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 When and where: 

Wednesday 29th April 2020 at 5pm via Zoom 

- https://zoom.us/j/165258343 

- Meeting ID: 165 258 343 

 

The meeting was opened at 5:04pm by the Chair, Julia Thornton, with an Acknowledge-

ment of Country and welcome to all attendees. 

 

Julia Thornton, Santino Raftellis, Jack Halliday, David Redfearn, Jeff McCraken Hewson, 

Megan Poad, Chriss Gassin, Chris Blake, Sarah Howe, Fernanda Trecenti (minutes-taker), 

Max Dumais, Aaron Webb, Bryan Taylor, Christine Roussiyan, Dalal Smiley, Daniel Smith, 

Ken Sayers, Kresta Almendras Lokumarambage, Leonie Mudge, Marcus L’Estrange, Mary 

Dettman, Michael Jonathan Thwaites, Mike Salvaris, Neil Renshaw, Paul Sandringham, Pe-

ter Moylan, Renate Howe, Robyn Saltmarsh, Roger Byrne, Rosemary Elliott, Sandi Keane, 

Elizabeth McGrath, Faysal Farah, Felim Deighan, Geoffrey Murray, Gursewak Singh, Ian 

Woff, Ivana Csar, James Horton, Jamie Gardiner, Jodi Reynolds, John Howie, Julie Boyd, 

Kay Matthiesson, Ken Coghill, Ken Sayers, Stephen W Camberra, Sukhmani Randhawa, 

Tony Webb, Wendy Porris 

 

No apologies received.  

 

MINUTES 

Australian Fabian Society - Victoria Branch  

Annual General Meeting  

1.  Welcome by Chair 

2.  Attendance 

3.  Apologies 
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Minutes for the 2019 AGM were circulated to all members by email prior to the meeting. 

No comments or amendments to the minutes were made by the attendees. 

Motion: That the minutes for the 2019 AGM be accepted.  

  Moved: Megan Poad   Seconded: Jack Halliday  

  

  CARRIED 

 

Chair 

Julia Thornton gave a report on the 2019/2020 activities. A copy of her report is at Attach-

ment A. 

Treasurer 

Jack Halliday reported that during the year, the Fabians Victoria Branch maintained a stable 

financial position, having a bank balance of $28,881.26. His report is at Attachment B.  

 

Motion: That the Chair’s and Treasurer’s reports for 2019/2020 be accepted.  

   Moved: Jeff McCracken Hewson   Seconded: Megan Poad 

  

   CARRIED 

 

 

 

As outgoing Chair, Julia Thornton declared all positions vacant and handed the meeting to 

the Returning Officer, Max Dumais. 

5.  Reports 

6.  Election of 2019 Officers 

4.  Confirmation of Minutes for 2019 Annual General 
Meeting 
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Office Bearer Positions: 

The Constitution stipulates five office bearer positions.  

Each office bearer position had attracted one nomination by closure of nominations, so the 

Returning Officer declared them all duly elected. 

The confirmed nominations were: 

Chair: Julia Thornton 

Deputy Chair: Santino Raftellis 

Events Manager: Jeff McCracken-Hewson 

Secretary: Jack Halliday 

Treasurer: David Redfearn 

A sixth elected position not stipulated in the National Constitution but part of the Victorian 

Branch rules is the Representative to the National Board. 

This also attracted only one nomination by the close of the nomination period.  

Representative to the National Board: Santino Raftellis 

The Returning Officer declared him duly elected. 

Committee Positions: 

There are five committee positions and there were three nominations by closure of nomina-

tions.  

The Returning Officer declared the three nominees, Megan Poad, Sarah Howe and Paul 

Sandringham  duly elected  and two committee positions vacant. 

The Returning officer explained the process for filling those positions from the floor.  

• In the past, the committee has meet and co-opted Fabians members to fill in the va-

cant positions, but that doesn’t give them voting rights. 

• We have the opportunity tonight to call for people who may have interest in filling 

those vacancies. If more than two demonstrate interest, an online poll voting system 

will be used to determine the election . 

The Returning Officer called for nominations from the floor. Three people declared an inter-

est. 

The nominees were asked to introduce themselves: 

- Chris Blake has been a Fabians member for the past three years. As a co-opted Commit-

tee member he has helped with social media, events and publications. Chris also said 

that he would be happy to continue as a co-opted member if there were more than two 

people interested in the vacant positions. 
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- Fernanda Trecenti has been a Fabians member for just over a year. As a co-opted Com-

mittee member she is the current minutes secretary.  

- Kresta Almendras Lokumarambage has be a Fabians member since the beginning of last 

year. She is finishing her Law Degree and has a special interest in government process-

es. 

 

The returning officer asked Chris Blake if he would like to proceed with his nomination.  

Chris confirmed that he will step down from the ballot and continue as a co-opted member 

for the Committee. 

The returning officer then declared Kresta Lokumarambage and Fernanda Trecenti, as sole 

nominees for the two vacant Committee positions, elected. 

Motion: That the all the elected members for the five Office Bearer positions and five 

Committee positions are ratified, with Santino Raftellis also elected as the National Board 

representative.  

CARRIED 

The returning officer asked Paul Sandringham to introduce himself as he was not known to 

the rest of the committee 

Paul joined the Fabians last year. He is currently doing a PHD in Political History and Lit-

erature. He also teaches Academic Methods and Academic Writing. Paul is currently based 

in Berlin and he is aiming to be back in Melbourne by the end of next year. He is happy that 

the online technology will allow him to participate and contribute to meetings even before he 

is back in Melbourne. 

 

The Returning Officer returned the chairing of the meeting  to the elected Chair, Julia 

Thornton. 

 Julia Thornton congratulated the Returning Officer's efficiency. 

Motion: That Max Dumais be appointed to the position of returning officer for 2021. 

  Moved: Jeff McCracken-Hewson   Seconded: Jack Halliday 

  

  CARRIED 

 

7. Appointment of Returning Officer for 2021 
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Congratulations to all elected members. 

This coming year has everything to be a positive one. 

The discovery of many possibilities offered by the online technology has expanded our ho-

rizons and we hope to make further use of all that we are learning now. 

We have done a lot this past year and I know we have the potential to do even more: To 

produce more publications and to do more with engaging people and helping them find and 

express their political voice. 

One last piece of news: Tim Sonnreich, who was the Fabians Victoria Branch Chair a few 

years back, has just been appointed Chief of Staff to Lily D’Ambrosio.  

The Chair, finally, thanked everybody for attending and the backroom support team for 

making the meeting run so well. 

Everybody was invited to join the event Socialism and the Australian Progressive Meeting 

with speakers Prof John Quiggin (Economist) and Prof Frank Bongiorno (Historian), directly 

after the AGM starting at 6pm via zoom. 

Meeting Closed at 5:53pm. 

8. Chair’s Closing 


