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CONTINUING COVERAGE BASTROP DEPORTATIONS

Faith group accuses sheriff of targeting Latino neighborhood

Stony Point resldent Matthew Ortega speaks Monday at aBastrop
Interfalth event to protest the sheriff's "zero tolerance” traffic
enforcement operation. RALPHBARRERA / AMERICAN- STATESMAN

ay

‘Zero tolerance’ traffic
enforcement often led
to ICE proceedings.

By Sean Collins Walsh
scwalsh@statesman.com

DEL VALLE — In the Stony Point
neighborhood of Del Vaile, some
of the homes are brightly painted
and have elaborate gardens, while
othersssit on cinder blocks and are
sided with rotting wood. Neigh-
bors speak to one another in Span-
ish, many of the men work in

construction, and a tiny Catholic

chuarch, Iglesia San Juan Diego, is
nestled among the houwses.

On Monday, dozens of Stony
Point residents and Bastrop Inter-
faith organizers stood outside the
church and said they lelt targeted
by Bastrop County Sheriff Mau-
rice Cook's "zero tolerance” traf-
ficenforcement operation, which
led to 24 people being arrested
June 23 in the area around the
neighborhood. Thirteen of them
were funneled into immigration
proceedings.

“By this action, which appears
to have been against itnmigrants,
the sheriff has not increased peo-

ple’s confidence in law enforce-
ment, which is what we had
sought,” said Edie Clark, a Bas-
trap Interfaith leader who had
talked with Cook about policing
in the area before the operation.
“This causes us serious concern
and raises questions of credibil-
ity in that dialogue. We ask Sher-
ifi Cook to meet with leaders of
Bastrop Interfaith to develop a
strategy to heal the communi-
ty’s broken confidence.”

Cook did not respond to a
requiest for comment Monday. Last
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week he said that the oper-
ation, in which 63 people
were pulled over on mostly
minor traffic violations, was
not designed to target immi-
grants but to increase the
visibility of law enforcement
in the area, something he
said community leaders had
asked for,

Cook, a Republican and
former head of the Texas
Rangers, said the tactic
was routine police work
but added that he had not
ordered such an operation
since taking office in Janu-
ary 2017.

Twenty-three of the 24
people arrested had His-
panic surnames.

The episode comes less
than a year after Senate Bill
4, a state law aimed at pun-
ishing so-called sanctuary cit-
jes that decline to assist fed-
eral immigration authorities,
went into effect. During the
dramatic legislative debate,
Republicans said the mea-
sure was needed to ensure
public safety while Demo-
crats predicted it would allow
local officers to racially dis-
criminate against Hispanics
they suspect are unautho-
rized immigrants.

Although state and local
police cannot arrest peo-
ple on immigration charges,
they can arrest them on oth-
ers, such as not having a
driver’s license. Oncein the
county jail, they can be iden-
tified as unauthorized immi-
grants and picked up by U.S.
Immigration and Customs
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ho say they

have lived in the Dei Valle community for along time,
decry Sherlff Maurlce Cook's “zero tolerance” traffic
enforcement, In which 24 people Inthe area were
arrested and 13 of them were funneled Into immigration
proceedings. RALPHBARRERA / AMERICAN-STATESMAN

Enforcement.

Stony Point resident
Domingo Cana, 35, said that’s
exactly what happened on
the night of June 23.

“If they did not have
licenses, they were arrested,
Ifthey had licenses, only on
one occasion did the driver
get a fine or warning,” Cano
said, adding that Cook “has
seriously damaged” the rela-
tionship between Bastrop
County’s immigrant com-
munity and the sheriff’s
office, making it less likely
that crime victims and wit-
nesses will call 911 or coop-
erate with law enforcement,

Clark said that Bastrop
Interfaith has been in con-
tact with the sheriff’s office
since news of the operation

broke but has not yet met
with Cook. Officials with the
sherif's office told her group
his schedule is full for two
weeks, she said.

Clark wants Cook to con-
sider adopting a policy in
which deputies inform the
people they pull over or
question that they do not
have to answer local officers’
questions about immigration,
which is in the jurisdiction
of federal law enforcement.

SB 4 bans sheriffs and
police chiefs from prohibit-
ing their officers to ask about
immigration. Cook said he
neither encourages nor pro-
hibits his officers to do so.

Contact Sean Collins Walsh at
512-912-2939



