


At the Australian Youth Climate 
Coalition and Seed Indigenous Youth 
Climate Network, we are building 
a movement of young people to 
solve the climate crisis before it’s 
too late. Our vision is for a just and 
sustainable world, with a safe  
climate for our generation and 
future generations.

Since our Founding Summit in 2006, we have 
grown from a handful of students to Australia’s 
largest youth-run organisation, with a network 
of more than 120,000 people and 1000 
volunteers across the country. 

We educate, inspire and mobilise young people 
to win campaigns for a safe climate, to keep 
fossil fuels in the ground and build a future 
powered by clean energy. We do this through: 

Seed Indigenous Youth Climate 
Network: Led by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander youth, Seed is a branch of the AYCC 
that is empowering Indigenous young people 
to lead climate justice campaigns. 

National Campaigns: We work together 
as a movement to make a difference through 
campaigns that reduce climate pollution, move 
Australia beyond fossil fuels and supercharge 
the transition to 100% renewable energy. 

National Grassroots Network:  
We support volunteers through one-to-one 
mentoring and local groups to be part of 
national campaigns that protect our climate.

Switched on Schools: Each year we 
educate thousands of high school students 
about how to make a difference on climate 
change, and empower them to start their own 
campaigns in their school or community.

Training Program: We are building 
the leaders of today with training programs 
that give young people the skills they need 
to create change, including understanding 
climate change, campaigning, communication, 
organising and leading a team.

ABOUT THE AYCC

WE’RE BUILDING A MOVEMENT  
TO SOLVE THE CLIMATE CRISIS



January 
Building on the success of two 
of Australia’s banks distancing 
themselves from Adani’s 
dangerous coal mine in 2015, 
we launched into making sure 
the Federal Government gave 
no money to the risky project.

2016 WAS our biggest year yet

February
We held our first Climate 
Leaders retreat for 2016 in 
Melbourne for 30 AYCC and 
Seed volunteers, with training, 
mentoring and planning for 
the year.

Partnered with the Public 
Sector Union (CPSU) to save 
140 CSIRO climate science 
jobs from the government’s 
dangerous cuts. 

March
Signed up 2000 young  
people to take action 
on climate change at 30 
campuses across the country.

A record 180 high school 
students attended our first 
sustainability summit in 
Sydney for the year. Students 
explored the injustice and 
inequalities of climate change.

April 
Over two weeks in April, 
2370 people went without 
something they love - coffee, 
chocolate or beer - to raise 
awareness and $155,000 in 
funding during AYCC’s For the 
Love of Our Future campaign. 

National Youth Enrolment day 
- with hundreds of volunteers 
signing up young people  
to enrol to vote across  
the country.

May
Seed brought together 78 
young Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people for their 
Protect Country Summit, 
kicking off a campaign to 
protect communities, country 
and culture in the Northern 
Territory from gasfield fracking.

June
Politicians from every major 
party committed to funding 
the Port Augusta solar thermal 
plant as a key priority. 

Helped a record-breaking 
212,000 new young people 
enrol to vote in the 2016 
Federal Election. 

July
Federal Election - Nemo 
hooked a commitment from 
Malcolm Turnbull not to 
fund Adani’s coal mine and 
thousands of voters received 
our climate scorecard. 

We worked with the Latrobe 
Valley community to hold a 
summit for 120 high school 
students to share their vision 
for the Valley beyond coal.

August
Volunteers met with over 130 
MPs and Senators from all 
sides of politics to lobby for 
our key policy commitments 
on fossil fuels and renewable 
energy, and communicate the 
depth of community action on 
climate change in the lead up 
to the election.

Our largest ever Climate 
Justice Summit in Melbourne 
with 300 students learning 
about climate change and 
scoring a commitment from 
the Vic Energy Minister for 
100% renewable schools.

September
Leaders from AYCC and  
Seed converged on Canberra 
to lobby for public renewable 
energy funding and helped 
save $800 million for  
ARENA, and had 4 days of 
intensive training through 
Climate Leaders.

Following a powerful NT 
election campaign by Seed, 
where record numbers of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people enrolled to 
vote, Labor committed to  
a two-year moratorium on  
gas fracking. 

October
BP backed down from  
drilling for oil in the  
Great Australian Bight. 

Young people held actions 
at 200 bank branches and 
surveyed their staff - finding 
83% of surveyed Westpac staff 
don’t want their bank to finance 
the Galilee coal projects.

November
After reaching 20,000 
high school students, our 
Switched on Schools program 
was awarded the Victorian 
Premier’s Sustainability award. 

We ramped up the campaign 
for solar thermal in Port 
Augusta with an ad on prime 
time TV, a community action 
at the Premier’s office and 
holding meetings with key 
MPs and Senators.

December
Thousands came together 
for a snap rally to protest the 
Government’s proposed  
$1 billion loan for the Adani 
coal project. 

After a big creative action at 
their AGM, ANZ made a public 
comment to the media that 
they wouldn’t finance Adani’s 
coal mine, joining CommBank 
and NAB in distancing 
themselves from the project. 



In 2016, we witnessed climate 
impacts in every corner of 
this globe. From Aboriginal 
communities experiencing extreme 
heat in the Northern Territory, to 
the worsening humanitarian crisis 
in Syria, widespread bleaching of 
the Great Barrier Reef and record-
breaking ice melts in the Arctic.  
It was the warmest year on record, 
and provides a warning for what 
the future holds for young people.

Despite this, wherever I go in this country, I 
find young people who are full of hope. A hope 
not born of naivety, but out of necessity. A 
roll-up your sleeves kind of hope, that drives 
the courage, creativity and vision that young 
people bring to the climate crisis every day. 

A hope that enables us to believe that when we 
come together, we can do anything we put our 
mind to.

And we can. This year, young people 
led powerful campaigns that secured 
commitments from the Federal Government 
and Opposition to not fund coal mines in 
the Galilee Basin, and instead invest in solar 
thermal in Port Augusta. 

Young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people in Seed worked with the communities 
across the Northern Territory who are standing 
up to protect country from gasfield fracking, 
and helped secure a two-year moratorium on 
unconventional gas.

In 2016 AYCC celebrated a huge 
milestone – our 10th birthday. 

This major anniversary has been a great 
opportunity to reflect on how far we have 
come since our founding summit back in 2006. 
We’ve grown to become one of the largest 
and most impactful climate campaigning 
groups in the country – yet have maintained 
our passionate, young roots and resourceful 
culture. With 20 staff and 1000 active 
volunteers, the organisation and movement, 
are the largest they’ve ever been and this 
means our campaigns have been fought harder 
than ever.

This year we secured bipartisan support for 
federal funding for the Port Augusta solar 
thermal plant that AYCC has been campaigning 
on for over five years.

Our election campaign, alongside our allies, put 
climate change on the agenda as a top three 
election issue for young people. We chatted to 
over 200,000 people at stalls, on university and 
TAFE campuses, and online. I’m really proud 
that we directly enrolled 5,000 young people 
to vote for the first time, contributing to a 
historic level of 18-year-old enrolment.

We continued to put pressure on the Australian 
banks to rule out funding the Adani coal project 
– taking Nemo and our volunteers to hundreds 
of branches around the country to engage 
with staff and customers where they secured 
pledges from thousands of bank customers 
to move their money if their bank supported 
the Adani coal project. We also held rallies and 
actions at bank branches and bank AGM’s to 
raise the profile of the issue to the bank’s senior 
executive team.

In the Latrobe Valley, 120 high school students 
came together to create a new vision for 
the Valley, and got started on campaigns in 
their schools to reduce pollution and build 
renewable energy.

As we look back on 2016, there’s much to be 
proud of. 

This is my last year as National Director of the 
AYCC, and it’s bittersweet to be leaving this 
incredible organisation, that has truly shaped 
me over the last nine years. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all of the people I’ve 
met along the way. Our volunteers, staff, Board, 
funders and supporters - I have learned so 
much from you, and together we’ve grown this 
movement to be unstoppable. 

Over the coming three years, AYCC will 
invest in more than 4000 young people to go 
through transformative trainings, where they 
will get the skills, confidence, networks and 
support they need to be part of campaigns in 
their communities, and change the course  
of history. 

This is what gives me hope.

Thank you for the part you play in building a 
movement of young people for climate justice,

Kirsty Albion

In 2016, the Seed Indigenous Youth  
Climate Network matured into a powerful 
volunteer community protecting country 
by fighting fracking and gas pipelines in the 
Northern Territory and leading campaigns  
on fossil fuels and renewable energy across 
the country. 

This year, we continued to see heat records 
skyrocket and watched the transition to clean 
energy happening far too slowly. We have 
our work cut out for us in 2017, which is why 
the AYCC is planning to increase pressure on 
decision makers to stop the world’s largest coal 
mine, to lock in solar thermal in Port Augusta, to 
run our signature events Power Shift and For the 
Love Of, and to roll out even more schools and 
volunteer training programs across the country.

I would like to thank Kirsty Albion as National 
Director for fearlessly leading the AYCC 
through one of its biggest years yet. This year 
we farewelled Renee Carr as Board Chair and I 
would like to thank her on behalf of the whole 
organisation for her three years of leadership 
and service. It’s an honour to be appointed 
Chair in her place. I would also like to welcome 
Nathan Brennan to the Board as a new member.

And of course, none of AYCC’s achievements 
would be possible without the incredible work 
of our staff team, volunteers and generous 
supporters. So, to everybody who has given 
their time, money and energy this year – thank 
you for your support. We look forward to 
continuing to work with you in 2017.

Claire Snyder

MESSAGE FROM OUR 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR

MESSAGE FROM OUR 
CHAIR OF THE BOARD



Seed grew and matured in big ways in 2016. Not only has our 
grassroots network of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
young people expanded right across the country, so has our 
influence, power and staff team. We started rolling out the 
Seed Strategic Plan for the next three years, setting a clear 
vision and goals to strive towards together. 

We are committed to working with our mob to protect country from fossil fuel 
extraction, particularly stopping gasfield fracking in the Northern Territory.  
We’ll continue growing and training our network of young people working 
together, building solutions and making climate justice real for our people. 

SEED INDIGENOUS 
YOUTH CLIMATE 
NETWORK

• 78 YOUNG MOB AT SEED SUMMIT
• 14 EVENTS DURING NATIONAL NAIDOC WEEK 
• 250,000 PEOPLE REACHED ONLINE
•  RECORD NUMBERS OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES 

STRAIT ISLANDER VOTERS IN THE NT ELECTION 
•  RAISED $24,000 THROUGH POZIBLE 

CROWDFUNDING CAMPAIGN WITH PATAGONIA

Northern Territory Gas Campaign 

In 2016 the NT Government was certain 
they were going to frack large parts of the 
Territory for shale gas, putting communities, 
water, culture and our climate at risk. This gas 
would then be transported through a mega 
pipeline through the top end to Queensland. 
Over 90% of the Territory was covered in oil 
and gas licenses and Traditional Owners were 
being regularly sidelined in the government 
consultation process. 

Seed volunteers from across the state worked 
together to organise community meetings to 
discuss the impacts of fracking on country, 
enrolled record numbers of new voters in 
key electorates, developed viral social media 
content, and organised with communities to 
hold rallies in Mataranka and Katherine.

We made fracking a top three issue come 
election day, and Labor was elected with 
a policy of a two year moratorium on 
unconventional gas. Then to hold Labor 
accountable to this promise, Seed volunteers 
from across the Territory went to Parliament 
House in Darwin to lobby politicians and 
speak to media. 

In 2017, we’ll continue pushing for an all out 
ban on gas field fracking in the NT, and we 
won’t stop until we know the NT will be frack-
free for good. 

Seed Summit 

78 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young 
people from every corner of the country  
came together on Gadigal country in Sydney 
for a transformational summit. The four day 
summit included skills workshops, regional 
planning sessions, opportunities to share 
stories and knowledge, a campaign launch  
and a media action.

NAIDOC Week 

Building on the momentum from the Seed 
Summit earlier this year, Seed mobilised its 
national volunteer network for the first time 
with 14 events organised by volunteers across 
the country for NAIDOC Week. Each year, 
NAIDOC week is a time where many Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people come 
together in celebration, marches, festivals and 
community events to reflect on our history 
and ongoing struggle, as well as celebrate the 
resilience of our people and culture. Every 
Seed Summit participant not only turned out 
to either help organise or participate in the 
mobilisation but also engaged their networks 
to get involved. At these volunteer-led events 
thousands of people were reached and signed 
onto our “Protect Country” petition to keep 
fossil fuels in the ground.



CSIRO CAMPAIGN

During one of the longest election 
campaigns in Australia’s history, 
AYCC volunteers had a huge impact. 

Through powerful conversations and 
actions across the country, we raised 
the alarm about coral bleaching and 
made the Great Barrier Reef one of 
the top election issues. 

To make the Reef and coal election issues 
that politicians spoke about, volunteers 
dressed as lovable icons, Nemo and Dory, 
followed politicians wherever they went, and 
successfully secured commitments from both 
Malcolm Turnbull and Bill Shorten not to use 
public money to fund Adani’s Reef wrecking 
project in North Queensland (now we just have 
to hold them to it!). We also secured strong 
support from all political sides to build solar 
thermal in Port Augusta.

To take our messages straight to the candidates 
in key electorates, AYCC volunteers held over 
50 creative actions in local electorates. There 
was a 1000 person Reef rally in Turnbull’s 
backyard, a delivery of a hamper to Barnaby 
Joyce’s electorate of local food impacted by 
global warming, and all sorts of cheeky MP 
office actions that got local media and plenty 
of social media action. 

Following the $114 million cut to the CSIRO in the 2014 budget, the 
CEO of CSIRO decided to do away with climate science in February 
this year. In response, AYCC and CPSU (the union that represents the 
scientists) worked together to collect 19,000 signatures in support of 
the CSIRO scientists, calling for the job cuts to be reversed and the 
funding to CSIRO reinstated to pre-Abbott levels.

Together we held rallies across the country, and delivered our petition straight to Turnbull 
and Pyne’s offices. We also brought together young climate scientists, CSIRO staff and a 
farmer who relies on CSIRO to Canberra to lobby for more funding in the upcoming budget, 
and secured support from Labor and several cross-benchers to back it. 

Together we forced Greg Hunt, post-election, to develop a new “Climate Science Centre” 
with 40 jobs, and to direct CSIRO to make climate science a priority again. 

•  5000 YOUNG PEOPLE 
DIRECTLY ENROLLED

•  212,000 - RECORD 
NUMBER OF FIRST 
TIME YOUNG VOTERS 

•  30,000 
CONVERSATIONS 
ABOUT CLIMATE 
CHANGE

•  50 CREATIVE ACTIONS 
AT MP OFFICES

•  COMMITMENT FROM 
ALL MAJOR PARTIES 
FOR NO FUNDING  
FOR ADANI

•  COMMITMENTS FROM 
ALL MAJOR PARTIES 
FOR PRIORITY FUNDING 
FOR SOLAR THERMAL 
IN PORT AUGUSTA

FEDERAL ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN



GALILEE & BANKS 
CAMPAIGN
In 2016, Adani’s plans to build the 
biggest coal mine in the Southern 
Hemisphere pushed full steam ahead, 
and we were there every step of the 
way to stop them. 

We knew Adani were in desperate need of 
finance - so we pressured both NAB and 
CommBank to stick to their commitments not to 
fund it, and built pressure on ANZ and Westpac 
to rule it out as well. Our grassroots volunteer 
network spoke to thousands of bank staff, and 
targeted their social media brand to increase 
public awareness and pressure on the board. 

We were at every single bank AGM calling on 
shareholders and staff to improve their climate 
and sustainability policies, and ensure no money 
for Adani. Our huge truck billboard at Westpac’s 
AGM turned heads, and shareholders’ endless 
climate questions inside ruffled the feathers 
of board members. ANZ ended up distancing 
themselves from the project for good!

In 2017 we’ll be focusing in on Westpac, who 
have refused to publicly rule out involvement in 
the project, and call themselves the “World’s Most 
Sustainable Bank.”

•  200 BANK  
BRANCHES VISITED

•  11,374 PETITION 
SIGNATURES TO  
STOP THE PROJECT

•  ANZ DISTANCED 
THEMSELVES FROM  
THE PROJECT

•  4 BIG BANK  
AGM ACTIONS

•  83% OF WESTPAC  
STAFF WE SURVEYED 
DON’T WANT THEIR 
BANK TO FINANCE 
ADANI’S COAL MINE

MEET YOUR  
MEMBER
Following the success of our election campaign, getting commitments 
on our campaign areas (solar thermal for Port Augusta, and no funding 
for Adani), our grassroots network set out to meet 130 MPs and 
Senators in the first 100 days of a new government. 

Our local groups were perfectly placed to organise and meet with their local MP, talk them 
through why they care about climate change, and the dangers of proposed fossil fuel 
projects like the NT gas pipeline, BP oil in the Bight and Adani’s dangerous coal mine. It was 
vital for young people to communicate the depth of public support for our campaigns with 
the highest offices in the country, from every side of politics. 

Meet Your Member peaked with a lobby day in Canberra with 50 young AYCC and Seed 
volunteers walking the halls of Parliament House, holding an action to protect renewable 
energy, and that day convincing Labor and cross benchers to save $800 million from ARENA. 

For many young people it was their first time meeting a politician. Similarly, it was the first 
time for new politicians meeting people about climate change. A transformative experience 
for all involved.

•  130 POLITICIAN MEETINGS
•  $800 MILLION SAVED IN  

RENEWABLE ENERGY FUNDING
•  300 YOUNG PEOPLE MEETING  

THEIR LOCAL MEMBER
•  50 AYCC AND SEED VOLUNTEERS  

LOBBYING IN CANBERRA



Repower  
our Schools

•  EMPOWERED 1000 
STUDENTS THROUGH 
SUMMITS

•  HELD SEVEN 
TRANSFORMATIONAL 
SUMMITS

•  130 IN-SCHOOL 
CLIMATE JUSTICE 
WORKSHOPS

•  REACHED 20,000 
STUDENTS THROUGH 
PRESENTATIONS AND 
CAMPAIGNS 

•  WORKED WITH 
STUDENTS FROM  
390 SCHOOLS 

SWITCHED  
ON SCHOOLS 
2016 was a huge year for the 
Switched on Schools program - from 
climate justice workshops in Western 
Sydney, to youth parliaments in 
Launceston, energy audits in Perth, 
and TV coverage in the Latrobe 
Valley. Our unique peer-to-peer 
model engaged tens of thousands of 
high school students across Australia 
in learning about climate justice, 
and empowered them with the skills 
and tools they need to lead change 
in their communities and create a 
fairer, more sustainable future.

In 2016, we delivered seven transformational 
summits, reaching a range of diverse students 
from urban and regional areas across Australia, 
with a strong focus on exploring the injustice 
and inequalities of climate change. We focused 
particularly on several communities most 
impacted by climate change, giving young 
people the opportunity to lead campaigns to 
create change on a local level.

The Student Climate Action Network (SCAN) 
continued to grow across Australia in 2016, 
with an emphasis on building the capacity 
of students to deepen their skills, as well 
as provide a leadership opportunity for the 
volunteers who support them. Our online hub 
provided a valuable resource for students, 
providing how-to guides, inspiration, and 
connection to other high school students 
across the country.

The Repower our Schools campaign 
empowered students to lead campaigns to 
transition their school to 100% renewable 
energy. Students created petitions using our 
online hub, engaging key decision makers to 
create sustainability plans for their schools. 

Three schools publicly adopted the Repower our 
Schools pledge, committing to take action on 
climate change and switch to renewables, with a 
further 10 schools ready to pledge in early 2017. 
AYCC convened a working group of stakeholders 
across government, NGOs and the private sector 
to facilitate solutions to transitioning Victorian 
schools to 100% renewables.

• 75 Repower campaigns 
•  2,300 signatures to support 

100% renewable schools
•  3 Repower pledges - schools 

committing to go solar
• 8,000 students reached

Climate Justice 
Summit
The annual Climate Justice Summit held in 
August in Melbourne was our biggest schools 
summit yet, bringing together 300 diverse 
students from across Victoria. Through a 
variety of guest speakers, experiential activities 
and change-making workshops, students 
explored the concept of climate justice and 
the role of young people in taking action on 
climate change. An engaging ‘Hunger Banquet’ 
experience helped students to understand 
the connection between inequality, hunger 
and climate change. Students made plans to 
repower their schools with renewable energy, 
and then took this message to Victorian 
Parliament House for a youth parliament with 11 
State MPs and Ministers from all sides of politics.

•  300 students
•  24 high schools 
•  30 youth facilitators
•  11 MPs and Ministers 
•  1 youth parliament on the steps 

of Victorian Parliament House.

Victorian 
students lobby 
the Minister
11 high school leaders from across Melbourne 
met with the Victorian Minister for Energy, 
Environment and Climate Change in August to 
talk about the Repower our Schools campaign 
and the role of schools in transitioning 
Victoria to 100% renewable energy. Minister 
D’Ambrosio committed to working with the 
students to make all Victorian schools 100% 
renewable community energy hubs, and was 
excited to see students leading the transition in 
their schools. 



REPOWER  
PORT AUGUSTA 
2016 saw big developments in the 
campaign to repower Port Augusta 
and South Australia with clean solar 
thermal power. Early in the year, 
power station workers found out 
on the front page of the paper that 
the coal stations would close and 
they would be out of a job, making 
the campaign to transition to solar 
thermal more urgent than ever. 

After five years of strong community-led 
campaigning, we’re closer than ever before  
to realising the community’s vision for solar. 

The Repower Port Augusta community group 
travelled to Canberra to meet with politicians 
and call on them to throw their support (and 
money) behind solar for their community. 
During the election, both parties committed  
to priority funding to build solar thermal in  
Port Augusta - success! 

We also saw a US solar thermal company 
express interest in building six solar thermal 
plants in South Australia, starting in Port 
Augusta. Now it’s up to Jay Weatherill, the SA 
Premier, to commit to buying solar thermal 
power in the upcoming tender. 

To make sure Premier Weatherill heard our 
message, we aired an ad on primetime TV, 
spoken by a worker at the old coal station in 
Port Augusta, put a billboard in the CBD, and 
held a snap action on the steps of Parliament 
with 100 South Australians. We’ll be keeping up 
the pressure in 2017 with politician meetings, a 
state-wide vote into solar thermal or gas, and 
continued media presence.

VISIONS FOR 
LATROBE VALLEY
In 2016 AYCC began working with young people in the Latrobe 
Valley, empowering them to take action on global warming  
and create a vision for their community beyond coal. This work 
has become even more important with the announcement  
of the closure of Hazelwood Power Station in March 2017.  
Our thoughts are with the workers and community through  
this time.

In July, we held a 2-day summit with 120 high school students from ten schools 
throughout the Latrobe Valley. Since July the students have been super busy.  
They have been involved in EPA air pollution meetings, waste audits in their schools, 
meeting with the Victorian Minister for Climate Change, Energy and the Environment, 
and participated in the Earthworker Walk for renewable energy. 

Students collected the visions of 1000 students in the Valley and have been key media 
spokes through the coal closure.



In 2016 AYCC and Seed directly empowered 350 young people through 
a combination of national, state and regional training camps. Training 
is core to our campaigns because it gives young people the skills, 
confidence and networks they need to make a difference. 

Volunteers and their staff mentors held seven state training camps where participants learnt about 
climate science and solutions, communication, leadership, problem-solving, campaign planning 
and implementation - the skills they need to deliver AYCC and Seed’s campaigns. 

To build leadership through our network, the Climate Leaders training program brought together 
40 AYCC and Seed coordinators for weekly webinars, and two training summits, to build their 
confidence and skills to lead other volunteers in their state. 

We also conducted a comprehensive evaluation of our training program to date, pulling out 
lessons and overcoming long term challenges. We will take these lessons into 2017 as we hold 
a national Power Shift, bigger state training camps, integrate more online learning and grow our 
grassroots network. Over the next 3 years we hope to train more than 1000 young leaders across 
the country, supersizing the impact of our climate campaigns.

TRAINING

BUILDING A 
MOVEMENT
2016 has been a big year for 
AYCC volunteers. After a hugely 
successful training program in 
2015, branches across the country 
were skilled and ready to take 
on 2016, starting with launch 
parties and university O-Weeks 
in February, right through to 
Westpac branch weeks and AGMs 
in December. Volunteers are the 
backbone of the AYCC, and during 
a very busy year stayed focused, 
continued to grow and learnt  
so much.

To build an even more powerful movement, 
capable of taking on the challenges of a 
changing climate, we did a comprehensive 
review of AYCC’s grassroots model. From 
how do we decentralise our network, to 
growing our branches, and developing more 
leaders, we hope to organise for long-term 
power and do what it takes to build the future 
we want. Both our grassroots coordinators 
and our staff are very excited to implement 
this transition in 2017.

Meet James
James Dagher is the NSW state co-
coordinator who has led the NSW branch for 
the past 12 months. James is a civil engineer 
and a surf lifesaver who works part-time 
for the NSW Government, supporting NSW 
volunteers on his days off. James has grown 
the NSW branch to support regional groups in 
Newcastle, Western Sydney and Wollongong, 
as well as leading the charge against Westpac 
at their HQ. James is just one of many 
committed young people who continue to 
lead and take strategic action with AYCC once 
they leave university and enter the workforce.



MEDIA  
AND  
ONLINE
Over the year we reached a  
total of 2 million people online 
through all our platforms, with our 
messages holding the fossil fuel 
industry and the government to 
account, and making a complex 
issue easy to understand.

Live Facebook videos connected supporters 
online to an action anywhere in the country. 
Twitter continued to be a great way to reach 
journalists and influential supporters. We grew 
on other platforms too - both Instagram and 
Snapchat have been great for reaching young 
audiences, recruiting volunteers and sharing 
our stories.

After three years, we upgraded the AYCC 
website to be mobile-friendly, action-oriented 
and reflective of all our areas of work. We have 
a lower than industry average bounce rate on 
our page. 

AYCC and Seed increased our media reach 
in 2016, with 179 media mentions and our 
issues having high media coverage. During the 
election, AYCC volunteers got plenty of local 
media for their creative actions. From Barnaby 
Joyce’s electorate, to youth radio, to online 
outlets - young people were well represented 
in the climate conversation.

On a state level, the Queensland team are the 
go-to media spokespeople when something 
happens with Adani in the sunshine state, 
always sure to provide a colourful backdrop 
at an action at Parliament House. In South 
Australia, Dan Spencer (Repower Port Augusta 
campaigner) was a key spokesperson in the SA 
blackout, championing renewable energy. 

•  REACHED 2 MILLION  
PEOPLE ONLINE

•  1 MILLION  
VIDEO VIEWS

•  200 MEDIA HITS
•  2016 WAS THE  

YEAR OF VIDEOS,  
FISH COSTUMES  
AND MEMES

STAFF AND 
VOLUNTEERS
A big thank you to our talented state coordinators at AYCC and Seed: 
Lovisa Muyderman, Phoebe Rountree, James Ha, Holly Dawson, Jackie Cocker, Freya Keam, 
David Cazzulino, James Dagher, Mika Moriyama, Mary-Clare Woodforde, Ngaire Sidhu, Kirsty 
Lightfoot, Murrawah Johnson, Lia Yorkston, Wilfred Reuben, Luama Fuller, Paul Gorrie, Corina 
Ritchie, Amethyst Downing, Zac Romagnoli-Townsend, Madeline Wells, Vanessa Farrelly, 
Staycee Charles, Nathan Kropinyeri, Scott McDinny, Nicholas Fitzpatrick and Mark Munnich.

Our wonderful staff:  
Kirsty Albion, Amelia Telford, Gemma Marshall, Kelly Mackenzie, Julie Hirsch, Jackie Colmar, 
Larissa Baldwin, Tom Reddington, Alicia Robitaille, Tracey Martinovich, Luke Sweet, Daniel 
Spencer, Millie Anthony, Laura Melville, Amy Gordon, Neneh Darwin, Laura Sykes, Jesse Mentha, 
Liv Metter, Shani Cain, Nicole Hutton and Nayuka Gorrie. 

A big thanks also to our talented monthly donor calling team:  
Angus Dowell, Milly Sundgren, Correa Driscoll, Bridget Lea, Anna Bechler, Marie Lakey, Amina 
Saikal, Remy Barua and Liam Gleeson, Emma Horsburgh, Angela Christian-Wilkes, Paul Gorrie, 
Laura Perri, Emilia Baudelaire, Clayton Simpson, Sai Whelan, Jordan Wimbis, Naomi Ball  
and Isadora Strong.

Our supportive mentor and facilitator extraordinaires:  
Karrina Nolan and Holly Hammond. 

And our amazing board in 2016: Claire Snyder, Bronwyn Lee, Tom Dreyfus,  
Lucy Manne, Nathan Brennan, David Pitts, Renee Carr and Ebony Bennett.



Gemma Plesman
The AYCC catapulted me into the world of social change and sparked a 
life-long passion for taking action on climate change. I owe everything 
that I am and all that I do to the skills and knowledge I gained through 
AYCC trainings. I learnt more about myself and what drives people 
to take action through personal narrative workshops; helped recruit 
people to the movement by delving into the theories of change 
workshop; became a motivated leader and manager by participating in 
project management and team building workshops all with AYCC.

It’s hard to highlight just one favourite moment with AYCC: team 
building bootcamps, creating life-long friends, networking, developing 
complex strategies, campaigning, chanting, presenting youth 
leadership and climate workshops, planning actions and being creative. 

I am currently the Queensland Campaign manager with The 
Wilderness Society and could not imagine being in a position where I 
am responsible for designing and overseeing complex strategy without 
the deep transformative experiences I have had with the AYCC.

Jem Bamford
I currently work as the Campaigns Facilitator at the Climate Action 
Network Australia, facilitating national climate strategy with CANA’s 
member groups all around the country. 

I started what has become my career in the climate movement, when I 
joined the AYCC as a volunteer in 2009. In my first few years at the AYCC, 
I jumped in the deep end to try my hand at whatever was needed – from 
training, to organising events, to volunteer management. 

In this way, the AYCC provides young people with a support base to 
learn ‘on-the-job’, with ownership and autonomy and the ability to 
make a real impact in their chosen role, more so than at any other 
place I can think of. I left the AYCC in 2016 with a wealth of hands-
on experience, fantastic networks in the climate movement, and the 
confidence in myself to achieve anything. 

WHERE ARE  
THEY NOW?

SUPPORTERS
2016 was a huge year, and it 
wouldn’t have been possible 
without the generous support of 
our donors, partners and sponsors. 
We want to thank you for backing 
our movement. We deeply value 
your commitment to working with 
us for climate justice.

Thank you to the Purves Environmental Fund, 
who have been a strong and committed 
supporter of the AYCC since 2008. Your 
continued support, advice and funding has 
allowed the AYCC to continue growing in both 
size and impact. We cannot thank you enough.

To our principal funders, thank you for your 
continued confidence in our vision for a more 
just and sustainable future. Thank you to: 
Mullum Trust, Pace Foundation, Future Super, 
Platinum Cables Pty Ltd, Diana and Brian 
Snape AM, Margaret Henderson, Colin Brown, 
the NR Peace and Justice Fund, the Madden 
Sainsbury Foundation, the Duggan Foundation 
and the Melliodora fund as a sub fund of the 
Australian Communities Foundation.

A huge thank you to those who helped our 
training and campaigns hit some incredible 
milestones this year, and have a huge 
impact on our climate. Thank you to: the 
Max Fabre Foundation, Ann Miller, Ross 
Knowles, Stephen Whatley, the Robert Hicks 
Foundation, managed by Equity Trustees, 
the Fairer Futures Fund as a sub fund of the 
Australian Communities Foundation, and the 
Garry White Foundation.

To those who supported the Seed Indigenous 
Youth Climate Network, thank you to: 
The McKinnon Family Foundation, Oxfam 
Australia, 350.org, Stephen Whately, the Sir 
James McNeill Trust, Perpetual Foundation 
- B. U. Andrews Family Endowment, the 
Pratt Family Foundation, BB & A Miller as 
a sub fund of the Australian Communities 
Foundation, Wagga Wagga Presentation 

Sisters, Max Smith, City of Darwin, Australia 
Post, Victorian Council of Social Services for 
the Ben Bodna Award, Tony Birch as well as 
numerous private donors. 

Thank you to all those who have supported 
the Switched on Schools program grow 
from strength to strength this year: Earth 
Hour, WWF, Warringah Council, Bankstown 
Council and Taronga Zoo,  Adelaide City 
Council, Gippsland Regional Center of 
Expertise on Education for Sustainable 
Development,  Gippsland Climate Change 
Network, Gippsland Waste and Resource 
Recovery Group VIC, Earth Worker Collective, 
Voices of the Valley, Parramatta Council, 
Fremantle and Cockburn councils, the Besen 
Family Foundation, Oxfam Australia; Andrew’s 
Foundation, Boroondara City Council, 
Dandenong, Moonee Valley and Maribyrnong 
Councils, Launceston City Council, Hobart 
City Council and the Youth in Philanthropy 
Program, managed by the Lord Mayor’s 
Charitable Foundation.

To all of our ‘Champions of Change’ monthly 
donors, we want to say a massive thank you 
for your reliable support - not only do you 
allow us to be independent and nimble, you 
keep our funding base sustainable. 

As a movement focused on climate justice, 
we only accept funding from sources and 
individuals that align with our values. We hold 
these relationships very close and want to thank 
everyone for their commitment to building a 
movement for climate justice with us.
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