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It has been well publicised that cuts to the 
Renewable Energy Target (RET) threaten 
the creation of thousands of new clean 
energy jobs in Australia. 

This will adversely affect thousands of 
students studying renewable energy 
courses at TAFE and University, at a time 
when youth unemployment has climbed to 
14.1%, the highest it has been since 2001. 

In the past two months the Australian 
Youth Climate Coalition (AYCC) has spoken 
to more than 100 students studying for a 
job in the renewable energy industry, and 
asked them to share their views on the RET.  

According to our survey of renewable energy students:

  80% think the Federal Govement  
should increase the RET

  18% think the Federal Govement  
should keep RET at the current level
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We spoke to students from New South Wales, South Australia, 

Queensland, Western Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and the 

Australian Capital Territory. The respondents were students or recent 

graduates of a wide range of courses at 18 different TAFEs and 

universities. Some of the students are studying to be electricians 

with qualifications in installing and connecting solar panels, others 

are studying to be renewable engineers and some are undertaking 

Masters and PhDs in the field of renewable energy.

What the students said:

“More renewable energy investment will help me get a clean energy 

job and realise my dream.”

- Kaimu Qiao, Master of Engineering Science in PV and Solar Energy, 

University of New South Wales.

The results of our survey showed a strong concern amongst students 

about the impact of Federal Government policy on their future. 91% 

of respondents thought that the Federal Government’s current stance 

towards renewable energy was likely to harm investment, while 90% 

thought that if the Government increased investment in renewable 

energy, their prospects of getting a job in the future would increase. 

This is leading some students to consider if they’ll have to move 

overseas to be able to work in renewable energy.

“If the Government cuts the RET they’ll be taking away Australia’s 

opportunity to innovate and move beyond coal and gas. Cuts to the 

RET would put my future at risk and take away a great opportunity to 

boost regional communities like my home town of Tamworth.”  

- Ben Godden, University of Newcastle. 

More than 80% of students surveyed thought that the Federal 

Government should increase the target while 18% thought the 

target should be maintained at its current level. 94% of the students 

thought the renewable energy industry had the potential to grow 

beyond it’s current size.

“I would really like to work 

in Australia and contribute 

to my home country, but if 

the Government cuts the 

Renewable Energy Target I 

will be forced to look for a job 

overseas.” 

Frances Christodoulou, 

Renewable Energy  

Engineering Student,  

University of New South Wales.

The students

1 Brotherhood of St Lawrence, September 2014. 
http://createsend.com/trF9503052380D766D2540EF23F30FEDED

91% of respondents 

thought that the Federal 

Government’s current 

stance towards renewable 

energy was likely to harm 

investment
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Reducing the RET would put thousands of new clean energy jobs 

at risk. According to modelling conducted by ROAM consulting for 

the Clean Energy Council, the renewable energy industry employed 

more than 21,000 people at the start of 2014, and if the target is 

maintained at 41,000GWH, another 18,000 jobs will be created in 

the industry. The same modelling shows the impact of any reduction 

in the RET on jobs: 

•	 If the Government abolishes the RET, Australia would miss out 

on 11,800 jobs

•	 If the Government cuts the target by 64% (the so-called ‘real 

20%’), Australia would miss out on 6,200 jobs

Cuts to the RET would impact creation of new jobs across Australia, 

the below table from the Clean Energy Council shows a state by 

state breakdown of existing clean energy jobs. The states with the 

highest job numbers have the most jobs at risk if the RET is cut.

Table 1: Renewable Energy Jobs at Beginning of 2014  

By State and Technology2

I hope to continue working and 

developing the renewable energy 

industry as a career path in 

Australia, but i feel this might not 

be possible with the severe lack 

of investment the government 

currently shows. At the very least 

it will be a lot harder to maintain 

a career within the industry with 

the RET gone” 

Alex Binns, currently working as 

a solar installer and completing 

further study at TAFE.

The facts

VIC 620 2060 475 130 400 15 3700

NSW 755 2170 205 745 510 25 4410

QLD 5 4630 190 110 1420 190 6545

SA 1040 2205 45 0 65 20 3375

TAS 100 485 10 380 15 0 990

WA 160 1155 160 5 100 35 1615

ACT 0 275 5 0 15 0 295

NT 0 75 10 0 5 5 95

Total 2680 13,055 1100 1370 2530 290 21,025
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2. Clean Energy Council, Briefing Paper -  
The Impact of Cutting the RET on State Jobs and Investment, 2014.
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Tindo Solar

Investment in renewable energy creates opportunities for jobs in 

places with high levels of unemployment. One such place is the 

northern suburbs of Adelaide, which has a youth unemployment 

rate of 19.7%3. Australia’s only solar PV manufacturer Tindo Solar 

currently employs 30 people in the northern suburbs of Adelaide, 

and according to manager Richard Inwood, “If the RET stays as it 

is we can grow from one shift to three shifts within two years, and 

employ 100 people, mostly who are under 30.”

This case study demonstrates the potential for new manufacturing 

jobs to be created in an area where new job opportunities are few.

First Solar’s Nyngan & Broken Hill Solar PV Plants

Renewable energy investment creates new jobs both in rural Australia 

and in Australia’s more traditional manufacturing centres like Geelong, 

which are also currently facing high youth unemployment.

During the construction of First Solar’s Nyngan & Broken Hill Solar PV, 

4504 people are expected to be employed. The project will also use 

local manufacturers in Geelong and Adelaide at IXL Solar, who employ 

up to 40 people in their factories. IXL’s 4 factories have traditionally 

been used for the automotive industry, renewable energy projects 

like this one are providing opportunities for regions that have been 

affected by challenges facing the automotive industry.

Case studies

“Australians pride ourselves 

on being leaders and Australia 

should be leading in renewable 

energy, not dragging our feet”

Tracey Martinovich,  

Renewable Energy Engineering 

Student Murdoch, WA.

“I wish to voice the general 

opinion of many of my fellow 

students that by reducing the 

current RET, the Government 

would be putting thousands of 

current jobs and possible future 

investments in jeopardy.” 

Amit Chopra,  

Renewable Energy Engineering 

Student, University of New 

South Wales.

3. Brotherhood of Saint Lawrence 
4. “Industry and Development and Job Creation in Australia”, First Solar, 2014.
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Conclusion 

Young people are key stakeholders  
in the RET debate, both in terms of the 
intergenerational impact of climate change 
and the thousands of new jobs that  
are at risk. 

The case for action on climate change 
is clear: support for renewable energy is 
overwhelming, and youth unemployment 
is high. The Federal Government should 
support young people who are gaining the 
skills to transition Australia to an economy 
powered by clean energy by committing to:

•	Not reduce the current RET

•	Significantly increase the target  
beyond 2030

•	Legislate that future reviews of the RET 
only consider increasing the target



The AYCC is one of Australia’s largest youth-run organisations, with more 
than 100,000 members. We educate, inspire, and empower young people 
to take action on climate change. To find out more, go to aycc.org.au 

Printed on 100% post-consumer waste.


