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Dear Jane, 
 
Re: We cannot afford the Patrick Brown Carbon Tax, in any form, by any disguise 
 
It isn’t a secret that I have been interested in running for the Ontario PC Party nomination here in 
Cambridge. My wife and I live in Preston with our 9-month old son, Victor. I am a business lawyer 
and have Bachelor’s (environmental engineering option) and Master’s Degrees in Civil 
Engineering. I currently serve as the President of our federal Cambridge Conservative Riding 
Association and served two terms as an elected member of the Conservative Party of Canada’s 
National Policy Committee. Needless to say, “policy” matters a great deal to me.   
 
That takes me to the leading fiscal policy issue of our times (and, likely, for years to come) in 
Canadian politics – the carbon tax. Kathleen Wynne’s “cap and trade” carbon tax is making life 
more expensive in Ontario, either while we are commuting, heating our homes, or when turning 
on our lights. In 2017 alone, Wynne’s “cap and trade” carbon tax will take almost $2 billion out of 
the pockets of ordinary Ontario taxpayers. As we have seen in British Columbia and Australia, 
carbon taxes are predatory and regressive taxation instruments that enable governments to grow 
their revenues while also significantly weakening economic competitiveness. 
 
Current Ontario PC Party leader, Patrick Brown, is a vocal and dedicated advocate of a 
carbon tax. Brown’s pro carbon tax position is an unmitigated disaster and an 
embarrassment to our party. 
 
You might remember when Brown ran for PC leader in 2015, he promised if elected, that, “never 
again” would the party be forced to campaign on an unpopular and ill-conceived policy such as 
John Tory’s religious school policy (2007) or Tim Hudak’s “100,000 job cut” policy (2014). Brown’s 
campaign was largely built on this pledge. By March 2016, at Brown’s first PC Party policy 
convention as leader, he reiterated this promise. “The days of policies imposed on the party from 
the top down are done for good” Brown proclaimed.  A “bottom up” process would ensure that 
grassroots party members would be the “authors” of the party’s next campaign platform.  

Yet in the very same speech, Brown absurdly did what he said he wouldn’t do: he dumped a 
surprise policy on the party, against its will and without an opportunity for discussion. “Climate 
change is a fact”, announced Brown, adding “it is a threat, it is man-made, we have to do 
something about it, and that something includes putting a price on carbon”.  

I was in the room when this was announced.  You could have heard a pin drop.  Someone even 
yelled out “No!” and I was thinking the exact same thing. Just mere months into his leadership, 
unprovoked and unprompted, Brown had already committed his very own John Tory / Tim Hudak 
moment!  Here he was, contrary to his own promises, forcing an unpopular and ill-considered 
policy on the Ontario PC Party.  So much for “never again”. 
 
After an initial round of publicity, things went quiet on this announcement.  For some time, the 
media became distracted with some controversy over some letter that Brown sent out in the 
Scarborough - Rouge River by-election, written by Brown’s office - though Brown initially denied 
and later admitted knowledge of how his signature even got onto the letter.  
 
Then came another less publicized letter, released by Brown in October, also appearing to have 
his signature. This time though, the letter was addressed to - of all people - Prime Minister Justin 
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Trudeau! In this letter, Brown offered encouraging words to Trudeau on the PM’s pursuit of 
coercing all provinces to implement carbon taxes. Brown also re-affirmed his support for a carbon 
tax while asking Trudeau to “remove” Wynne’s “cap and trade” carbon tax as an eligible option 
for Ontario.  
 
Putting Brown’s plea to Trudeau into context, the Globe and Mail recently reported on research 
that found “a straight carbon tax of the kind advocated by Patrick Brown would have to be roughly 
$72 a tonne” compared to the $19 a tonne Wynne’s “cap and trade” carbon tax is currently costing 
us. So, in his letter to Trudeau, Brown was not only advocating for the mandatory implementation 
of just any carbon tax, he was urging for the strict enforcement of a carbon tax that could cost 
Ontario taxpayers 4 times more than Wynne’s “cap and trade” version!  
 
Patrick Brown is determined to drag the Ontario PC Party into the “brave new world” of the Justin 
Trudeau carbon tax. His position is in stark contrast to the sensible and principled federal 
Conservative Party opposition to the same carbon tax scheme. Leadership Candidates such 
as Kevin O’Leary, Maxime Bernier, Lisa Raitt, Kellie Leitch, Andrew Scheer, Brad Trost, 
Erin O’Toole, and Pierre Lemieux are all against the Trudeau carbon tax.  
 
This creates a dilemma for those of us who are loyal federal Conservative Party members. How 
can I follow my conservative values, my federal party - and good old fashioned common sense - 
by opposing the carbon tax at the federal level, and yet at the same time join a campaign to 
peddle a cynical carbon tax hoax on Ontario taxpayers at the provincial level?  
 
Recently, Brown’s messaging has changed yet again, leaving out the part about introducing his 
own version of a carbon tax and now only emphasizing that he would “dismantle” Wynne’s “cap 
and trade” carbon tax. This hasn’t stopped Wynne from attacking Brown’s carbon tax as being 
costlier than hers. Will Patrick now attempt another double flip-flop and declare himself against 
all carbon taxes?   
 
Initially I had hoped that Brown would see the error of his ways and reverse his position – or rather 
reverse his reversal.  But even this would now be too little too late. I simply can no longer 
envision defending a Patrick Brown led PC Party on economic issues – not after this 
carbon tax fiasco. After all, voters and the media will question whether Patrick’s most recent 
position, or any policy position for that matter, can be trusted.  
 
So, it is with a heavy heart that I inform you that I will no longer pursue running for the nomination 
to be the PC Party candidate in the next Ontario election. While it would be an honour to be a 
candidate in our riding, I will not do so at the price of my own integrity or the integrity of our party.  
 
 
Yours truly, 
 

  
 
Jim Karahalios 
jim@jimkar.ca              

	


