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This report provides an overview of the responses to 
the printed and online cheque petition as designed and 
distributed by me (Sharon France) from 11 April until  
30 June 2017. The petition is still in circulation and a final 
report will be prepared in September. 

The results represent the responses of everyday 
Australians to the question: 

‘How would you direct the  
Australian Government to spend  
$1Billion of public funds?’

This question arose from discussions around the 
proposed Adani Carmichael coal mine and the loan under 
consideration by the Australian Government via the 
Northern Australian Infrastructure Facility. 

There are many, many reasons why this mine should not go 
ahead. The result of burning coal from this basin is estimated 
to be equivalent to the entire Australian ‘carbon budget’.
Such a proposition is unacceptable given the known science 
which links atmospheric carbon to climate change. 

It is unfathomable that the Australian Government should 
want to financially support the development of the largest 
coal mine in the Southern Hemisphere on one hand, and be 
a signatory to the Paris Climate Accord on the other. 

The two actions are surely in direct conflict.

As author of the report, I have supported various groups who 
oppose this mine. I have volunteered alongside many others 
who want action on climate change—350.org, the Australian 
Conservation Foundation and the Stop Adani Alliance—
to educate and communicate to the wider Australian 
community why we need to keep coal in the ground.

I have helped to design flyers and signs, door-knocked, 
run market stalls and hosted screenings of Guarding the 
Galilee, and of all of the issues around the proposed Adani 
development, one kept re-emerging: Why would we allow 
our Federal Government to loan such a significant amount 
of money to the Adani Corporation—money that is public 
funds—tax-payers’ money?

It was clear that if average Australians could comment, 
then we would have a bank of better ideas on how to 
spend $1Billion. So, on 16 April 2017 I designed and 
launched a chequebook campaign: The Australian 
Peoples’ Bank of Better Ideas (APBBI).

The APBBI cheques were used to elicit responses at a 
number of outreach events from April to June, and in May, 
the Australian Conservation Foundation offered to run the 
campaign online.

The response has been significant. 

As at 30 June 2017, 1555 submissions have been 
recorded—312 as physical cheques and 1243 online. 

NB: I am not a researcher and data analysis does not 
come easy to me. I’m a graphic designer by day and a 
sustainability advocate in all my waking hours. 

The following pages include an analysis of responses and 
highlight some of the comments gleaned from the APBBI 
petition as at 30 June 2017.

Sharon France 
Woody Point, Queensland. 
27 July 2017

Summary
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1. Who responded?

Where do the respondents live?
Of the 1555 submissions, over 80% came from three states: 
Queensland, NSW and Victoria. The largest response came 
from Queensland with just over half of these submissions 
completed as a physical cheque.

Fig. 2: Respondents sorted by state

How were the ideas submitted?
Between April and June, APBBI cheques were collected in 
person at a number of locations, and in May, the Australian 
Conservation Foundation ran the campaign online.

The majority of responses came via the Australian 
Conservation Foundation online space (80%) with  
20% collected in person.

Fig.1: Avenue for collecting responses
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❝  Develop the coast of Queensland, for 
tourism, but make sure as well that the  
sewerage works doesn’t let water go  
directly back to the ocean. ❞

❝  Create more public housing using 
recycleables by inventive creative architects, 
using wind and solar energy so low prices, 
in fact throw in some generators and have 
it cost free, or a small rent to cover the cost. 
Invest in proactive First Nations programmes 
for those in youth justice, to know their 
country and give them, get them real and 
valuable jobs, as it is not a lifestyle choice. 
Build better rail, bike and public transport 
… that’s just for starters. ❞
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2. What categories arose?
There were a number of strong themes that arose in the 
list of responses, from which the following categories 
were developed:

• Animals and animal welfare
• the Arts
• Business
• Environment (including climate and flora and fauna 

issues)
• Education (general and specifically TAFE and 

University)
• Farming
• Housing (and housing affordability)
• Health 
• Infrastructure (general and renewable)
• Just Transitions
• Science (applied, climate, pure and research)
• Social inequality and social justice
• Tourism

Some online submissions contained no suggestions 
(coded as null) while some others made general 
statements—many about the state of politics  
(see … And another thing! on page 7).

Which categories did most of the ideas fit into?
Respondents showed strong support for spending public 
funds on infrastructure, education and the environment 
(49% of all responses).

Fig. 3: Main categories based on submission information

Did respondents record just one idea?
While many respondents had one clear idea, a significant 
portion recorded up to seven separate ideas (this was 
particularly the case where space allowed online).

Fig.4: Number of ideas per submission

What were the main words or terms used?
A search of the responses revealed a recurrence of words 
and terms used to express some better ideas for $1Billion. 
Figure 5 (below) shows a very real interest in spending 
government funds on renewables, education and health. 

It was interesting to note a focus also on farming and 
homelessness issues. Negative comments that could be 
summarised as ‘not Adani’ appeared 21 times.

Fig. 5: Most commonly used words in suggestions for 
better ideas for $1Billion
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It was clear that the space available dictated the type of 
response given. Those who completed a physical cheque 
typically offered one-word or short-phrase ideas or, while the 
format of the online option allowed for longer responses.

What were some responses under each 
category?
The following is a selection of some short and long 
responses from each category:

• Animals and animal welfare

Animal welfare ❚ Instead of giving the $1 billion dollars 
to Adani the government should set up and Independent 
Commission for Animal Welfare, and have the cruelty of 
Live Animal Exports stopped.

• The Arts

Creative industries ❚ The Arts as a way to inspire and 
educate humanity.

• Business

Futures Fund ❚ Let’s fund small business initiatives, and get 
creative Australians working again, in a way that offers 
them security for the first years of development. Let’s offer 
incentives rather than penalties for having a go.

• Environment  
(including climate and flora and fauna issues)

Rehabilitate old mine sites ❚ We are running out of life 
sustaining resources. We should put that money into 
protecting water and land not into the pockets of wealthy 
foreign businessmen with offshore tax havens who do not take 
responsibility for the environmental destruction they cause. 

• Education  
(general and specifically TAFE and University)

PhD scholarships ❚ Invest in early childhood education and 
care … We are required to encourage learning about the 
environment. If more children attend an early childhood 
education centre maybe future politicians wouldn’t come 
up with stupid ideas like this one. I object strongly to my tax 
money being spent increasing the profits of an overseas 
environment destroying company.

3. What did people actually say?
• Farming

Australian farmers and industry ❚ Help the farmers to keep 
their farms, so they don’t have to walk off the family farms.

• Housing (and housing affordability)

Housing for the homeless ❚ Invest in public housing (in our 
area a 1% vacancy rate in the rental sector means that 
many people are in substandard accommodation) projects 
that are more innovative than the usual public housing 
that often becomes a ghetto. Look at different models such 
as co-op housing projects where people share a sense of 
belonging and community, or the housing project that 
was so successful in England where the future tenants 
were supported to build their own and each other’s houses, 
building strong relationships with their future neighbours 
and gaining skills in the process. Give young people interest 
free loans to help them get into the housing market…

• Health 

Healthcare ❚ … this money should be used to open up 
beds in hospitals—encourage specialists into non Capital 
cities to help with the cost of the government paying travel 
subsidies for people to get to specialists. If the hospitals 
were able to open up more beds it would EMPLOY more 
nurses and doctors etc…and more money to the Home 
Doctor visits—this service is alleviating the waiting time in 
Emergency areas in hospitals … AND this money should 
go to help those who need nursing home care and do not 
have the money behind them to pay for it!!!!!

• Infrastructure (general and renewable)

Renewable energy ❚ More funding for local councils so they 
don’t need to cut much needed services like local libraries and 
other community services. Councils are wanting to cut these 
services in much needed country areas to avoid rate increases. 
Or/and financial help to the Qld and Northern NSW flood 
victims who are still hurting, many businesses have closed and 
many people can’t afford to repair their homes! 

❝  Let’s protect the air we breathe, the water we 
drink and all the animals we share our world 
with—that’s worth more than anything! ❞

❝  State funded housing!! A billion dollars could 
see all the waiting list for public housing, 
housed and safe. Please show some care  
for people. ❞
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• Just Transitions

Training miners to build solar energy plants ❚ We could use that 
money to continue to develop green energy and to help mining 
communities transition to new jobs. Those communities that 
have relied on mining need training schemes, new industries 
and ideas to move into a coal free future.

• Science (applied, climate, pure and research)

Medical research ❚ Put the money into developing 
renewable technology. We could be world leaders in this. 
Why can Germany be so far ahead with less sunshine to 
capitalise on? We should leave filthy coal in the ground  
and save the Great Barrier Reef. Adani can only be the nail 
in the coffin for it and us all.

• Social inequality and social justice

Bring in more refugees ❚ A lot of ordinary Australians are 
hurting—struggling and living in poverty—parents not 
having enough to look after their children properly The 
homeless and hungry—more needs to be done. This could 
be you any day you loose your job and can’t pay the rent—
when you need help and it’s left to charities to help. How 
dare the government cut taxes for big companies give the 
taxes the little people pay to companies like Adani…

• Tourism

Ecotourism ❚ Instead of destroying the country, a scenic 
coastal rail link around Australia, designed for international 
tourism, aimed at everyone, not just wealthiest of visitors, 
but for backpackers also. A slower train service that has 
open carriages, and air con carriages, sitting short trips and 
sleeper carriages. Stopping at many places along the way, so 
visitors can really experience the country, would open new 
opportunities for Australian small businesses on the train 
routes. It could easily end up being the Number 1 tourist 
attraction in the world. This will create tens of thousands of 
jobs and opportunities. It will also get inexperienced visitors 
that do not speak or read English, off the roads. Tourism is 
the 4th biggest money maker in the world, and Australia is 
a wasted opportunity as we could easily be the most desired 
tourist place globally. If this TOURIST RAIL was kept as a 
public asset, it will pay for itself many times over. 

What was the longest response?
While most were kept to less than ten words, some 
contributions were more lengthy, often based on personal 
experience and/or knowledge on a particular subject.  
The longest response was just under 700 words.

❝  $1 billion could be used to accelerate the 
CSIRO invention to use sunlight to capture 
hydrogen using ammonia, and store it for 
later extraction and use to generate energy 
without carbon emissions. Australia could 
then be a net exporter of clean energy. ❞

❝  If you have $1billion $$’s of OUR money to 
spend, please boost the Tourist Industry in 
Queensland by doing everything  possible 
to rid the GBR of  damage from polluted 
runoff, cargo ship damage, climate change  
temp. warming, crown of thorns star fish etc.
Protection of the GBR and Marine Parks  
is the BEST USE of  $1 billion. ❞

❝  Provide a basic income for every citizen,  
then establish free universities staffed 
mainly by community volunteers and 
paid leaders in their field. Also run free 
community programs for teaching real 
skills to young people and an innovative 
sustainable housing program which provides 
new estates for purpose-built single person  
eco-dwellings incorporating community 
gardens, solar power and a recycling  
centre for ALL goods and materials.  
Start with that! ❞



6

What about multiple ideas per response?
Just over 27% of all respondents had multiple ideas in 
their submission. Two examples of these appear below:

Education infrastructure. Trained and employed health 
professionals. Light rail to open corridors from outlying 
suburbs to the cities. Instant temporary shelters with guards, 
lockers and port-a-loos in parks throughout suburbs so 
displaced children can stay at their original schools and 
parents remain where they have social networks … all the 
while building brick and tile affordable housing.

More money for aged care, schools, domestic violence 
agencies, homeless, mental illness, CFS/ME research, public 
transport, green energy, TAFE and university students, 
apprenticeships, foreign aid—stop giving our tax dollars  
to corporations.

What comments were made about Adani?
Some respondents were pretty passionate 
about Adani and also knowledgeable about 
the company’s operations and the effects the 
proposed mine would have on the environment—
especially the Great Barrier Reef.

…Adani plans on doing irreversible damage to 
our environment!

…I cannot begin to describe what a stupid, and 
retrograde step to invest and allow Adani to 
develop his personal greed-orientated business at 
the cost of ruining the environment and making 
Australia poorer in its First World standing and 
environmental status!

… Giving money to Adani is a short-sighted 
political decision, verging on criminal.

… Adani is not to be trusted and Australians 
should not have to go without and help them  
ruin this country.

… Please don’t give Adani any of our money so he 
can destroy our beautiful Barrier Reef. 

…Really, the money should be spent on anything 
rather than Adani (or politicians’ perks or 
multinationals in general). The Australian people 
are fed up with the way the government ignores 
our pleas for common sense.

…do NOT fund Adani.

… stop investing in Adani.

…It is shocking that the Govt would even consider 
giving $1billion to Adani!

…Adani has a very bad reputation overseas 
and it would be a much better decision to use 
the 1 Billion $$$ on the business of increasing 
our renewable energy and be the envy of other 
countries that are ahead of us in this game… 
eg Germany.

❝  Make the Reef great again 
Renewables 
Resettle refugees and protect asylum seekers 
Fund Gonski 
Universities 
NDIS and extend it to all ages 
Conservation of flora and fauna 
Social Housing and Affordable housing 
Free Health Care 
Free Dental Care 
Child-care 
Foreign Aid 
Public Transport 
Greening Australia 
Indigenous Health 
Mental Health 
DV services 
Protection of children 
Reparation for Aboriginal people 
Etc, Etc, Etc! ❞
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5. … And another thing!

4. Some memorable moments …
From concept to cheque
It took a little while to get the design of the cheques right, 
so it presented as ‘not just another petition’. And it really 
worked as people very much engaged with the cheque 
format. While some respondents suggested they would 
never have enough money in the bank to honour such an 
amount, they were happy make a recommendation on 
behalf of our ‘common wealth’—the public funds that the 
Australian Government controls.

Outreach opportunities
The APBBI cheques were taken to a number of outreach 
events in Brisbane including the March for Science (Brisbane 
City) and the Wild Koala Day (Old Petrie Town). These events, 
and others like them elicited a more homogeneous response 
and as a result, increased numbers in some categories— 
eg science and environment.

When made available at two local screenings of Guarding 
the Galilee and Scarborough Originals, responses were more 
varied. Two eight-year-olds at Scarborough Originals were 
determined to complete cheques, specifically to ‘Save the 
Reef’ without really understanding the cheque mechanism. 

Online responses
The responses via the Australian Conservation Foundation 
online petition ranged from single word ideas, to much 
lengthier responses. Many people had what could be 
described as a ‘shopping list’.

Two of the best
Someone I work alongside as a volunteer at our local 
radio station had never heard of the Adani mine. When 
I explained what was happening, and where the funds 
would come from (NAIF) and go to (Adani railway line) my 
co-worker was immediately outraged, grabbed the cheque 
from me and boldly wrote ‘Give it to the homeless’.

On a recent flight, the man in the next seat—a builder 
and father of two young men (one in the Army, one a 
policeman) wanted to talk. We talked around several topics 
until I realised he was concerned about the environment. 
I went on to chat about my campaign, showed him a 
cheque book I carry with me, and he asked if he could take 
as he knew lots of people who would want to fill them in!

People expressed dismay in the government
[We need]…a class action against our govt for destroying 
all our futures. For criminal irresponsibility toward the 
environment that contributes substantially to the destruction 
of our planet’s ability to support life as we know it.

…Seriously this is just crazy. If the project was valid you would 
not be doing this. Why are you wishing to put a corrupt venal 
Indian company on Australian social security and tell us it is 
for our benefit.

[How about]  … random breath testing of politicians before 
any vote! 

And a short letter to Mr Turnbull… (one of many)
Dear Mr Turnbull, 

You have no mandate from the electorate to support Adani 
and his coal mine. It is OUR money. 

PLEASE put those dollars to funding more research and 
development of renewable energy. That will make us a world 
leader in innovation, and mitigation of Climate Change.  Our 
grandchildren and future generations will thank us especially 
if we limit Global Warming to less than 2 degrees. It is urgent 
that we address this NOW before it’s too late. If we do not, the 
consequences will be disastrous and results could destroy life 
in the world as we know it. Protect our forests please: they are 
the lungs of the world. 
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6. Conclusions
The ideas expressed in response to the Australian 
Peoples Bank of Better Ideas have two main messages.

The first message is that there are many other ways 
everyday Australians would like to see public funds spent. 
Four key areas emerged and include infrastructure (26%); 
education (11.6%); the environment (11.4%) and science. 
Other clear themes included social equity (8.0%); health 
(7.7%) and housing (6.6%) with significant numbers of 
ideas also contributed around business opportunities; 
farming and tourism (all greater than 1%).

The five most popular words used across 1555 
submissions included:

• renewables

• education

• health

• solar and 

• farms/farming.

The second message, highlighted within many of the 
submitted ideas, is that the proposed Adani development 
will have negative impacts. 

Adani was linked with significantly contributing to climate 
change and to damage of our environment—specifically 
the iconic Great Barrier Reef. 

People also wanted better, cleaner jobs and talked about  
‘just transitions’ for the people who live in Carmichael Basin 
and surrounds. They highlighted the need for infrastructure 
with better economic, social and environmental outcomes—
clean energy and sustainable tourism.

The tone of many ideas suggested that everyday 
Australians don’t trust the Adani corporation  
[bad reputation overseas / a company that abuses its 
land and inhabitants] and by association, the Federal 
Government that intends to support this development. 
People want their taxes spent in areas that will help fix 
and build Australian society.


