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Murray  
 back to life 

The Murray River, so recently thought to 
be beyond recovery, is receiving much-
needed billions of litres of water to nourish 
its wetlands and a rich variety of plant and 
animal species, writes Josh Meadows.

Next-generation 
thinking 

Kelly O’Shanassy provides ACF’s blueprint 
for saving the future, outlining 11 
initiatives for the next three years. The 
key is changing the system to ensure 
lasting environmental protections.

 Hope and 
connection 

 on the Range 
Livia Cullen hears 

stories from those who live along the 
stupendous span of the Great Dividing 
Range, who have been moved personally 
by its beauty and its life-giving power. 
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Gemmell during 
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green building  —  led to an even greener solar 
system on the roof of ACF’s headquarters.
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ACF has grown from humble beginnings 
into the inclusive, effective, far-reach-
ing national foundation it is today.
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In this 
issue

Conservation is a bi-partisan word. It’s 
about the air we all share; the forests and flow-
ing rivers. It’s about living sustainably on this 
planet, co-existing with the many other species 
that call it home. Everyone should have a stake 
in advocating for these things. 

But conservation has been tainted by the cam-
paigns of big polluters and their political back-
ers, who refuse to grasp its universal benefit. 
These are the voices behind the push to mine the 
Gallilee Basin, and they are no doubt behind a 
proposal to remove the ability of environmental 
organisations to receive tax-deductible donations, 
examined in our new column, Ask the Lawyer, 
on page 21. It’s regrettable that vested interests 
are trying to sideline us  —  and it won’t work. 

Advocacy needs a clear, unifying strategy 
that promotes systemic change, regardless of 
who holds the baton of political power. Our nat-
ural wonders will be here after we are gone  —  
but what we build now will provide a firm 
foundation for nature’s supporters in the future. 
On page 9 our CEO Kelly O’Shanassy outlines 
ACF’s immediate priorities.

There is much to celebrate in this, our 50th 
year. Consider the mighty Murray River, 
flowing again. The ACF community helped 
bring this about. We are now devoting 
our energies to safeguarding the mag-
nificent Great Dividing Range against 
myriad challenges including coal-seam 
gas mining and deforestation.

We celebrate our supporters’ forti-
tude and their creativity, recognising 
that small steps can  —  literally and fig-
uratively  —  traverse huge expanses. Lit-
erally in the case of Jack Hoadley, who 
walked the vast Lurujarri Trail with his 
family (see page 22)  —  and figuratively in 
the case of ACF’s growth over the 50 years 
since Francis Ratcliffe took his own small steps 
to create an organization with the breadth and 
reach of ACF (page 16). 

Letters and tweets

Susanna Nelson

 @RobGrant67 
Great to see Geoff Cousins from 
@ AusConservation on @ Lateline 
tonight speaking the truth on 
 Australia’s Top 10 CO2 polluters.

Rob Grant 

 
The article from James Norman on 
the work of Naomi Klein particular-
ly struck me, especially a point that 
he highlights from her work about 
climate justice and its inextricable link 
with the “festering inequalities” and 
the need in Australia to respond to and 
deal with the “painful histories and 
difficult questions about land rights.” 

Pia Pagotto 

Thanks Pia! Later this year ACF 
hopes to hold screenings of This 
Changes Everything, the movie, in 
selected locations. Keep an eye on 
our website and social media for 
details: www.action.org.au 

 
I have three children who used to like 
the Dirtgirl calendar and activities. 

Please email letters to 
habitat@acfonline.org.au and include 
your name and address. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity.

Join the habitat twitter 
 conversation @AusConservation 
or like us on Facebook 
/AustralianConservationFoundation

Where has she gone? Could 
you please bring a children’s 
section back (it does not need 
to be Dirtgirl). We would also 
like a book review section on 
great new children’s books 
about the environment. 

Catherine Howie 

From the editor:  
Catherine  —  thank you. 
You will see we’ve includ-
ed a children’s book review 
in this issue.

 @takvera 
Didn’t know: Malcolm Fraser 
helped setup @AusConser-
vation in 1965 said @kellyos-
hanassy at #acfcountmein

John Englart EAM

Photo from French 
Film The Forest 

reviewed on page 29 
courtesy Alliance 

French Film Festival.



 Proofsheet

4

Sitting up near the top of the Great Dividing Range, 
between the mountains and the Great Barrier Reef, 
the Daintree Rainforest encompasses approximately 
1,200 square kilometres, from the Daintree River north 
to Cooktown and west to the Great Dividing Range. It is 
one of the oldest and most complex ecosystems on earth.

The Wet Tropics World Heritage Area, which includes 
the Daintree Rainforest, provides many essentials to life 
in Australia, including clean air and fresh water, climate 
regulation (carbon storage and sequestration; precipitation 
through the cloud forests), pollination, protection against 
extreme events like cyclones, Indigenous cultural heritage 
(bushfoods, medicines, materials for craft, creation and place 
stories) for the 20,000 Indigenous people who live in and 
around the area, and cultural experiences through tourism.

The Wet Tropics is an evolutionary hotspot and has one 
of the highest levels of unique species in the world. From a 
total of 19 primitive flowering plant families on Earth, 12 
families are represented in the Daintree region  —  the highest 
concentration of these plants worldwide. The human race 
depends on flowering plants for food and medicine and the 
ancient rainforest plants may yet hold the secret to the 

origins of these species. 
In understanding the past 
of the forest, we may 
plan for their (and 
our!) future.

→ Visit  acfonline.org.au/habitat 
to download a proofsheet 

image as your screen saver. 

Daintree Rainforest

Mossman River, Daintree National Park, 
Queensland. Photo: Bette Devine
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for the road to Paris and the 
UNCCC talks. Victoria writes 
more about this on page 25. 

Internally, working hard with staff, council 
and board, we’ve completed our three-year 
plan  —  which I outline in the article describing 
our 11 initiatives on following pages. 

Over the next few months these initiatives 
will really start coming into play  —  raising cru-
cial awareness of the holistic failure of environ-
mental laws along the Great Dividing Range 
and mobilising communities across the country.

Having made these positive steps, we will 
continue to work in the face of some grim polit-
ical realities. Our government has now released 
another backward and unfair budget, ignoring 
science and protecting dirty polluters. In re-
sponse, we must continue to provide our lead-
ers with a clear choice  —  they must make better 
and more positive choices for this country’s 
future. We will continue to watch them closely 
and hold them to account. 

I was energised and inspired by my meet-
ings with ACF members and supporters on our 
Count Me In tours around the country in March, 
April and May. I look forward to connecting 
again with many of you in the lead up to ACF’s 
50th celebrations in September, or beforehand 
through our Nature Conversations.

Over the last few months there have 
been some wonderful stories from around the 
country and the globe. 

In April, we congratulated the Wuthathi 
people, Traditional Owners of Shelburne Bay, 
on their historic win in securing Native Title 
recognition of country. ACF has stood with the 
Wuthathi people for more than 30 years as they 

have worked to protect their 
country in northern Cape York 
from sand mining and strived 
for the land to be returned to 
their ownership. 

Our Energy Transformation 
Campaign is working with var-
ious local and national groups 
to continue putting pressure 
on governments and investors 
to reconsider massive new coal 

projects proposed in Queensland’s Galilee Basin. 
Tristan provides an update about this on page 18. 
Internationally, ACF was a leading participant 
at The Climate Reality Project Training in India 
in late February. I attended, along with 500 oth-
er delegates from India and around the globe. 
Al Gore was once again incredibly inspiring 
and our own Adam Majcher and Angela Rutter 
did ACF proud with their leadership over the 
course of the event. I did what I set out to do as 
well, building firm relationships with the global 
Climate Reality team and forging a clear plan 

let ter from the Ceo   

A CLEAR CHOICE

we must continue to 
provide our leaders 

with a clear choice  —  
they must make 
better and more 

positive choices for 
this country’s future

Kelly O’Shanassy

→ Join our action community: action.org.au



6

 Feature

Josh Meadows

the good news is water bought back by 
Commonwealth and state governments 

is making a difference to the health 
of red gums, wetlands, fish, birds 

and other wildlife across the basin

Good  things
take t�e

Murray’s wetlands 
coMing back to life
In nature, good things often take time. 
Wildflowers fill the desert with colour after a 
flood, but it can be years in between their amaz-
ing floral displays. A majestic mountain ash 
may take centuries to reach its full height.

So it is with the environmental gains of the 
Murray-Darling Basin Plan. ACF’s community 
has worked hard for many years to secure more 

water for the stressed rivers of the Murray-Darling, which have 
suffered from having far too much water taken out of them for 
far too long.

We’ve done the official stuff  —  submissions, appearing at 
inquiries, lobbying all sides of politics at federal and state lev-
els  —  and we’ve done the unofficial stuff: town hall meetings, 
colourful protests on the steps of state parliaments, billboards, 
media stunts, even crowdfunding to buy water for a thirsty wet-
land (remember Just Add Water?).

So it is with the environmental gains of the Murray-Darling 
Basin Plan. ACF’s community has worked hard for many years 
to secure more water for the stressed rivers of the Murray-Dar-
ling, which have suffered from having far too much water taken 
out of them for far too long.

And we got a result. Imperfect though it may be, the Mur-
ray-Darling Basin Plan contains $10 billion to recover 3,200 



the government buys water from willing 
sellers  —  for example, irrigators that 
might be getting out of the industry 
and wish to sell their water allocation 
to the environment  —  and the water is 
delivered from the main watercourse to 
the wetland through a channel or pipe

Good thinGs take time

billion litres  —  six times more water than is in Sydney harbour  —  
every year for the rivers and wetlands of the Basin. It was signed 
into law, with bi-partisan support, towards the end of 2012.

That was the political result. But what about nature’s result? 
Two-and-a-half years later, it’s time to look at some of the 

benefits that are flowing  —  literally!  —  from those years of hard 
work. The good news is water bought back by Commonwealth 
and state governments is making a difference to the health of red 
gums, wetlands, fish, birds and other wildlife across the basin.

The Murray-Darling Basin Authority has confirmed 2,000 bil-
lion litres of water was delivered last year via ‘environmental 
watering events’ to important sites in the basin. Most of these 
sites are places that miss out on natural flows because the rivers 
of the basin have so many dams, weirs and other diversions that 
natural ‘over bank’ floods no longer reach the wetlands. 

Environmental watering is a way to give these wetlands the 
drink they are missing out on. The government buys water from 
willing sellers  —  for example, irrigators that might be getting out 
of the industry and wish to sell their water allocation to the envi-
ronment  —  and the water is delivered from the main watercourse 
to the wetland through a channel or pipe.

This water has encouraged birds and fish to breed and has 
given a new lease of life to red gums and other trees that rely for 
their survival on periodic flooding.

Terry Fleming, who 
has lived all her life in the 

vicinity of the Goddard’s Lease 
wetlands on the Ramsar-listed Lower 

Gwydir system in northern NSW, says environ-
mental water plays an important part in keep-
ing the wetlands in “pretty good condition”. 

When there is enough water, egrets, herons, 
ibises and swans all breed in the wetlands, as 
do rarer waterbirds like brolgas, jacanas and 
magpie geese. 

In October and November last year the Gwy-
dir Wetlands State Conservation Area, normally 
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Macquarie 
Marshes. 
Photo: Margaret 
Donald, Flickr CC



 Good thinGs take time 

closed to the public, was opened to visitors 
while environmental water flowed through 
the habitat. Terry and her husband Phillip 
hosted 11 groups of birdwatchers and other 
visitors keen to experience the wetlands at 
their best.

“We’re lucky to have had environmental 
watering in the last few years,” she says.

Howard Jones is a farmer at Dareton, be-
tween Mildura in Victoria and Wentworth in 
NSW, and Chair of the Murray-Darling Wet-
lands Working Group. 

He describes seeing “millions upon mil-
lions of golden perch fingerlings” after a re-
lease of environmental water reached the 
Darling Anabranch, an often-dry riv-
erbed that is an ancient path of the 
Darling River.

“Not only were the finger-
lings passing down the river 
and on into the Murray, the ma-
ture fish were moving up the 
Anabranch (perhaps to spawn) 
… the vegetation  —  mainly box 
with red gum at either end of it, 
at various pools out of the Darling 
and out of the Murray  —  it all got a 
drink as well and was rejuvenated.”

Other areas throughout the basin have 
also benefitted. 

Environmental flows to the Gunbower Creek 
and the Goulburn River system created perfect 
conditions for native fish to spawn. 

Environmental watering in the Mac-
quarie Marshes has shored up refuges 
for a range of native species. A ‘temper-

ature control curtain’ installed at Bur-
rendong Dam allows warm water to 
be released from near the surface of 
the dam, instead of cold water from 
lower down, improving habitat just 
downstream of the dam for native 

fish and other species.
In the Lowbidgee wetlands, environ-

mental water prompted the endangered 
southern bell frog to breed at Nimmie-Cai-

ra. It was a good year for birds too, with great 
egrets breeding at Tarwillie Swamp.
The Fivebough and Tuckerbil swamps in the 

mid-Murrumbidgee, both Ramsar-listed wet-
lands that host brolgas and the very rare Austral-
asian bittern, also benefitted. 

Water delivered to the Lower Lakes, Coorong 
and Murray Mouth kept salinity levels down and 

allowed vegetation to flower and fruit, providing 
food and habitat for birds, fish and invertebrates. 

Good things are happening. But the job of the Ba-
sin Plan is not finished  —  and there are new threats 

to its full implementation. ACF’s Healthy Ecosystems 
Program Manager Jonathan La Nauze warns the Fed-
eral Government’s decision to cap buybacks at 1,500 

billion litres puts at risk the Basin Plan’s gains.
“The Federal Government’s preference to recover wa-

ter by subsidising irrigation upgrades makes the task of 
returning the promised 3,200 billion litres difficult, but if 

we don’t get this volume of water back in the rivers, envi-
ronmental jewels like the Coorong will be in trouble,” Jon-

athan says. 
“Capping the amount that can be bought from willing sell-
ers leaves too much to be found through expensive sub-

sidies and the government has no plan for how or 
where it will find this water.

“Governments must keep to the task of imple-
menting the Basin Plan to safeguard the river 
system  —  which is the lifeblood of the nation, 
sustaining and supporting millions of Aus-
tralians  —  before the next big drought hits,” 
Jonathan says. 

Howard Jones is optimistic: “I’m very 
buoyant about where it’s going. If it’s done as a 

quick fix, the fish and the river will be the losers. 
But if it’s done right, there won’t be any losers.”

→ Donate to the ACF and support long-term 
projects like bringing the Murray back to 
life: acfonline.org.au/donate

water 
delivered 

to the lower 
lakes, Coorong 

and Murray Mouth 
kept salinity levels down 

and allowed vegetation to flower 
and fruit, providing food and habitat 

for birds, fish and invertebrates

Josh Meadows 
is ACF’s media 
adviser. He is 

also a bushwalker, 
a broadcaster 
on Main FM (a 

community 
radio station in 
Castlemaine in 

central Victoria), 
a musician with 

pop band The 
Steinbecks and a 

keen North Mel-
bourne supporter.
@joshmeadows3
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Brolga. 
Photo: 

 Christopher 
Cricket Hynes, 

Flickr CC

Photo:  
Azolla. Margaret 

Donald, Flickr CC. 
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Feature 

CEO Kelly O’Shanassy talks through ACF’S three year plan. 

When I started as ACF’s CEO a few people 
asked me if I was crazy. “Don’t you know 
who’s running the country?” they asked. 
Well, I’m not crazy. I do know Australia’s 
current government is, judging by its 
actions and decisions, quite hostile to 
nature and opposed to securing a safe 
climate for future generations.

But I also know that at ACF we cannot 
afford to let our activities be defined by 
governments that will inevitably come and 
go. We are advocates for nature  —  we set our 
strategy and work to protect the trees, land, 
water and air we all need for a good life. 
We don’t dance to any government’s tune. 

NEXT-GENERATION 
THINKING

Photo: Tony Evans. tonyevansphoto.com.au 
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 Feature

How are we building this pOWEr tO WIn? 
By raising the voices of people in this country 
who love nature. I want ACF to amplify the 
concerns of all the people who love the smell 
of rain on thirsty earth, who know the feeling 
of sand between their toes, who love Austral-
ia’s unique places and wildlife  —  and who want 
to keep these things safe and healthy for the 
future. We aim to make it so that our political 
and business leaders will find it impossible to 
ignore these concerns.

Over the next three years we’ve got a lot of 
things we want to do. 

We will continue to work with Indigenous 
communities to protect the natural and cultural 
values of thE BEAutIFul nOrth  —  the Kim-
berley, Kakadu and Cape York. 

We will make sure the very hard work ACF 
has done over many years on the MurrAy- 
DArlIng actually results in gains for the envi-
ronment. Some benefits are now emerging, but 
the job is not complete. And we will contin-
ue, as always, to strive for good outcomes for 
 tAsMAnIA’s FOrEsts. 

We’ll also work on the grEAt BArrIEr rEEF. 
Some of the biggest coalmines in the world are 
being planned for the Galilee Basin, in central 
Queensland. If they go ahead, the habitat of en-
dangered wildlife will be wrecked and coal will 
be shipped out across the fragile reef to be 
burnt in other countries, escalating the 
world’s climate problem, which, in 
turn, is killing the reef.

For the first time we’re cam-
paigning on the grEAt DIvID-
Ing rAngE’s importance to 
sustaining life in eastern Aus-
tralia. This vast ecosystem  —  
the mountain range that 
stretches from Cape York to 
Victoria  —  is home to most of 
Australia’s native birds and ani-
mals, contains many of the coun-
try’s endangered species and is the 
source of water for about 12 million 

people living on the eastern seaboard. The bad news is, it’s also 
home to dozens of coal seam gas and coal mining proposals.

So we’re still doing place based work. But we’re also aiming 
for systemic change. Because if we only keep protecting the plac-
es and don’t change the system, we’re going to be struggling to 
protect them again when the next threat comes along in five, ten 
or twenty years’ time. Rather than reacting to problems, we’re 
looking at the causes of the problems. 

Our new energy campaign is an example of this thinking. En-
ergy generation is responsible for about 65 per cent of the climate 
pollution in this country. We require an EnErgy rEvOlutIOn 
to get Australia completely get off its fossil fuel addiction. ACF is 
going to be at the front of that push in the next three years.

Another problem is the disconnection between people and na-
ture. Not only are we creating opportunities to get Aussies back 
into nature, we’re lOCAlIsIng glOBAl WArMIng by helping 
communities understand the local impacts of climate change  —  be 
they heatwaves, fires or other dangerous weather  —  and empow-
ering them with local solutions, like popping solar panels on the 
roof, buying clean energy and investing in sustainable companies. 

With plACEs yOu lOvE, an alliance of 42 groups, we are 
working to make sure Australia has environment laws that actu-
ally protect the environment. Australia’s current laws are clearly 
not up to the job  —  so we’re drafting options for next-generation 
environment laws to protect the land, forests, air and water we 
all depend on and the places that make Australia great.

We need to change even bigger systems if we are to truly 
DrIvE sustAInABIlIty. This includes trAnsItIOnIng Our 
ECOnOMy to clean, sustainable businesses, jobs and investments 
and working on issues like consumption and population that un-
derpin unsustainability. We don’t have all the answers to these 
difficult issues  —  so we’ll work with experts, civil society and our 

supporters over the next 12 months to tackle them. 
Let me remind you that ACF is not an ex-
clusive club. Anyone who loves nature 

and wants a healthy future for Australia 
is welcome to join us. Get your friends 

and family involved in this great 
movement of people who are creat-
ing a safer, healthier Australia.

Anyone who loves nature and wants 
a healthy future for Australia is 
welcome to join us

we are advocates for nature  —  we 
set our strategy and work to protect 
the trees, land, water and air we all 
need for a good life. we don’t dance 

to any government’s tune

→ Become a member 
of ACF today:  
acfonline.org.au/
membership 

Photo: Tony Evans. tonyevansphoto.com.au 
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Stretching from the tropical rain-
forests of the beautiful north, through 
the high peaks of the Alps, to the temper-
ate woodlands of the Grampians in Victoria, our 
Great Dividing Range connects thriving east-
ern Australia from tip to toe. Almost three-quar-
ters of Australian people and the vast majority 
of our unique animal species live along or adja-
cent to its mountainous corridor. Its dense forests 
keep our air clean, its vast rivers and water catch-
ments are our lifeblood, and it provides a critical 
refuge for our threatened wildlife.

Far from being a range that divides, it is a 
symbol of connectivity for the vital habitat cor-
ridor it offers our wildlife, the state borders it 
crosses and the multitude of diverse communi-
ties, from inland and the coast, coming together 
to restore it. Australian communities care deep-
ly about nature but our governments are failing 
in their duty of care. Pollution, mining and reck-
less developments are damaging our air and wa-
ter, our wildlife and plants, and the health of our 
communities.

Here are three inspiring stories of everyday 
Australians working on local issues, all con-
nected by the range.

I live beneath the rainforest canopy near Mission Beach, in 
the Wet Tropics of northern Queensland. For such a small area, 
its natural beauty is extraordinarily diverse.

At Mission Beach the Walter Hill mountains run down from 
the Great Dividing Range all the way to the coast, creating the 
longest and widest rainforest corridor in Australia.

There is always the thrill of seeing cassowaries on my small 
rainforest block adjoining a council reserve, where I spend a lot 
of time observing these magnificent prehistoric birds and taking 
their photograph. Unfortunately too often the photos are focused 
on the incremental but significant destruction of their habitat, 
which continues unabated.

The laws that protect our threatened species are failing. And the 
lack of local leadership and understanding of just how special the 
cassowary habitat at Mission Beach is, means there is not enough 
pressure on state and federal governments to make change. 

I started a group called Mission Beach Cassowaries to involve 
the whole community in sharing information to identify, track 
and record cassowary sightings. I intend to use whatever crea-
tive means I can to strengthen protection of Mission Beach and 
the Southern cassowary. 

Locally, to protect the cassowary from extinction, we need to 
address habitat loss and fragmentation, dog attacks and road 

 Feature

Home on the
range uniting communities across eastern 

Australia, the unique and diverse life 
of the great Dividing range inspires 
a common resolve in so many. 

Southern 
Cassowary.  
Photo: Paul 
IJsendoorn

Karena Goldfinch 
knitting for  

the Great 
Forest National 

Park. Photo: 
Bernie Mace

LIZ GALLIE, 
THE WET TROPICS AND 

SOUTHERN CASSOWARY 
CONSERVATION
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home on the ranGe

strikes urgently. Nationally, we need to see independent govern-
ance enforcing the laws that protect our threatened species.

Everyone can make a difference in their local community. It 
doesn’t take much to speak up. The more we do on a local level, 
the more state and federal governments are forced to listen.

I want to help create a future where governments give equal 
consideration to the environment and the economy. Only then 
can a sustainable tourism industry support the future of Mission 
Beach, the community and our beautiful cassowaries.

As an artist with a great love for our forests, I’m passionate 
about how art can be used to connect people and nature. I was 
initially inspired by the work of Peter Dombrovskis and his pro-
found photograph ‘Morning Mist Rock Island Bend’, believed to 
have played a huge role in the Franklin River campaign in 1983.

I now actively campaign with the Knitting Nannas of Toolan-
gi, a group of inspiring women using art and peaceful protest 
to protect the fragile forest ecosystem of the Central Highlands 
from clearfell logging. 

I photograph and document our knit-ins, create art works and 
graphics using printmaking and sculpture, and use social media 
as a platform to spread the word about protecting the forest.

When I first walked into a logging coupe I was shocked to see 
just how destructive it really was. I wondered what I could do 
to help stop this pointless destruction. I never thought I’d end 
up sitting by the roadside knitting in with a group of amazing 
and dedicated women. There is always something that we can do, 
though it might not be the thing we first anticipate. 

Toolangi has long been subject to intensive logging. The crazy 
thing is that despite these forests being the last remaining habitat 
of the critically endangered Leadbeater’s Possum, the trees are 
being used to make Reflex paper  —  shiny, white office paper for 
which we have recycled alternatives. If our governments permit 

Jonathan la Nauze is ACF’s healthy 
ecosystems program manager and has 

worked in the environmental movement 
for over 13 years, initially focussing on 
the Murray Darling campaign. In 2014 

he won the inaugural Jill Reichstein 
Award for Social Change. Jonathan 
is a keen bushwalker and does not 

like having his photo taken.

the feature on the Range 
paints a vivid picture of the great 
mountain range that is the si-
lent life-giver for so much of our 
continent. Nearly three-in-four 
Australians live in and around 
the Great Divide. The rainfall 
captured on its forested eastern 
slopes supplies 11 million of us 
with clean water  —  millions more 
on its west. Four-in-five Australi-
an mammal species live here, and 
an even greater proportion of our 

birds. The range is fundamental to life in Australia, 
which is why we’re joining the millions of Australians 
working to safeguard it. 

We’ve joined a growing number of Sydneysiders 
concerned about coal and coal seam gas (CSG) min-
ing in the city’s water catchments. There are already 
instances of mining cracking the sandstone bedrock 
beneath fragile wetlands and streams. These cracks, 
which drain life-giving water from the catchment, are 
impossible to repair. In March, ACF joined members 
of the Protect Sydney’s Water Alliance in the first of a 
series of rolling ‘pop-up picnics’ in the water catch-
ment, calling for a ban on mining in the catchment.

In Victoria we’ve joined the community alliance 
campaigning for a Great Forest National Park to pro-
tect the Central Highlands mountain ash forests and 
their most endangered resident, the Leadbeater’s 
possum. Federal Environment Minister Greg Hunt re-
cently listed the possum as critically endangered, yet 
he has little power to stop the logging that’s driving 
its extinction. Under a decades-old loophole, native 
forest logging in Victoria, along with New South Wales 
and Tasmania, is exempt from national environmen-
tal law. In addition to the creation of the Great Forest 
National Park, it’s time the law is changed so the log-
ging industry is subject to the same rules as everyone 
else. If you live in Victoria you can get involved in this 
campaign by joining ACF and the Wilderness Society 
on a monthly tour of the forests.

Much of the rainfall on the Western slopes of the 
Range feeds the Murray-Darling Basin, where we are 
urging all sides of politics to keep their commitment 
to a healthy river. Before agreeing to the Abbott gov-
ernment’s drastic plan to ban the purchase of water 
entitlements for the environment, parliamentarians 
must assure themselves the government has done 
its homework and has a credible plan for recovering 
enough water to keep the Murray healthy.

Joining forces 
on the big issues
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THE CENTRAL 
HIGHLANDS. 

POSSUM AND PAPER
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home on the ranGe

this, when the possum is protected under na-
tional law, something is very wrong.

The knitting nannas are now focused on cam-
paigning along with a number of other groups 
for the creation of the Great Forests National 
Park, which will protect and connect the forests 
of the Central Highlands along the Range.

I want to see a future where nature is valued 
and protected. Where our children feel deeply 
connected to nature and see themselves as a 
part of, not apart from, it  —  a future where our 
forests thrive for generations to come.

→ Host or join a nature conversation to 
connect with local people who care: 
www.action.org.au/conversations

Since I was a child, I’ve been passionate about 
birds. I moved to Townsville in 2009 to start my 
postgraduate studies at James Cook University 
and in 2011, the Black-Throated Finch became 
the focus of my PhD.

When I was doing fieldwork, I was out in 
the bush five days a week, searching for the 
finch. It was the best part of my research  —  the 
opportunity to be out in the wild having close 

encounters with this beautiful 
and rare creature. Many times, 
I spent hours and hours sitting 
next to a dam and waiting for 
finches to come for a drink and 
bath. It’s a threatened species, 
so the chance of seeing a finch 
in the wild is very slim.

I knew the birds lived in 
the Galilee Basin, but I had no 
idea they were in such good 
numbers until I discovered a 
flock of about 400 birds in 2013. It was an amazing discovery  —  
other flocks seen in the past few years have numbered no more 
than a few dozen, and it gives hope to the conservation outlook 
for the southern subspecies of the bird.

It’s hard to believe that with the threatened finch protected 
under national environmental law, and the need for action on 
climate change never more pressing, Adani’s giant Carmichael 
Coal Mine was given federal approval in the Basin. Sustainable 
decisions will not come from mining giants like Adani who oper-
ate from afar with little connection to the environment or consid-
eration for the future of the area. 

I want to see a future Australia where the government em-
powers robust and diverse community-based economies to make 
significant decisions rather than selling land to foreign corpora-
tions. My hope is that as these communities connect with the 
natural places that surround them, their decision-making will be 
underpinned by the love and understanding they share for their 
local environment.

I want to see a future 
Australia where the 
government empow-
ers robust and diverse 
community-based 
economies to make 
significant decisions 
rather than selling land 
to foreign corporations

Stanley tang with 
Black throated 
Finches. Photo: 

Juliana Rechetelo

Rusty Coupe, 
Myers Creek 

Rd  —  one of the 
many segments 
of toolangi’s old 

growth forest that 
has been logged. 

Photo: Dale 
Cochrane

LEI 
STANLEY TANG, 

The TINY FINCH 
AND THE MEGA MINE
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Photo: Alfonsina 
Blyde, Flickr CC.

green building puts 
pollution in the shade
A recent upgrade to the green Building’s solar system has made a difference 
to the amount of energy ACF saves at its headquarters every day, writes 60L 
building manager Andrew gemmell.

One winter’s day in 2014 I was up on the 
roof of the Green Building doing some main-
tenance. It happened to be the shortest day of 
the year, but I noticed that there was still a large 
area of direct sunlight hitting the east end of the 
roof, despite the neighbouring 10-storey apart-
ment buildings.

For a long time, installation of solar panels 
on the east end of the roof was not considered 
worthwhile, but once I had made this realisa-
tion  —  that the area still saw some sunlight even 

in darkest winter  —  we dis-
covered we could take advan-
tage of improved photovoltaic 
technology. The latest photo-
voltaic technology enables in-
dividual solar panels to be 
shaded without affecting the 
performance of other panels. 

It is now nearly a year since 
we installed sixty new pan-
els on the roof of the build-
ing, following approval by 
the building’s Management 

the latest 
 photovoltaic tech-

nology enables 
individual solar 

panels to be shaded 
without affecting 

the  performance of 
other panels

Committee and the ACF Board. In the eight 
months to 31 March 2015, these new panels pro-
duced 14,662kWh of electricity. By comparison, 
in the first full year of operation, the old system, 
which was comprised of 64 photovoltaic pan-
els on the west end of the roof, produced just 
11,133kWh.

Excitingly, despite morning shade, the new 
panels at the east end of the roof have already 
more than doubled the output of clean ener-
gy generation on site and reduced the cost of 
electricity to ACF and all the tenants here in the 
Green Building.

We should also recognise the foresight of 
the previous owners of the 60L building, who 
worked to ensure that the neighbouring apart-
ment buildings were kept under 12 storeys 
high, thereby ensuring the east end of the roof 
has more sunlight each day. Their vision for the 
future has allowed us to make an important 
contribution to increased energy efficiency and 
carbon pollution reduction each day.
→ take a tour of the 60l Building: 
 acfonline.org.au/about-us/green-building 

Feature 
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 Feature

ACF’S  
50th 
BIRTHDAY

This year, ACF and its supporters 
will come together to celebrate 
50 years of standing up for 
our incredible country. In that 
half-century we have kept the 
Franklin River flowing, protected 
our beloved Great Barrier 
Reef, witnessed the creation of 
Kakadu National Park, preserved 
Tasmania’s ancient rainforests and 
overseen the creation of Landcare  —  
and much more besides. In some 
ways, ACF’s story finds root in the 
forest metaphor  —  nurtured from a 
seed, its branches now spread far 
and wide, its canopy protecting and 
nurturing the life within.

like many success stories, it start-
ed with one person’s vision and has grown to 
become a well-recognised and respected organ-
isation with national reach  —  Australia’s first 
national conservation organisation. Since our 
beginnings in 1965, our ranks have swelled to 
more than 75 staff, 40,000-plus members and 
donors, and an active supporter base of nearly 
a quarter of a million people.

Our story began with an Oxford zoologist, Francis Ratcliffe, 
who came here in 1929. As Francis travelled across Australia, 
conducting ecological experiments for the Commonwealth Sci-
entific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), the coun-
try got under his skin. Through his observations of this stunning, 
mysterious land, he felt a need to protect it. In a letter to his fam-
ily he wrote: “the more I looked, the more I realised that never in 
my life or dreams had I been in such incredible country”.

When the World Wide Fund for Nature (now WWF) was set 
up, and there was talk of an Australian branch, Francis was con-
cerned that there was no national body charged with looking after 
the flora and fauna of Australia. So he brought together scientific, 
business, public service and political decision-makers to set up a 
committee. His friend, Max Day, had the foresight to know that 
this was not just any committee  —  something more enduring was 
needed. The Australian Conservation Foundation was born. Peo-
ple came together for our inaugural meeting in Canberra, held 

Since our beginnings in 1965, our ranks 
have swelled to more than 75 staff, 40,000-

plus members and donors, and 
an active supporter base of near-

ly a quarter of a million people

Antje Dun and Susanna Nelson

Antje Dun is ACF’s 
librarian and 

research officer. 
She worked at ACF 

for 12 years and 
has spent most of 
that time working 
out how she could 

include a review 
of The Secret Life 

of Wombats in 
habitat.
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acF’s 50th BirthdaY

We will be holding birthday 
celebrations across the country 
from the 14th  —  20th September 
2015 and would love to see you. 
Join the celebration and become 
an ACF Member: 
acfonline.org.au/membership

on 18 and 19 September 1965, and from there our membership 
grew, as Australians heard about what our new foundation could 
achieve and were inspired to take part. 

The achievements made by the ACF community working with 
many others are long lasting; the names and places iconic. You 
only need to take a boat down the ancient Franklin and Gordon 
rivers in Tasmania  —  so nearly lost to us, but now preserved for 
eternity  —  to feel the power of nature. It is a power that has 
continued to inspire people to stand up for these beautiful 
places for the last 50 years. 

The power of people standing up together has saved 
so many places. Consider the coral gardens of the Great 
Barrier Reef, the Gondwanian rainforests of the Dain-
tree and Queensland, the ancient Kakadu National 
Park, the moss-filled forests of South West Tasmania, 
the breathtaking Kimberley, vast white Antarctica, 
sand-infused Fraser Island, the mighty Murray Dar-
ling River Basin, and the snow-chilled mountains and 
valleys of the Australian Alps. These are places ACF and 
others have worked to protect, and we will continue to do so.

Our story is yours too. It is about the people from across Aus-
tralia and beyond who make up the ACF community and gen-
erously give their time, energy, money and love to preserve the 
incredible country that first inspired Francis Ratcliffe to plant the 
ACF seed. People who are holding the baton today will make all 
the difference for the generations that will follow. Thank you to 

those who care about and are actively 
making a difference for the most ‘incred-
ible country’ we have seen  —  in our lives or 
our dreams.

Geike Gorge, wA. Photo: Kerry Trapnell
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Tristan Knowles

It can often seem like our environment 
faces the constant challenge of unchecked devel-
opment. At the height of the recent commodi-
ty-price boom, new polluting mining projects 
were proposed at a pace unseen in recent memory.

In Queensland, up to nine coal projects were 
proposed in the Desert uplands and Brigalow 
belt bioregions, areas the mining industry and 
government have preferred to refer to using a 
geological name, the Galilee Basin. If developed 

and exported, the greenhouse 
gas pollution from burning 
this coal to produce electricity 
would have been greater than 
Australia’s entire domestic 
greenhouse gas pollution.
But the challenge, though con-
stant, is certainly not insur-
mountable. Since these projects 
were announced, environmen-
tal groups big and small have 
been working to raise the 
profile of the financial, envi-
ronmental, social and manage-
ment risks of the projects.

Luckily, economics has been 
on our side. Coal markets have 

slid from all time highs, making many of the projects originally pro-
posed for the Desert uploads and Brigalow belt bioregion unviable.

A change of government in Queensland has also led to a toning 
down of the explicit support for the coal industry at the expense of 
other concerns like the declining health of the Great Barrier Reef.

As we go to press, Adani’s Carmichael coal mine, rail and port 
proposal appears to be the last project standing.

ACF is collaborating on an impressive multi-organisation cam-
paign to raise awareness of the Adani Carmichael project and 
highlight the environmental dangers it poses locally and globally. 
We have been working with other groups to develop a summary 
of the financial, environmental, social and management risks of 
the project. 

We will be meeting with banks and other investors to raise the 
profile of the risks and act as a voice for the animals and plants at 
risk from this dirty project.

big coal projects fold

→ Awareness raising is the key. If we can 
spread the word about the environmental 
dangers posed by Adani’s proposal, the 
general public  —  and therefore the 
government  —  is unlikely to let it go ahead. 
we hope that ACF supporters will join our 
climate campaign and spread the word

 action.org.au/join-climate-community

 Feature

tristan Knowles is 
an energy analyst 
for ACF. He has a 

Bachelor of Applied 
Economics and 

has studied and 
worked across Asia 

in economics and 
community devel-

opment initiatives. 
He is the self-pro-

claimed founder 
and president of 

the weekly ACF 
Cheese fest.

Less 
Is
More
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News 

BIg PolluteRS hAve 
LoST SocIAl lIcence

Tessa Fluence

there’s a handful of polluting giants in our country. 
They’re trying to make a quick buck while they still can, digging 
up and burning coal, gas and oil. But they’re polluting our air, 
our water, our ecosystems and our communities. 

We’ve decided to shine a light on these giants  —  not to shame 
them, but to encourage them to take responsibility for their ac-
tions and rapidly reduce their pollution. We want to drive home 
where much of Australia’s pollution is coming from. 

We also want the government to take notice, so it rethinks the 
subsidies and tax breaks, and introduces laws that make these 
giants compensate the community for their pollution. Ultimately, 
we want the government to outlaw these polluting practices. 

Some companies publicly recognise global warming as a 
problem and are slowly starting to invest in clean energy. Others 
are actively lobbying our government against cutting pollution. 
But ultimately, they want to keep things as they are: they want 
to keep making money and polluting while they still can. But 
they’ve lost their social licence. 

When Geoff Cousins, our President, launched the ‘Big Pol-
luters’ campaign on the ABC’s Lateline, we were blown away 
by your response. Nearly 100,000 people opened emails about 
this. More than 600,000 saw the coverage on social media. And 

hundreds of you sent emails, asking what you 
can do. 

The story was all over the media, too. It was 
the most popular story on ABC news online. It 
was in the Australian, the Guardian, ABC Ra-
dio National, The Age, Sydney Morning Herald, 
Canberra Times, Brisbane Times, WA Today, Daily 
Mail, the New Daily Mail and more. 

That’s a lot of people to judge whether the be-
haviour of the big polluters and the politicians 
who do their bidding  —  is still socially acceptable.

These ten polluting giants are responsible for 
nearly a third of our nation’s greenhouse pol-
lution. And most of this pollution comes from 
how they produce and use energy, often with 
inefficient coal-fired power plants that are old 
rust buckets well past their use-by dates.

Exposing Australia’s pol-
luting giants is an important 
step in our work transforming 
Australia’s energy production. 
Our government doesn’t yet 
have a plan to retire the most 
polluting and outdated coal 
plants, and replace them with 
clean energy. But we’re work-
ing on it. 

We want a government that 
listens to the people, rather 
than a handful of polluting 
companies.

→ Join the public discussion  —  share and 
expose the ten biggest polluters on social 
media. watch Geoff ’s lateline interview 
and take action here:  
action.org.au/biggest-polluters 

Tessa Fluence is 
a storyteller and 
digital campaign-
er. She weaves 
words and dab-
bles with pixels 
and paint. She has 
green thumbs and 
a PhD in cultural 
studies.

Exposing Australia’s polluting 
giants is an important step in our 
work transforming Australia’s 
 energy production
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Be the Change

Invest in a 
Better Future

Impact Investment Group
is a private impact investment funds 
manager and certi fi ed B Corporati on. 

We invest in real estate, infrastructure 
and businesses to generate social, 

environmental and commercial returns
for our investors.*

Contact us: (03) 8534 8060
enquiries@impact-group.com.au

www.impact-group.com.au

*Our investments are open to Australian wholesale investors only.
Impact Funds Management Pty Ltd (ACN 138 179 914) (AFSL 356 648) 
is owned by Impact Investment Group Pty Ltd (ACN 139 328 108)

ethicalinvestments.com.au  03 9853 0995

Ethical Investment Services Pty Ltd
ABN 38 004 531 800     AFS Licence 222 690

providing investment 
portfolios and financial advice 
for over 25 years

Michelle Brisbane 
Senior Adviser

Anne-Marie Spagnolo
Senior Adviser

Mike Josephson
Financial Adviser

Dear reader, 
Change is in the air at habitat too!

We’re taking a fresh look at habitat this year,  
and we’d love to hear your thoughts. 

What do you love about habitat? 
What would you like to see more or less of? 

Do you have a story to share?
Are you interested in contributing articles?

Do you have questions/comments/feedback?
We’d love to hear from you. Email us at: 

 habitat@acfonline.org.au 

Thank you! 

Team habitat

tell uS WHAt 
You tHInK!
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ask the eConomist • ask the lawyer  

the government and much of the media seem to 
emphasise the economy over the environment  —  
surely they’ve got this back to front?

‘Is the federal government going to try to take 
away the ‘deductible gift recipient’ status of 
environment groups and is this lawful?’

habitat@acfonline.org.au
email your questions

the economy and the environment are, more often 
than not, presented as being in conflict. We are told that 
one has to win at the expense of the other, and that we 
must choose between the environment being protected 
and the economy being allowed to grow.

In any discussion of the economy it is important to re-
member that it is a system put in place by people as a way 
of relating to each other, a way of organising ourselves. It 
is not a living breathing organism. 

The reality is that the econ-
omy and the environment 
are intertwined. For example, 
global warming means some 
areas of farmland will become 
less useful  —  this will result in 
less production and employ-
ment. Clean water and air are 
integral to people’s quality of 
life  —  allowing these to be de-
graded for economic growth is 
foolish and dangerous. 

As environmental advo-
cates we can’t ignore that, in the short term, moving to-
wards a cleaner environment may prompt debates about 
society’s priorities. But this should not dissuade us from 
our goals of protecting the environment and the qualities 
of life we all enjoy. 

While our current government may not seem to recog-
nise it, institutions such as the Australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics (ABS) see the value in collecting information that 
acknowledges this relationship. In April the ABS released 
the 2015 Australian Environmental–Economic Accounts, 
exploring how Australian industry and households con-
sumed our environment in terms of our waste produc-
tion, energy and water consumption and production of 
greenhouse gases.

The ABS is in the early stages of this work and I am en-
couraged by the information it will provide. If you are 
interested in how the environment and the economy in-
tersect, this publication is well worth a look.

Matthew Rose 

ACF’s status as a charity means that our donors 
can claim a tax deduction. This status is critically im-
portant  —  85 per cent of our work is funded by these 
generous donors. In June 2014, the Liberal Party Federal 
Council unanimously recommended that environmental 
NGOs be stripped of their charity status and the ability 
to receive tax-deductible donations. It seems clear that 

the recently formed House of 
Representatives inquiry into 
the Register of Environmental 
organisations has been set up 
to progress this objective. 

And there is a broader chal-
lenge from those who would 
silence our voices. The Min-
erals Council of Australia and 
the Institute of Public Affairs 
(IPA) would prefer that we be 

restricted to ‘on-ground’ activities  —  like tree planting  —  
rather than exposing the impacts of a large mining pro-
ject on the Reef, or revealing the attempts to de-list Tassie 
forests from the World Heritage register, or highlighting 
Australia’s top ten biggest polluters. 

This isn’t surprising  —  environmental groups provide 
a balance to the views of powerful and organised eco-
nomic interests, empowering people to ask their leaders 
to put the public interest first. These efforts are incon-
venient for those held to account for unsustainable and 
environmentally damaging practices and policies. 

But attacks on the advocacy role of environment 
groups are misguided. The High Court of Australia in 
the 2010 Aid/Watch decision was clear that advocacy ac-
tivities aimed at policy or legislative change do not pre-
clude an organisation from being classified as a charity. 
Our system of representative government is mandated 
in the Australian Constitution, and activities that pro-
mote freedom of political communication and freedom 
of speech support this system.

ACF is proud to support people in communicating 
with government and business about our precious envi-
ronment. Our 50-year history demonstrates tangible out-
comes for nature and people as a result of these efforts.

Any attempt to curtail our advocacy and that of other 
environment groups would not only be a challenge to 
the independence of Australian civil society, but a dras-
tic move away from 400 years of case law and the posi-
tion of the High Court of Australia.

Elizabeth McKinnon
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Matthew Rose is ACF’s economist. He 
has worked in the Federal Public Service 

and as a political staffer. Aside from 
pondering Australia’s environmental 

and economic challenges, he is an 
enthusiastic coffee drinker, an average 

gardener and an indifferent runner.

Elizabeth McKinnon is ACF’s General 
Counsel and a former solicitor of the 

Environment Defenders Office. Elizabeth 
will not answer any questions before 

a strong coffee. With milk thanks. 

@MattiLRose
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 Feature

YOU’LL nEVER 
WALK ALOnE

A love of nature often transcends generations, 
as one ACF member discovered when he made the 
commitment to walk the nine-day Lurujarri Heritage 
trail in the Kimberley, writes Kathryn mcCallum.

Photo: Liz Vagg
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Claire Sullivan, Jack’s granddaughter, 
provides her own account:
Jack was training for something, and we didn’t 
really know what. He was walking everywhere, 
from Hawthorn to Williamstown. We got caught 
up in Jack’s inspiration.

I never would’ve thought to go on a walk like 
this with 60 people, and also stick together like 
we have in that strange mob way. It has been a re-
ally strange experience in a way. It has been re-
ally great.

I loved the whale-watching place  —  there 
was so much whale action going on. It was 
wonderful, that sense of all those creatures so 
close to us, being looked for, and looked after. I 
was really impressed by all the volunteers there, 
the commitment, and how they work so hard. 

I didn’t really understand before coming up 
what it [the plans to turn James Price Point into 
an industrial gas hub] all meant. I just knew 
that it sounded bad, but after being here it just 
seems ridiculous that it was even being thought 
about. It seems completely insane.

This issue is not hot at the moment, but then 
it might come back, or something else might 
come back, and the fact that this particular sec-
tion has been protected … it’s still here, and it’s 
still amazing. It’s still precious, but it’s still un-
der threat. It’s really worth protecting.

It’s not just about it being beautiful, is it? 
There is a whole community here. It’s not just 
like, ‘protect it because it’s wilderness.’ There’s 
more to it, isn’t there? 

All those activities that were going on around 
us  —  the fishing trips the families went on, and 
all of those things  —  the idea of it not being pos-
sible any more is so cruel.

It’s a family story. It’s their heritage over here.

After reading an article in habitat, Jack Hoadley  —  an ACF 
member for 43 years  —  decided to accept an invitation to walk 
the spectacular and sacred Lurujarri Trail in the Kimberley. Be-
fore too long, three generations of Jack’s family had decided to 
share the journey. 

The Lurujarri Trail follows the Goolarabooloo’s traditional 
song cycle along the west coast, sunset country. Senior law man 
Paddy Roe shared a vision of Goolarabooloo families walking 
their country with non-Aboriginal people to connect to country, 
beauty and tradition.

Jack takes up the story:
My wife and I fell in love with the Kimberley after camping and 
walking, and taking a cruise on a small boat that went up most of 
the rivers. When I read in habitat magazine about the Lurujarri 
trail, I was hooked.

I happened to mention at dinner one night to the family what 
I was planning to do, thinking I was just going to go on my own. 

But before I left, the family was falling in behind us. First of 
all it was two, and then three, and then four  —  soon, in fact, there 
were five of us. That’s how it started.

We walked for nine days on the trail. There are sections where 
the landform changes, or the soil changes, so the vegetation 
changes. We walked through several different ecological systems, 
and I found that very interesting. 

I wanted to get the feel of the country through my feet, and I 
think I did that as I looked at the soil, or the sand, that was un-
derneath me, or the rocks that we were working our way over. I 
discovered all that as part of my story.

I remember the flint factory where we looked for scattered bits 
of sharpened flintstone, and could imagine the community for 
centuries working there to produce tools that were traded far and 
wide. I found that quite moving. 

Another day I was following Franz with the young man, Josh, 
just the three of us. He led us into a paperback thicket; relative-
ly young paperbacks. It was obviously very moist. It was like 
walking into the butterfly house at the zoo. There were so many 
butterflies there. It was just stunning the number of butterflies! 
What a privilege to sense that.

Franz showed us all sorts of bush foods the local community 
depends on to support their culture. If that were destroyed, that’s 
a huge hole in their culture.

One of the things that I’ve gradually become conscious of 
is just how much work went into the protection of James Price 
Point. It began to dawn on me that it wasn’t just the pictures that 
we saw on Melbourne television of lots of people on the beach 
with big signs. There were many, many people behind the scenes 
and such commitment. 

I sort of knew about it, but I feel it now.
It’s exciting for me that the things I love, that I inherited from 

my father, have been picked up by my children, and now my 
grandchildren; this love of the outdoors, and the care for the 
environment.”

It’s not just about it being beautiful, is 
it? there is a whole community here. 
It’s not just like, ‘protect it because it’s 
wilderness.’ there’s more to it, isn’t there? 

You’ll  never walk alone

Kathryn Mc-
Callum is ACF’s 
Communication 
and Mobilisa-
tion Manager. 
She walked the 
Australian Alps 
Walking Track 
solo in 2003 and 
the Lurujarri Trail 
with 50 people 
in 2013, and 
enjoys reading 
maps and eating 
dark chocolate.

→ Find out more about walking the lurujarri 
Heritage trail: goolarabooloo.org.au

→ Jack Hoadley has been a member of ACF since 
February 1972. Become an ACF member today too:  
acfonline.org.au/membership
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 Feature

No matter what our 
government commits 
to at that Paris meeting, 
our communities will 
need to be prepared 
to get on with the 
job, and hold political 
leaders to account

PARISPATHWAY 
TO

In December this year, leaders from 
around the world will meet in Paris to deter-
mine what they are each prepared to do to cut 
pollution and tackle global warming. 

It’s essential that Australia is part of this 
global effort. The decisions that the Abbott gov-
ernment makes about how far it is willing to cut 
pollution will determine whether or not we in 
Australia are playing our fair part in protecting 

the meeting on global warming in paris at 
the end of this year won’t just be a test of the 
Abbott government’s leadership, but a test 
of our collective commitment to hold it to 
account, writes Victoria mcKenzie-mcHarg.

life  —  our environment and our communities  —  from a 
hotter, dryer and more dangerous future. 

This moment will be a key test of the Abbott gov-
ernment’s leadership, and of any other political par-
ties vying to be in government.

The Paris meeting will be a crucial moment on the 
path to the next federal election, where the efforts 

that our political leaders are prepared to take to tack-
le global warming will be laid bare for our judgement. 

No matter what our government commits to at that Paris 
meeting, our communities will need to be prepared to get 

on with the job, and hold political leaders to account. 
Right now, the government is determining a target to cut 

pollution that it is prepared to put on the table as part of the 
negotiations, with an announcement expected in June. As I write, 
pressure is mounting from big polluting lobby groups, such as 
the Minerals Council. They want to keep the targets weak  —  al-
lowing polluters to pollute, and protecting the deep pockets of 
big energy and mining companies. 

It’s essential that these well-funded vested interests are coun-
tered. We’re amplifying the voice of all Australians who care 
about a clean energy future. 
We’re working in target areas 
to highlight the opportunities 
for an energy transformation 
in Australia and demonstrate 
the choice our government 
must make. 

And it’s not just the govern-
ment that needs to hear this 
message. The ALP has so far 

ACF’s director of 
 engagement  Angela 

 Rutter speaks at a  Climate 
Reality session in India
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failed to commit to action strong enough to cut pollution to zero 
and support the clean renewable energy development that ex-
perts and investors tell us is possible. 

In July, powerbrokers from across the ALP will meet at its Na-
tional Conference to determine the policy platform that will be 
taken to the next federal election. Strong limits on pollution and 
support for clean energy will need to be key features of this plat-
form if the ALP is prepared to act in the interests of the commu-
nity on global warming. 

Our work in target communities throughout the year will 
build momentum where politicians listen the most. We’ll host 
conversations, training ACF supporters like you who want to 
speak up and engage your communities on the need to cut pollu-
tion and support clean energy. 

In May, ACF supporters across the country wrote to their fed-
eral MPs calling for strong limits on pollution. Supporters met 
with MPs in key areas to remind them to listen to their commu-
nity, not just the big polluters. We’re working to hold big pollut-
ing companies to account, calling out their misinformation and 
rent-seeking for what it is, and helping ACF supporters find a 
better, cleaner energy company for their homes and businesses. 

But one of the most important actions we’ll take this year will 
be building our community of supporters to be bigger, more di-
verse and more organised than ever before. If we organise our-
selves  —  working with other groups across our movement to 
coordinate our supporter base, and reaching out to new organ-
isations that we know are concerned about protecting life and 
cutting pollution  —  our movement will be unstoppable by De-
cember this year. 

In that moment, we’ll all need to stand up and be counted. 
United, side-by-side, with a broader collection of Australians 
than we are today, we’ll demonstrate to our political leaders that 
no matter what outcome they reach in Paris, we’re in it for the 
long term. We’re committed to doing what’s 
required to cut pollution, and to holding our 
elected leaders to account. 

Right now I’m working with leading organ-
isations across Australia to develop a shared 
plan for national rallies to demonstrate the 
strength of this movement that we are becom-
ing. But in order to engage with new communi-
ties over the long term we need you. 

And I know that you’ll be with us throughout 
this year as we build pressure in local commu-
nities, write to politicians, host events and call 
talk back radio to keep this issue on the political 
agenda. I know we can count on you, because 
your actions and resilience are the reason we’ve 
come so far. Thank you. 

→ Join our climate campaign  
on the pathway to Paris:  
action.org.au/join-climate-community

PathwaY to Paris

Victoria McKenzie- 
McHarg first devel-
oped her sense of 
environmental re-
sponsibility and ab-
horrence for indoor 
swimming pools 
growing up swim-
ming in the waters 
of the Murray at 
Albury. She is ACF’s 
climate change 
campaign manager.

Victoria McKenzie-McHarg,  
climate change campaign manager

the Climate Change Authority 
recently released its recommen-
dation that Australia should cut 
pollution by 30 per cent by the 
year 2025 to ensure we’re con-
tributing fairly to efforts to limit 

global warming to less than two degrees. This recom-
mendation is conservative, giving us only a two-in-three 
chance of staying below the two-degree limit  —  not 
great odds when we’re talking about protecting life, 
species and communities. 

But the federal government has dismissed even 
this target  —  Environment Minister Greg Hunt calls it 
‘onerous’. 

The pressure isn’t just building at home, it’s mount-
ing all around the world. Other countries are eager to 
see Australia become a constructive force in the push 
towards cutting pollution, rather than a blocker. Un-
fortunately, the government is putting the interests of 
a handful of big polluting companies ahead of the in-
terests of Australian communities. 

The big polluters are a small number of powerful 
voices funded by big dollars. We’re determined to hold 
them to account both for what they say and what they 
do. Our report looking at Australia’s top 10 biggest pol-
luters launched in March. It found that while most of 
these companies say they are concerned about climate 
change, many of them have lobbied against the policies 
we need to cut pollution. 

The government’s Emissions Reduction Fund kicked 
off in April, reversing the long-standing ‘polluter pays’ 
principle. Millions of taxpayer dollars will be handed 
to companies if they volunteer to cut pollution  —  but 
the scheme as it stands has no way to ensure those 
pollution cuts won’t be offset by an increase in pollu-
tion from another company. 

But while the government dallies and big polluting 
companies continue to argue for weaker action, the rest 
of the community is getting on with the job. Local coun-
cils from across the country are lining up to become 100 
per cent renewable. Commercial-scale solar installa-
tions  —  the sort you see on supermarkets, office blocks 
and on ACF’s own 60L Green Building (see page 15 for 
the story)  —  are growing rapidly, and bi-partisan sup-
port for clean energy across Australia is high. 

ACF supporters have been emailing their local MPs, 
calling on them to keep the Renewable Enerty Target 
(RET) strong. And thousands of you have volunteered to 
put up clean energy posters in your local area to show 
support for a clean future. 

Together, we’re creating a community that is proud to 
stand up for life, clean energy, and a healthy prosperous 
future. Politicians of all persuasions should take note.

→ Become part of in our 
latest campaign actions:  

action.org.au

Getting on with the job
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the Peter Rawlinson Award is award-
ed by ACF for outstanding voluntary con-
tribution to protecting the environment, and 
honours the life and work of biologist and con-
servationist Dr Peter Rawlinson. 

Dr Rawlinson was a champion of grass roots 
environmental campaigning, and challenged 
government policy on a number of issues we 
now regard as mainstream common sense, such 
as the removal of lead from petrol and the safe-
guarding of forest habitat. 

Past winners of the Rawlinson Award have 
hailed from all over Australia and worked on 
diverse issues without financial reward  —  these 

issues include the prevention 
of uranium mining at Jabiluka, 
protecting Victoria’s eastern 
forests and ensuring the ban-
ning of once-off water bottles 
in Bundanoon.

Jeffrey Lee won the 2013 
award for his many years 
campaigning to remove the 
threat of uranium mining 
from his lands at Koongarra, 

a region surrounded by  —  but not included 
in  —  the World-Heritage-listed Kakadu Na-
tional Park. 

It was a journey that took him to Paris in 
2011 to meet with UNESCO’s World Heritage 
Committee, where he convinced UNESCO to 
include Koongarra in the World Heritage estate. 

In 2013 the area was formally included into Kakadu and perma-
nently protected from uranium mining.

For decades Jeffrey faced sustained pressure to allow urani-
um mining on his land and for decades he resisted  —  refusing 
millions of dollars in promised mining payments. He protected 
and shared his land and generously allowed it to be included 
in Kakadu National Park  —  the Peter Rawlinson Award honours 
this tireless supporter of the land. If the government were to 
build an outstation on Jeffrey’s country, allowing him to live on 
the land he loves, this would be a welcome and fitting gesture to 
complement our recognition of this passionate campaigner. 

Speaking at the closing plenary session of the International 
Union for Conservation (IUNC) World Parks Congress in Sydney 
in November, Jeffrey reminded the audience what was at stake: 

I have said no to uranium mining at Koongarra because I believe 
that the land and my cultural beliefs are more important than 
mining and money. Money comes and goes, but the land is always 
here, it always stays if we look after it and it will look after us.

Jeffrey Lee stared down a major mining company and put cultur-
al responsibility above convertible currency. His success in pro-
tecting this sacred and irreplaceable part of Australia has made 
him an admirable example of how it is possible for individuals 
to stand up and be counted. We were delighted to award him a 
Peter Rawlinson Award in 2013.

pROtECtIng 
COUntRY
For Jeffrey Lee, Senior traditional Owner 
and member of the djok clan, receiving 
the 2013 peter Rawlinson Award has 
provided welcome recognition of his 
success in protecting his country from 
uranium mining, writes James norman. 

→ there are many people making outstanding 
voluntary contributions to protect, restore 
or regenerate our environment. Do you 
know a great advocate for nature? Nominate 
them for the Peter Rawlinson Award:

 action.org.au/rawlinson

James Norman is a media adviser 
at ACF, as well as a writer and bi-

ographer. He is also a keen filmgo-
er and cheese connoisseur.

 News

Jeffrey lee. 
Photo: Dominic 

O'Brien
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the world uranium Symposium, the latest in a 
series of international forums since 1992 that have highlighted 
the impacts of uranium mining and milling, was held on the tra-
ditional lands of the Cree Nation. The Cree community spoke 
of their resistance to uranium mining and efforts to extend a 
long-standing province-wide industry moratorium. There were 
inspiring examples of the power of shared campaigning. 

The Symposium drew around 300 academics, medical profes-
sionals, Indigenous representatives and active citizens. 

Across Africa and Asia, communities are increasing their skills 
in radiation monitoring and impact assessment; in Europe, dedi-
cated research is taking place to track money and material flows; 
North American First Nation peoples are leading the way with 
legal challenges and bans; and in Australia, cooperation between 
environment organisations and Aboriginal communities has de-

layed or derailed polluting mining projects.
The International Uranium Film Festi-

val showcased around 50 documentary and 
arthouse nuclear-related films. It was a very 
special moment to see Protecting Manguwan-
ku, a co-production by Natalie Wasley, Beyond 
Nuclear Initiative and the Jumbunna Indige-
nous House of Learning at University Tech-
nology Sydney, on the big screen in Quebec. It 
was even more special to stand with Arrernte 
woman and Australian Nuclear Free Alliance 
co-chair Barbara Shaw to acknowledge the 
Muckaty community’s hard-won success over 
seven tough years.

As we left Quebec, the snow was melting and 
the trees starting to bud  —  an apt metaphor for 
the renewed commitment to building a safer 
energy future.

News 

SOLIdARItY In tHE SnOW

→ Sign the petition to call for a new approach 
to radioactive waste management:

 action.org.au/waste

Dave Sweeney: 
For three decades 
Dave has watched, 
written about and 

worked around 
nuclear, resource 

and Indigenous 
issues in Australia. 

Since the demise 
of the Fitzroy foot-

ball club he has 
had more time on 
weekends for peo-
ple, places, print, 

pints and plots.

Graham Tupper,  
Northern Australia program manager

In February, South Australian Premier Jay 
Weatherill made the surprise announcement of a 
Royal Commission to examine the state’s future role 
in the nuclear industry. The an-
nouncement was accompanied 
by a well-orchestrated nuclear 
industry media campaign. 

The last inquiry into nuclear 
expansion in 2006 was led by nu-
clear energy advocate Ziggy Swit-
kowski and concluded that huge 
government subsidies would be 
needed to expand Australia’s nu-
clear role. 

So why would South Austral-
ia want to subsidise the expansion of the dirty and 
dangerous nuclear industry when it has shown such 
leadership in the transition to safe, clean renewable 
energy? If the new Royal Commission asks the right 
questions, it should come up with the same answer: 
the risks of the nuclear industry far outweigh any 
claimed benefits. 

 This is what ACF will pursue. It is critical that the 
Commission process is evidence-based and does not 
become a publicly funded platform for the industry’s 
public relations. We will be working through the Roy-
al Commission process to highlight:

• The toxic environmental legacy left by current 
uranium mining in South Australia

• The scale of public subsidies needed to expand 
the industry into more dangerous areas such as 
uranium enrichment, compared with the invest-
ment that could be made in making South Aus-
tralia a leader in clean energy

• The impacts on human health, Indigenous com-
munities and the natural environment that 
would result from long-lived radioactive waste 
being stored in South Australia, including dan-
gerous high-level international nuclear waste.

South Australia leads the mainland states in har-
nessing solar and wind energy. Renewable energy 
supplies more than one-third of the state’s electric-
ity and the community in Port Augusta wants a so-
lar thermal power station to replace their polluting 
coal-fired facility. ACF views South Australia  —  and 
Australia  —  as far more than a nuclear quarry or 
dump. Our energy future must be renewable, not 
radioactive.

→ take part in our latest 
campaign actions:  
action.org.au

New inquiry needs 
spin-free facts
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Frozen rivers and snowdrifts are uncommon in Central Australia  —  so for 
a posse of Australians travelling recently through an icy Canada there 
were photo opportunities at every turn. Dave Sweeney was part of this 
group of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal advocates en route to Quebec 
to participate in two major events on the global nuclear-free calendar.

Peter watts and 
Barbara Shaw. 
Photo: Marcus 

Atkinson
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There, they met with long-time 
friends and fresh faces to talk 
strategy, share stories and connect over common 
values and histories of loving and protecting life 
in our beautiful country.

 News

COUNT ME  
IN! TOUR

In March, April and May, our CEO Kelly 
O’Shanassy and a number of ACF campaigners 
went on the road  —  visiting Bendigo, Melbourne 
(not far), Canberra, Brisbane, Ipswich, Ade-
laide, the Blue Mountains, Sydney and Hobart. 

→ Join the conversation 
with other ACF 
supporters on Facebook

 facebook.com/Australian
 ConservationFoundation

Photos: Stephanie Bradford
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Reviews 

 NATURE PAGES

GREEN SCREEN

If you want to deliver the message that past environmental mis-
takes can be fixed, this is the book for you. Written for readers of 
all ages, it tells the story of a World Heritage site  —  remote, wind-
swept Macquarie Island halfway between Tasmania and Antarc-
tica  —  and reveals how the island’s amazing array of wildlife has 
been impacted by humans, at first by sealers and then by feral 
animals such as cats and rabbits. The book ends on a positive 
note, covering the efforts of people to restore and protect the is-
land and providing the reassurance that we can learn from our 
past mistakes and fix them.

What do you do at night  —  watch TV? Sleep? 
Read? At 16 years of age, Peter spent his nights 
crawling down wombat burrows learning 
about the secret lives of wombats. Peter’s re-
search, still relevant today, inspired the author, 
James Woodford, to explore the mystery of a 
most intriguing, lovely marsupial. He talked 
to scientists, park rangers, farmers and wildlife 
carers around Australia and this book is the 
product of his research. This is popular science 
writing at its best.

Il Était Une Forêt, which recently screened at 
the French Film Festival, is a visually stunning 
documentary following the phases of tropi-
cal rainforest growth in the Amazon and the 
Congo. Breathtaking cinematography captures 
intimate macro-scale feasts, literally, as well 
as sweeping landscapes by drone. Alarmingly, 
we learn that these ecosystems take 700 years 
to regenerate if destroyed  —  which makes you 
wonder, how much have we already lost in 
Australia through logging? Will our own eco-
logical complexity ever be restored? 

One Small Island:  
The Story of Macquarie Island

The secret life of Wombats 

Il Était Une Forêt (Once upon a Forest)

By Alison Lester and Coral Tulloch
By James Woodford

→ Know another good 
eco-film we should 
review for habitat? 
let us know:

 habitat@acfonline.
org.au

Antje Dun

Lauren Baird

Spread the word about these 
priceless places by hosting a 
screening at home. 
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27,468 27,468 27,468 27,468 

10,881 10,881 10,881 10,881 

7,336 7,336 7,336 7,336 

41,338 41,338 41,338 41,338 

52,735 52,735 52,735 52,735 
600,000 600,000 600,000 600,000 

10101010

In the last six months …

You are amazing  —  thank you

Thanks for being part of ACF’s community of people who care passionately about creating a health-
ier, fairer and better-connected Australia. We’re stronger together. Here are some of the many of 
ways you’re creating change:

you put up 27,468 posters in local bookshops, 
offices, houses, greengrocers and cafes 
to spread your love for clean energy

you came to Count Me In community gatherings in 10 towns 
and cities across Australia to find out how people 
power can protect nature and tackle climate change.

you sent 7,336 messages to Environment Minister greg hunt 
asking him to stop Cameco from developing a uranium 
mine at Kintyre, in a national park in the pilbara.

And when the tasmanian government announced plans to 
allow logging and massive tourism developments in the 
World heritage Area, another 10,881 of you sent letters 
asking hunt to protect tassie’s forests once and for all. 

52,735 of you signed a petition asking Joe hockey to stop 
mining the public purse to pay big polluting companies.

you reached more than 600,000 people on social 
media to share the story of Australia’s 10 biggest 
polluting companies on Facebook and twitter. 

And 41,338 of you powered our work through 
your donations and memberships.

Deanne Eccles in Rusty Coupe, 
toolangi VIC. Photo: Ali Sanderson



31

acF council

James Norman

COUNCILLOR 
PROFILE 

ACF councillor Jimmy Cocking has 
always been passionate about the environment. 
He grew up in Beveridge, in country Victoria, 
and his mother fostered in him a love of nature. 
His first exposure to the Gould League gave 
him and his brothers their first opportunity to 
learn about ecosystems, food chains, threatened 

species and the importance of 
protecting nature. 

“When I was nine years old, 
I rang the EPA asking them to 
send me information on the 
greenhouse effect,” Jimmy 
tells habitat.

“Surfing in the Southern 
Ocean and seeing the impacts 
of litter, blockading in the for-
ests of East Gippsland and 
campaigning in Tasmania got 
me inspired. But it was stand-

ing up for Indigenous rights and nuclear issues 
that moved me to Central Australia in 2008,” 
Jimmy, who is now also the Director of the Arid 

Lands Environment Centre (ALEC) in Alice 
Springs, recalls. 

Jimmy has been an ACF councillor since No-
vember 2012 and he says he is excited to have 
made the decision to become involved. The role 
has made him more active on the local level  —  
in 2013 he organised a Climate Reality Project 
screening of ‘24 Hours of Climate Reality’ in 
Alice Springs. 

He was recently elected to the Board of 
ACF  —  meaning he is an active part of its over-
all governance. “I see it as an opportunity to 
get involved with a courageous and strategic 
organisation that is getting to the root causes of 
Australia’s environmental issues,” he says.

“I am passionate about finding ways to ena-
ble us to live within nature’s parameters. I love 
clean water, clean air, healthy ecosystems and 
beautiful landscapes. But I also love people and 
strongly believe that we have the capacity to 
live in harmony with nature. We just have to re-
mind people to love it, really 
love it  —  then we’ll protect it.”

But I also love people 
and strongly believe 

that we have the 
capacity to live in 

harmony with nature. 
we just have to re-

mind people to love 
it, really love it  —  

then we’ll protect it

ACF COunCIl • CAll FOr nOMInAtIOns 
Join ACF as an environmental leader!
If you care about preserving Australia’s natural icons and 
are committed to building a sustainable future for the next 
generation, here is a unique opportunity for you to align 
your work with your life’s passion.

ACF is calling for nominations from across Australia to 
join the ACF Council. Being on the ACF Council is a fan-
tastic chance to be at the forefront of Australia’s leading 
environmental organisation. Councillors serve for a period 
of three years and attend up to three meetings a year in 
Melbourne.

How do you nominate?
To nominate you must be an ACF member. 

You can become a member by visiting our website www.
acfonline.org.au. 

From 3 July you can request a nominations kit and ac-
cess further information about ACF’s Council elections, in-
cluding details on the number of electorates and positions 
available:
 > Visit acfonline.org.au/council-election 
 > Email executive.support@acfonline.org.au 
 > Phone 1800 223 669

Nominations close at 5pm (EST) 31 July 2015 and must be sent by email to executive.support@acfonline.org.au  
or by post to the Returning Officer, ACF, 60 Leicester Street Carlton, 3053.



Know it, love it, enjoy it – and do all that you reasonably 
can to rescue and protect it; but don’t delay.

MICHAEL LEUNIG

AVA I L A B L E  A U G U S T
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