central Highlands

“A new generation of citizenscientists are armed with high
tech gadgetry — infrared night
vision, GPS tracking, digital
video and, social media.”

Cottonwood Range of East Gippsland VIC.
Photos: Raphael Korman

the recommendation of experts at the
Australian National University who argue
buffers must be increased to one kilometre.
WOTCH volunteers also strongly believe
that in order to ensure the ongoing survival of the Leadbeater’s Possum, logging
must immediately halt in all areas where
colonies are known to exist.
It shouldn’t be up to volunteers, science students and concerned community
members to save threated wildlife and
their habitat. But it seems governments
and their agencies are too busy or too
conflicted to do the surveying properly.
So until things change at a systemic level
citizen-scientists will continue to play an
essential role in protecting our forests — 
one survey at a time.

π

GET INVOLVED

GECO’s citizen-science survey
camps are free and open to
everyone. No prior knowledge
or experience is required. More
information can be found at
www.geco.org.au
π If you would like to find out
more about WOTCH, or get
involved in their surveys,
follow them on Facebook
www.facebook.com/VICWOTCH
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Too good to waste
THE ADNYAMATHANHA PEOPLE ARE FACING A DEVASTATING AFFRONT
TO THEIR SPIRITUAL LAND: NUCLEAR WASTE FOREVER.
ACF’s Senior Media Adviser, Josh Meadows reports on the proposed plan
for a dump site where their ancestors are buried.

IF YOU’RE RENTING A HOUSE on a
12-month lease, it would be completely
unacceptable to on-sell it to someone else.
And no one would think it’s OK to knock
down a house you’re renting and build
a block of flats. Just imagine the owner’s
reaction.
That’s how Dave Sweeney, ACF’s
nuclear free campaigner, describes what’s
happening at Wallerberdina Station, near
Barndioota in South Australia’s Flinders
Ranges.
The area has been home to the
Adnyamathanha people and their
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ancestors for thousands of years. But
Grant Chapman, a former Liberal Party
senator who holds a pastoral lease at
Wallerberdina, plans to on-sell the land so
the federal government can build a national facility to store nuclear waste that stays
radioactive for thousands of years.
Imagine what the owners think of that
idea.
“The area is Adnyamathanha land,”
says Traditional Owner Regina McKenzie,
who lives at Yappala Station, which
adjoins the area nominated for the facility.
“It is arngurla yarta (spiritual land). The

proposed dumpsite contains thousands
of Aboriginal artefacts. Our ancestors are
buried there. We don’t want a nuclear
waste dump here on our country and
worry that if the waste comes here it will
harm our environment and muda (our
lore, creation).”

When the area was declared the
government’s preferred site in
April, Traditional Owner Regina
McKenzie told ABC radio it was
“like getting news of a death”.

hookina_need image credit from Dave S Photo: to come
Hookina Spring SA. Photo: Cat Beaton

When the area was declared the government’s preferred site in April, Regina
told ABC radio it was “like getting news
of a death”.
Regina says station owner Grant
Chapman did not consult with them
before nominating the land. Mr Chapman
confirmed this to ABC TV’s 7.30 programme, saying “it wasn’t appropriate to
consult prior to nomination. I mean, it is
our property”.
Like many others, Dave Sweeney
was very surprised when the beautiful Flinders Ranges was named as the

federal government’s preferred location
for a radioactive waste dump. “Rounded
hills, red rocks, white trees, big streams,
big eucalypts, mauve and red and pink
colours … It’s obviously really significant to the Adnyamathanha people.
Adnyamathanha means hill people or rock
people. That’s their land. They’re deeply
concerned. It’s imbued with massive cultural significance.”
Just one kilometre from the proposed
waste dump site is Hookina Spring, a
special place for the Adnyamathanha,
especially the women. In the midst of this

dry country, these springs produce cool,
clean water, 365 days a year. The proposed
waste dumpsite is only 30 kilometres from
Wilpena Pound, the tourist hub of the
Flinders Ranges.
“We’re not talking remote Australia,”
Dave says. “We’re talking regional
Australia with lots of services, lots of grey
nomads, lots of school groups going up on
a bus for an adventure tour, lots of international travellers and backpackers. And
there’s also opportunities for ecotourism,
for value adding to food production, cultural tourism, art — all sorts of stuff in that
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region that also could be compromised by
this proposal.”
In contrast, the waste dump would
create hardly any new jobs. Dave Sweeney
believes it might sustain between six and
sixteen jobs after construction — and even
that would almost certainly be undertaken
by a big capital city engineering contractor,
rather than by locals.
“It’s a reasonably short-term thing.
The waste isn’t short term, but the actual
project is. You build a shed, you build a
security fence, you upgrade a road, you
dig a trench. You might line the trench and
have it concreted and stepped. But basically it’s pretty rudimentary earthworks and
engineering. It’s unlikely to generate a lot
of local employment.”
So the nomination is not about local
jobs. But it is about long-held beliefs.
In 1996 Grant Chapman, the station
owner and former senator, chaired a
parliamentary committee that recommended a single national repository to
house Australia’s radioactive waste. But
is there really a compelling case for a
single national site in the outback? Much
of Australia’s nuclear waste is generated
at the Lucas Heights reactor, operated
by the Australian Nuclear Science and
Technology Organisation (ANSTO),
south of Sydney. Doesn’t it make sense to
continue to store the waste there — close
to where it is generated, in a well-maintained, secure facility — rather than
truck it across the country and impose
it on an unwilling community? ANSTO
has said it “is capable of handling and
storing wastes for long periods of time.
There is no difficulty with that.” Whereas
dumping it in the Flinders Ranges
would create great difficulty for the
Adnyamathanha.
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So in a cold week in May, with
funding raised by the ACF community,
Conservation SA and Friends of the Earth,
Traditional Owner Regina McKenzie and
her sister Vivienne travelled from the
Flinders Ranges to Melbourne to meet
with federal minister Josh Frydenberg.
Minister Frydenberg spent two hours with
the McKenzie sisters and listened to their
concerns about the waste dump proposal.
(The former Labor Resources Minister
Martin Ferguson rejected numerous
requests by Aboriginal Traditional Owners
from Muckaty in the Northern Territory,
who wanted to meet with him to discuss
plans for a dump on their land.)
Minister Frydenberg told NITV “legitimate issues have been raised about the
Indigenous heritage in the broader area”
and said the government would “undertake a comprehensive and independent
heritage assessment and further consult
with key stakeholders before any final
decisions are made”.
Since then a post-election Cabinet
re-shuffle has made Mr Frydenberg the
new Minister for Environment and Energy.
This means the responsibility for the waste
dump issue now rests with Nationals
Senator Matt Canavan.

Dave Sweeney is convinced
the Adnyamathanha people
can stop the dump. He urges
doubters to remember the
example of the Muckaty
Traditional Owners.
Dave Sweeney is convinced the
Adnyamathanha people can stop the
dump. He urges doubters to remember

the example of the Muckaty Traditional
Owners. They were from a remote part
of Australia. All the key institutions were
against them: the federal government, the
Northern Territory Government, even
their representative Aboriginal body, the
Northern Land Council. Yet, with the support of conservation groups, churches and
unions, they saw off Minister Ferguson
and his nuclear waste plan.
Dave hopes Minister Canavan will
champion a more mature debate about
how Australia handles radioactive material,
rather than continue to search for a vulnerable postcode. He hopes the new minister
will understand it’s not a question of
changing the messaging or offering bigger
inducements to the Adnyamathanha.
“They aren’t going anywhere. They
don’t want to go anywhere. They don’t
want to buy a big house in Adelaide. They
are already home. They are forever home.
And they don’t want forever waste on
their home.”
Listen to the full interview with Dave
Sweeney at soundcloud.com/ausconservation
and turn to page 38 to read about Dave’s
recent travels in Martu Country.

π

WHAT CAN I DO?

People can send messages
of support which we will hand
deliver to the Adnyamathanha
people via ACF:
Dave Sweeney
Nuclear-Free Campaigner
ACF
1/60 Leicester St
Carlton VIC 3053
or habitat@acf.org.au

What you
thought!
Your responses to our ‘Tell us what you think!’
questionnaire
THANK YOU to the hundreds of habitat
readers who replied to the questionnaire
we included with our last issue. Your
feedback was extremely helpful in shaping the direction of our magazine. We’re
glad to hear that it’s read widely and
well received by so many of you.

Here’s a snapshot:

>> 84% of you spend more than 30
minutes or longer reading the magazine (43% for more than an hour)
and you consider it an important
connection for you to ACF.
>> 54% of you are very or somewhat
likely to share habitat. You mentioned your doctors’ waiting rooms,
offices, local libraries, workplaces,
along with friends and family.
>> 82% of you said you prefer it in
hardcopy (printed on 100% recycled
FSC paper of course).

What you want to read about:

>> Inspiring and positive stories about
people and communities, success stories with beautiful, strong imagery:
“Varied feel good and positive stories
would be a bonus in a world where the
news is grim.”
“Stories of people doing something
inspiring others.”
“I enjoy the beautiful photos. I think
they often speak more than words.”
“I like articles that show something has
been won, good news stories.”
>> What ACF is doing, what you can do
to help and make a difference, and
to hear about/from the broader ACF
community.
>> Practical ideas to live more
sustainably.
>> Factual and insightful content that
you may not get elsewhere about
climate change, conservation and
threatened species.

In this issue we have introduced some new sections in direct response to your
feedback. Although we currently publish bi-annually, we have increased the length
to 40 pages. Thank you again for taking the time to tell us what you think! Keep the
feedback coming at habitat@acf.org.au
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A
Clean Energy
Future

DR ROBIN GUNNING IS SPEARHEADING
A CLEAN ENERGY FUTURE IN THE SMALL TOWN
OF MANILLA, NEW SOUTH WALES.
She talks with ACF’s Media Adviser, James Norman
about the importance of persistence in life and activism.
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ONE THING that can certainly be said
about Robin Gunning is that she loves
a challenge. The first time I contact her
about this story she is out on foot letterboxing her local electorate for a World
Environment Day rally. She helped
organise the rally in Tamworth in the
weeks before the federal election to draw
attention to climate change.
Having worked as an agricultural
scientist and been a lifelong bush walker,
Gunning is unstoppable in her determination to connect with anyone who will listen
about the urgent need for serious action on
climate change — whether it be local farmers,
politicians, the media, or her local Rotary
Clubs and Country Women’s Association.
“I know that eventually we will
succeed on getting meaningful action on
climate change,” she says. “But you’ve got
to be in it for the long haul.”

“I know that eventually we
will succeed on getting
meaningful action on climate
change, but you’ve got to
be in it for the long haul.”
Gunning enjoyed what she describes
as an ‘idyllic childhood’ growing up on
the Murray River on the Victorian side
at Yarrawonga with her siblings and
birdwatching parents. “Living on the
Murray is the most beautiful place to live.
The birdlife along the river there at Lake
Mulwala was just absolutely spectacular
and that’s what captivated my parents into
birdwatching,” she says.
“But even as a kid the industrialisation
taking place struck me as unsustainable.
The farming processes to take this water
from the Murray meant that there were
already areas that were covered in salt.”
When Gunning moved to Tamworth
in the late 1980s to take a post with

the Department of Primary industries,
she became an active bushwalker and
got involved in a forest campaign that
changed her life. “Tamworth is on the
western side of the Great Dividing Range.
There are lots of magical National Parks
and forests up on the top of the Ranges,
one in particular called Ben Halls Gap
State Forest about 60km south east of
Tamworth. It has this glorious mossy
rainforest with Powerful Owls and Greater
Gliders and all sorts of amazing creatures.
It was our favorite place to be — but they
were going to log it.”
Although she says “none of us had ever
done anything like this before” the group
decided there and then that they would
fight the logging proposal for the site.
“It took us about ten years but we did
it — we saved it. We learnt how to engage
the press, we learnt how to engage politicians. Eventually NSW Premier Bob Carr
declared it a National Park. It was a huge
lesson on how to do things,” she says, “a
great lesson in patience.”
This experience proved crucial in the
next great challenge of her life — convincing mostly conservative cotton farmers in
the Liverpool Plains region about the risks
to their livelihoods from climate change.
“As a scientist it was quite obvious
to me that climate change was real — the
evidence was there. I’d been talking about
climate change since the 70s,” she says.
“They were very good, intelligent people,
but they all just looked at me and said
that was all a load of crap. Secretly, I was
absolutely horrified that these famers
and businessmen didn’t realise they were
going to be directly affected by climate
change. At that moment I thought I really
need to do something about this because
I really do care about these guys and their
industry. That’s what motivated me.”
Since that time, Gunning has been
trained as a Climate Leader and has

delivered speeches to more than 80 groups
including schools, universities, the local
Rotary Clubs and the Country Women’s
Association.
She has become a thorn in the side
of local Nationals MP and Deputy PM
Barnaby Joyce in her local electorate of
New England where she regularly appears
in the local media and leads a vocal climate change group.
For the past four years, Gunning has
also been leading a group called Manilla
Community Renewable Energy aiming to
take the small town of Manilla — about 40
kilometres from Tamworth — off-grid and
switch to 100 per cent renewable energy
using a bio-gas model that uses a bio-digester turning agricultural waste from
farms into clean energy.
The group has partnered with the
local branch of the Country Women’s
Association, the feasibility study is
complete, a site has been secured and the
project is set to become a reality.
“The CWA is normally a pretty
conservative organisation, but they were
pragmatic enough to realise that a new
industry in their town was a marvellous
opportunity. It was a great way of building
bridges in the community,” says Gunning.
Reflecting on her work — from saving
a local forest, to being part of a global
community of climate leaders, to forming
unlikely alliances within her local community to transform their local energy
system — Gunning insists it is connection
with determined people at the local and
global level that gives her the strength and
tenacity to persevere.
“I’m nothing extraordinary — I’m just
persistent,” she says. “But together we are
strong.”

Robin Gunning, Environment Day Tamworth NSW.
Photo: Tony Grant
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Honouring
Ern
Some of you may
remember nature
photographer Ern
Mainka, whose film
photography was
featured in habitat
in the 1980s and
1990s. Ern passed
away last year and
we recently learnt
from longstanding ACF
member David Tatnall
that his family has
now donated his entire
photographic archive
to the State Library of
Victoria. In the words
of David, over many
decades conservation
campaigns benefitted
greatly from Ern’s talent
and commitment.
The special places in
nature that Ern loved
best, and helped save,
remain a legacy to his
life and a testament
to the power of his
photographs.
Would you like a
poster-sized art print of
Ern’s magnificent snow
gum bark image? Email
a photo showing your
connection to nature
(minimum 300dpi) to
habitat@acf.org.au
and the winning entry
will be featured in the
next issue of habitat.
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2017 Diary
on sale now!
Be awed by the incredible diversity of life in Australia
—this ancient island continent, its seas and waters,
its unique creatures and country.
In 2017, the much loved ACF diary features:
››A picture for each week of the year
››58 spectacular colour photographs of Australian flora,
fauna, sea and landscapes
››Convenient size: 235 x 165mm, 120 pages
The ACF diary makes an ideal Christmas gift for friends
and family in Australia and overseas.
By purchasing this diary, you'll help the Australian
Conservation Foundation create a world where forests,
rivers, people, oceans and wildlife thrive.
TO ORDER ONLINE, AND FOR A LIST OF STOCKISTS VISIT:

www.acf.org.au/diary

Your
living
legacy
An exceptional gift
What will future generations see as our legacy?
Will they be awed by the incredible diversity of our living world?
Will they marvel at the reef, the range and our ancient forests as we do?
And remember us for shaping a better future where all living things can thrive?
By giving a gift in your will, you can make this your living legacy — an exceptional gift indeed. To receive a copy
of our bequests brochure please contact Upeka Kumarasinghe today at ACF 1800 223 669 or bequests@acf.org.au
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Sticking together:
community and climate
THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY IN HOW WE RESPOND
TO CLIMATE CHANGE CANNOT BE UNDERESTIMATED.
By journalist James Whitmore, guest author for habitat.

WITH ALL THE BAD NEWS that surrounds
it, climate change can make you feel very
small. Last year was the hottest on record;
this year will beat that record. While the
world last year agreed in Paris to limit
global warming to two degrees, scientists
this year showed we’ll pass that threshold
within decades. It seems harder than ever
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions fast
enough to stay safe. It can feel like things
are falling apart.
But one of the key factors — if not the
key factor — in making sure things don’t
fall apart is us. Call it what you like — people power, sticking together, loving your
neighbour, just being nice — community
touches every part of how we respond to
climate change, but particularly how we
survive it.
It’s too late to avoid climate change:
it’s already here. It’s not too late to do
something to avoid the worst impacts,
but we still need to have a think about
how we’re going to deal with higher seas,
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hotter heatwaves, floods, drought, bushfires and other, more fundamental changes
to our environment.
When it comes to surviving climate
change, we can learn a lot from other
disasters — the floods, fires and heatwaves
Australia is already familiar with, and the
kinds of disasters they have overseas, such
as earthquakes and tsunamis. The first step
is to know your risk — what are the chances
you’ll be subject to a particular threat?
Which threats are most likely to affect you?
The second is to plan and practice your
response. And the third is, love your neighbours. Time and time again studies have
shown that communities that stick together
survive better.
Amanda Ripley writes in The
Unthinkable that “the people who save you
will not be wearing badges. They will be
your neighbours and co-workers.”
This is particularly relevant for heatwaves, climate change’s biggest killers.
The heatwave that accompanied the 2009

Black Saturday fires killed nearly twice as
many people as the fires themselves. Age,
poverty, poor housing, and pre-existing
medical conditions are risks, and they
often act in combination. Researchers of
US heatwaves have argued, “one of reasons why heatwaves receive less attention
than other natural disasters in spite of
claiming more lives is that many victims
of extreme heat live isolated lives on the
fringes of society.”
So the Australian Red Cross recommends that older people, “Build your
support network. People who know each
other better are more likely to turn to
each other for help.” And for the rest of
us, “If you know someone who might
be susceptible to heat stress, stop by and
make sure they know what to do to stay
cool.”
Ric Hingee, who lost his home in the
2003 Canberra bushfires, recalled that after
the fires a lot of people left the suburbs
worst affected.

Often one of the most difficult
psychological struggles
associated with climate change
is feeling as though you’re
the only one who cares.

Tree fern regenerating after fire, Tawonga Gap VIC. Photo: Bruce Paton

“I then started to get messages from
these people saying this was the worst
thing they’d ever done … The social
capital of a supportive neighbourhood and
everyone helping each other — we used to
have it in this area I lived in — that disappeared, we don’t have that anymore. That
social capital is very valuable.”
Six years after the Black Saturday
fires, researchers found that communities,
despite the utter devastation they had experienced, were recovering well. Why? Social
ties were the key. Involvement in community groups, living with someone and
having family and friends in the community were all important for building social
ties. While the people most affected by the
fires left the communities, those that stayed
experienced a stronger sense of community
connection. The more community groups
a person was involved in, the better they
fared. Lisa Gipps, a lead researcher on the
project, wrote on ‘The Conversation’ that
people could build community resilience

by joining a community group, getting to
know their neighbours and meeting other
parents through their children.
Climate change will not always strike
so directly. This year a fifth of the Great
Barrier Reef’s coral died under the influence of El Nino and climate change (and
half in the northern-most parts). Once
stunningly diverse reefs turned pale and
lifeless. The grief expressed by scientists
who had spent lives deciphering the reef’s
wonders was palpable.
That feeling of community isn’t
just helpful after a disaster; it can also
strengthen us when contemplating future

disaster and losses further away. Often
one of the most difficult psychological
struggles associated with climate change
is feeling as though you’re the only one
who cares.
Taking action with a group of
like-minded people can really help. As
ethicist Clive Hamilton has written, “the
sense of shared purpose associated with
working more collaboratively with others
to protect the common interest can also
reduce the ‘burden of knowing’.”
Whether it’s supercharged disasters, or
the gradual shift to a new world, sticking
together can help us stick it out.

π Visit www.survivingclimatechange.net to read more
and to purchase the book.
π The Handbook: Surviving and Living with Climate Change
by Jane Rawson and James Whitmore is published by
Transit Lounge.
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ACF federal election campaign volunteers door knocking. Photo: Timothy Herbert
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Our campaigns
WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO AT ACF OVER THE PAST SIX MONTHS?
ACF's Brand and Engagement Facilitator, Sara McMillan reports.

IT’S BEEN AN ACTIVE TIME for all of us at
ACF since the last issue of habitat, not least
because a federal election has been and
gone…
The proof of your amazing efforts is
in these numbers: you sent candidates
56,860 voter pledges and 3000 origami
fish pledges. Our election scorecard rating
the environmental policies of the major
parties was covered by major news outlets
nationally. This left candidates in no doubt
that representing you means standing up
for cutting pollution, supporting clean
energy and protecting the places you love.
Many of you attended campaign schools
with our community organisers in May
and together we made an impact.
With the Places You Love Alliance
we successfully obtained policy commitments from Labor and the Greens to
overhaul Australia’s broken environment
laws. If our laws truly protected our
environment, our recent challenge to the
approval of Adani’s massive Carmichael
coal mine would not have been necessary.
In August, the Federal Court found that
under our current laws former Minister
Hunt’s approval of the Carmichael coal
mine will stand. Since this mine was
approved, global warming has fuelled the
worst coral bleaching on record. The grim
reality is that if we don’t cut pollution, the
Great Barrier Reef could be gone in just
a few decades (see the full report on the
Adani campaign over the page).
In other big news, the future of
Victoria’s forests is looking brighter after
the Victorian Forest Industry Taskforce — 
comprising environment groups, the
timber industry and union representatives — agreed on a Statement of Intent
in July. Once foes, all parties have committed to work together to find ways to
protect Victoria’s unique native flora and

fauna and threatened species, such as the
Leadbeater’s possum, and put the industry on a sustainable footing. This process
saw stakeholders from very different perspectives sitting together around the table,
collectively solving shared problems.
Don’t miss Jess Abraham’s insightful piece
on page 16, ‘The Night Watchers’.
A new government means a new ministry. We’ve presented constructive solutions to the COAG Energy Council and the
new Energy and Environment Minister to
encourage them to transition Australia’s
energy networks away from a reliance on
last century’s energy sources. We’ve developed the next stage of the Leaders’ Forum
for Energy Transition, bringing together
prominent Australian leaders to advocate
for the clean energy transformation we
know is necessary and possible.
Along with the Australia Institute we
released a report ‘Greasing the Wheels’
to expose the cosy and dangerous
relationships of influence between the
Queensland government, big polluting
mining companies and their lobbyists. The
report recommends a Special Commission
of Inquiry into the influence of the mining
industry on public decision making in
Queensland.
In Northern Australia, we’ve worked
hard to secure funding commitments to
achieve conservation outcomes in partnership with Traditional Owners. On
Cape York Peninsula we welcomed a state
government commitment of $29.6 million
over four years to continue to resolve
land tenure issues on the Cape and create
new national parks and nature refuges
under joint management with Traditional
Owners.
We also welcomed the Queensland
Government’s additional funding of $2.2
million over three years to progress two

World Heritage nominations. With the
consent of Traditional Owners and the
support of local communities, suitable
parts of Cape York and an expanded
Fraser Island World Heritage area would
be nominated for World Heritage status.
In conjunction with Intrepid Travel,
members of ACF’s community, including
supporters and staff, joined two more
‘Journeys into Olkola Country’ on Cape
York. You might remember a story about
these unique tours in the December 2015
issue of habitat.
Also on Cape York, we exposed plans
for in-stream mining in rivers that flow
to another World Heritage area we are
advocating to save: the Great Barrier Reef.
The Queensland Government is considering approval of three so-called in-stream
mines that will directly damage the fragile
ecology of rivers and threaten cultural
and conservation values. ACF contributed to stories on ABC’s 7.30 and TV news
bulletins.
But the Northern Australia work
doesn’t end there; warning investors off
shale gas development in the Kimberley
and helping Indigenous Rangers establish
new tourism ventures in the north have
also been a focus of our work.
Never giving up on a nuclear-free
future, we contested the South Australian
nuclear Royal Commission’s recommendation that the state move ‘as soon
as possible’ to import and store around
one-third of the world’s high level radioactive waste. We also gave support to
an Adnyamathanha delegation from the
Flinders Ranges to visit Melbourne for
public meetings, media interviews and a
meeting with Minister Josh Frydenberg to
resist plans for a radioactive waste dump
on their country. See Josh Meadows’ story
on page 20.
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Thank you for your
origami fish!
IN OUR LAST ISSUE OF HABITAT WE ASKED YOU TO FLOOD
THE OFFICES OF MPS AND ELECTION CANDIDATES WITH ORIGAMI FISH
IN THE LEAD UP TO THE FEDERAL ELECTION.
BY SENDING OVER 3000 ORIGAMI FISH
to federal MPs and election candidates,
you left our leaders in no doubt that you
wanted to reject the mine and protect the
reef. With your support, we sent a strong
message that climate pollution from
Adani’s giant Carmichael coal mine could
kill our reef.
It’s astounding that since this mine
was approved, we have lost nearly a quarter of the reef’s coral to global warming. If
we don’t cut pollution, the Great Barrier
Reef could be gone in just a few decades.
In August the Federal Court found that
under our current laws, Minister Hunt’s
approval of Adani’s coal mine was
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legitimate. It proves we need a new generation of environment laws that account for
global warming.
We are now appealing the Federal
Court’s decision on our case to stop
Adani’s Carmichael coal mine. Let’s continue to show our leaders that we won’t
stop until this mine is stopped once and
for all. Join us in calling on the Federal
Environment Minister, Josh Frydenberg, to
reject this mine and create strong new laws
to protect our Great Barrier Reef.

π Keep up to date on our progress
and how you can be involved at
www.acf.org.au/reef

Member Profile:
Des Hoban
ACF MEMBERS ARE AS VARIED AS THE ENVIRONMENTS THEY STAND
UP FOR. THIS ISSUE WE SPOT LIGHT ON A BRISBANE-BASED SUPPORTER
WITH A PASSION FOR INLAND AUSTRALIA.
By Karl Goodsell, ACF Community Organiser.

“DES HAS SUCH A BIG HEART” is a com-

Des Hoban in front of native saltbush in his garden.
Photo: Karl Goodsell

“My aim is to provide urban
folk with a heads up on how
we are managing the bush
and how we can play our role
as custodians of country.”

π ACF has some incredibly
hard-working supporters, do
you know a member with an
interesting story? Email us at
habitat@acf.org.au and tell us
all about them.
π Des’s book: Bushcare:
A Citizen’s Audit will be
available on Amazon.com
in November this year.

ment I hear from volunteers who know or
have worked with him. What many don’t
know is that behind his unassuming exterior lies a great story, filled with passion,
excitement and hope. Des has lived a life
that most people could only dream about.
He’s driven by a strong sense of social
justice, adventure and a commitment to
protect unique biodiversity. From working
as a Patrol Officer in remote parts of Papua
New Guinea in the 1960s to being in charge
of water supply/sanitation and government reform projects in countries such as
Vietnam, Indonesia, the Philippines, Samoa
and the then-autonomous Sikkim, Des
has been working hands-on in developing
countries for decades.
Des is retired now and lives in
Indooroopilly. He has been leading a local
bushcare group for 15 years, with great
success in re-establishing native flora and
teaching the community about the importance of protecting local habitat. He’s also
been writing a book called, ‘Bushcare: A
Citizen’s Audit’, which is focused on land
degradation and loss of biodiversity in the
bush. He explains:
“In my retirement I’ve been making
long trips out west to get myself better
informed about land management and
conservation issues in the bush. I have
spent a lot of time bush-camping and
meeting with the people who manage the

bush to get their take on what works and
what doesn't.
“I have realised that there is a lack of
informative material about living and
working in the inland regions of Australia.
Coastal and urban folk know very little
about brigalow country or mulga country
or channel country. My aim with this
book is to provide urban folk with a
heads up on how we are managing the
bush and how we can play our role as
custodians of country.”
Des feels the community sector has
been neglecting environmental issues
in the bush. “Where is the focus on land
degradation, tree clearance and loss of
biodiversity in inland Australia? While
everyone worries about coastal species
and coastal environmental issues, the
bush is really suffering. I want to raise
awareness of environmental issues in the
bush — that’s why I joined ACF. I have
been a supporter of ACF for a long time
but I am now more active. I’m excited
by the work that ACF does in Brisbane
and around Australia. I’ve joined ACF’s
local group in Ryan to drive change both
in natural places in Brisbane and beyond.
It’s fantastic to see so many enthusiastic
and passionate people coming together to
drive environmental change. It’s what we
need all across this great country of ours
to ensure that the natural places we love
are protected for generations to come!”
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COMPILED BY ANTJE DUN,
ACF’S LIBRARIAN AND RESEARCH OFFICER

Reading and reflections
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FEATURE BOOK

The House that Jack Built — Jack
Mundey, Green Bans Hero by
James Colman, New South Press
Released in August, The House the Jack
Built tells the story of living legend, Jack
Mundey, a passionate man who changed
Australian attitudes towards urban
environmental conservation. He came
to the fore in the 60s and 70s when the
property boom in Sydney saw hundreds
of heritage buildings and sites facing the
bulldozer, including the historic Rocks
precinct. At the time, heritage protection
was non-existent, and the politicians of
the day turned a blind eye to the frenzy of
demolition. In response, Jack Mundey took
the Builders’ Labourers Federation (BLF)
to the forefront of the heritage movement
in NSW and imposed trade union bans on
any development that might be considered harmful to the environment. The term
‘green ban’, coined by Mundey himself,
became headline news.

With ever-growing grass-roots support, the BLF
imposed green bans on dozens of projects that threatened
heritage buildings and nature areas throughout Sydney
and across Australia. Pressure for reform grew mainly
because of grass roots community action; planning laws
were up-dated so that almost every state adopted progressive urban planning and heritage conservation laws by the
late 80s. Community power had arrived.
My book covers Mundey’s achievements and activities in the world of planning and conservation, including
Mundey’s enduring involvement with ACF. Mundey
played a key role in the environment movement embracing urban environments. He was an ACF Councillor for
twenty years, as well as vice president and, it’ll come as
no surprise, that he is also an ACF Honorary Life Member.
Today he stands as an inspiration for how to work with
others to value and protect what is important for the
future of both the cultural and natural environments.
More details at www.housejackbuilt.com.au
Guest author  — James Colman  — Sydney-based architect,
planner and university lecturer. James is a longstanding
ACF member.

π Special offer: Use the discount code
JACK20 to get 20% off when ordering from
www.newsouthbooks.com.au

BOOKS

“There is something in the contact between the human being and
nature which is very hard to explain, but as you lie on Mother
Earth and look up at the stars, the life force seems to bring a
new health to your tired limbs and worried mind.” Marie Byles

The Summit of her ambition: The spirited life
of Marie Byles 1900–1979 by Anne McLeod
How do we have all these amazing places in Australia that
are protected? We have them because of people like Marie
Byles. She was a woman ahead of her time — who dared
to challenge the existing state of affairs on women’s rights,
nature and consumerism. The first woman to practise law
in NSW, a feminist, mountaineer and keen bushwalker,
she devoted herself to protecting the nature she grew
to know and love as part of her weekend bushwalking
trips within reach of Sydney. Working as an advocate and
legal advisor for the Sydney Bush Walkers club and the
Federation of Bush Walking Clubs, Marie helped to have
vast areas of land protected for future generations, such as
the beautiful Bouddi National Park. This well-researched
book will make you appreciate all that she worked
towards and is a great read. So, the next time you visit a
national park, honour all the ‘Maries’ of the world and be
inspired.
More details and how to purchase book at
www.annemcleod.com.au
Guest contributor — Geoff Mosely, former ACF Director
and Councillor. Geoff is an ACF Honorary Life Member.

Southern Cross Safari:
Around Australia by bus
and train by Bruce Gall
This book is about ‘that trip’ around
Australia the one you have been dreaming
of, or have been lucky enough to do. The
author, ACF member Bruce Gall details
his incredible 26 000km-journey around
Australia, travelling by bus and train to
some of the most remote parts of this
rugged country. A mix of travel, nature,
and history, this memoir features thoughtful observations and insights, especially
about our national parks and reserves,
and all with a dash of good Aussie
humour. A book for those that would like
to reminisce, plan or travel via their living
room sofa.
More details and how to purchase
book at www.southerncrosssafari.com
Bruce Gall is one of ACF’s longest members celebrating his 50th membership year
on 1st Dec 2016. Thank you so much for
your dedicated support, Bruce!
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Making
a difference
THIS IS OUR NEW PAGE CELEBRATING INSPIRING PEOPLE DOING GREAT
WORK — AN ANTIDOTE TO THE BAD NEWS STORIES OUT THERE!
SHOUT OUT: Making a difference
Proving that you are never too young to
care about the world we live in, nineyear-old ACF supporter Lou Gole recently
decided that he wanted to raise money for
ACF to stop the Adani Carmichael coal
mine — an issue close to all of our hearts.
Selling cupcakes at Montville Market, he
made $67.10 and was promptly named a
‘little legend’ when ACF staff heard about
his efforts!

Education and celebration event, Redhead Sustainable Neighbourhood Group at
Lake Mac’s Festival of Surfing 2015. Image supplied by Lake Macquarie City Council.

Communities getting on with it
A community-based initiative going from strength to
strength is Lake Macquarie City Council’s Sustainable
Neighbourhood Program. Colin Mondy, an ACF member
since the 1980s, Secretary of the Redhead Sustainable
Neighbourhood, and board member of the Sustainable
Neighbourhood Alliance says “the program involves community volunteers working together to face the challenge
of living sustainably.”
With over 15 groups established and around 4900
participants, much has been achieved already and the
program continues to grow. “What is significant about
this program is the consideration of sustainability as
not only the protection and conservation of the environment, but the knowledge, strength and resilience
of the community to make the changes that will increasingly become necessary,” said Colin. Find out more at
www.sustainableneighbourhoods.org.au.
Lou Gole at Montville Markets QLD. Photo: Judith Sinnamon
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Eco twists, tweets and turns
THIS IS OUR NEW PAGE KEEPING YOU UP-TO-DATE
WITH INTERESTING NEWS ABOUT OUR NATURAL WORLD.
Albatross survival
 — it’s a stinky subject
They’re one of the world’s most majestic
seabirds, but collecting albatross poo might
not strike you as the world’s most glamorous task. In fact, analysis of seabird faeces
by an Institute for Marine and Antarctic
Studies (IMAS) researcher could help
contribute to the survival of the world’s 22
albatross species and is conducted in some
amazingly remote areas. A study led by
PhD candidate Julie McInnes recommends
ongoing monitoring of the diet of albatrosses across a network of key global sites to
help understand the impact of fishing and
climate change on vulnerable populations.
“As we’re understanding more and
more about the marine system, things are
changing, but we’re often not collecting
repeatable data where you can look at
those changes over time, Ms McInnes says.
“There are very few sites where we can look
at long term studies and see if the albatross
diet is changing over time, how it’s changing, and whether this is something that we
need to be worried about.”

With albatross listed as one of the
world’s most threatened seabird groups (17
of the 22 species are endangered or threatened), analysis of their diet can inform
conservation and management strategies
as well as provide an insight into the status
of the broader marine ecosystem.
Ms McInnes said new approaches,
such as DNA analysis of scats, are helping
supplement established techniques for
identifying albatross food, but the difficulty of accessing remote breeding grounds
and collecting samples during the months
the birds spend at sea means there are
still major gaps in what’s known about
albatross diets.
“Shy albatross in Tasmania stay around
their colony during winter so we have
access to the scats year round and can
compare winter and breeding season diets.
“But they’re one of just two albatross
species to do that and unfortunately for
most albatross it’s still difficult to monitor
their diets all year round.”
For anyone left in any doubt as to
the rewarding nature of Ms McInnes’

important research, she explains that
“albatross like to breed in exposed areas
where it’s often wildly windy and they
can land and take off without too many
issues. Getting there and being part of
their world is an incredible experience.”
She believes the fate of albatrosses has
wider implications for the entire Southern
Ocean ecosystem.

As Sustainably As Possible podcast
If you want to hear interviews with
climate scientists, high profile environmentalists, musicians and schools, tune to
Radio ASAP = As Sustainably As Possible,
a 12-part environmental podcast series.
The first episode’s topic is solar energy.
Radio ASAP is the brainchild of Shirley
Lewis, environmental activist, veteran
journalist and broadcaster, and mother.
The emphasis of Radio ASAP is on the
practical: we need to take action, but
what kinds of action do we need to take
as citizens of this world? To listen and
for more info, visit: www.pledgeasap.com/
radio-asap-environment-sustainability

Shy albatross on Albatross Island TAS. Photo: Julie McInnes
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A personal (eco) challenge

HOW DOES ONE BEST LIVE A FULL LIFE
when so much of it is dominated by
radioactive half-lives? This is my personal
and daily challenge in my work with ACF
helping move Australia away from the
nuclear industry. Each day sees wins and
losses in what can sometimes seem like
an endless, high stakes game of snakes
and ladders.
But sometimes events, people or
conversations serve to highlight the
importance and the difference our
collective efforts make. These can be big
ticket occasions such as the Tennant Creek
community’s win over long-held federal
plans for a radioactive waste dump on
their country, or the protection of the magnificent Koongarra region with its formal
incorporation into Kakadu National Park.
Often they are quiet comments, like an old
friend picking a gap in a recent conversation to acknowledge hard yards and long
years. And sometimes these moments
occur literally off the radar.
I had a deep off-the-radar reality check
recently when I was lucky enough to join
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DAVE SWEENEY,
ACF’S NUCLEAR-FREE
CAMPAIGNER PONDERS HIS LIFE
JOURNEY AFTER BEING INVITED
TO JOIN THE MARTU PEOPLE
FOR A WALK FOLLOWING
ANCIENT STORYLINES AND
WATERWAYS.

The Martu include some of the
last contact First Nations people
in Australia, and are resilient,
proud and increasing concerned.

an assortment of artists and activists, a
collection of the creative and concerned
on a walk across Karlamilyi National
Park. Previously known as Rudall River
National Park, Karlamilyi is located in
the arid and remote East Pilbara region of
West Australia and is second in size only to
Kakadu. It’s a long way from my cluttered
desk in ACF’s green building in Melbourne,
but the connections are clear and direct.
The Aboriginal people who live on and
with this country are the Martu people.
They include some of the last contact First
Nations people in Australia. They are
resilient, proud and increasing concerned.
Recently Cameco, a massive Canadian
uranium company, announced its interest in a uranium deposit at Kintyre. As a
result many Martu have their eyes firmly
focused on Cameco.
My connection with this story began
many years ago in the late 1980s when I
joined an initiative aimed at pressuring
the then owner CRA/Rio Tinto to end its
mining plan. A group of us raised awareness and cash, and helped an Aboriginal

Walking across Karlamilyi National Park WA. Photo: Tobias Titz

delegation attend the company’s annual
meeting in London. The related planning
conversations were my first time on radio
telephone … over. But years later the
Martu’s fight to keep their country clean
remains a long way from ‘over’.
Since those days, uranium prices and
politics have fluctuated and my hair colour
has changed. I visited the region for the
first time in the late 1990s as a late notice
passenger in a long planned trip. We
drove cross country from Alice Springs
to Broome on a trip that moved through
Martu lands and took in the Kintyre
project. Big skies, long distances and too
little time.
My recent trip in June was very different. Instead of quickly traversing kilometres in a Toyota, I was slowly passing
through the landscape in a pair of walking
shoes. To deepen awareness of their story,
a group of Martu elders invited people to
join them in a journey from the bush community of Parngurr to Kintyre — following
some of the ancient storylines and waterways. The walk extended over a hundred

kilometres, and braided the personal and
the political in a unique and powerful way.
Life is busy. To have an opportunity
to literally walk the talk and spend deep
time on remote country walking, talking
and listening alongside old friends and
new faces was a gift. The big day horizons
and night skies helped the mind transition
from outcomes to outback and the pervasive red dirt was a daily reminder of the
immense geological and cultural time that
has shaped (and been shaped) by this land.
One particular moment stands out. We
spent a long day walking, without any
tracks or footprints, but never with any
sense of discomfort or unease. Answering
my question an old man matter of factly
stated, “Yes — you’re the first white ones”.
The first white ones to have walked
here, ever: no missionaries or miners, no
passers-by or pastoralists. Just Martu and
now us.
The sense of place was vast and the
urgent need to respect and protect was
clear. A walk has ended, a life journey
continues.

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Save the date
You are invited to join us at

ACF’S 50TH
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
When: Friday, 25 November, 6:00pm
Where: Victoria University Convention
Centre, Level 12, 300 Flinders Street,
Melbourne.
Join ACF’s Board, Councillors,
staff and supporters
at our 50th AGM.
The agenda will include items
submitted by members,
reports from the President, Treasurer
and CEO, and the 2016 Peter
Rawlinson Conservation Award.
RSVPs can be made at
www.acf.org.au/agm
Enquires relating to
the AGM can be directed to:
executive.support@acfonline.org.au
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Join the huddle!
Enjoyed reading habitat
but not an ACF member?
For $10 a year become a part
of our community and receive
bi-annual copies of habitat.
Call 1800 223 669
or
www.acf.org.au/membership

Thanks
for handing
on habitat!

