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We all want a cleaner, better, fairer future powered by 
renewable energy - and your vote can help make it a reality.

To formulate our scorecard we asked 
candidates and representatives from the 
major parties to respond to key questions 
about policies important for addressing 
climate change. We scored the parties 
against how close they came to the AYCC’s 
policy goals based on these responses and 
publicly available information.

Here’s how we scored them:
  =  scored above 4 out of 5 on our 

survey of parties

  =  scored between 2 and 3 out of 5  
on our survey of parties

 =  scored between 1 and 2 out of 5  
on our survey of parties

  =  scored less than 1 out of 5 on  
our survey of parties

Young people need the next Australian Government to reduce pollution  
to prevent further damage to the climate, and transition Australia to 
100% renewable energy by 2030. To make it happen we need to use our 
vote for climate action. Our scorecard will help you do that.

Australia does its fair share to address global warming

Emission reduction of 
26-28% by 2030.

Emission reduction of 
45% by 2030 and net 
zero pollution by 2050 
at the low end of the cli-
mate change authority’s 
recommendations.

Emission reduction of 
63-82% by 2030 and net 
zero pollution by 2040.

Emission reduction tar-
gets in line with climate 
change authority and 
supportive comments 
around net zero by 2050.

Transition Australia to 100% renewables by 2030

No 2030 renewable 
energy target

50% renewable energy 
target by 2030

90% renewable energy 
target by 2030

Committed to 50% 
renewable electricity by 
2030 and to investigate 
the feasibility of 100% 
renewable energy by 2030 

No plan to close coal-
fired power stations

Inquiry into closing coal 
fired power stations within 
first year of government 
and sector specific 
emissions trading scheme

Committed to phase out of 
coal stations starting with 
Hazlewood in Victoria.

No policy on coal closure
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Transition Australia to 100% renewables by 2030
No just transition 
plan for workers and 
communities away from 
fossil fuels

Committed to a just 
transitions assistance 
package for workers and 
communities

Committed to a just 
transitions assistance 
package for workers and 
communities

Committed to a just 
transitions assistance 
package for workers and 
communities 

Will cut funding to the 
Australian Renewable 
Energy Agency, 
reversed position 
on the Clean Energy 
Finance Corporation and 
established the Clean 
Energy Innovation Fund

Has not committed to 
restoring the Australian 
Renewable Energy 
Agency’s full funding but 
will maintain hundreds 
of millions and grant 
function, is committed to 
the Clean Energy Finance 
Corporation and the Clean 
Energy Innovation Fund.

Committed to the 
Australian Renewable 
Energy Agency, the CEFC 
and increased funding for 
renewable energy.

Committed to the 
Australian Renewable 
Energy Agency and the 
CEFC.

Expressed public support 
for solar thermal in Port 
Augusta indicating Clean 
Energy Innovation Fund 
could be used to fund it

Expressed public support 
for solar thermal in Port 
Augusta indicating it 
could be funded through 
a $206.6 million funding 
round for solar thermal 
in Australia

Committed publicly to 
using vote in Parliament 
to secure $100 million 
for solar thermal in Port 
Augusta

Committed publicly to 
using vote in Parliament 
to secure $100 million 
for solar thermal in Port 
Augusta

No policy found to 
support Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
communities to go 
renewable

No policy found to 
support Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
communities to go 
renewable

Renew Australia policy 
would support Aborig-
inal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities to 
go renewable

No policy found to 
support Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
communities to go 
renewable

No specific policy for 
community owned 
renewable energy

Will establish a 
community power 
network with 98.7 
million dollars

Will establish a 
community power 
network with 262.5 
million dollars

Committed to establish 
a funded community 
power network in next 
term of government

Keep Polluting Fossil Fuels in the Ground and End Polluting Fuel Handouts

No policy to strengthen 
environmental laws to 
protect climate. Want 
to hand powers to the 
states which would 
weaken laws.

Would strengthen 
environmental laws to 
cover impact of shale 
gas on water and climate 
impacts through a climate 
trigger. Will investigate 
an independent statutory 
authority to manage 
environment approvals 
and not hand powers to 
the states.

Would strengthen 
environmental laws to 
cover climate impacts of 
projects including scope 
three emissions and 
establish an independent 
National Environment 
Protection Authority.

Would establish 
independent 
Environmental Protection 
Authority, opposes 
handing environmental 
approvals to the states and 
would expand government 
oversight of climate issues, 
water reserves and native 
vegetation.

No policy to say no to all 
new fossil fuel projects

No policy to say no to all 
new fossil fuel projects

Committed to phase 
out of existing fossil 
fuel projects with coal 
export levy and transition 
fund for workers and 
communities

No policy to phase out 
existing fossil fuel projects

No policy to strengthen 
the rights of Indigenous 
people to say no or yes to 
polluting projects on their 
countries.

No policy to strengthen 
the rights of Indigenous 
people to say no or yes to 
polluting projects on their 
countries.

Would introduce bill to 
give Traditional Owners 
and land holders the right 
to say no to coal and gas 
projects on their land. 

No policy to strengthen 
the rights of Indigenous 
people to say no or yes to 
polluting projects on their 
countries.
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Keep Polluting Fossil Fuels in the Ground and End Polluting Fuel Handouts

No policy to end fossil 
fuel subsidies. 

No policy to end fossil fuel 
subsidies.

Would end fossil fuel 
subsidies.

The Nick Xenophon Team 
supports an ongoing 
review of fossil fuel 
subsidies but would not 
want to see changes that 
would adversely impact on 
our farm sector and other 
sectors of the economy.

Has indicated the Adani 
coal mine would not 
be supported with 
public finance but the 
Government has sent 
contradictory messages 
and has not ruled out any 
public finance for new 
fossil fuel projects.

Has consistently said 
throughout the election 
campaign the Adani coal 
mine would not receive 
public finance. Language 
around the Northern 
Australia Infrastructure fund 
is centred on sustainability 
and renewable energy 
but there isn’t an explicit 
commitment to no public 
finance for fossil fuel projects.

Committed to no public 
finance for fossil fuel 
projects

No policy found on public 
finance for fossil fuel 
projects

Has not committed to not 
taking donations from 
fossil fuel companies

Has not committed to not 
taking donations from 
fossil fuel companies

Committed to not taking 
donations from fossil fuel 
companies

Has not committed to not 
taking donations from 
fossil fuel companies
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To formulate our scorecard we asked the 
lead New England Candidates to respond  
to key questions about policies important 
for addressing climate change. Tony 
Windsor responded personally but 
Barnaby Joyce directed us to the existing 
Coalition policy. 
We scored the candidates against how 
close they came to the AYCC’s policy goals.

Here’s how we scored them:
  =  scored above 4 out of 5 on our  

survey of candidates

  =  scored between 2 and 3 out of 5  
on our survey of candidates

 =  scored between 1 and 2 out of 5  
on our survey of candidates

  =  scored less than 1 out of 5  
on our survey of candidates
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Australia does its fair share to address global warming

Emission reduction of 26-28% by 2030. Emission reduction of 75% by 2030 
and net zero by 2050.

Transition Australia to 100% renewables by 2030
No 2030 renewable energy target 100% renewable energy by 2030

No plan to close coal-fired power 
stations No policy on coal closure

No just transition plan for workers and 
communities away from fossil fuels No policy found on just transition

Will cut funding to the Australian 
Renewable Energy Agency, reversed 
position on the Clean Energy Finance 
Corporation and established the Clean 
Energy Innovation Fund.

Committed to the Australian 
Renewable Energy Agency and the 
CEFC.

Expressed public support for solar 
thermal in Port Augusta indicating 
Clean Energy Innovation Fund could be 
used to fund it

Supports funding a large solar 
thermal plant in Port Augusta

No policy found to support Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities 
to go renewable.

No policy found to support 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities to go renewable.

No specific policy for community 
owned renewable energy

Committed to establish a funded 
community power network in next 
term of government

TONY WINDSORBARNABY JOYCE  
& THE COALITION

This election, put New England first by voting for action to 
protect our climate by transitioning Australia to 100% renewable 
energy and protecting our land and water from coal and gas.



Authorised by K. Albion, Australian Youth Climate Coalition, 60 Leicester St, Carlton, 3053

Protecting land and water from coal and gas
No policy to strengthen environmental 
laws to protect climate. Want to hand 
powers to the states which would 
weaken laws.

Is committed to expanding Australia’s 
environment laws to properly assess 
the impacts of projects on the climate 
including scope three emissions.

No policy to say no to all new fossil fuel 
projects

No policy to say no to all new fossil 
fuel projects

No policy to phase out existing fossil 
fuel projects

No policy to phase out existing fossil 
fuel projects

No policy to strengthen the rights of 
Indigenous people to say no or yes to 
polluting projects on their countries.

Supports strengthening rights of 
Indigenous peoples to say no or yes to 
polluting projects on their countries.

No policy to end fossil fuel subsidies. No policy to end fossil fuel subsidies. 

Has indicated the Adani coal mine 
would not be supported with public 
finance but the Government has sent 
contradictory messages and has not 
ruled out any public finance for new 
fossil fuel projects.

Committed to no public finance for 
fossil fuel projects

Has not committed to not taking 
donations from fossil fuel companies

Committed to not taking donations 
from fossil fuel companies

TONY WINDSORBARNABY JOYCE & THE COALITION


