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ACF Board and Governance
Australian Conservation Foundation Board Members

Ian Lowe 
President
QLD 
Professor Ian Lowe AO has degrees in 

engineering and physics. He is currently 

emeritus professor of science, technology 

and society at Griffi th University in 

Brisbane, an adjunct professor at Sunshine 

Coast University and Flinders University. 

The author of 20 books and more than 

500 other publications, Professor Lowe’s 

contributions to environmental science 

have won him a Centenary Medal, the 

Eureka Prize for promotion of science, 

the Prime Minister’s Environment Award 

for Outstanding Individual Achievement, 

the Queensland Premier’s Millennium 

Award for Excellence in Science, and the 

University of NSW Alumni Award for 

achievement in science. Professor Lowe 

was named Humanist of the Year in 

1988 and made an Offi cer of the Order 

of Australia in 2001. Professor Lowe 

was elected ACF President in 2004.

Rosemary Hill
Vice President
QLD 
Dr Rosemary Hill is an environmental 

scientist and planner who has been active 

in the conservation movement for 25 

years. She has extensive experience in 

environmental science and management, 

and in collaborative research and 

training in protected area and heritage 

conservation, with a strong focus on 

Indigenous peoples’ approaches to 

environmental management. She is a 

member of the World Commission on 

Protected Areas, IUCN Commission on 

Economic, Environmental and Social 

Policy, and the Wet Tropics Scientifi c 

Advisory Commission. Dr Hill’s role 

in achieving World Heritage listing 

for the Wet Tropics was recognised 

by a Cassowary Award in 2001.

Continued on page 3

ACF is an incorporated association 

and was fi rst registered in 1966 under 

what is now known as the Associations 

Incorporation Act 1991 (ACT).

Under the governance structure 

established by a vote of Members in 

2006, the Board is a skills-based Board 

and is the organisation’s governing 

body. The Board consists of President, 

two Vice-Presidents, four Councillors 

(appointed by Council) and four co-

opted members (11 members in total).

The Board is committed to ensuring 

the highest standards of good 

governance.  Under the ACF structure, 

the elected members of Council set 

the long term strategic direction 

of the organisation.  The Board is 

responsible for appointment of the 

CEO and oversight of management. 

It monitors the implementation of the 

strategic plan, fi nancial and operational 

performance, risk management, and 

compliance.

The Board has developed a number 

of governance reference documents 

and conducts its affairs according to 

their provisions.  It reviews its own 

performance and has established the 

following sub-committees: the Audit 

Committee, the Governance Committee, 

and the Remuneration Committee.
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Peter Christoff 
Vice President
VIC 
Dr Peter Alexander Christoff is 

coordinator of environmental studies 

in the faculty of Land and Environment 

at the University of Melbourne. He has 

been a member of ACF since 1983 and has 

served on ACF Council and its Executive 

since 2000. He was ACF Vice President 

between 2002 and 2009. In 1986, as 

assistant to the Victorian Commissioner 

for the Environment, he established 

Victoria’s State of the Environment (SoE) 

reporting program, and in the early 1990s 

contributed to the establishment of the 

national SoE program. He has campaigned 

on forest preservation, hazardous waste 

management and climate change. Peter 

has been active in Environment Victoria, 

the Victorian National Parks Association, 

and is a former board member of 

Greenpeace (Australia Pacifi c). Peter 

is currently a member of the Victorian 

Ministerial Reference Council on Climate 

Change Adaptation, and formerly a 

member of the Victorian Premier’s 

Climate Change Advisory Council.

Gavin Wigginton
Honorary Secretary 
VIC
Gavin Wigginton has worked as a 

volunteer advising ACF on governance 

systems since 2001. ACF Honorary 

Secretary from 2004 until 2009, he was 

appointed to the Board in November 

2007. Gavin is also a member of the 

Governance Committee. Gavin is 

currently a management consultant, 

specialising in governance and risk 

management. Previously, he was a general 

manager in both the private and not-

for-profi t sectors with responsibility at 

various times for corporate planning, 

fi nance, and HR. Gavin is a Member of 

the AICD, the RACV Club, the Wilderness 

Society, and the Essendon Football Club.

Todd Davies
Treasurer 
NSW
Todd Davies is ACF Honorary Treasurer 

and chair of the Finance and Audit 

Committee.  He is charged with specifi c 

focus on the fi nance, audit and risk 

matters of the organisation.  Todd has 

a long history in driving developments 

in audit and risk practices in Australia 

and abroad.  He is a member of public 

sector audit and risk committees, 

chairman of an environmental and 

carbon advisory group and runs a 

private consulting practice.  Todd is 

a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered 

Accountants and the Institute of Internal 

Auditors in Australia as well as being a 

qualifi ed member of both organisations.

Grant Blashki
Board member 
VIC 
Dr Grant Blashki is Associate Professor 

at the Nossal Institute for Global Health, 

and Head of the Health and Equity 

Theme at the Melbourne Sustainable 

Society Institute, both at the University 

of Melbourne. He is a visiting fellow at 

the National Centre for Epidemiology 

and Population Health at the Australian 

National University, and an Honorary 

Lecturer at Kings College London. 

His two themes of research are the 

Health Impacts of Climate Change, 

and Community Mental Health. He 

has served as the Victorian Chair of 

Doctors for the Environment, Clinical 

Advisor for beyondblue, and has sat 

on a range of philanthropic boards. He 

is coordinator of Environmental Issues 

and Global Health at the University of 

Melbourne. During his career he has 

been awarded the Monash University’s 

Silver Jubilee Prize for Teaching, the 

Fundraisers Institute of Australia 

Major Grants Fundraising Award, 

and was co recipient of the Australian 

Evaluation Society Award for Excellence 

in Evaluation. He is the son-in-law of 

the late Ron Castan QC AM who was a 

long time friend and supporter of ACF.

Irina Cattalini
Board member 
WA 
Irina Cattalini is Director of Social 

Policy with the Western Australian 

Council of Social Service (WACOSS). 

Irina is passionately committed to 

developing a sustainable energy future 

for Australia, and is keen to strengthen 

alliances between Australia’s social and 

environment sectors. Prior to joining 

WACOSS in 2005, Irina spent three years 

working at the Conservation Council 

of Western Australia on energy and 

greenhouse related policy and projects.

Robert Fowler
Board member
SA 
Robert Fowler is Adjunct Professor in 

the Law School at the University of 

South Australia, having retired in late 

2008 after teaching and researching 

in the fi eld of environmental law in 

Australia for over 30 years. He continues 

to teach environmental law part-time 

at the University of South Australia 

and also at the University of Adelaide 

and the Australian National University.  

He is Chair of the IUCN Academy of 

Environmental Law, an international 

network of law schools committed to 

teaching and research in environmental 

law, and represents the Oceania region 

on its Governing Board. In November 

2009, Rob completed an 8-year term 

as Chair of the South Australian 

Environmental Defender’s Offi ce, a public 

interest environmental law fi rm, but he 

continues to serve on its Management 

Committee. He is also a member of the 

IUCN Environmental Law Commission, 

and participates in two of its Specialist 

Groups, on soils and forests. His research 

interests include legal aspects of climate 

change, forestry, contaminated sites, soils 

and protection of the marine environment.

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

Chrissy Grant
Board member
NSW
Chrissy Grant has extensive experience 

in Indigenous land management and 

heritage having worked as Director of 

the Indigenous Heritage Assessment 

Section with the Australian Heritage 

Commission and then the Department 

of the Environment and Heritage in 

the Commonwealth Government. 

Since retirement in 2006, she has 

held Ministerial appointments to the 

Indigenous Protected Advisory Group 

as Chair for three years; the Indigenous 

Advisory Committee as Deputy Chair; 

and a member of the Australian National 

Commission for UNESCO. She also 

resides as Chair of the Australian Institute 

for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Studies Research Ethics Committee that 

is aligned to the National Health and 

Medical Research Council. She has prime 

responsibility to advance the National 

Caring for Country Strategy that the IAC 

is championing as a document developed 

for Indigenous people by Indigenous 

people. Other areas are her involvement 

in the Working on Country Program 

and the Natural Resource Management 

Initiatives through the Caring for Our 

Country Program, and the Review of 

the National Biodiversity Strategy. 

Jonathan King
Board member
NSW
Dr Jonathan King began his working life 

as a jackaroo on outback sheep and cattle 

stations before serving as a journalist. He 

has spent much of his professional life 

bringing Australian history to life through 

books, fi lms and live events. He graduated 

in International Relations and Political 

Science from London School of Economics 

and University of Melbourne where he 

lectured in Australian Politics. Falling in 

love with Australian history he embarked 

on a series of historical re-enactments 

including the $11 million privately funded 

1988 London to Sydney wind-powered 

Bicentennial First Fleet Expedition of 

Tall Ships which attracted two million 

spectators on arrival in Sydney; earning 

him the Australian Achiever Award 

from National Australia Day Council 

presented by Prime Minister Bob Hawke. 

He then worked for ACF as a 

promotions, fundraising and media 

consultant helping organise the landmark 

1988 Environment Summit before helping 

Greenpeace with campaigns. He served as 

Australian director for Sting’s Rainforest 

Foundation raising and delivering funds 

to chief of the Kayapo tribe Raoni on the 

Xingu River in the Amazon. Dr King has 

written a series of books on Australian 

politics and history including “Great 

Moments in Australian History” (Allen & 

Unwin 2009). He is married to Jane and 

has four daughters and fi ve grandchildren 

- whose future he’s trying to protect.

Nikki Parker
Board member
QLD
Nikki Parker has a degree in botany 

and ecology from the University 

of Queensland and works as an 

environmental consultant to the 

manufacturing industry and a php 

programmer, merging these roles where 

possible. Nikki played a key role in 

the Victorian Otway campaign before 

moving back to Queensland, where she 

spearheaded a successful campaign that 

has protected an area of ecologically 

important bushland, known as Pooh 

Corner, in the suburbs of Brisbane. 

She is interested in the use of new 

technologies in environmental debates; 

and is currently developing web-based 

tools for a community group in South 

East Queensland. Nikki has worked 

in the Solomon Islands, where she 

produced a national research strategy 

with the Forestry Department. Nikki is an 

exhibited artist (photography), a website 

developer, and mother of three boys. 

www.acfonline.org.au/board
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A FINE BALANCE: Crocodile and dragonfl y. Photo: Leon Mead.
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ACF was incorporated in 1966. It is an incorporated association under the Associations Incorporation 

Act 1991 (A.C.T ) an Act administered by the Offi ce of Regulatory Services in the A.C.T Department of 

Justice and Community Services of the A.C.T. www.ors.act.gov.au

The governing body for the purposes of the Associations Incorporation Act 1991 (A.C.T) is the Board. 

For more information about ACF structure and to read a copy of ACF’s Constitution please visit:

www.acfonline.org.au/ACFstructure

ACF registration details can be found on the Australian Business Register at www.abr.business.gov.au

ACF has tax exemption charitable status and is registered for the purposes of GST.

ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2011
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