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CAM
PAIGN IDEA

Campaign ideas  
•	 We	support	solar	at	our	school	to	take	

action	on	climate	change

•	 We	support	divesting	our	school	from	
fossil	fuels	to	take	action	on	climate	
change

•	 We	support	reducing	energy	use	at	our	
school	to	take	action	on	climate	change		

Energy

Why is this important?
Australia	is	heavily	reliant	on	dirty	fossil	fuels	
to	power	our	industry,	homes	and	lives.	90%	
of	electricity	in	Australia	comes	from	these	
sources,	releasing	carbon	dioxide	into	our	
atmosphere	and	causing	climate	change.	
But	there	is	an	alternative!	Australia	can	be	
powered	by	100%	renewable	energy	-	and	
it	comes	from	the	sky	and	wind!	It	is	more	
economical	and,	more	importantly,	it	is	
environmentally	friendly!

What do you want people 
to do? 
Get	students	to	support	renewable	and	
efficient	energy	use

Install solar panels at your school

Power	your	school	off	the	grid	by	installing	
solar	panels.	Solar	panels	create	electricity	
from	the	sun’s	rays	and	produce	no	carbon	
emissions.		

Divest your school from fossil fuels

Does	your	school’s	bank	support	fossil	fuel	
projects?	Many	banks	do	and	this	allows	
more	and	more	fossil	fuel	projects	to	get	
supported,	producing	more	and	more	
carbon	emissions.		Raise	awareness	and	get	
your	school	to	use	a	bank	that	doesn’t	fund	
fossil	fuels.						

Reduce energy use at your school

Through	making	your	school’s	energy	use	
more	efficient	you	can	play	a	big	role	in	
reducing	your	schools	carbon	emissions.	
Get	students	to	support	the	installation	of	
energy	saving	devices,	as	well	as	turning	off	
and	reducing	use	of	appliances.

CAMPAIGN example 
The	Enviro	Team	at	Kelly’s	school	ran	a	
campaign	to	switch	their	school	to	a	more	
sustainable	model	by	installing	solar	panels.	
They	promoted	their	campaign	to	students	
through	presenting	in	assembly	and	ran	
a	lunchtime	stall.		Students	showed	their	
support	by	signing	onto	the	campaign	and	
joining	the	team.

Then	the	Enviro	Team	organised	a	Solar	
Carnival!		They	created	colourful	posters	
and	local	business	donated	food	and	prizes.	
A	band	played,	a	circus	group	performed	
and	the	students	wore	bright	costumes.		
The	carnival	raised	awareness	and	got	
students,	teachers	and	parents	on-board	
the	campaign.	The	school’s	office	then	took	
over	the	task	of	fundraising	and	eventually	
installing	the	solar	panels!		The	Enviro	
Team’s	campaign	raised	awareness	and	
brought	the	school	community	together	to	
take	action	on	climate	change.		
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Biodiversity

CAM
PAIGN IDEA

Campaign ideas  
•	 We	support	tree	planting	around	our	

school	to	protect	local	biodiversity	and	
take	action	on	climate	change

•	 We	support	regenerating	local	
ecosystems	around	our	school	to	
combat	climate	change

•	 We	support	protecting	the	Great	Barrier	
Reef	from	climate	destruction

Biodiversity

Why is this important?
Biodiversity	is	the	word	used	to	describe	
the	amazing	variety	of	plants,	animals	and	
ecosystems	on	our	planet.	Climate	change	is	
predicted	to	be	the	greatest	long-term	threat	
to	biodiversity!	The	most	at-risk	ecosystems	
are	alpine,	rainforest,	costal	as	well	as	
ecosystems	with	low	water	availability.	When	
biodiversity	is	under	threat,	the	planet’s	
ecosystems	are	more	likely	to	be	destroyed	
and	many	plants	and	animals	are	at	extreme	
risk	of	becoming	endangered	–	or	extinct!

For	example,	sea	turtles	are	under	threat	
because	climate	change	is	heating	up	sand	
temperatures,	where	they	lay	their	eggs.	
The	sand	temperature	determines	the	sex	of	
the	baby	turtle.	Cooler	sand	=	male	turtles.	
Hotter	sand	=	female	turtles.	So	because	
of	the	hotter	sand	more	female	turtles	are	
being	born	than	males,	which	may	ultimately	
result	in	the	extinction	of	sea	turtles	when	
there	are	too	few	males	to	breed	with!

What do you want people 
to do? 
Get	students	to	support	protecting	
biodiversity	locally	and/or	around	Australia

Restore ecosystems around your school 
Plant	local	and	native	trees	around	your	
school.	The	trees	will	not	only	support	
the	local	ecosystem,	they	will	also	absorb	
carbon	pollution.	You	can	also	regenerate	
local	ecosystems	to	become	resilient	to	
climate	change.

Protect the Great Barrier Reef 
While	rising	ocean	temperatures	are	killing	
the	Great	Barrier	Reef,	it	is	also	under	threat	
from	plans	to	build	the	world’s	biggest	coal	
ports.	Raise	awareness	in	your	school,	get	
students	to	pledge	their	support	and	target	
key	decision	makers	to	protect	the	reef!

CAMPAIGN example 
Liv	and	her	school’s	climate	action	group	
decided	to	raise	awareness	about	the	
threats	to	reef.	They	created	a	“Save	the	
Reef”	campaign	calling	on	their	local	
Member	of	Parliament	(MP)	to	take	action.		
Students	learned	about	the	campaign	
through	presentations	in	year	level	
assemblies	and	lots	of	them	began	to	
sign	up	and	together	they	planned	a	Reef	
Awareness	Day.	

The	key	activity	on	the	day	was	painting	a	
colourful	reef	banner	at	lunchtime.	Over	
80%	of	students	and	teachers	wrote	why	
they	cared	about	the	reef	and	painted	their	
favourite	reef	creature	on	the	banner.	The	
group	then	presented	the	colourful	banner	
and	petition	to	their	local	MP.		The	MP	was	
thrilled	with	the	passion	and	commitment	
showed	by	the	students	to	the	cause!
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CAM
PAIGN IDEA

Campaign ideas  
We	support	lowering	carbon	emission	to	
protect	Pacific	Islanders	from	sea	level	rise

We	support	everyone	having	access	to	
healthy	food	through	action	on	climate	
change

Climate justice

Why is this important?
Climate	change	is	already	having	the	
biggest	impact	on	those	who	are	already	
maraganilized	around	the	globe.	Increases	
in	extreme	weather	such	as	storms,	floods	
and	drought	are	reaping	havoc	on	people’s	
access	to	food!	

Sea	level	rise	threatens	to	inundate	pacific	
islands,	destroying	land,	culture	and	
creating	thousands	of	refugees.	Large	scale	
fossil	fuel	mines	continue	to	be	built	on	
indigenous	peoples	land,	destroying	this	
land	and	eradicating	traditional	way	of	life.		
Unless	we	take	action,	climate	change	is	
expected	to	make	an	additional	50	million	
people	hungry	by	2050.		

What do you want people 
to do? 
What	do	you	want	people	to	do?

Get	students	to	support	just	and	sustainable	
solutions	to	climate	change

Raise awareness for Pacific Islanders at 
your school  

Pacific	island	nations	are	tiny	in	compared	
to	the	world’s	population,	yet	they	are	at	
risk	of	their	islands	being	swallowed	by	
rising	seas.	Raise	awareness	about	the	plight	
of	their	culture	and	tell	government	and	
business	decision	makers	to	take	action.

Hold a hunger banquet

Climate	change	is	increasing	hunger	across	
the	globe.	Hold	a	hunger	banquet	at	your	
school	to	educate	students	about	the	plight	
of	people	living	in	developing	countries	that	
are	going	hungry.

CAMPAIGN example  
Mathew	and	a	group	of	friends	wanted	
to	educate	their	school	about	the	impact	
climate	change	was	having	on	making	
millions	of	people	go	hungry	across	the	
globe.	They	started	a	climate	change	
hunger	campaign	to	encourage	students	
to	take	action	in	reducing	their	carbon	
footprints.	As	a	campaign	event,	the	group	
planned	a	hunger	banquet!	The	canteen	
was	closed	on	the	banquet	day,	and	
students	all	went	to	the	oval	where	they	
drew	a	number	from	1-3,	which	determined	
their	meal	and	where	they	got	to	sit.	

Those	with	a	1	received	some	rice	and	a	
piece	of	lettuce,	sitting	on	the	ground.	
Those	with	a	2	represented	the	middle	
class,	receiving	a	schnitzel	roll	and	drink.	
The	elite	were	seated	at	a	table,	waited	on	
for	a	full	three	course	meal.		Most	of	the	
students	received	a	number	1	to	reflect	the	
amount	of	the	world’s	population	whose	
access	to	food	is	threatened	by	climate	
change.	After	lunch,	Mathew	and	his	group	
explained	how	this	lunch	simulated	people’s	
access	to	food	across	the	world;	millions	
are	going	hungry	and	climate	change	is	
making	this	worse!	The	group	got	250	
students	to	sign	onto	their	petition	to	lower	
their	carbon	emission	that	day!		
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PAIGN IDEA

Campaign ideas  
•	 We	support	sourcing	local	food	at	our	

school	to	take	action	on	climate	change	
to	ensure	everyone	has	enough	food

•	 We	support	growing	our	own	food	in	
order	to	take	action	on	climate	change	
by	reducing	the	school’s	food	miles

•	 We	support	everybody	across	the	planet	
having	access	to	food	through	taking	
action	on	climate	change

Food

Why is this important?
Have	you	ever	thought	about	the	emissions	
produced	during	the	production	of	
your	food?	It	might	not	be	obvious	but	
think	about	how	your	food	is	getting	
from	the	farmer	to	you!	Food	miles	are	
a	measurement	of	the	environmental	
impact	of	transporting	food	from	growers	
(farmers)	to	consumers	(you).	The	
estimated	greenhouse	gas	emissions	
from	transporting	the	25	most	common	
supermarket	items	each	day	is	the	
equivalent	of	2,830	cars	driving	for	a	whole	
year.	And	that’s	just	for	one	shopping	basket	
of	25	items!

What do you want people 
to do? 
Get	students	to	support	sourcing	food	
locally

Start a kitchen garden at your school

Reduce	food	miles	by	growing	your	own	
food.		Show	your	school	that	students	care	
about	souring	their	food	locally	and	are	
willing	to	manage	the	veggie	garden.		

Hold a hunger banquet

Climate	change	is	increasing	hunger	across	
the	globe.	Hold	a	hunger	banquet	at	your	
school	to	educate	students	about	the	plight	
of	people	living	in	developing	countries	that	
are	going	hungry	and	how	they	can	take	
action	through	sourcing		food	that	is	local.		

Campaign example

Paul	couldn’t	believe	how	much	of	his	food	
was	coming	from	miles	away.	Even	things	
like	apples	and	bananas,	stuff	that	grows	
in	Australia,	were	being	imported	from	
overseas	–	creating	so	many	emissions!

CAMPAIGN example  
Paul	couldn’t	believe	how	much	of	his	food	
was	coming	from	miles	away.	Even	things	
like	apples	and	bananas,	stuff	that	grows	
in	Australia,	were	being	imported	from	
overseas	–	creating	so	many	emissions!

He	learnt	that	one	of	the	best	ways	to	tackle	
this	problem	was	to	support	local	food.	
It	can’t	get	more	local	than	if	you	grow	it	
yourself!	Building	a	vegie	patch	sounded	
like	the	perfect	task	for	Paul’s	Green	Team	
campaign	to	“reduce	food	miles	to	take	
action	on	climate	change”.

The	team	distributed	flyers	explaining	
food	miles	and	how	they	relate	to	climate	
change.	Soon	they	had	more	school	mates	
signing	their	petition	and	volunteering	with	
the	veggie	patch	campaign!	The	team	of	
committed	students	explained	their	veggie	
patch	plan	to	their	Principal	who	not	only	
gave	them	permission,	but	was	so	impressed	
that	students	were	signing	the	Green	
Team’s	petition	that	she	organised	for	some	
teachers	to	support	the	group	too!

A	big	part	of	the	schoolyard	was	set	aside,	
the	group	organised	donated	seeds	and	
seedlings	and	then	held	a	massive	working	
bee	to	set	the	veggie	patch	up.	With	the	help	
of	students	and	teachers,	everything	was	
planted	and	the	veggie	patch	was	complete!
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Campaign ideas  
•	 We	support	human	powered	transport	

to	travel	to	our	school	in	order	to	take	
action	on	climate	change

•	 We	support	car-share	to	travel	to	our	
school	in	order	to	take	action	on	climate	
change

•	 We	support	improved	public	transport	
to	our	school	in	order	to	take	action	on	
climate	change

Transport

Why is this important?
It’s	estimated	that	40%	of	secondary	
school	students	are	driven	to	school	in	a	
private	vehicle.	Just	think	of	how	much	
CO2	is	being	released	into	the	atmosphere	
because	of	this!	There	are	so	many	other	
options	which	are	more	environmentally	
friendly	(and	fun!)	ways	of	getting	to	and	
from	school,	and	could	help	improve	your	
health	to!	Walking,	cycling,	scooters,	skating	
and	public	transport	are	all	better	options	
for	the	environment.

What do you want people 
to do? 
Get	students	at	your	school	to	support	
sustainable	transport

Ride, skate, walk or run to your school

Not	only	will	this	reduce	carbon	(road	
transport	=	12%	of	Australia’s	emissions),	it	
is	also	a	great	way	to	stay	healthy	and	have	
fun.

Car-share to your school

If	private	cars	are	the	only	transport	route	
to	school	-	introduce	a	care	share	scheme,	
where	students	that	live	close	by	share	rides	
to	schools.		This	reduces	the	emissions	of	
two	cars	to	one!

Improve public transport to your school

Lack	of	quality,	safe	and	reliable	public	
transport	encourages	students	to	use	
carbon	intensive	private	cars	to	get	to	
school.		Improved	public	transport	allows	
students	to	get	out	of	cars	and	reduce	their	
carbon	footprints.

CAMPAIGN example  
Sam	and	his	school’s	climate	action	group	
were	already	passionate	about	reducing	
their	school	carbon	emissions,	but	they	
wanted	to	get	more	students	to	realise	how	
easy	it	was	to	take	action.		They	created	a	
campaign	for	students	to	support	human	
powered	transport	to	school.	

They	launched	it	through	“Wheel	to	school	
Wednesday”	where	any	student	who	cycled	
to	school	received	a	free	breakfast.	They	
put	posters	around	school	and	held	a	
lunchtime	‘stunt	show’	to	promote	it	and	
had	50	new	students	sign	their	petition!	The	
team	also	contacted	local	media,	who	ran	
a	story	about	it	in	the	paper,	and	even	got	
the	local	Mayor	to	attend.		The	event	was	a	
great	success	with	over	200	students	riding	
their	bikes.		The	mayor	was	so	impressed	
she	decided	to	help	the	school	get	funding	
to	install	more	bike	racks	so	even	more	
students	could	ride	to	school	everyday.		
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Campaign ideas  
•	 We	support	Reducing,	Reusing	and	

Recycling	at	our	school	to	take	action	on	
climate	change

•	 We	support	composting	at	our	school	to	
take	action	on	climate	change

•	 We	support	Re-fashion	at	our	school	to	
take	action	on	climate	change	

Waste

Why is this important?
Did	you	know	that	all	waste	materials	
represent	an	investment	of	energy,	water,	
soil	and	other	natural	resources?	They	
also	produce	greenhouse	gases	such	as	
methane,	which	is	21	times	as	powerful	
as	carbon	dioxide	as	a	greenhouse	gas!	
Chopping	trees	down	to	make	things	
like	paper	and	cardboards	and	mining	
for	resources	to	make	things	like	plastics,	
acrylic	clothing	and	aluminium	cans	all	
increase	the	amount	of	greenhouse	gases	
that	end	up	in	the	atmosphere,	fuelling	the	
climate	crisis.	At	current	levels	of	waste	
disposal	worldwide,	we	are	running	out	
of	space	to	put	it	all	so	large	amounts	are	
dumped	into	the	world’s	oceans,	killing	
more	marine	wildlife	every	year!

What do you want people to do? 
Get	students	to	support	reusing,	recycling	and	
reducing	at	your	school!

Recycle at your school 
Recycling	can	play	a	big	role	in	reducing	your	
school’s	carbon	footprint.		Recycled	paper	saves	
forests	that	absorb	carbon	emissions.		Recycling	
plastics	reduces	the	large	amounts	of	crude	oils,	
bleaches	and	acidic	gases	that	go	into	making	new	
plastics.	Over	90%	of	old	phones	can	be	recycled,	
so	organising	a	mobile	muster	can	help	reduce	
deforestation	from	mining	rare	metals	and	carbon	
through	transportation.

Composting at your school 
Composting	food	matter	at	your	school	greatly	
reduces	methane	production	in	landfill	–	a	very	
potent	greenhouse	gas!		Composted	matter	can	be	
used	to	grow	food	and	plants	at	your	school!		

Re-fashion your school 
Swapping	and	reusing	clothes	reduces	the	
environmental	impact	of	quickly	produced	and	
quickly	thrown	away	clothes.	The	natural	resources	
for	fabrics,	the	energy	intensive	machinery	as	well	
as	the	large	amounts	of	crude	oils,	bleaches	and	
acidic	gases	that	go	into	making	clothes	are	all	part	
of	this	problem.

CAMPAIGN example  
Isobel	and	her	friends	from	school	love	
to	keep	up	with	the	latest	fashions,	but	
recently	found	out	what	a	huge	impact	
clothing	has	on	the	environment.	
Determined	to	reduce	their	fashion	
footprint	and	recycle	old	clothes	for	climate	
justice,	they	decided	to	run	a	re-fashion	
campaign.	They	promoted	their	campaign	
at	assembly	and	students	showed	their	
support	by	signing	up	and	20	attended	the	
first	meeting!	They	organised	a	“Fashion	
swap	day”	to	launch	their	campaign.	

Flyers	were	put	up	throughout	the	school	
and	an	article	in	the	newsletter	promoted	
the	event.	At	the	launch,	over	80	students	
and	parents	brought	garbage	bags	full	
of	old	clothes	and	swapped	them	for	
new	ones!	They	charged	$5	per	bag	and	
their	group	managed	to	raise	$400	to	
put	toward	the	group’s	next	campaign.	
Everyone	thought	the	event	was	such	a	hit	
that	they	decide	to	use	the	money	to	hold	
a	Re-Fashion	parade	to	show	the	schools	
support	for	ethical	clothing	brands!


