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“Realistic thinking is where real hope is found; helping us 
hit the right balance between realism and aspirations.” 
M. P. Neary

In this issue

After our wonderful 50th birthday celebrations recently, 
this issue of habitat is all about ‘hope’. A mature hope that is 
grounded in reality. Norwegian psychologist Per Espen Stoknes 
defines ‘grounded hope’ as one in which a person is realistically 
informed about the state of affairs and thus sceptical of a posi-
tive outlook, but chooses to do all they can for the best possible 
outcome because standing by is an unacceptable and unethical 
option. Instilling such hope is undeniably relevant today in the 
face of climate change; it’s a sentiment that has become integral 
to ensuring all life in Australia continues to thrive.

In this issue, you’ll read more about the concept of grounded 
hope through the raw and honest words of our writers, and 
while some of the stories are personal, they all exemplify what 
a dedicated and passionate community we are here at ACF. 

I hope you enjoy reading this issue. Please drop me an email 
at habitat@acf.org.au if you have any feedback. We’d love to hear 
from you.

Sara,
habitat Editor
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Letter from the CEO
Kelly 

O’Shanassy

We’ve been settling into our coming of age 
at ACF and are enjoying being 50 years young! 
If time really does seem to go faster with age, 
our work is more pressing than ever. We have 
amazing opportunities to shape a better life for 
all as our recently released national agenda ‘Our 
choice’ explains. It sets out ten actions to protect 
people, rivers, reefs, forests and wildlife. In this 
election year we are seeking commitment from 
the people who want to be Australia’s leaders 
to deliver these actions.

Along with our climate change campaign 
manager, Victoria McKenzie-McHarg, I went 
to Paris in December, where world leaders met 
at COP 21 and forged a historic global climate 
agreement. I feel quite sure this result wouldn’t 
have happened without you. 

Why? Because in the lead up to the Paris 
negotiations, 140,000 of you made your voice 
heard in climate rallies across the country. 
Without that momentum in Australia and 
elsewhere, I doubt whether 187 countries could 
have committed to climate pollution  reduction 

targets and ever reached agreement on the 
toughest issues. Never underestimate the 
strength of your voice, acting as part of a  global 
united front. 

This issue of habitat is all about grounded 
hope. Without it, we’d be consigned to living 
in the present (or the past) and never achieving 
anything  —  I believe it’s critical to effective envi-
ronmental campaigning. As we head towards a 
federal election, along with the expectation that 
the global community had for a strong climate 
agreement in Paris, there’s an expectation our 
government will lead on the global pollution 
and extinction crisis that is threatening life. 

We know government won’t lead without 
our continued pressure. We must speak together 

Never underestimate the 
strength of your voice, acting 
as part of a global united front.

Dr Selina Ward, 
coral reef scientist, 

and ACF CEO 
Kelly O’Shanassy 
on Heron Island, 

April 2016  
Photo: Xanthe 

Rivett



so our political and business leaders cannot 
ignore us. We’re also acutely aware the future 
we hand on to generations that follow will be 
the result of decisions made on our watch. This 
is why ACF’s decision to take legal action to 
stop the Carmichael coal mine is crucial. This 
is why, over our 50-year history, decisions have 
been made to create a better future. The people 
that shaped these decisions didn’t realise 
they were making history at the time. People 
like Max Day, one of ACF’s much-respected 
founding members who recently celebrated 
his 100th birthday in Canberra. People like past 
ACF councillor Strider from the NT who is 
 sadly no longer with us but was instrumental 
in the anti-uranium movement. And people like 
Judith Pugh and her late husband Clifton who 
became life members of ACF, with Clifton’s 
grandson, Asren now working with us to con-
tinue their wonderful legacy.

What will people say about us on the 
 occasion of ACF’s 100th birthday, I wonder? 
Will they say it was our generation that ended 

Australia’s addiction to coal and powered our 
nation by the sun and the wind? Will they gaze 
upon the Cassowary, the Leadbeater’s Possum 
and the Black-throated Finch and tell their chil-
dren that once upon a time, these species were 
on the brink of extinction but for a group of 
people that demanded a better future? Will they 
love the Reef, the Range and our ancient forests 
as much as we do and echo back over time their 
thanks for our work in protecting them? I think 
they will. I think that will be our history.

π Become a member of ACF today:  
www.acfonline.org.au/membership 

Green Turtle, 
Great Barrier Reef 
QLD Photo: Xanthe 
Rivett

ACF’s Nola Wilmot, 
Kelly O’Shanassy, 
Don Henry, Peter 
Garrett and Sian 
Prior at ACF’s 
50th celebration 
in Melbourne 
Photo: James 
Thomas
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Hope in the time 
of climate change
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Faced with endless statistics and governmental apathy, 
ACF communication and mobilisation officer Tessa Fluence 
looks at how we can ignore armchair critics and continue  

to make meaningful advancements. See story on next pages ->
Cable Beach WA Photo: Silvi Glattauer/MAPgroup
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We are living in an age that’s saturated 
with apocalyptic warnings; the hottest year on 
record, bushfires ravaging Tasmanian World 
Heritage forests, coral reefs dying, bee  colonies 
collapsing; glaciers melting. Our world is 
 hurtling towards runaway climate change and 
mass extinction, yet so often, governments 
ignore this terrifying evidence and put their 
heads in the sand. 

Turn on the television or check your news 
feed and there are warnings of a different 
kind  —  ones with high definition explosions, 
armed terrorists and alien invasions. 

But look out the window and these worries 
seem far away, for the moment at least. The 
tomato plants are thriving. The sky is blue and 
magpies are warbling in the backyard. The 
boom gates at the end of your street are opening 
and shutting with a comforting ding ding ding 
as trains bumble past. 

It’s a strange tension  —  shocking apocalyptic 
evidence and televised fantasies, versus our 
often mundane (and sometimes beautiful) 
every day reality. 

Naomi Klein describes this cognitive dis-
sonance as “part of being alive in this jarring 

moment in history, when a crisis we have been studiously ignoring 
is hitting us in the face.” 

We know more than ever about climate change, but we tend to 
respond with frustration, despair and apathy. Many of us either 
do not care, so do nothing, or we care so much we are paralysed. 

Environmental educator and psychologist Per Espen Stoknes 
in his book, What we think about when we try not to think about global 
warming, describes climate change as profoundly “unsettling  —  
maybe even disarranging to our minds.” 

Some people respond by switching off. They look away. They 
think short term. They watch horrific events unfold on television 
screens but choose to ignore the overwhelming reality of our 
damaged climate.

Others embrace a Pollyanna kind of passive optimism. 
Miracles of technology will suck pollution from our air and soak 
up the sun’s extra heat! Nature will take care of itself! Be positive, 
don’t worry, be happy! 

Those with more heroism in their optimism chant “yes we 
can!” and “we will win!” They are comforted by human  ingenuity 
and creativity and believe we will ultimately find a way out of 
this mess. (I hope they are right.)

But is this kind of optimism just wishful thinking? Does it let 
us dismiss climate change as ‘solved’ so we can stay put in our 
armchairs? Environmental educator and activist scientist David Orr 
says, “optimistic people calm, reassure, and sometimes motivate 
us to accomplish a great deal more than we otherwise might. But 
sometimes optimism misleads, and on occasion badly so.”

We’ve been warned  —  for decades  —  by climate scientists, 
doctors, geologists, physicists, systems analysts, Nobel laureates, 
political scientists, emergency services and scores of others: the 
odds are against a utopian future. Scientifically, optimism isn’t 
credible. 

It’s a heavy burden to see the evidence of climate change and 
sound the alarm, for it then to fall on deaf ears. It takes a heavy 
toll on scientists as they measure ocean acidification, on activists 
who campaign tirelessly to shut coal mines and on people who 
watch their communities’ sprawling disregard. To look at the 
looming realities of climate change is to flirt with despair. 

But climate communication expert Susanne Moser argues we 
simply cannot give up. Standing by and doing nothing would be 
unacceptable and unethical. ->

To look at the 
looming realities 

of climate 
change is to flirt 

with despair.

HOPE IN THE TIME OF CLIMATE CHANGE
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Hope is an act of 
defiance. It gives 
us an imperative 

to act. Hope means 
actually doing 
something.

Mutawintji National Park NSW  
Photo: Krystal Seigerman/MAPGroup
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Ian’s latest book The 
Lucky Country? Reinventing 

Australia, published by 
Queensland University 
Press, is both a warning 
of the perilous path we 

are on and a call to move 
in a different direction.

The campaign reality
Having experienced the ups and downs of campaigning 
for the big changes we need, how do seasoned advocates 
keep going? We spoke to lifelong environmental advocate 
and ACF’s former president Ian Lowe for his advice.

Understand the journey

Don’t underestimate the speed of change 

Embrace technology
“We need stamina and faith to build a 
future we won’t live to see  —  rather like the 
builders of great cathedrals in Europe. The 
foundations have to be acceptance that the 
future is something we are creating, rather than 
somewhere we are going, and acceptance that 
the mindless pursuit of growth can only end in 
disaster. From those foundations, it is possible 
to imagine a structure that will take us to a 
future that would be genuinely sustainable.”

“I don’t underestimate the 
challenges because I have 
been wrestling with them for 
a very long time, but there are 
both more people engaged 
today than ever before and 
new technology is also 
giving us a better capacity to 
organise effective campaigns 
within communities.”

“What gives me hope is the constant reminder that human systems are non-
linear and can change very rapidly from one stable state to another. Witness, as 
examples, the recent changes in public attitudes to marriage equality, the speed of 
Tony Abbott’s transition from elected Prime Minister to an embarrassing liability 
to the Liberal Party, the rapid adoption of solar panels by ordinary Australians.”

Ibis feeding 
Photo: Margie 

McClelland/
MAPgroup
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Life is not as black and white as the extremes of dark pessimism 
and bright optimism might lead us to believe. Every day, we 
experience both good and bad news. Thriving tomato plants and 
explosions on TV and news of extreme weather fuelled by climate 
change and trains whooshing past and magpies. 

And while we can analyse data and make well-reasoned 
predictions, we do not have a glass ball to see into the future. 
What the world will look like in a decade or five decades is not 
certain  —  actually, there are multiple possibilities. Rather than 
giving up, we have the opportunity to ask ourselves, what kind 
of future do we want to build? 

Instead of responding with pessimism or optimism, Moser 
argues ‘grounded hope’ is a better approach. Hope is different to 
optimism because it calls for a level of honesty and self-awareness. 
It is rooted in reality. It “requires us to check our optimism at the 
door and enter the future without illusions.” 

The first step on a journey towards grounded hope is to get 
real. We must face the facts head on and acknowledge what 
 climate change means, then grieve for what we’ve already lost 
and grapple with what we will lose in the future. We must own 
our despair, not avert our eyes or let it numb us. Getting real is 
painful, but its weight is easier to bear when we share it with 
others. 

Luckily, the human capacity for hope, courage, determination 
and imagination is as renewable as the wind and sun.

As we acknowledge the realities of climate change, we can 
start to think about our deepest values and work out what we 
care about most of all. We can create a powerful vision of what 
we want the future to look like. 

Hope does not mean sitting by and watching the world from 
an armchair. Hope is an act of defiance. It gives us an imperative 
to act. Hope means actually doing something. 

Standing on the shores of today, we must build a bridge to 
the kind of future we want to create. This bridge will not come 
 simply by wishing for it. We can pick up tools and measuring 
tapes and unite people to help build it. We cannot wait until we 
have  finished the plans. We must build it as we go. 

We must also stand in our gardens and take deep breaths. 
We are not separate to the air we breathe  —  to our climate. We 
breathe it into our lungs. It becomes part of us. Every breath has 

the potential to remind us of our connection to 
the living world around us. 

Stoknes says for too long, “we forgot wind, 
the morphing clouds, the rooted ones, and the 
deep seas. We thought we were self-contained 
and could only understand the air from a 
place somehow outside of it; we thought we 
would have to draw all motivation from inside 
ourselves.”

The fundamental obstacle that stops us 
addressing climate change is not a lack of tech-
nology; it is not physical or even institutional. 
Maybe it’s how we see ourselves as separate 
to the world in which we live. But we are not 
separate from the air, clouds, soil, rivers and 
oceans. We are intimately connected. Lungs and 
leaves go together. It might sound like new-age 
jingoism, but we are all part of the restless, 
living air. 

And hopefully, our damaged climate will 
nudge us  —  jolt us  —  into remembering the won-
ders of being here, of breathing the air, watching 
the tomatoes grow and listening to magpies sing 
in the new day. 

Luckily, the human 
capacity for hope, courage, 
determination and 
imagination is as renewable 
as the wind and sun.

π Join our action community today: 
www.acf.org.au 

HOPE IN THE TIME OF CLIMATE CHANGE
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Our choice

In this election year, ACF is 
asking voters and our leaders 

to make a commitment.
Australians love this ancient island 
continent, its seas and forests, its unique critters 
and country. 

We want our children and grandchildren to 
be able to explore and play outside in our wild 
and magnificent landscapes. We want to live in 
a country where our plants and animals are 
protected, life thrives and people and nature 
support each another. We want to be represented 
by governments that have a vision and plan for 
nature. 

Sadly, too often, powerful vested interests have 
much more influence on our elected representa-
tives than the people who actually elected them!

A federal election provides an opportunity to 
re-set the national agenda, to ‘build a bridge to 

the future’ and to forge a new path. With hope, 
ingenuity and creativity, our representatives in 
Canberra can choose to protect our air, rivers, 
forests and wildlife, so together we can create a 
brighter future.

ACF  —  with the support of its community of 
more than a quarter of a million Australians  —  is 
asking all political parties and people who seek 
to represent us as Australia’s government, to 
make commitments that will ensurehe quality of 
our lives, the health of our communities and the 
future we hand on to subsequent generations. 

Making the right choices now will create a 
future where our water flows clean, we share 
in abundant energy from the sun and wind, we 
use clean energy to power our cities, business 
creates opportunities by working in harmony 
with nature, and people work in jobs with a 
future. 

In this federal election year ACF is pressing 
Australia’s political representatives to aim for 
this future.

Airey’s Inlet VIC  
Photo: Tobias Titz/MAPgroup
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ACF calls on governments, and people who seek 
to represent Australians, to commit to:

Ten actions to protect  
people, rivers, reefs, forests 
and wildlife

1. Cut pollution

Set strong climate pollution targets and do Australia’s 
fair share to limit global warming to less than 1.5°C 
hotter than pre-industrial temperatures.

2. Go 100% clean energy

Remove barriers and create incentives so Australian 
communities, cities and industries can be powered by 
100 per cent clean, renewable energy by 2050 or sooner. 

3. Shift away from polluting coal

Replace dirty, out-of-date coal-fired power stations 
with clean energy, don’t approve any new or bigger 
coal mines and phase out existing mines.

4.  Help communities and nature thrive

Create clean, smart cities and restore our natural 
landscapes to cut pollution and help communities and 
nature cope with worsening droughts, floods  
and bushfires.

5.   Be nuclear free

Reduce radioactive risks by stopping uranium mining 
and export, withdrawing from the global nuclear 
industry and responsibly managing Australia’s 
radioactive waste.

 6. Create strong laws to protect air,
water and wildlife

Develop a new generation of strong national laws 
and institutions to protect our rivers, reefs, forests and 
wildlife, improve biodiversity and regulate pollution.

 7. Re-connect habitats

Protect, restore and connect critical habitats, water 
catchments and forests to give communities, plants 
and animals the best chance to thrive and adapt to 
global warming.

 8. Help nature and culture thrive
in the north

Protect and manage the natural and cultural heritage 
of the Kimberley, Kakadu and Cape York Peninsula 
and invest so people can have jobs that are good for 
families, communities and nature.

 9. Keep the Murray flowing

Deliver the historic Murray-Darling Basin Plan for 
healthier rivers and wetlands, wildlife and communities 
and reinvigorate national water reform.  

  10. Value nature in government
decision making

Integrate the value of Australia’s rivers, oceans, forests 
and land into political decision making, policy advice 
and economic reporting. 

ACF calls on governments, and people who seek 
to represent Australians, to commit to:

Ten actions to protect  
people, rivers, reefs, forests 
and wildlife

1. Cut pollution

Set strong climate pollution targets and do Australia’s 
fair share to limit global warming to less than 1.5°C 
hotter than pre-industrial temperatures.

2. Go 100% clean energy

Remove barriers and create incentives so Australian 
communities, cities and industries can be powered by 
100 per cent clean, renewable energy by 2050 or sooner. 

3. Shift away from polluting coal

Replace dirty, out-of-date coal-fired power stations 
with clean energy, don’t approve any new or bigger 
coal mines and phase out existing mines.

4.  Help communities and nature thrive

Create clean, smart cities and restore our natural 
landscapes to cut pollution and help communities and 
nature cope with worsening droughts, floods  
and bushfires.

5.   Be nuclear free

Reduce radioactive risks by stopping uranium mining 
and export, withdrawing from the global nuclear 
industry and responsibly managing Australia’s 
radioactive waste.

 6. Create strong laws to protect air,
water and wildlife

Develop a new generation of strong national laws 
and institutions to protect our rivers, reefs, forests and 
wildlife, improve biodiversity and regulate pollution.

 7. Re-connect habitats

Protect, restore and connect critical habitats, water 
catchments and forests to give communities, plants 
and animals the best chance to thrive and adapt to 
global warming.

 8. Help nature and culture thrive
in the north

Protect and manage the natural and cultural heritage 
of the Kimberley, Kakadu and Cape York Peninsula 
and invest so people can have jobs that are good for 
families, communities and nature.

 9. Keep the Murray flowing

Deliver the historic Murray-Darling Basin Plan for 
healthier rivers and wetlands, wildlife and communities 
and reinvigorate national water reform.  

  10. Value nature in government
decision making

Integrate the value of Australia’s rivers, oceans, forests 
and land into political decision making, policy advice 
and economic reporting. 

ACF calls on governments, and people who seek 
to represent Australians, to commit to:

Ten actions to protect  
people, rivers, reefs, forests 
and wildlife

1. Cut pollution

Set strong climate pollution targets and do Australia’s 
fair share to limit global warming to less than 1.5°C 
hotter than pre-industrial temperatures.

2. Go 100% clean energy

Remove barriers and create incentives so Australian 
communities, cities and industries can be powered by 
100 per cent clean, renewable energy by 2050 or sooner. 

3. Shift away from polluting coal

Replace dirty, out-of-date coal-fired power stations 
with clean energy, don’t approve any new or bigger 
coal mines and phase out existing mines.

4.  Help communities and nature thrive

Create clean, smart cities and restore our natural 
landscapes to cut pollution and help communities and 
nature cope with worsening droughts, floods  
and bushfires.

5.   Be nuclear free

Reduce radioactive risks by stopping uranium mining 
and export, withdrawing from the global nuclear 
industry and responsibly managing Australia’s 
radioactive waste.

 6. Create strong laws to protect air,
water and wildlife

Develop a new generation of strong national laws 
and institutions to protect our rivers, reefs, forests and 
wildlife, improve biodiversity and regulate pollution.

 7. Re-connect habitats

Protect, restore and connect critical habitats, water 
catchments and forests to give communities, plants 
and animals the best chance to thrive and adapt to 
global warming.

 8. Help nature and culture thrive
in the north

Protect and manage the natural and cultural heritage 
of the Kimberley, Kakadu and Cape York Peninsula 
and invest so people can have jobs that are good for 
families, communities and nature.

 9. Keep the Murray flowing

Deliver the historic Murray-Darling Basin Plan for 
healthier rivers and wetlands, wildlife and communities 
and reinvigorate national water reform.  

  10. Value nature in government
decision making

Integrate the value of Australia’s rivers, oceans, forests 
and land into political decision making, policy advice 
and economic reporting. 

OUR CHOICE

π Read more about ACF's ten action to protect people, rivers, reefs, forests and wildlife: 
www.acf.org.au/national_agenda_2016 
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Jack Wongili Green with daughters Charmaine and Jackie  
at Peter Rawlinson Award presentation. Photo: Courtney Jackson
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If you ask most people in Darwin if they’ve 
heard of Borroloola, the common response 
is, “that’s out near the McArthur River Mine 
isn’t it … ?”. Situated almost 1000 kilometres 
south east of Darwin and around 50 kilometres 
upstream from the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
Borroloola serves as the major township for the 

harsh, vast, stunningly diverse 
country that has been home to 
the Mumbarliya, Wurdaliya, 
Rumburriya and Wuryarliya 
clans for thousands of years. 

The McArthur River is at 
the core of this country; it brings life and nour-
ishes the surrounding landscape. Its tributaries 
overflow and turn the entire region into an 
underwater paradise connected to the Gulf for 
half of the year during the ‘big wet’. The river 
also provides the last sanctuary for the incredi-
ble array of birdlife throughout the dry season, 

Confidence and courage 
from Borroloola

The inspiring story of how a united Indigenous community,  
lead by elder Jack ‘Wongili’ Green, stood up to protect their homelands.

By Karl Goodsell, 
ACF community 

organiser

when the red earth is scorched and much of the 
other wildlife has retreated. 

Just over twenty years ago, in 1995, this 
country changed. The Swiss-based company 
Glencore opened one of the world’s largest 
underground zinc mines 65 kilometres south 
west of Borroloola against the community’s 
wishes. It appeared to be a case of ‘out of sight, 
out of mind’. In 2006, Glencore gained approval 
to go above ground and create an open-cut mine 
that ploughed through the Rainbow Serpent 
Dreaming Site, which was of deep spiritual 
significance to local clan groups. “The Rainbow 
Serpent carved this land and the songlines and 
sacred sites here tell stories of the dreamtime,” 
says Jack ‘Wongili’ Green, a local elder and the 
leader of the outspoken campaign to close down 
the McArthur River Mine. “That hole hurt me 
and my people a lot, the mines poisoned our 
river, killed our fish and polluted our sacred 
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CONFIDENCE AND COURAGE FROM BORROLOOLA

country,” Jack said. “We’ve been here a long time 
and this land is important to us, it’s  important to 
all Australians.”

The mine has been the focus of national media 
scrutiny with ongoing environmental disasters, 
including the spontaneous  combustion of its 
waste facility, which sent a plume of toxic iron-
sulfide over the surrounding country in 2013. 
After that, Jack was inspired to unite his people 
to take matters into their own hands. 

Despite the David and Goliath-esque task of 
taking on the largest exporter of zinc-lead- silver 
concentrate in the world, not to mention the 
community’s lack of resources and remoteness, 
he travelled around Australia speaking at con-
ferences and talking to the media.

David Morris from Environmental Defenders 
Office, Northern Territory, was so impressed 
he nominated Jack for ACF’s Peter Rawlinson 
Award, saying “the unbelievable resolve of 
Jacky Green and the four united clan groups in 

this remote part of country is testament to all 
Australians that, despite sometimes seemingly 
overwhelming odds, it is our responsibility 
to stand together and act to protect this great 
country of ours.”

From an outstanding list of candidates Jack 
was chosen as the award recipient for his commit-
ment to country and his dedication, authenticity 
and resolve in the face of the immense challenges 
he and his family had to overcome. On receiving 
the award, Jack Green said: “It hit me in the heart 
and it made me feel really good and happy to 
get something back to recognise Australia, the 
importance of this land.” 

Jack’s story shows how an innate understand-
ing of injustice can push people to act and can 
place them in situations they never would have 
dreamed they’d be in. Hope isn’t just a word; 
it’s something that can be grasped to change 
situations. People around the country are 
taking hope and turning it into change. They 
are standing up against archaic methods of 
energy extraction and uniting to protect the 
rivers, oceans, forests and rich soils that keep 
our country alive. Hope is driving people like 
Jack ‘Wongili’ Green to become leaders in their 
community despite the odds. 

Each year ACF presents the Peter 
Rawlinson Conservation Award 
in recognition of an outstanding 
voluntary contribution to conser-
vation. If you know an amazing 
Australian who’s standing up 
for magnificent forests, pristine 
lakes, timeless deserts, or an 
important environmental cause, 
why not nominate them?

Nominations open from 5 June 
and the winner will be announced 
in November at ACF’s annual gen-
eral meeting.  

“It hit me in the heart and it made me feel really 
good and happy to get something back to recognise 
Australia, the importance of this land.”—  Jacky Green

The Peter Rawlinson Award

Nominator Sean 
Kerins, award 

 winner Jack 
Wongili Green and 

award founder 
Marnie Rawlinson 

Photo: James 
Thomas 
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π Find out more about Jack Green’s journey and his work, including incredible artwork 
that he is selling to support Indigenous community-led initiatives aimed at putting an 
end to Glencore’s McArthur River mining: www.acfonline.org.au/rawlinson 

Sandridge Outstation, Rumburriya 
Country NT Photo: Karl Goodsell
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Playing cricket 
and feeling calm

By Paul Sinclair, ACF campaigns director

Youlden Parkville Cricket Club VIC Photo: Meredith O’Shea

Some places anchor your life and stop it being 
blown away. When I was diagnosed with 
testicular cancer my life felt as though it was 
an old shed having sheets of iron blown off it.
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Each sheet of rusty corrugated iron ripped 
off by the wind was a truth about what my life 
was and could be. The wind wouldn’t ease off.

A place that helped me hold my ground 
against this damaging force was Ryder Oval, its 
trees and the people who love the place. Ryder 
Oval is in the northern part of Melbourne’s Royal 
Park. My club, Youlden Parkville Cricket Club, 
has, in one form or another, played near or on 
Ryder Oval since 1875. I’ve spent thousands of 
summer hours playing cricket, turning sausages, 
coaching parents and kids at Ryder Oval, and in 
return been replenished by the camaraderie of 
being part of a club. 

The western boundary of the oval is ringed by 12 mature 
eucalypts. Royal Park itself was a gift to Melbourne made by 
Governor La Trobe and proclaimed in 1854. Ryder’s eucalypts 
were planted much more recently but have already seen much 
more of life than I have. During a lull in chemotherapy treatment, 
with most of my life’s certainties having being blown away, I 
took myself down to Ryder Oval. I stood on the oval’s eastern 
perimeter looking across towards the eucalypts and felt calm 
and hopeful for the first time in weeks. Behind the eucalypts the 
land drops away into the valley of Moonee Ponds Creek. At dusk 
the setting sun silhouettes Ryder’s perimeter eucalypts making 
the heart of the city, only a few kilometres south, seem a long 
way away. At night the sky is as dark as it’s possible to be in the 
forever lit up city. If you lie on your back on Ryders’ turf wicket 
star gazing it’s possible to imagine you’re alone in Australia’s 
second biggest city. 

The silhouetted eucalypts, standing on the edge of an expanse 
of oval flatness, create a shape I’ve seen before in other loved 
places. I could be submerged in the Murray River, eyes level 
with a reach of slow-moving water watching eucalypts of the 
next bend approaching. Or I could be standing on the edge of 
red clay plain pock marked with toe and claw emu footprints 
in Western NSW looking towards a shimmering arc of hopbush 
and bloodwood trees. When the hot north wind blows across the 
plateau between Merri Creek and Moonee Ponds Creek upon 
which Ryder Oval has been built, it’s possible to feel those distant 
interior places on your skin. 

What’s most important about 
the games played in the 

shadows of the eucalypts is not 
runs scored and wickets taken, 

but the relationships forged 
between people along the way.

Paul Sinclair in 
Carlton VIC  

Photo: James 
Thomas
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PLAYING CRICKET AND FEELING CALM 

Cricket’s a great game, utterly dependent on teamwork but 
also reliant on a bowler or batsman taking centre stage and 
displaying the full glory of their personal strengths and failings. 
It tests people and reveals their inner selves. What’s most impor-
tant about the games played in the shadows of the eucalypts is 
not runs scored and wickets taken, but the relationships forged 
between people along the way. I’ve built connections with 
people I’d never have met unless we’d suspended earnest life 
and played together. Every Saturday I see people sticking their 
heads up out of their professional or cultural holes to have a look 
around at the rest of the universe. 

On a Saturday afternoon an aircraft re-fueller, a banking 
industry analyst, and former Sri Lankan asylum seeker play 
together with a common purpose. At Ryder, we watch kids who 
came to our club as five-year-olds grow into strapping teenagers 
who then make the oval their place. After playing in the juniors 
in the morning, some of those teenagers now take their place in 
adult teams and, in doing so, bridge the distance between their 
adolescent selves and their future adulthood life. So fathers 
get outplayed by teenage sons who, over the dinner table, talk 
about their individual performances as a shared endeavour and 
become better friends because of it. 

On a hot day it’s at least 5 degrees cooler at Ryder Oval than 
the heat-soaked concrete and bitumen in the suburbs surrounding 
Royal Park. At the end of those days mums talk and sprawl on the 
grass watching the sun disappear behind the eucalypts as daugh-
ters demonstrate death-defying moves on the boundary fence. 

These moments give meaning to my life. 
They establish networks of care and connection. 
They occur within a game played in a beautiful 
place that’s enduring. In the end these moments 
are what life is. 

Back in the 1960s, C L R James, a West Indian 
cricket writer writing about his home club in 
Trinidad observed that if a calamity were to 
eradicate cricket from the face of the earth all 
that was good about the game and its traditions 
would rise up from his little club with sufficient 
energy to reconquer the world. 

My club is another of those places. 
When the boosters of East West Link wanted 

to dig up Royal Park bushland and cricket 
ovals claiming the road would connect people, 
we responded: the bushland and cricket ovals 

These moments give meaning 
to my life … they occur within 
a game played in a beautiful 
place that’s enduring.

Merri Creek VIC  
Photo: Helga Leunig/
MAPgroup
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already connect people and enrich our com-
munity. Digging them up breaks connections 
and would makes our community fatter, hotter 
and sicker. 

Ryder Oval is a space within which people 
create better lives. It’s one of hundreds of such 
places in Melbourne where people come together 
unified by not much, and create trust, generosity 
and co-operation. 

Australians often seem to forget we’re one of the most urban-
ised populations on a planet where more the half the global 
population live in cities. Within those cities people find natural 
places to build their hearts and communities. These places 
aren’t luxuries. A hopeful life needs them. So, as I was being 
stripped of mental and physical health by drugs designed to 
cure me, it was natural to go to Ryder Oval to be healed by its 
trees and their people.

This piece first appeared in The Sunday Age in December 2015.

Donate now to help create the next 
generation of environment laws: 
www.acfonline.org.au/enviro-laws-donate

 The Places You Love Alliance, which includes ACF, 
is Australia’s biggest collaboration of environment groups 
representing 1.5 million Australians. Powered by the alliance, a 
group of environmental law experts is reimagining the way we 
protect our air, water, wildlife and the places we love. 

To make sure the community has a say in creating the next 
generation of environment laws, we’re rolling out workshops 
across the country and gathering feedback with an online dia-
logue. We are reconnecting people with the places they love and 

Merri Creek Trail 
VIC  

Photo: Helga 
Leunig/MAPgroup 

growing an active and passionate community 
for nature because when people get connect-
ed, active, visible and organised, community 
power grows.
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Not only were world leaders inspired to act on 
global warming last year, so were Australians, says 
ACF climate change campaigner Suzanne Harter. 

From Paris to 
a brighter future
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Late last year the international community 
came together in Paris to forge a universal 
agreement on global warming.  

There are many ways to characterise the 
Paris climate conference. One common and 
empowering emerging theme is hope. 

Hope may seem counterintuitive after 
experiencing the hottest year ever recorded  —  
by a massive margin  —  and that according to 
NASA, 15 of the 16 hottest years on record have 
occurred since 2001. 

So despite the obvious impacts hurting our 
planet, where can we find hope? 

Let’s start with the lead up to the Paris  climate 
conference when nearly a million people made 

a global call for action by joining the People’s Climate Marches 
across the world.

In Australia more than 140,000 people took to the streets to 
show they care passionately about climate change. Melbourne’s 
rally alone, led by ACF, brought out 60,000 people, the first and 
biggest in the global series. 

People from all walks of life joined forces including the 
Indigenous community, the health sector, faith groups, unions, 
emergency services workers and youth. They all had one thing in 
common: the desire for a bright future; a future not handcuffed 
to big polluters or threatened by global warming. 

These people are creating a stronger, broader, more diverse and 
committed movement  —  a movement that is continuing to grow. 

Nations rich and poor, large and small, at vastly different 
stages of development and with different relationships to dirty 
energy—were able to find common ground in Paris. That an 
agreement was reached at all is a sign of the momentum building 
and a further beacon of hope.

There is more to be done, but negotiators and political lead-
ers found a way to reach agreement on even the toughest issues 
because the global community demanded it. The strength of civil 
society’s voice gave power to the climate talks. 

The Paris agreement provides a framework and timeline to 
drive further action and increased ambition. One hundred and 
eighty-seven countries committed to pollution reduction targets 
in the lead up to Paris and these targets cover more than 95 per 
cent of global carbon pollution. The cumulative targets are not 
enough  —  and certainly Australia’s commitment was among 

The strength of 
civil society’s voice 
gave power to the 

climate talks.
Photos, previous 

and this page 
from People’s 
Climate March 

Melbourne 
November 

2015 Photos: 
James Thomas 
and Stephanie 

Bradford.
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the weakest for developed nations. But five-yearly reviews built 
into the agreement provide a process and clear expectation for 
strengthening these commitments at regular intervals. 

The Paris agreement confirmed that there are limits to what 
life on earth can handle. Two degrees Celsius has for years been 
the acknowledged upper limit to prevent dangerous warming, 
but a revised threshold has emerged. 

Thanks to our Pacific island neighbours, including Anote 
Tong, former President of Kiribati, leaders heard firsthand what 
the difference between two degrees and 1.5 degrees would be 
for low-lying Pacific islands. For some it means the difference 
between survival and submersion. 

Leading up to Paris, it seemed virtually inconceivable that 
world leaders would consider this threshold. In the end the 

agreement acknowledged that countries 
will “pursue efforts to limit the temperature 
increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-in-
dustrial levels”. It also acknowledged the need 
to get to net zero carbon pollution before the 
end of the century. These are important steps 
in the right direction.

While negotiations were underway, people 
everywhere were calling out big polluters for their 
role in driving global warming. A call for a mor-
atorium on new or expanded coal mines gained 
global support. 

The world turned its attention to solutions, 
with clean energy at the top of the list. We are 
seeing a massive shift toward clean power, 
including by developing nations, local govern-
ment leaders and businesses. 

Just a few highlights tell the story of a world 
that is moving rapidly away from a dirty energy 
past and embracing an energy transformation:
 > More than 120 countries launched an inter-

national solar alliance. India, as one of the 
alliance hosts, committed to add 25 times 
their current solar capacity by 2022. 

 > Thirty of the world’s poorest countries, 
known as the ‘Climate Vulnerables Forum’, 
launched a strong call for the world to move 
to 100 per cent renewable energy by 2050, 

FROM PARIS TO A BRIGHTER FUTURE

… It’s clear that 
Australians are more 

than ready to shift 
to a clean future 

starting today.
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phase out of fossil fuels by mid-century 
and for climate pollution to peak as soon as 
possible. 

 > The ‘Africa Energy Initiative’ aims to double 
the total existing energy capacity of Africa 
using renewable energy by 2030. 

 > Bill Gates announced the ‘Breakthrough 
Energy Coalition’, the biggest clean energy 
investment fund in history. It will accelerate 
clean energy innovation and make it more 
affordable.

 > One thousand mayors and local leaders 
from cities like Paris, Sydney, and Vancouver 
announced they would transition to 100 per 
cent renewable energy. 

 > An unprecedented mobilisation of 25 world-
wide business networks  —  representing 
over 6.5 million companies from more than 
130 countries  —  pledged to lead the global 
transition to a low-carbon, climate resilient 
economy. 

These many initiatives are driving new invest-
ment in clean energy and energy efficient tech-
nologies. Another case for hope is that we can 
power the world with 100 per cent clean energy 
and we are rapidly building momentum to get 
us there. 

Here in Australia we’ve wasted time due 
to bad policy and misguided politicians. But 
it’s clear that Australians are more than ready 
to shift to a clean future starting today. Why 
should they wait for leaders who are trailing 

behind? Every day wasted, pours more pollution into our skies to 
darken our bright future. 

An energy transformation is needed that includes harnessing 
much more of the clean energy resources that we have in abun-
dance  —  like solar and wind  —  and taking dirty energy sources 
(like coal) out of the system. 

It means being smarter about the way we store, deliver and 
use energy and empowering businesses, households and com-
munities to take up clean and efficient energy. We would power 
our grid with renewable energy and electrify our transport and 
industry to use clean power. We would protect our land, water, 
wildlife and habitats from the destruction caused by digging up 
unnecessary dirty energy sources.

The first task is to phase out dirty coal-fired power stations 
and develop policies to manage the process. Government has a 
responsibility to support people working in these industries to 
transition to different jobs. We need to map out a future with real 
opportunities that are good for people, their health, their com-
munities and the world we live in.

Sites left behind after facilities or mines have closed need to 
be properly rehabilitated. That means making these places as 
clean, safe and restored as they can be before returning them to 
the community, acknowledging that their once pristine state is 
impossible to replicate.

Australia must transform our energy sector to support our 
international commitments on global warming and to have the 
bright future we want. 

Australians are smart, creative and capable of change. We 
know the solutions. We have the technology and renewable 
resources. People across Australia and around the world are 
already moving out of the dirty energy past and into the clean 
energy future. 

π Dump the big polluters and switch to an energy retailer than champions clean 
energy: www.acf.org.au/big-polluters

Photos this page  
People’s Climate 
March November 

2015 Photos: James 
Thomas, Stephanie 

Bradford. 
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π Join ACF’s nuclear-free 
campaign and out 
action community here: 
www.acf.org.au

Looking back to look forward
The pressure to achieve a nuclear-free future is more crucial 
than ever, as we commemorate thirty years since tragedy 
struck Chernobyl in April 1986 and history was repeated 
at Fukushima five years ago in March 2011.

By Dave Sweeney, ACF nuclear-free campaigner

If checking the rear-view mirror when driving is second nature, 
it makes sense to apply the same approach when driving social 
change. Reflecting on the past can help us do better in the future, 
while acknowledging past failures is key to not repeating them. 

It is now thirty years since the world learnt the name Chernobyl 
and five years since this history was tragically  repeated at 
Fukushima. Both provide compelling reasons to revisit how we 
make electricity and both have particular relevance for Australia 
as a nation that mines and exports uranium. 

Did you know nuclear rain from Chernobyl fell as far away as 
Wales? The disaster showed radioactive  fallout doesn’t respect 
national borders or require a passport to travel. Fukushima’s 
fallout started in the back of a large  yellow truck at an Australian 
mine. In October 2011, it was confirmed that  uranium mined 
in Kakadu and northern South Australia was at the Fukushima 
Daiichi site and in each of the reactors. 

Having directly fuelled the continuing Fukushima crisis, 
there is no place for nuclear business as usual for Australia’s 
underperforming uranium sector. Uranium mining is a high 
risk and low return sector that poses unique, unresolved and 
long-lived threats and remains contested and constrained in the 
shadow of Fukushima. 

The uranium price is depressed and so are the companies 
that trade this metal of menace with major falls in share val-
ue, decreased production and increasing annual losses. Global 

clean energy sources supply twice as much 
electricity as nuclear power and continue to 
gain far greater market share, profitability and 
popularity. 

Imagine a world where remote communities 
can be confident their land will not be used as 
a dumping ground for radioactive waste when 
more responsible, safer options exist. Where 
people can work in jobs that don’t trade off 
their health. We are collectively building a saf-
er, cleaner energy future that is renewable, not 
radioactive.

Global clean energy sources 
are supplying twice as much 
electricity as nuclear power.
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CAMPAIGN UPDATES

π Holding 73 community events including 
stalls and community forums in 
Melbourne and Brisbane;

π ACF community leaders speaking to 
more than 2300 people face to face about 
taking action on climate change;

π Volunteers getting together 69 times, 
phoning supporters and community 
members encouraging them to come 
along to the climate rallies; and

π 509 people committing to volunteer efforts, 
helping to get people to attend the climate 
rallies in Melbourne and Brisbane.

π Join our community of volunteers as we 
organise this election year: www.acf.org.au

Highlights from the organising team:

Hattah-Kulkyne National Park, VIC  
Photo: Krystal Seigerman/MAPgroup 
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Highlights from the Northern Australia program team:
π Sending more than 3,800 submissions from 

ACF supporters to the Treasurer seeking 
a doubling of funding for Indigenous 
Ranger programs over the next four years. 
This reinforces a Country Needs People 
statement signed by 18 Indigenous leaders;

π Supporting a shift in focus of the $5 billion 
Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility 
from large scale resource projects 
to smaller scale local infrastructure, 

supporting an environmentally sustainable 
economy in the north, including in nature 
and culture-based tourism; and

π Scheduling a series of tours to Olkola country 
with Intrepid Travel in 2016, along with 
special ACF supporter trips. This comes 
after the successful ACF pilot tour last year. 
Depending on availability, you can book a 
place on one of these tours too  —  go to:
www.acf.exposure.co/journey-into-olkola-country

Cape York QLD Photo: Helga Leunig/MAPgroup
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Highlights from the climate change program team:
π 140,000 people taking to the streets 

across Australia calling for strong action 
from our government in Paris;

π Reaching an international agreement on 
climate change that challenges countries to 
limit global warming to less than 1.5 degrees;

π The ALP announcing a target of zero net 
emissions by 2050, and consulting about a target 
to cut pollution by 45 per cent by 2030  —  much 
more is needed, but this is a strong start; and

π We named the top 10 biggest climate polluters 
in a report that garnered media across the 
country  —  showing almost all companies in 
the top 10 polluters actually INCREASED their 
pollution last year. The government’s policies 
simply aren’t up to the task. You can read our 
expose at www.acf.org.au/big-polluters

 

Murray River VIC Photo: Julie Bowyer/MAPgroup
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Recent highlights from the healthy ecosystems team:
π Welcoming the announcement of a new 

Forest Industry Taskforce to negotiate a 
better future for Victoria’s forests and the 
Leadbeater’s Possum  —  ACF is on the taskforce;

π Hearing date set for ACF’s Federal Court 
case against the giant Carmichael coal 
mine. Mark the 3rd and 4th of May in your 
diary! More about this in following pages;

π Four ACF supporters taking a petition to 
Canberra in March signed by over 100,000 

Australians calling on the Senate to reject 
the government’s attempt to weaken 
Australia’s environment laws: and

π ACF joining an unusual alliance of farmers, 
fishers and scientists in January calling on the 
Australian Government to back a new biological 
control for the pest fish species Carp. 

CAMPAIGN UPDATES

Newlyn VIC Photo: Nigel Clements/MAPgroup

31



Your living legacy
An exceptional gift

You can leave a gift of a healthy planet 
and a healthy future in your will.

Your legacy will be a world where 
majestic ancient forests stand tall. 
Where a healthy climate supports 
all living things. 

An Australia full of wild places, 
clear flowing rivers and abundant 
wildlife. Where  people live in 
harmony with the environment 
and face a better future, together.

With your enduring 
commitment and support 
ACF can achieve this vision.

Your living legacy — an 
exceptional gift indeed.

To leave a living legacy through your will please contact Susie Prain today at ACF 1800 223 669 or bequests@acf.org.au

ethicalinvestments.com.au  03 9853 0995

Ethical Investment Services Pty Ltd
ABN 38 004 531 800     AFS Licence 222 690

providing investment 
portfolios and financial advice 
for over 25 years

Michelle Brisbane 
Senior Adviser

Anne-Marie Spagnolo
Senior Adviser

Mike Josephson
Financial Adviser

Councillor
I believe the work and passion of 

ACF staff and supporters is key when 
creating the kind of world we want to 

leave for future generations, one where 
we co-exist with nature in harmony.
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ACF councillor Erika Avellaneda Celis spent 
her childhood as a ‘nature kid’. She grew up in 
Alaska where a deep connection to nature was 
instilled by her parents at a young age. Days of 
wonderment were filled with the smell of crisp, 
clean air, deep green landscapes and  neighbours 
that included moose, bears and salmon. 

“My parents were first generation immi-
grants far from their homeland of Colombia so 
being in nature became our new home right on 
our doorstep,” Erika says. 

“I spent my childhood knee deep in rivers, 
tucked deep in the woods on adventure. I knew 
from an early age that I wanted to become a 
zoologist, studying animals and finding ways 
to protect their ecosystems,” Erika explains. 

Google directed Erika to the University of 
Tasmania when she was 17, and by 19 she was in 
Hobart studying zoology and falling in love with 
Australian wildlife and our way of life.

“In 2008 on a visit to Alaska I had the privi-
lege of volunteering on the Obama Presidential 

campaign. It was through this experience that 
I realised the power of community organising 
for change. I now work where technology and 
community meet to solve real world problems. 
I protect animals and the environment by bring-
ing together everyday people to take action,” 
she says. 

Currently, Erika is helping Landcare Tasmania 
with their communications and engagement. 
She also manages Tasmania’s first online farm-
ers’ market connecting local food to local peo-
ple through a small not-for-profit called Sprout 
Tasmania. 

Erika has been an ACF councillor for two 
years and was also recently elected to the ACF 
Board. “I have been deeply honoured to serve as 
an ACF councillor and look forward to  serving 
now as a board member. I believe the work and 
passion of ACF staff and supporters is key when 
creating the kind of world we want to leave for 
future generations, one where we co-exist with 
nature in harmony.”

Sara McMillan, ACF brand and engagement facilitator. 

π Meet the rest of our council: www.acfonline.org.au/council 

ACF Councillor Erika Avellaneda Celis 
Photo: James Thomas

 profile

33



Reject the mine, 

If Adani’s giant Carmichael coal mine goes head, the pollution 
could kill our Reef In this federal election year, let’s flood the 
offices of MPs and election candidates with origami fish to 
say: cut pollution, support clean energy & protect the Reef!

protect the reef

In this federal election year, we’re making a 
big splash to show Members of Parliament and 
election candidates we want representatives 
who will protect our Reef. 

Help us flood the offices of MPs and election 
candidates with origami fish to say: support 
clean energy, cut pollution and protect the Reef! 

If MPs and candidates in your community 
hear thousands of local voices now, they’ll real-
ise that to win your support they must stand 
strong for nature and protect the Reef.

Take the origami pledge and commit to use 
your vote to support clean energy, cutting pol-
lution and protecting our reefs, rivers, forests, 
and wildlife.

Make your vote count so the Reef and all the 
places we love can thrive!

Get people talking
Taking action is all the more impactful when we 
do it together. Get some friends, family or peo-
ple in your community together for an origami 
making session. While you create, chat about 
stopping the Carmichael coal mine and the 
issues that matter to you this federal election.

Share the love
Share photos of your origami fish and you 
having fun making it on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook with #reefnotcoal

 Australian Conservation Foundation

 @AusConservation

Are you an origami expert?
Don’t hold back. Go nuts and make whatever 
reef creatures you can come up with. Angelfish, 
turtles, seahorses, whales, whatever takes your 
fancy!

Great Barrier Reef, QLD 
Photo: Gary Bell/Oceanwide Images
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Get your tackle together. You’ll need a square 
of origami paper 15cm x 15cm. You can buy or 
make your own (make sure it’s recycled!). Use 
scrap paper, old newspapers, or magazines and 
cut it to size.

Follow the instructions on this page to make 
your origami fish. Or watch the YouTube video 
online here: www.acf.org.au/folding

Return your fish to ACF so our volunteers can 
hand them over to your MP. If you received an 
origami kit in the mail, use the reply paid enve-
lope. If not you can drop off or post your fish to 
any of the following locations:

ACF Melbourne (origami), Level 1,  
60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053

ACF Sydney (origami), Suite 205,  
39 Liverpool Street, Sydney NSW 2000

ACF Brisbane (origami), 9/10 Thomas St,  
West End, QLD, 4101

On the white side (or the side that will be hid-
den when folded) of your origami paper, write 
your pledge: ‘I pledge to use my vote to sup-
port clean energy, cut pollution, and protect our 
reefs, rivers, forests and wildlife.’

When you’re finished, write your name and 
postcode on the outside of your fish. This will 
give it more impact when we hand it over to 
your MP. And it will help us know which MP 
to send it to!

Once we’ve collected thousands of fish from 
all over the country, we’ll use them in a big, 
creative action to show overwhelming support 
for the Reef. And we’ll hand over origami fish 
pledges to MPs and candidates in your elector-
ate. Stay tuned  —  we’ll let you know when and 
where that’s happening so you can be involved. 

step 1

3

5

2

4

Get involved 

6

Prep your materials

Make your origami fish

Send your fish to ACF

Take the pledge

Scale up the impact

Stay tuned for what’s next!

1

4

7

2

5

8

3

6

9

Put your origami square white 
side up, write your pledge on it, 
then fold in half

Fold in half to 
make a crease and 
fold back again

Fold lower edge 
up to crease

Tuck top tail 
end under 
back tail end

Flip over and fold the 
fish’s nose in and under 
the top point. Then write 
your name and postcode 
on the outside

Fold bottom edge 
up 1.2 cm

Fold edge 
up to crease

Flip over

Fold bottom edge 
up again
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Island Home: a landscape 
memoir, Tim Winton

Island Home: a landscape 
memoir, is a collection of 
essays with such evocative 
imagery that it stays in 
your head long after you’ve 
turned over the last page. 
Tim Winton realises his deep 
connection to Australia when 
reflecting on his upbringing 
and experiences overseas. 
The chapters are filled with 
compelling messages of how 
the uniqueness of Australia 
shapes us more than we 
realise. Winton’s hope is that 
Australians recognise what 
a unique place we have on 
the planet as the world’s 
largest island and as a place 
we can engage with undevel-
oped wilderness. He is also 
encouraged by a new shift in 
thinking taking place from 
seeing the land as ‘territory’ 
to ‘country’. So powerful 
is the last chapter it left me 
emotionally charged with 
skin tingling goose bumps. 

A must read!

Published by  
Penguin Books Australia

ON TRACK: Searching 
Out the Bundian 
Way, John Blay

Not just any bushwalk, 
the  Bundian Way is a 
songline from Mount 
Kosciuszko in the Snowy 
Mountains to the NSW coast 
near Eden  —  an ancient 
Aboriginal walking route 
thought to be thousands 
of years old. John Blay, the 
author, with the help of others 
spent years rediscovering the 
route along which Indigenous 
Australians attended Bogong 
moth ceremonies in the high 
country and whale gatherings 
at Twofold Bay. This 365 km 
walking pilgrimage encap-
sulates a shared history of 
Indigenous Australians and 
the early settlers. Heritage 
listed in 2013, the track will 
open to the public in a few 
years, section by section. 
The Bundian Way is not only 
a walking path that passes 
through some of Australia’s 
most unique landscapes but 
also represents a hopeful 
symbolic pathway for 
Aboriginal cultural renewal 
that everyone is invited to 
share.

Published by  
NewSouth Publishing

Big Blue Sky: A memoir, 
Peter Garrett

This is not your average poli-
tician’s memoir. But then Peter 
Garrett’s journey to politics is 
unique. Garrett writes beauti-
fully about being a kid explor-
ing the bush on Sydney’s 
suburban fringe, about 
awakening to Indigenous 
issues on a trip to Papua New 
Guinea as a 15-year-old, and 
about the tragic death of his 
mother in a house fire. But 
the book’s most vivid writ-
ing comes with the rise of 
Midnight Oil: the sweaty gigs 
in packed pubs up and down 
the east coast, the creative and 
commercial explosion of the 
10-1 album, the ground-break-
ing Blackfella/Whitefella tour 
through central Australia and 
the Top End with the Warumpi 
Band. There are many great 
stories from his two terms 
as ACF President and his 
wrestle with the status quo as 
a Cabinet minister in the Rudd 
and Gillard governments. 
Garrett is at once proud of his 
achievements and convinced 
that Australia can be a much 
fairer, better country than it is 
today. —-Josh Meadows. 

Published by  
Allen & Unwin
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INTERACTIVE AND ONLINE

David Attenborough’s 
Great Barrier Reef

You’ve never seen the reef 
this way! Open your eyes 
and ears as this  interactive 
website delights the 
 senses  —  listen to the reef, 
check out Mantis Vision 
and see the world like a 
Mantis Shrimp, and watch 
a young turtle’s first trip out 
to sea. Find out what things 
are damaging the reef and 
what we can do to help it 
thrive. In the comfort of true 
Attenborough style this expe-
dition  —  exploring five key 
locations across the reef  —  is 
something everyone should 
see. 

The website accompanies 
a  landmark three-part docu-
mentary series on the Great 
Barrier Reef, to be released 
in Australia later in 2016.

www.attenboroughsreef.com

Getting Started with Sustainability in Schools

The Australian Education Sustainability Alliance (AESA) of which ACF is a part 
has created a tool to empower everyone from the classroom to the entire com-
munity to help Australia become more sustainable. It is a portal to direct you to 
high quality resources and case studies on how to create change in an accessi-
ble, direct way. Whilst it is aimed at schools and parents with direct links to the 
new national curriculum it can be used by all. Whether you want to talk about 
biodiversity, global warming, energy, food and water this website has it all. You 
can learn about, interact and understand your local environment, examine how 
we fit into the bigger picture and consider the interconnectedness of life. The 
‘Getting Started’ website has a host of innovative, replicable case studies, ready 
for teachers and parents to use and adapt to suit their teaching needs. The site 
will continue to expand under the guidance of the Australian Association of 
Environmental Education.  

www.sustainabilityinschools.edu.au

Photo: At Castle Cove Public School in Sydney students designed and built a solar oven to learn about how to find 
energy smart ways to create electricity.
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A personal (eco) challenge
In 2015 Jonathan La Nauze,  

ACF’s healthy ecosystems campaign manager, set out 
to keep Nature Deficit Disorder at bay.

It took me 15 years to get over my scorn 
for the skerricks of bush amid Melbourne’s 
sprawl of roads, roofs and fenced-in lawns. In 
fact, contempt was just the surface expression 
of a daily and desperate longing for the hills 
and floodplains of my country upbringing. For 
the calm exhilaration of an unreachable horizon 
smudged by summer heat or made sharp by 
winter’s frozen air. The grief will always be 
with me but it has shifted from a debilitating 
longing to a motivating one. And Melbourne’s 
little patches of nature now evoke quiet joy 
rather than scorn.

In part this change came as a result of the slow, 
inexplicable process of growing up. But one 
conscious decision shifted things dramatically 
and unexpectedly. Not being the New Year’s 
resolution kind, I made a simple one in 2015: for 

every month on the calendar I would spend at 
least one weekend hiking. An avid bushwalker 
when younger, my sense of busyness had taken 
over and I was lucky to fit in one or two walks 
a year. Despite frequent weekends spent resent-
ing my city life I still found escape impossible 
unless planned months in advance.

It’s not as though the restorative power 
of walking was unknown to me. In my 
mid-twenties I spent a northern hemisphere 
winter trapped in an addled brain shaken up 
by a high speed biking accident. Concussion 
transitioned into a post-trauma anxiety in 
which the smallest dilemma would confound 
and  distress. One afternoon I was paralysed 
by indecision over whether to put on clean 
socks. The only time my frantic mind would 
slow was when I walked, and so I walked a 

Mount Bogong, 
Victoria (highest 
peak in Victoria, 
part of the Great 
Dividing Range). 
Photo: Ailsa Wild
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lot. Along the muddy riverside paths of Exeter, 
through the purple-brown heather and eerily 
leafless woods of Dartmoor. Decompression 
would begin with the first step and continue 
as long as I walked, as if the broken thought 
fragments racing around my skull were evap-
orating into the open space.

So 2015 began with two nights out on the 
Cobbler Range in Victoria’s high country, part of 
the Great Dividing Range. It was so spectacular 
I returned in February with a gaggle of friends 
and family. I walked in the Otways, Wilson’s 
Promontory and Tassie’s World Heritage-listed 
dolerite peaks. But most of all I kept coming 
back to the Great Dividing Range. At its very 
tail I clambered up the sandstone of Gariwerd’s 
Mitchell Plateau. I stretched the term ‘hiking’ to 
include walking done on skis and spent several 
nights camped on moon-glowing snow. And 
I ended the year on my childhood favourite, 
Victoria’s highest, Mt Bogong. 

In October I nearly caved. The year had reached 
its inevitable breakneck pace. The thought of plan-
ning a route, arranging a car (we don’t own one) 
and then squeezing the pack-drive-walk-drive-
unpack sequence into a weekend  bookended 
by 60 hour weeks was overwhelming, not least 

because of my disdain for all the destinations 
within easy reach of Melbourne. And that is what 
forced the breakthrough. I might love the remote 
and the spectacular, but, I realised, I could still 
appreciate the modest bush on my doorstep. And 
so in the middle of the most hectic month of my 
year, I spent a restorative evening by the humble 
Lerderderg River watching a pair of nesting 
cockatoos play house and catching up with my 
sister (who conveniently owns a car).

It’s now February and without even planning 
to, I’m hitting the monthly target. Tomorrow 
my friend’s four-year old daughter will come 
with us to Mt Baw Baw on her first overnight 
hike. We will visit a site of national botanical 
significance and camp beside a pristine alpine 
tarn. But as I walk home from work tonight I 
might detour via Royal Park, just for the pleas-
ure of walking beneath gum trees in the city.

I stretched the term ‘hiking’ to include 
walking done on skis and spent several 
nights camped on moon-glowing snow.

π We’d love to hear where you connect with nature, especially if you live along the Great 
Dividing Range  —  email us habitat@acf.org.au 

Mount Oakleigh, 
Cradle Mountain-
Lake St Clair 
National Park TAS 
Photo: Jonathan 
La Nauze
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