
As young people we reject 
the Treasurer’s latest 
Intergenerational Report. It 
inadequately deals with the 
single biggest threat facing the 
next generation - climate change. 

Refusing to deal with climate 
change and continuing to fund 
fossil fuel companies leaves a far 
greater debt for future generations 
than what appears in this latest 
Intergenerational Report. 

The 2010 report by the previous 
government demonstrated 
that “a failure to act on climate 
change would leave our GDP 8 
percent worse off by 2100”. This 
is a major economic impact, yet it 
is a measure that doesn’t account 
for the local and global human 
costs of inaction.

If young people had a say in the 
world they are going to inherit, it 
would look more like:

Our Intergenerational Report
If the Government’s Intergenerational Report was written by young people, this is what it would say. 

Rapidly moving beyond fossil fuels. 
Our politicians are obsessed with coal, but they are 
well out of step with the rest of the world who are 
rapidly moving away from this dirty polluting fossil 
fuel. To assure that we stay below 2 degrees of warming 
(which the Direct Action1 plan will not achieve), 90% of 
Australian coal must stay in the ground.2 The EU, India 
and China3 are all seeking clean alternatives. Not taking 
advantage of this new economy and new jobs, is a huge 
economic risk and sets us up as laggers on a global scale

An economy powered by 100% clean renewable 
energy.  
That means a more ambitious Renewable Energy Target 
to encourage investment, and support for communities 
who want to quit fossil fuels and be powered by the 
enormous resources of the sun and the wind. Since 
this government came to office they have created 
devastating uncertainty in the clean energy industry 
with threats to cut the Renewable Energy Target - jobs, 
small businesses and Australians have suffered.

Stop handing subsidies and tax breaks to big 
polluters.  
We could go a long way in improving government 
expenditure if we stopped handing out cash to big 
polluters. Each year, big businesses receive $4 billion4 
dollars in taxpayer dollars - money that could go to 
safeguarding our communities from the impacts of 
climate change.  
 
Commit to ambitious cuts in pollution and funding for 
developing countries in Paris, our fair part in a deal to 
limit warming below 1.5 degrees.  
Australia plays an influential role in global climate 
negotiations, we need to be leaders to ensure a fair, 
ambitious and binding global approach to climate change. 
One that ensures that our brothers and sisters in the 
Torres Strait and the Pacific don’t have to face continued 
worsening king tides that destroy land and culture.
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