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As our members are aware, this is my first year as President of AWRA and it has taken some time to 

really understand our place in the landscape of Australian women's sport and recreation. Our 

challenge I believe will be to ensure that we are focused on meeting the needs of our constituents and 

that we are a sustainable organisation that truly makes a difference to women in sport and recreation.  

We have a committed board and a part time Executive Officer in Leanne Evans who works tirelessly on 

achieving our stated objectives. Our four pillars within our current plan driving our current focus 

include: 

• Building strategic alliances and partnerships to increase impact and viability 

• Promoting the value of women in sport to achieve greater social outcomes; 

• Developing and supporting women leaders to improve the business of sport  

• Leading the conversation to be the voice for women in sport.  

The four key areas for change within our “A Charter for Active Australian Women” continue to drive 

the sport development aspects of our work: 

• Prioritising female participation in all aspects of sport and active recreation. 

• Increasing women’s participation in leadership roles 

• Addressing the barriers girls and women face in sport and physical activity 

• Increasing media coverage of the activities and achievements of female athletes  

On a limited budget and through the excellent work of our sub-committees, we have achieved some 

critical milestones throughout the year: the revamping of our website, the circulation of more than 

5500 tweets along with numerous media releases and blogs, engagement with new partners and the 

delivery of our highly successful series of workshops and networking event in three states as part of 

our national mentoring program for women in sport.  Our reach is expanding and our messages are 

being heard more consistently. 

Our webmaster Iain Toohey supported the transition to our new website and continued sending out 

media releases throughout the year. We also need to acknowledge the Federal Government’s Office 

of Sport for its grant to support our part time Executive Officer. I would also like to take this 

opportunity to thank the Australian Commonwealth Games Association for allowing us to hold our 

annual planning meeting within their premises.  

 



We also welcomed our new patron for AWRA, Governor-General, His Excellency General the 

Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd) will now join past Governor General, The Honourable 

Dame Quentin Bryce AD CVO  in this important support role and our new Ambassador  Ric 

Charlesworth. We are looking forward to maximizing the involvement of these iconic people in 2015.   

In closing, I would like to thank our former Vice President Narelle Gosstray who stepped down mid 

year after leading the recruitment process for the President’s role and our outgoing Treasurer Tony 

Claydon for his efforts over the past few years. During the year, Paula Ward was co-opted after Amy 

Hetzel resigned. Other Board Directors, Janice Crosswhite O.A.M., Louise Evans, Julie Anderson, Greg 

Downes and  Danielle Warby are to be acknowledged for continuing to play a significant roles in 

advocating for women in sport and recreation.   
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