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E XECUTIVE SUMMARY

Dear Members and Healthcare Leaders,
More than a year after our world was challenged and changed forever in the face of COVID-19, this
has been a year of resiliency as we collectively rose to the challenges in front of us. Our advocacy
focused on working to create health policy that allows the healthcare community to meet the
needs of our communities.
Despite the challenges of a closed-door session due to the pandemic, our collaborative partnership
of member hospitals and healthcare systems—along with AzHHA’s daily tenacity—have made our
achievements in the 2021 Arizona State Legislature significant. Highlights of this session include:
• Protecting Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) program funding
by increasing the agency’s federal expenditure by $3 billion (SB1096).
• The expansion of telepharmacy for small rural hospitals (SB1604).
• Adjusting reimbursement rates for audio-visual telehealth services
to match rates as in-person visits (HB2454).
• Reducing the administrative burden of prior authorization (HB2621).
It is no surprise that COVID-19 shaped the 2021 legislative session as lawmakers worked to address
challenges encountered or potentially faced by a public health crisis. Within this report, we detail
the legislation related to the coronavirus pandemic including:
• Ensuring healthcare providers are protected by lawsuits stemming from a public
health emergency (SB1377).
• Requiring the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) to include specific
provisions if a crisis standards of care (CSC) plan is adopted (HB2386).
• Allowing in-person clergy visitation at any time of the day, regardless of a hospital’s
visitation policy (HB2575).
As a hospital association, we come together to improve healthcare for the patients, people and
communities in Arizona. Together, our voices are heard, we are stronger and we have great impact.
The pandemic has shown us that we have more work ahead of us to rebuild and maintain a resilient
healthcare system, but for this legislative session, our collective purpose has been well-served.
Thank you for your membership, participation and engagement!
In health,

Ann-Marie Alameddin
President and Chief Executive Officer
Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association
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AzHHA Policy Framework
As key influencers we decide which legislators and bills will
advance our policy priorities. As an industry with great impact,
we move forward as a united front in the hopes of improving
healthcare for the people, patients and communities of Arizona.
AzHHA’s priorities are built upon a policy framework comprised of
five key objectives:
Financial Security and Access to Care

1

Advance fiscal and budgetary policies that provide financial stability for the most
vulnerable hospitals and healthcare systems and that facilitate the ability of AzHHA
members to transition to the future and positively redesign healthcare.

Better Care

2

4

Advance patient-centered policies
that result in improved quality of
care and patient satisfaction.

Better Health

3

Advance policies that will
effectively improve the
health of populations.

Lower Cost
Advance sensible policies that create a more efficient healthcare system
and reduce the rising cost of healthcare.

Innovation and Transformative Healthcare

5

Advance policies that will support AzHHA member hospitals and health systems to
thrive in emerging healthcare markets and successfully respond to transformative
and disruptive healthcare technologies.
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2021 Legislative Agenda
AzHHA’s 2021 legislative agenda builds on our policy framework.
The priorities were set by AzHHA’s policy at the end of 2020, before
the start of the 2021 Legislative Session. Based on the policy
priorities, AzHHA created the following 2021 legislative agenda:

1

Advance legislation to:
 protect AHCCCS programs and funding.
 secure public health emergency civil liability protection.
 codify telehealth payment parity and other requirements
contained in 2020 Executive Orders.
 allow small hospitals to use telepharmacy.
 eliminate duplicate diversion of radiation regulatory
agency fees to state general fund.

2

Ensure members’ interests or concerns were
addressed in legislation relating to
 newborn screening expansion and fees.
 healthcare workplace violence regulations and reporting.
 healthcare liens and collateral source.
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AzHHA Legislative Priorities
AzHHA successfully engaged in the following legislative priorities:
1. Protect $3 billion in AHCCCS programs and funding
SB1096

APPROPRIATION; AHCCCS; CHIP

First Sponsor

Sen. Pace (R-Dist. 25)

In 2020, the legislature curtailed the normal state budgeting process in response to the COVID-19
pandemic. Instead, it passed a “skinny budget” that was nearly identical to the fiscal year (FY)
2019-2020 state budget. Unfortunately, the “skinny budget” did not include sufficient AHCCCS

Effective Date:

March 18, 2021

expenditure authority to account for two items: a 6.2 % increase in the Federal Medical Assistance
Percentage (FMAP) and the increased state hospital assessment.

Increased FMAP: In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the federal government
increased the FMAP by an extra 6.2% to help states manage through the pandemic.
As a condition of receiving the money, states were prohibited from removing anyone
from Medicaid during the pandemic. As a result, AHCCCS enrollment increased by
more than 290,000 when compared to 2019.
Hospital Assessment: The legislature passed HB2668 in 2020 which increased the
state hospital assessment to fund hospital and healthcare provider rate increases.
Because of the abbreviated budgeting process, the AHCCCS budget did not include
expenditure authority for the federal funds used to match that assessment.
Adjustments to one or more parts of the state budget are not uncommon. The change to the AHCCCS
budget entailed making a technical adjustment to the total amount of funds it could spend. The
change required no additional state dollars.
The AHCCCS budget adjustment was placed on an existing senate bill March 1 as a strike-everything
amendment to SB1096 in the House’s Health and Human Services Committee. It was scheduled for
a vote on the house floor on March 11; however, for several hours the bill’s passage was in doubt.
In addition to a possible lack of Republican support, Democrats demanded the bill be amended
to increase the KidsCare eligibility level from 200% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) to 250% FPL.
Ultimately, all Republicans and three Democrats supported the bill allowing it to pass the House
Floor by a vote of 34 ayes to 26 nays on March 9.
AzHHA and other groups strongly supported the measure.
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AzHHA Legislative Priorities
2. Civil liability protection for providers during a public health emergency
SB1377

CIVIL LIABILITY; PUBLIC HEALTH PANDEMIC

First Sponsor

Sen. Leach (R-Dist. 11)

Hospitals and healthcare providers were pushed to the limit responding to the COVID-19 crisis
throughout 2020 and into 2021. While they performed admirably, concern about prospective
lawsuits soon materialized. AzHHA’s top legislative priority was to protect members from potential

Effective Date:

Sept. 29, 2021

lawsuits related to the public health emergency.
Introduced by Sen. Vince Leach, SB1377 was written to protect businesses, governments, health
providers and healthcare institutions from prospective lawsuits related to their response to
COVID-19 occurring between March 11, 2020 and December 30, 2022.
It contained two sections: one focusing on business protection and the other focusing on healthcare
institutions and providers. Under the legislation, a healthcare provider or institution is protected
from civil liability unless the plaintiff can show by clear and convincing evidence that the provider
or institution’s actions or omissions were the result of willful misconduct or gross negligence. A
provider is presumed to act in good faith if they reasonably attempted to comply with applicable
published guidance.

For healthcare institutions and providers, the protections apply to treatment directly
related and unrelated to the public health emergency. The bill was amended in the
Senate’s Judiciary Committee to extend the protection from lawsuits to include all
future public health emergencies, rather than just the period between March 11, 2020
and December 30, 2022.
SB1377 progressed through the legislative process with relatively little fanfare. The bill was
supported by Governor Ducey, the Arizona Chamber of Commerce and many business and
healthcare groups, including AzHHA. It was mainly opposed by the Arizona Trial Lawyers Association
and the American Association of Retired Persons. As a result, the final version of the bill was
supported by the Republican majorities in both the House and the Senate with all Democrats
opposing the measure.

AzHHA | 2021 Legislative Report
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AzHHA Legislative Priorities
3. Improving access and reimbursement for telehealth
HB2454

TELEHEALTH; HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS; REQUIREMENTS

First Sponsor

Rep. Cobb (R-Dist. 5)

Until recently, Arizona law only required

introduced HB2454 to codify in state law

commercial health insurers to cover 10

many of the telehealth provisions included in

specialties. AzHHA successfully led the charge

Governor Ducey’s Executive Orders.

to pass legislation (SB1089) in 2019 to require
commercial health insurers to cover any service
provided by telehealth if they cover the same
service when provided in person. While the
legislation was successful in implementing
coverage parity, it did not address the second
major telehealth policy hurdle, payment parity.
This final hurdle would be addressed by an
unlikely public health emergency.
In response to the COVID-19 crisis in 2020,
Governor Doug Ducey issued a series of
Executive Orders with provisions that:
• required insurers to reimburse hospitals
and healthcare providers at the same rate
as in-person services,

to provide telehealth services so long as
they hold a valid license in their home state.

As introduced, HB2454:

The final provision concerned AzHHA and

• requires non-Employee

other key stakeholders as it could result in

Retirement Income Security

unintended consequences including erosion

Act (ERISA) commercial

of local providers, reduced outpatient volume

insurers reimburse for

and lack of oversight for quality of care.

telehealth services—both
audio-visual and audio-only—

The process of passing HB2454 was complex

at the same rate as in-person

and resulted in significant dissension between

services,

the hospitals and healthcare providers and
insurers; however, the hospital and healthcare
providers were successful in defeating
multiple hostile amendments and were
forced in making one minor concession. The
final version of the bill removed the payment

permit the use of audio-only telephone

parity requirement for audio-only telehealth

encounters and

encounters unless they are related to

services can be provided.
While the Executive Orders improved the
ability to provide telehealth, the provisions
contained therein would expire at the end of
the public health emergency.
At the request of AzHHA and other key
stakeholders, Rep. Regina Cobb (R-Dist. 5)

AzHHA | 2021 Legislative Report

May 5, 2021

Also, it allows providers not licensed in Arizona

• expanded the definition of telehealth to

• prohibited restrictions on where telehealth

Effective Date:

behavioral health or substance use disorders.
Finally, as the bill neared passage, a provision
was included requiring ADHS to develop
a three-year pilot program that allows the
delivery of at-home acute care services
provided by hospitals working in coordination
with licensed home health professionals.

• expands the definition of
telehealth to permit the use
of audio-only telephone
encounters and
• prohibits restrictions on where
telehealth services can be
provided.
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AzHHA Legislative Priorities
4. Expanding telepharmacy for small rural hospitals
SB1604

REMOTE DISPENSING PHARMACIES; RURAL HOSPITALS

First Sponsor

Sen. Gowan (R-Dist. 14)

Arizona passed legislation in 2018 allowing the use of “remote dispensing site pharmacies” but
the bill did not allow hospitals to make use of these remote dispensing sites.

Effective Date:

Sept. 29, 2021

Rural hospitals across the state strive to provide the highest possible quality of care to the
communities they serve. However, one of their biggest challenges is attracting and retaining
healthcare providers —including pharmacists—to their communities. State statute and rule allow
hospitals with fewer than 50 beds to operate a part-time hospital pharmacy; however, to do so a
pharmacist must be physically onsite no less than 40 hours per week.
At AzHHA’s request, Sen. Gowan introduced SB1604, which changed state statute to allow rural
hospitals with fewer than 50 beds to satisfy the onsite pharmacist requirement through the use
of a “remote dispensing site pharmacy.”
SB1604 progressed through the legislative process without opposition.

5. Reducing the administrative burden of prior authorization
HB2621

PRIOR AUTHORIZATION; UNIFORM REQUEST FORMS

First Sponsor

Sen. Shah (D-Dist. 24)

As passed, HB2621 requires the Department of Insurance and Financial Institutions to approve
a uniform prior authorization request form for prescription drugs, devices or durable medical
equipment and a uniform prior authorization request form for all other healthcare procedures,

Effective Date:

Sept. 29, 2021

treatments and services by January 1, 2022. The legislation requires all providers to use only the
forms as well as all healthcare services plans and utilization review agents to accept and process
prior authorization requests submitted using the forms by January 1, 2023.
AzHHA worked with other key stakeholders to ensure the bill was heard in and passed through both
the House Health and Senate Health committees.
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BUDGET

Included within the budget was a provision that phases in a flat tax rate. As
passed, when state tax revenues hit certain thresholds over the next few
years, lower rates will be phased in and, ultimately, will reach the 2.5% flat
rate initially proposed. Legislative budget analysts estimate the tax cuts
will reduce state revenues by about $1.3 billion annually. Concern has been
expressed that should revenues fall below the baseline budget, education
and healthcare could be the target of potential future funding cuts.
The state budget is contained in 10 separate bills: SB1823: BUDGET; GENERAL
APPROPRIATIONS ACT; 2021-2022, and the remaining nine bills making
changes to statutes and session law necessary to implement the budget.

Note: “AzHHA Position” reflects our final position recorded in the legislature’s Request to Speak (RTS) system. The RTS
system only permits the formal recording of positions for bills placed on a committee agenda. As a result, bills AzHHA
supported or opposed, but were not placed on an agenda or placed on an agenda before AzHHA members were able to
guide a position, are marked as “monitor.”
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SB1819

FIRST SPONSOR

BUDGET; BRB; BUDGET PROCEDURES; 2021-2022

Sen. Fann (R – Dist. 1)

Makes statutory and session law changes relating to budget procedures necessary to
implement the FY2021-22 state budget. Key provisions include but are not limited to:
 Limit the Governor’s authority to proclaim a state of emergency to:

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

•a
 n initial 30-day public health emergency and
• 3 0-day extensions, not to exceed 120 days total unless extended by
concurrent resolution of the legislature.
 Authorize ADHS to adopt rules regarding the collection of data from healthcare institutions.

SB1823

FIRST SPONSOR

BUDGET; GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT; 2021-2022

Sen. Fann (R – Dist. 1)

Appropriates state funds and federal expenditure authority for state agencies and programs
for FY2021-22. Key provisions include but are not limited to:
 $ 6 million continued funding for graduate medical education programs,

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

 $ 2 million one-time funding for the State Board of Medical Student Loans repayment program,
 $ 500,000 on-going funding to offset cost of implementing expanded newborn screenings,
 $ 300,000 on-going funding to reduce radiation control fees paid by hospitals and others and
 $ 300,000 on-going funding to add additional high-risk perinatal in-home visits.

SB1824

FIRST SPONSOR

BUDGET; BRB; Health; 2021-2022

Sen. Fann (R – Dist. 1)

Makes statutory and session law changes relating to health and welfare necessary to
implement the FY2021-22 state budget. Key provisions include but are not limited to:
E
 xpanding newborn screenings (SB1680).

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor


many components of the Governor’s Executive Order, including,
 Codifying
but not limited to:
•p
 rohibiting state or local governments from requiring residents to receive COVID-19 vaccinations,
•p
 rohibiting state or local governments from ordering businesses to require documentation
of COVID-19 vaccination and
 llowing healthcare institutions to require its employees to receive a COVID-19 vaccination.
•a
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KEY LEGISLATION
THIS SESSION
Photo Credit: Valleywise Health

In addition to avidly pursuing our five Legislative Priorities,
AzHHA influenced a number of key pieces of legislation
which would potentially impact Arizona’s healthcare
community with far-reaching implications. AzHHA was
at the table conversing with elected officials and policy
makers on the introduction of 17 key bills.

Note: “AzHHA Position” reflects the final position recorded in the legislature’s RTS system. The RTS system
only permits the formal recording of positions for bills placed on a committee agenda. As a result, bills AzHHA
supported or opposed, but were not placed on an agenda or placed on an agenda before AzHHA members were
able to guide a position, are marked as “monitor.”
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Key healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB2069

FIRST SPONSOR

GENETIC TESTING; PRIVATE PROPERTY

Rep. Roberts (R – Dist. 11)

Requires a “direct-to-consumer genetic testing company” to provide to consumers clear and complete
information on privacy policies for genetic data and obtain a consumer’s consent for collecting, using
or disclosing the consumer’s genetic data. The Attorney General is authorized to bring an action to

AZHHA
POSITION

Neutral

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

enforce these requirements. Violations are subject to a civil penalty of up to $2,500 for each violation,
the payment of actual damages and costs and reasonable attorney fees.
Note: AzHHA successfully sought an amended HB2069 to hold hospitals harmless. As introduced, HB2069
potentially could have affected a hospital’s use of genetic data for valid medical and research activity.
EFFECTIVE DATE: SEPT. 29, 2021

HB2190

FIRST SPONSOR

VACCINES; GOVERNMENTS; BUSINESSES

Rep. Roberts (R – Dist. 11)

Prohibits businesses, state, county and local governments from conditioning service or access on a person
disclosing whether they have received a COVID-19 vaccine. It allows healthcare providers and institutions
to require patients, residents, employees and/or visitors to disclose whether they have received a COVID-19

AZHHA
POSITION

Oppose

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Failed in
Senate

vaccine. However, it prohibits a healthcare institution from denying medical services based on a person’s
vaccination status.
Note: AzHHA and numerous healthcare and business stakeholders officially opposed this bill because it
would limit the ability of public health officials to respond to future public health emergencies. Similar
language was included in the budget.

AzHHA | 2021 Legislative Report
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Key healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives

HB2386

FIRST SPONSOR

CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE

Rep. Griffin (R – Dist. 14)

Requires a crisis standards of care (CSC) plan be adopted by ADHS to ensure patients receive care
irrespective of disability, age, race, etc. Prohibits a CSC plan adopted by ADHS from allowing denial of
medical care based on quality-of-life judgments, long-term life expectancy and mortality or resource
intensity and duration of need due to disability or age. Asserts the State Disaster Medical Advisory
Committee (SDMAC) is responsible for developing a CSC plan and guidelines for healthcare delivery
during a public health emergency.
Note: AzHHA opposed the bill because it would legislate clinical protocols for diseases and conditions unrelated
to COVID-19. The legislative process is simply not nimble enough to react to new and emerging clinical evidence.

AZHHA
POSITION

Oppose

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

EFFECTIVE DATE: SEPT. 29, 2021

*Also see SB1374

HB2454

FIRST SPONSOR

TELEHEALTH; HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS; REQUIREMENTS

Rep. Cobb (R – Dist. 5)

The bill requires state-regulated health insurers (excluding Employee Retirement Income Security
Act plans) to reimburse audio-visual telehealth encounters at the same rate as in-person encounters.
In addition, HB2454 requires insurers to cover audio-only telehealth encounters. Insurers must also
reimburse for audio-only telehealth encounters related to behavioral health at the same rate as an inperson encounter. The bill allows providers not licensed in Arizona to provide telehealth if they
meet multiple requirements including, but not limited to 1) holding a valid and unrestricted license
in another state and 2) registering with the appropriate regulatory board.
Note: AzHHA and other stakeholders successfully defeated an attempt by insurers to limit the telehealth
payment parity provision only to hospitals and physician practices with fewer than 11 providers.

AZHHA
POSITION

Support

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

EFFECTIVE DATE: MAY 5, 2021

HB2575

FIRST SPONSOR

HOSPITALS; VISITATION

Rep. Nguyen (R – Dist. 1)

Requires hospitals to provide notice of its visitation policy to a patient or the patient’s representative.
If a hospital’s visitation policy allows in-person visitation of any kind and if authorized by the patient
or patient’s representative, the hospital is required to facilitate the ability of clergy to visit the patient
in-person for religious purposes. Clergy are required to comply with reasonable health and safety
precautions imposed by hospitals in connection with in-person visitation. If a hospital’s visitation
policy does not allow in-person visitation, the hospital is required to facilitate a virtual clergy visit
using communication technology.
Note: AzHHA and other stakeholders successfully amended the bill to allow virtual clergy visitation if the
hospital’s visitation policy prohibits in-person visitation and to allow hospitals to require clergy to comply
with reasonable health and safety measures. As introduced, this would have required hospitals to allow
in-person clergy visitation irrespective of their current visitation policy.
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POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

EFFECTIVE DATE: SEPT. 29, 2021

Key healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives
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HB2620

FIRST SPONSOR

HEALTH CARE WORKERS; ASSAULT; PREVENTION

Rep. Shah (D – Dist. 24)

Changes the classification of assault on a healthcare provider from a class 6 felony to a class 5 penalty.
Requires healthcare employers to develop, implement and maintain a workplace violence prevention
plan. As soon as a workplace violence incident is reported to a healthcare employer, the employer is

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Held in Senate
Committee

required to investigate the incident and to document the findings, recommendations and corrective
measures taken for each investigation conducted. It also requires healthcare employers to maintain a
log of all incidents and annually evaluate the prevention plan’s effectiveness.
Note: Before the start of the session, AzHHA successfully collaborated with other stakeholders to ensure
the bill language would not overly burden hospital administration.

HB2621

FIRST SPONSOR

PRIOR AUTHORIZATION; UNIFORM REQUEST FORMS

Rep. Shah (D – Dist. 24)

The Department of Insurance and Financial Institutions is required to approve a uniform prior
authorization request form for prescription drugs, devices or durable medical equipment and a
uniform prior authorization request form for all other healthcare procedures, treatments and services

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

by January 1, 2022. The bill requires all providers to use only the forms—and all healthcare services
plans and utilization review agents to accept and process prior authorization requests submitted using
the forms beginning January 1, 2023.
Note: AzHHA aggressively lobbied in support of the bill’s passage.
EFFECTIVE DATE: SEPT. 29, 2021

HB2770

FIRST SPONSOR

MASK MANDATES; BUSINESS EXCEPTION

Rep. Chaplik (R – Dist. 23)

Allows Arizona businesses to forgo enforcing a mask mandate established by a state, a city, town or
county or any other jurisdiction of the state.

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

EFFECTIVE DATE: JULY 1, 2021
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Key healthcare bills introduced in the

ARIZONA SENATE

SB1096

FIRST SPONSOR

APPROPRIATION; AHCCCS; CHIP

Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)

This largely technical change increases the AHCCCS expenditure authority to account for a 6.2%
increase in the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage and the increased state hospital assessment
used to fund the hospital-directed payment program created by legislation in 2020. The legislation

AZHHA
POSITION

Support

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

appropriates the following to AHCCCS:
 $ 3.01 billion in expenditure authority in FY2020-2021 to AHCCCS
 $ 27.18 million from the Children’s Health Insurance Program Fund
Note: AzHHA aggressively lobbied in support of the bill’s passage.

EFFECTIVE DATE: MARCH 18, 2021

SB1270

FIRST SPONSOR

INSURANCE; PRESCRIPTION DRUGS; STEP THERAPY

Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)

Requires an insurer’s clinical review criteria to include a step therapy protocol based on clinical
practice guidelines. The bill also requires a step therapy exception request to be granted unless the
required prescription is likely to be harmful, ineffective or the patient has experienced a positive

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

outcome on a different prescribed drug selected by the provider and patient.

EFFECTIVE DATE: SEPT. 29, 2021
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SB1271

FIRST SPONSOR

MEDICAL GRADUATE TRANSITIONAL TRAINING PERMITS

Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)

Requires the Arizona Medical Board and the Arizona Board of Osteopathic Examiners in Medicine
and Surgery to grant a one-year transitional training permit to a graduate of an allopathic school of
medicine or an osteopathic school of medicine who is not eligible to apply for a license to practice.

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

Allows a trainee to practice only under the supervision of a qualified physician in a limited number
of facilities including, but not limited to a community health center/federally qualified health center,
licensed hospital, behavioral health facility, a private office or clinic. A training permit may be renewed
one time for an additional two years.

EFFECTIVE DATE: SEPT. 29, 2021

SB1374

FIRST SPONSOR

CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE; REQUIREMENTS

Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)

Requires a crisis standards of care plan be adopted by ADHS to ensure patients receive care irrespective
of disability, age, race, etc. Prohibits a crisis standards of care plan adopted by ADHS from allowing
denial of medical care based on quality-of-life judgments, long-term life expectancy and mortality or

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Held in House
Committee

resource intensity and duration of need due to disability or age. Asserts the SDMAC is responsible for
developing a crisis standards of care plan and guidelines for healthcare delivery during a public health
emergency.
Note: AzHHA opposed the bill because it would legislate clinical protocols for diseases and conditions
unrelated to COVID-19. The legislative process is simply not nimble enough to react to new and emerging
clinical evidence.
*Also see HB2386

SB1377

FIRST SPONSOR

CIVIL LIABILITY; PUBLIC HEALTH PANDEMIC

Sen. Leach (R – Dist. 11)

Protects businesses, governments, health providers and healthcare institutions from prospective
lawsuits related to their response to a public health emergency from and after March 11, 2020.
Establishes the burden of proof in civil lawsuits as “clear and convincing evidence” of “willful

AZHHA
POSITION

Support

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

misconduct or gross negligence” for actions or omissions taken in “good faith.” Defines “good faith”
as a reasonable attempt to comply with published guidance.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

FROM AND AFTER MARCH 11, 2020
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Key healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate

SB1417

FIRST SPONSOR

HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES; CONTACT ORDERS

Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)

Requires an agent who is appointed under a healthcare directive to encourage and allow contact
between the principal and other persons who have a significant relationship with the principal, but
is authorized to limit, restrict or prohibit contact between the principal and any person if the agent

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

reasonably believes that the contact will be detrimental to the principal’s health, safety or welfare.
A person who has a significant relationship with the principal may petition the court for an order
compelling the agent to allow the person to have contact with the principal.

EFFECTIVE DATE: SEPT. 29, 2021

SB1457

FIRST SPONSOR

ABORTION; UNBORN CHILD; GENETIC ABNORMALITY

Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)

Prohibits acts related to an abortion based on genetic abnormality. The bill also prohibits public
educational institutions from outlined acts related to abortion. It requires outlined disclosures before
an abortion. SB1457 makes knowingly performing an abortion sought solely because of a genetic

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

abnormality, except in a medical emergency, a Class 6 felony.
Note: AzHHA successfully sought an amendment to hold hospitals harmless. As introduced, the bill would
have impacted some hospitals and medical residency programs. An amendment in the House Judiciary
Committee removed the provisions
EFFECTIVE DATE: SEPT. 29, 2021
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Key healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate
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SB1604

FIRST SPONSOR

REMOTE DISPENSING PHARMACIES; RURAL HOSPITALS

Sen. Gowan (R – Dist. 14)

Allows rural hospitals with fewer than 50 beds to satisfy the requirement that a pharmacist be
physically onsite no fewer than 40 hours a week through the use of a “remote dispensing site
pharmacy.”

AZHHA
POSITION

Support

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Signed by
Governor

Note: The bill was introduced at AzHHA’s request.

EFFECTIVE DATE: SEPT. 29, 2021

SB1680

FIRST SPONSOR

NEWBORN SCREENING PROGRAM; TESTING

Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)

Requires ADHS’ newborn screening program to include all congenital disorders that are included on
the federal recommended uniform screening panel. The bill permits ADHS to increase the screening
fee to account for the cost of additional screenings and requires health insurers and AHCCCS to update

AZHHA
POSITION

Monitor

FINAL
DISPOSITION

Held in House

hospital rates that include newborn screening to reflect the fee increase. ADHS is not prohibited from
requiring hospitals to pay both the first (conducted in hospital) and second (conducted at postdischarge physician visit) screening fees.
Note: AzHHA worked to minimize potential increased hospital costs resulting from expanding newborn
screenings. Similar language to SB1680 was included in the budget.
*See Budget Bills
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COVID-19 Related Legislation
The 2021 legislative session was dominated by COVID-19. Most legislative meetings
were held in a hybrid manner with a handful of legislators in-person while speakers and
others participated virtually. Lobbyists and the general public were either prohibited
or discouraged from going to the Capitol in person. In addition, most significant issues
addressed during the session stemmed from real or perceived challenges experienced
during the pandemic. While proposals to address challenges faced by the pandemic
ranged across the policy spectrum, several directly impact healthcare and public
health more broadly.
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Healthcare
Of the 1,899 bills introduced, three sought to
address perceived challenges in the healthcare
arena encountered during COVID-19:
1. planning for the allocation of limited medical
resources during a pandemic,
2. facilitating clergy patient visitation
during a pandemic and
3. protecting businesses, governments,
health providers and healthcare institutions
from prospective lawsuits related to the
COVID-19 response.
Photo Credit: Valleywise Health

Patient visitation policies
within a hospital
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, hospitals were forced to adjust their visitation
policies for many reasons, most importantly to protect the health and safety of
patients and healthcare workers. Unfortunately, this meant some patients were
unable to receive in-person visits from family members and/or clergy before passing.
As initially introduced, HB2575 HOSPITALS; VISITATION would have required hospitals to
allow in-person clergy visitation at any time of day and regardless of the visitation policy.
AzHHA and other stakeholders successfully worked with the bill sponsor, Rep. Nguyen

The bill requires a
hospital to facilitate
the ability of clergy
to visit the patient in
person for religious
purposes.

(R - Dist. 1), to amend the bill to account for hospitals’ valid health and safety concerns.
The bill requires a hospital to facilitate the ability of clergy to visit the patient inperson for religious purposes if its visitation policy allows in-person visitation. If a
hospital‘s visitation policy does not allow in-person visitation, the hospital is required
to facilitate a virtual clergy visit using communication technology. Clergy are required
to comply with reasonable health and safety precautions imposed by hospitals in
connection with in-person visitation.
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Crisis Standards of Care
A CSC plan is intended to guide the allocation of care when the
capacity of the healthcare system exceeds the available resources.
SB1374: CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE; REQUIREMENTS and the later
version HB2386: CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE both direct ADHS to
include specific provisions in a CSC plan if one is adopted, including,
but not limited to:
 requiring patients receive care irrespective of disability, age,
race, etc. and
 prohibiting denial of medical care based on quality-of-life
judgments, long-term life expectancy and mortality or resource
intensity and duration of need due to disability or age.
The initial bill, SB1374, passed the Senate but was not heard in
the assigned House committee - effectively killing it. However, the
proposal resurfaced through the use of a legislative technique called
a “strike everything amendment.” The second bill, HB2386: CRISIS
STANDARDS OF CARE, was passed by the legislature June 30.
AzHHA opposed HB2386 because it legislates clinical protocols
for diseases and conditions unrelated to COVID-19. The legislative
process is simply not nimble enough to react to new and emerging
clinical evidence.

Civil liability protection
While hospitals and healthcare providers quickly and effectively
responded to the COVID-19 crisis, concerns about prospective
lawsuits related to their response soon emerged. SB1377: CIVIL
LIABILITY; PUBLIC HEALTH PANDEMIC, introduced by Sen. Vince
Leach, was written to protect businesses, governments, health
providers and healthcare institutions from prospective lawsuits
citing COVID-19 response efforts occurring between March 11, 2020
and December 30, 2022, although it was later amended in the Senate
Judiciary Committee to extend the protection to all future public
health emergencies. AzHHA supported the bill that was also backed
by Governor Ducey, the Arizona Chamber of Commerce and many
business and healthcare groups.
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Public Health
Numerous bills were introduced to limit current and future government
mandates (e.g., mask mandates) intended to help slow or stop the spread
of an infectious disease during a public health emergency. Very few of
them made their way through the legislative process. However, during
the budget negotiations, some legislators conditioned their support of
the budget on including these provisions in the budget reconciliation bills
(BRB) which provide statutory and session law changes that allow policy
changes included in the budget to be implemented. These included:
 HB2897: BUDGET; BRB; HIGHER EDUCATION; 2021-2022 prohibits
a public university or a community college from requiring that a
student obtain a COVID-19 vaccine or place any conditions on
attendance or participation in classes including mandatory testing
or face covering usage.
 HB2898: BUDGET; BRB; K-12 EDUCATION; 2021-2022 prohibits requiring
students or staff to wear face coverings during school hours and
prohibits a school district or charter school from requiring a student
or teacher to receive a COVID-19 vaccine or wear a face covering to
participate in in-person learning.
 SB1819: BUDGET; BRB; BUDGET PROCEDURES; 2021-2022 prohibits a
county, city or town from making or issuing any order, rule, ordinance
or regulation related to mitigating the COVID-19 pandemic that impacts
private businesses, schools, churches or other private entities, including
an order, rule, ordinance or regulation that mandates the use of face
coverings, requires closing a business or imposes a curfew.
 SB1824: BUDGET; BRB; HEALTH; 2021-2022 prohibits the state and
any of its cities, towns and counties from establishing a COVID-19
vaccine passport, requiring that a person be vaccinated for COVID-19 or
requiring that a business obtain proof of a patron‘s vaccination status
before entry into the business. However, a healthcare institution may
require its employees to be vaccinated.
In addition to the provisions included in the budget BRBs, the legislature
passed HB2770 MASK MANDATES; BUSINESS EXCEPTION which clarifies a
business may not be required to enforce a mask mandate established by
the state and any of its cities, towns and counties.

Similar bills that did not
pass include:

 HB2065: MEDICAL FREEDOM;
PARENTAL RIGHTS

 HB2190: VACCINES;

GOVERNMENTS; BUSINESSES

 HB2423: IMMUNIZATIONS;

EXEMPTION; REQUIREMENTS

 HB2687: MEDICAL PRODUCTS;
CONDITION OF EMPLOYMENT

 SB1648: COVID-19 VACCINE;

CONDITION OF EMPLOYMENT
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AzHHA Political Action Committee
Every day, elected officials make decisions that affect the health of Arizona’s people,
patients and communities. Now, more than ever, it’s imperative that healthcare
leaders like us have a voice at the Arizona Legislature. Make no mistake: the Arizona
Hospital and Healthcare Association Political Action Committee (AzHHA PAC) is vital
to our government relations and advocacy strategy.
AzHHA PAC—and your contribution to it—supports candidates for state elected office
who understand and will fight on behalf of Arizona’s healthcare issues.
For instance, AzHHA PAC’s influence and impact in the legislative campaign process this
session was powerful, above and beyond our legislative wins. In the 2020 election cycle,

Make your contribution
to AzHHA PAC today:

azhha.org/donate

AzHHA made contributions to 38 Arizona state candidate campaigns totaling $54,690.
AzHHA PAC had a victory rate of 89%. Candidates receiving a contribution were evenly
split by party with 50% going to Democrats and 50% going to Republicans.
Help us continue to build and strengthen our relationships at the Arizona State
Capitol by contributing to the AzHHA PAC. Our recent legislative victories this session
would not have been possible without it, and our future public policy successes are

Contributions may also be made by check,
payable to “AzHHA PAC,” and mailed to:
AzHHA PAC, 2800 N. Central Ave.,
Suite 1450, Phoenix, AZ 85004.

contingent upon it.

Paid for by AZHHA PAC. Not authorized by any candidate.
Contributions or gifts to the AzHHA PAC are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes. Your contribution is important to us, but we want to
emphasize that all contributions are voluntary and have no impact on your job status, performance review, compensation or employment. Any amount given or the decision
not to give will not advantage or disadvantage you. Federal law requires us to use our best efforts to collect and report the name, mailing address, occupation and name of
employer of individuals whose contributions exceed $25 in a calendar year (January-December). Contributions to AzHHA PAC will be used for a political purpose. Contributors
to AzHHA PAC must be U.S. citizens or individuals lawfully admitted for permanent residence in the U.S. (i.e., green card holders). By contributing to AzHHA PAC you have verified
you are eligible or an eligible family member at an AzHHA member or affiliate organization. Please direct questions, including those about eligibility, to advocacy@azhha.org.
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APPENDIX OF 2021
HEALTHCARE BILLS

Photo Credit: TMC HealthCare

“AzHHA Position” reflects our final position recorded in the legislature’s RTS system. The RTS system only permits the formal
recording of positions for bills placed on a committee agenda. As a result, bills AzHHA supported or opposed, but were not
placed on an agenda or placed on an agenda before AzHHA members were able to guide a position, are marked as “monitor.”
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB2065 MEDICAL FREEDOM; PARENTAL RIGHTS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Fillmore (R – Dist. 16)
 Monitor
 Not heard in House Committee

Prohibits schools from requiring a student to receive the
recommended immunizations and from refusing to admit
or otherwise penalizing a student because the student has
not received the recommended immunizations.

HB2069 GENETIC TESTING; PRIVATE PROPERTY
First sponsor

 Rep. Roberts (R – Dist. 11)

Requires a direct-to-consumer genetic testing company
to provide complete information about the company’s

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

policies and procedures and seek consent for collecting,
using and disclosing the consumer’s genetic data.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

*See Key Bills

HB2119 HEALTH CARE INSURANCE; AMENDMENTS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Bolick (R – Dist. 20)
 Monitor
 House Committee

Requires hospital, medical and other service corporations
to allow their members to assign their benefit to a noncovered healthcare provider. Makes multiple changes to
statutes governing service corporation governance.
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare Bills
Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives
HB2126 RURAL PROVIDERS; LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM
First sponsor

 Rep. Osborne (R – Dist. 13)
Allows providers employed by an Indian Health Service

AzHHA Position

 Support

facility to qualify for the primary care provider loan
repayment program.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

HB2190 VACCINES; GOVERNMENTS; BUSINESSES
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Roberts (R – Dist. 11)
 Oppose
 Included in state budget

Prohibits businesses, governments from conditioning
service on a person disclosing their COVID-19 vaccine
status. Allows healthcare institutions to require patients
and others to disclose whether they have received a
COVID-19 vaccine. *See Key Bills

HB2266 MEDICAL ASSISTANTS; TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Grantham (R – Dist. 12)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Allows a medical assistant to meet training requirements
by participating in a training program offered by a
physician that meets or exceeds training requirements
and verifies entry-level medical assistant competency.

HB2290 HEALTH CARE INSTITUTIONS; ACCREDITATION; INSPECTIONS
First sponsor

 Rep. Osborne (R – Dist. 13)

ADHS is authorized to accept an accreditation report
in place of a compliance inspection for any healthcare

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

institution if the institution is accredited by an independent,
nonprofit accrediting organization approved by U.S.

Final Disposition

 Held in House
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare Bills
Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives
HB2291 AHCCCS; PREGNANT WOMEN; DENTAL CARE
First sponsor
AzHHA Position

 Rep. Osborne (R – Dist. 13)
 Support

Expands list of AHCCCS covered services to include
comprehensive dental care for pregnant women who
are at least 21 years old.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee

HB2311 LABORATORY PROCEDURES; CHIROPRACTORS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Parker (R – Dist. 16)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Allows a chiropractor to perform some clinical diagnostic
laboratory procedures to determine the propriety of a
regimen of chiropractic care or to form a basis for referring
patients to other licensed healthcare professionals.

HB2334 DANGEROUS; INCOMPETENT PERSON; EVALUATION; COMMITMENT
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Pratt (R - Dist.8)
 Monitor
 Held in Senate

Establishes procedures including a competency
evaluation for the detainment, conditional release and
discharge of a defendant deemed incompetent, nonrestorable and dangerous.

HB2386 CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE
First sponsor

 Rep. Griffin (R – Dist. 14)

Requires a crisis standards of care plan to contain provisions
regulating the providing of care including, quality-of-life

AzHHA Position

 Oppose

judgments, long-term life expectancy and mortality or
resource intensity and duration of need due to disability

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

or age. *See Key Bills
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare Bills
Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives
HB2389 STATE OF EMERGENCY; AUTOMATIC TERMINATION
First sponsor

 Rep. Griffin (R – Dist. 14)
Automatically ends a state of emergency declared by

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

the governor 21 days after the proclamation unless it
is extended by the legislature.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee

HB2392 AHCCCS; GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION; REIMBURSEMENT
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Osborne (R – Dist. 13)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

AHCCCS is required to establish a separate graduate medical
education program to reimburse qualifying community
health centers and rural health clinics that have an approved
primary care graduate medical education program.

HB2422 PATIENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS
First sponsor

 Rep. Carroll (R – Dist. 22)
Establishes a patients’ bill of rights and requires healthcare

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

providers to have each patient sign that they received a
copy of the patients’ bill of rights.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee

HB2423 IMMUNIZATIONS; EXEMPTION; REQUIREMENTS
First sponsor

 Rep. Carroll (R – Dist. 22)
Allows a person required to receive an immunization

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

for any purpose to claim an exemption except in certain
circumstances.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare Bills
Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives
HB2454 TELEHEALTH; HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS; REQUIREMENTS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Cobb (R – Dist. 5)
 Support
 Signed by Governor

Requires health insurers to reimburse telehealth encounters
at the same rate as in-person encounters. Authorizes
audio-only telehealth. Implements a pilot program to allow
hospitals to deliver in-home acute care services.

HB2521 LONG-TERM CARE; HEALTH AIDES
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Osborne (R – Dist. 13)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Requires AHCCCS to implement a “licensed health aide”
program for Arizona Long Term Care System (ALTCS)
members under 21 years of age. Services may be provided
only by a parent, guardian or family member who is a
licensed health aide employed by a Medicare-certified
home health agency service provider.

HB2534 HEALTH CARE INSTITUTIONS; EDUCATION; ABUSE
First sponsor

 Rep. Longdon (D – Dist. 24)
Requires ADHS and the Arizona Department of Economic

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

Security to develop a curriculum to educate all persons who
are employed in the capacity of caring for vulnerable adults.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee

HB2535 MANDATORY REPORTING; VULNERABLE ADULTS; PENALTIES
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Longdon (D – Dist. 24)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Expands the list of persons with a duty to report a
reasonable belief that a vulnerable adult has been the
victim of abuse, neglect or exploitation to include any
“health professional.”
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare Bills
Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives
HB2549 PROBABLE CAUSE HEARING; PANDEMIC LIABILITY
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Kavanagh (R – Dist. 23)
 Monitor


Not heard in Senate Committee

Requires a court to conduct a probable validity hearing for
every civil action that is filed and that claims a party is liable
for damages based on contracting an illness that is also the
subject of a public health pandemic.

HB2575 HOSPITALS; VISITATION
First sponsor

 Rep. Nguyen (R – Dist. 1)

Requires hospitals to facilitate the clergy visitation
commensurate with their current visitation policy

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

(e.g., in-person, virtual-only) and requires clergy comply with
reasonable health and safety precautions.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

*See Key Bills

HB2600 SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS; RIGHTS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Blackman (R – Dist. 6)
 Monitor
 Not heard in House Committee

Establishes a list of rights a survivor of a sexual assault has,
including, but not limited to, the right to not be charged
for a medical evidentiary examination and the right to a
prompt analysis of sexual assault kit evidence.

HB2620 HEALTH CARE WORKERS; ASSAULT; PREVENTION
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Shah (D – Dist. 24)
 Monitor
 Not heard in Senate Committee
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Changes the classification of assault on a healthcare
provider to a Class 5 penalty. Requires healthcare
employers to develop, implement and maintain a
workplace violence prevention plan. *See Key Bills
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives
HB2621 PRIOR AUTHORIZATION; UNIFORM REQUEST FORMS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Shah (D – Dist. 24)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Requires adoption of two uniform prior authorization
request forms, one for prescription drugs, etc. and one for
all other healthcare procedures. Requires all providers to
use the forms by January 1, 2023.

HB2622 NONRETALIATION POLICIES; HEALTH CARE INSTITUTIONS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Shah (D – Dist. 24)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Prohibits a third-party contractor of a healthcare institution
from retaliating against an employee who reports activity
they believe violates professional standards, is against the
law or poses a risk to the welfare of a patient.

HB2627 HEALTH FACILITIES; RESUSCITATION; EMERGENCY CARE
First sponsor

 Rep. Shah (D – Dist. 24)
Requires congregant and residential healthcare facilities

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

to provide first aid training for all staff and undertake
certain responses in medical emergencies.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee

HB2629 ARIZONA NURSES ACADEMY
First sponsor

 Rep. Shah (D – Dist. 24)
Requires certain postsecondary institutions to provide

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

incentives for students to enter the nursing profession in
certain circumstances.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare Bills
Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives
HB2630 MATERNAL MENTAL HEALTH; ADVISORY COMMITTEE
First sponsor

 Rep. Shah (D – Dist. 24)
Establishes a 19-member Maternal Mental Health

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

Advisory Committee to recommend improvements for
screening and treating maternal mental health disorders.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee

HB2633 LONG-TERM CARE SERVICES; ALLOWED PRACTITIONER
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Shah (D – Dist. 24)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Adds nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists
and physician assistants to the list of healthcare
providers authorized to order home health services
for an Arizona long-term care system member.

H2636 RURAL HEALTH PROVIDERS; TAX CREDIT
First sponsor

 Rep. Shah (D – Dist. 24)
Allows licensed healthcare professionals practicing in a

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

rural or medically underserved area to claim a tax credit
of up to $5,000 on their Arizona taxes.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee

HB2687 MEDICAL PRODUCTS; CONDITION OF EMPLOYMENT
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Carroll (R – Dist. 22)
 Monitor
 Not heard in House Committee
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Prohibits a person from being required to take or disclose
whether they have taken a medical product as a condition
of employment, entry into a business/public space or
receive any good or service except in certain circumstances.
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare Bills
Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives
HB2695 HIV MEDICATION; PRIOR AUTHORIZATION; PROHIBITION
First sponsor

 Rep. Wilmeth (R – Dist. 15)
Prohibits healthcare plans and AHCCCS contractors from

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

subjecting HIV or AIDS treatment medication to prior
authorization or step therapy.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee

HB2770 MASK MANDATES; BUSINESS EXCEPTION
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Chaplik (R – Dist. 23)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Allows Arizona business to forgo enforcing a mask
mandate established by the state, a city, town or
county or any other jurisdiction of this state.
*See Key Bills

HB2802 AMBULANCE SERVICES; SERVICE AREAS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Burges (R – Dist. 1)
 Monitor

Requires ADHS to rule on an application for an ambulance
service certificate of necessity within 90 days.

 Not heard in House Committee

HB2808 APPROPRIATION; RURAL BROADBAND GRANTS
First sponsor

 Rep. Osborne (R – Dist. 13)

Appropriates $100,000,000 in FY2022 from American
Rescue Plan Act monies to the Affordable Care Act for

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

broadband infrastructure grants. The bill also allows the
Governor to use non-appropriate federal money to fund

Final Disposition

 Held in Senate

broadband grants.
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare Bills
Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives
HB2812 PATIENT CONSENT; SPECIMEN DISPOSAL; USE
First sponsor

 Rep. Bolick (R – Dist. 20)
Prohibits a laboratory from using or sharing a specimen

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

for a purpose other than for which the laboratory obtained
the patient’s affirmative consent.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in Committee

HB2820 DIETITIAN NUTRITIONISTS; LICENSURE
First sponsor

 Rep. A. Hernandez (D – Dist. 3)
Requires ADHS to license individuals meeting certain

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

requirements as a dietitian nutritionist and outlines
actions they can include in a standing order.

Final Disposition

 Vetoed

HCR2013 PUBLIC HEALTH; EXECUTIVE ORDERS; REAUTHORIZATION
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Finchem (R – Dist. 11)
 Monitor
 Not heard in House Committee

Requires the 2022 general election ballot to include a
question of whether to amend the state constitution
to terminate a state of emergency declared by the
Governor 14 days after the declaration.

HCR2017 AUTOMATIC TERMINATION; STATE OF EMERGENCY
First sponsor

 Rep. Griffin (R – Dist. 14)

Requires the 2022 general election ballot to include a
question of whether to amend state statute to terminate a

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

state of emergency declared by the Governor 21 days after
the declaration unless it is extended by a vote of

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare Bills
Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives
HCR2026 STATE OF EMERGENCY; TERMINATION; REFERRAL
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Carroll (R – Dist. 22)
 Monitor
 Held in House

Requires the 2022 general election ballot to include a
question of whether to amend state statute to terminate a
state of emergency declared by the Governor 14 days after
the declaration unless extended by a vote of the legislature.

HCR2037 PANDEMIC EMERGENCIES; SPECIAL SESSIONS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Rep. Kavanagh (R – Dist. 23)
 Monitor
 Held in Senate

Requires the 2022 general election ballot to include a
question of whether to change the state constitution to
allow the legislature to call a special session due to the
occurrence of a state of emergency.
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare bills introduced in the

ARIZONA SENATE

SB1001 BREAST IMPLANT SURGERY; INFORMED CONSENT
First sponsor

 Sen. Ugenti-Rita (R – Dist. 23)
Requires a licensed physician to provide specific

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

information and receive written informed consent
before performing a breast implant surgery.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1011 MATERNAL MENTAL HEALTH; ADVISORY COMMITTEE
First sponsor

 Sen. Mesnard (R – Dist. 17)
Establishes a 21-member Maternal Mental Health Advisory

AzHHA Position

 Support

Committee to recommend improvements for screening and
treating maternal mental health disorders.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1014 AHCCCS; CHIROPRACTIC CARE; REPORT
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
 Neutral
 Not heard in House Committee
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Expands list of AHCCCS covered services to include
chiropractic services with certain restrictions.
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Appendix of 2021 Healthcare Bills
Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate

SB1015 PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS; LICENSURE; BOARD
First sponsor

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
Allows a physician assistant who surrendered a license

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

to be issued a new license if the applicant demonstrates
satisfactory rehabilitation.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1016 PHYSICIANS; NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Adds Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine to the list of
healthcare providers who may provide specific services,
including but not limited to certifying illness and ordering
genetic and HIV testing.

SB1017 INFORMED CONSENT; PELVIC EXAMINATIONS
First sponsor

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)

Prohibits a healthcare provider from performing or
supervising an individual who performs a pelvic examination

AzHHA Position

 Support

on an anesthetized or unconscious patient without first
obtaining the patient’s informed consent to the pelvic

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

examination.
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate
SB1034 ASSISTED LIVING; REFERRAL AGENCIES; DISCLOSURE
First sponsor

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
Requires a referral agency to disclose to prospective residents

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

of an assisted living facility or home the amount of fee
received from that facility.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1059 MENTAL DISORDERS; CONSIDERATIONS; INVOLUNTARY TREATMENT
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Clarifies that a person who presents with impairments
consistent with both a mental disorder and a substance
use disorder is eligible for screening, evaluation and
involuntary treatment.

SB1060 CHIROPRACTORS; LABORATORY PROCEDURES
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
 Monitor
 Not heard in House Committee

Allows a chiropractor to perform some clinical diagnostic
laboratory procedures to determine the propriety of a
regimen of chiropractic care or to form a basis for referring
patients to other licensed healthcare professionals.

SB1075 HEALTH CARE INSURANCE; AMENDMENTS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Livingston (R – Dist. 22)
 Monitor
 Substituted for HB2119
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Requires hospital, medical and other service corporations
to allow their members to assign their benefit to a noncovered healthcare provider. Makes multiple changes to
statutes governing service corporation governance.
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate
SB1078 MEDICAL STUDENT LOAN PROGRAM
First sponsor

 Sen. Livingston (R – Dist. 22)
Appropriates $2,000,000 from the state General Fund

AzHHA Position

 Support

in FY2022 to the Medical Student Loans Fund.
*See Budget

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1082 PHARMACISTS; DISPENSING AUTHORITY; HORMONAL CONTRACEPTIVES
First sponsor

 Sen. Ugenti-Rita (R – Dist. 23)
Authorizes a pharmacist to dispense a “self-administered

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

contraceptive” to a patient who is at least 18 years old
pursuant to a standing prescription drug order

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1084 STATE OF EMERGENCY; AUTOMATIC TERMINATION
First sponsor

 Sen. Ugenti-Rita (R – Dist. 23)
Terminates a state of emergency 90 days after its

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

proclamation unless the legislature extended it by
passage of concurrent resolution.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in the House

SB1086 PHARMACY BOARD; PERMITTEE OPERATIONS; FEES
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)
 Support
 Not heard in Senate Committee

Expands the definition of unethical conduct for a
pharmacist to include routinely failing to operate
during the hours of operation submitted to the Board
of Pharmacy for at least five consecutive days.
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate
SB1087 PHARMACY BOARD; REGULATION; NONDISCIPLINARY ACTION
First sponsor

 Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)
Expands various pharmacy statutes, including, but not

AzHHA Position

 Neutral

limited to, allowing the operation of a remote hospital
site pharmacy.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1089 BEHAVIORAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS; UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE
First sponsor

 Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)
Makes it a Class 6 felony for a person to practice or attempt

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

to practice behavioral health if they are not suitably
licensed.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1090 OUTPATIENT TREATMENT CENTERS; BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Authorizes an employee of a licensed outpatient behavioral
health center to provide services at a private office or clinic
that is operated by an exempt healthcare provider if a
written agreement specifying terms of service exists.

SB1091 CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES MONITORING PROGRAM; DELEGATES
First sponsor

 Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)

Allows the release of data collected by the Controlled
Substance Monitoring Program to 1) a person who is

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

authorized to prescribe controlled substances or their
delegate; 2) AHCCCS and AHCCCS contractors and 3) a

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate
S1096 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS; AHCCCS ADMINISTRATION
First sponsor

 Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)
Authorizes AHCCCS to expend federal and

AzHHA Position

 Support

non-appropriated funds necessary to continue
operations during FY2021.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1141 HEALTH CARE INSTITUTIONS; ACCREDITATION; INSPECTIONS
First sponsor

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)

Authorizes ADHS to accept an accreditation report in lieu
of a compliance inspection for any healthcare institution,

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

if the institution is accredited by an independent, nonprofit
accrediting organization approved by the U.S. Department

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

of Health and Human Services.

SB1145 TELEMEDICINE; PHYSICIANS
First sponsor

 Sen. Shope (R – Dist. 8)
Allows telemedicine examinations to be conducted with a

AzHHA Position

 Support

clinical evaluation that is appropriate for the patient and
the patient’s condition.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee

SB1170 PHARMACY BOARD; RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)
 Monitor

Allows a pharmacist to prescribe and administer oral
fluoride and dispense tobacco cessation drugs.

 Signed by Governor
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate
SB1219 DONATED MEDICINE; REQUIREMENTS
First sponsor

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
Repeals the existing medication donation program and

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

establishes new requirements and procedures for the
donation and receipt of donated prescription medication.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1250 OVERDOSE; DISEASE PREVENTION; PROGRAMS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Authorizes local governments and nonprofits to operate
overdose and disease prevention programs to dispose
of used needles and syringes and provide needles and
syringes at no cost.

SB1270 INSURANCE; PRESCRIPTION DRUGS; STEP THERAPY
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Requires an insurer’s clinical review criteria to include a
step therapy protocol and a step therapy exception request
be granted unless the required prescription is likely to
be harmful, ineffective or the patient has experienced a
positive outcome on a different prescribed drug selected by
the provider and patient. *See Key Bills

SB1271 MEDICAL GRADUATE TRANSITIONAL TRAINING PERMITS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor
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Creates a training permit for a graduate of a school of
medicine who is not eligible to apply for a license to practice
if the trainee practices under the supervision of a qualified
physician in qualified facilities. *See Key Bills
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate
SB1278 HEALTH PROFESSIONALS; PRECEPTORSHIPS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Authorizes a physician who works at a healthcare
institution’s emergency department to dispense noncontrolled substance medication under the dispensing
registration of the medical director of the emergency
department.

SB1300 OUTPATIENT FACILITIES; STANDARDS; DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Shope (R – Dist. 8)
 Monitor
 Not heard in House Committee

Establishes that minimum standards prescribed for
healthcare institutions permit outpatient surgical centers to
require the presence of specified physicians or anesthesia
providers until all patients have been discharged.

SB1301 ARIZONA HEALTH EDUCATION CENTERS; INCREASE
First sponsor

 Sen. Shope (R – Dist. 8)
Expands the number of area health education centers from

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

five to six centers and requires one center to focus on the
Indian healthcare delivery system.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1356 PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGERS; PROHIBITED FEES
First sponsor

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
Prohibits a pharmacy benefit manager from charging or

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

holding a pharmacist or pharmacy responsible for fees
related to the claims adjudication process.

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate
SB1362 ABORTION; REFUSAL TO ASSIST
First sponsor

 Sen. Rogers (R – Dist. 6)
Allows students for a healthcare institution to refuse

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

to participate in an abortion or issuance of emergency
contraception based on ethical grounds.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee

SB1373 HEALTH FACILITIES; DUTY OF CARE
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Requires licensed congregant and residential healthcare
institutions to provide CPR, per a resident’s advance
directive and provide appropriate first aid before the arrival
of emergency medical services when appropriate.

SB1374 CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE; REQUIREMENTS
First sponsor

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)

Requires a crisis standards of care plan to contain
provisions regulating the providing of care including,

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

quality-of-life judgments, long-term life expectancy and
mortality or resource intensity and duration of need due to

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee

disability or age. *See Key Bills

SB1375 ARIZONA NURSES ACADEMY
First sponsor

 Sen. Bowie (D – Dist. 18)
Requires certain postsecondary institutions to provide

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

incentives for students to enter the nursing profession in
certain circumstances.

Final Disposition

 Not heard in House Committee
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate
SB1377 CIVIL LIABILITY; PUBLIC HEALTH PANDEMIC
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Leach (R – Dist. 11)
 Support
 Signed by Governor

Protect businesses, governments and healthcare providers
from lawsuits pertaining to a public health emergency
by raising the burden of proof to “clear and convincing”
evidence a person or provider failed to act in good faith.

SB1388 BEHAVIORAL HEALTH FACILITIES; RESPITE; EXEMPTIONS
First sponsor

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)

Allows a behavioral health residential facility to provide
respite care to a child for up to five consecutive days

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

and no more than 12 days within 90 days. An outpatient
clinic is allowed to provide respite care for a child up to

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

10 hours a day.

SB1416 HEALTH PROFESSIONALS; OFF-LABEL USE; MEDICATIONS
First sponsor

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)

Prohibits state agencies from punishing a health
professional for making a patient aware of lawful

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

healthcare services, including the off-label use of
medications during a public health emergency, for

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

which there is a reasonable basis.

SB1417 HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES; CONTACT ORDERS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
 Monitor
 Signed by Governor

Requires an agent who is appointed under a healthcare
directive to encourage and allow contact between the
principal and other persons who have a significant
relationship with the principal. *See Key Bills
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate
SB1457 ABORTION; UNBORN CHILD; GENETIC ABNORMALITY
First sponsor

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
Prohibits acts related to an abortion based on genetic

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

abnormality. Prohibits public educational institutions
from outlined acts related to abortion. *See Key Bills

Final Disposition

 Signed by Governor

SB1505 HEALTH INFORMATION; DISCLOSURES; PROHIBITION
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Shope (R – Dist. 8)
 Support
 Signed by Governor

Allows authorized health departments to disclose
information related to a communicable disease to a health
information exchange and prohibits using or releasing that
information except as authorized by state or federal law.

SB1604 REMOTE DISPENSING PHARMACIES; RURAL HOSPITALS
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Gowan (R – Dist. 14)
 Support
 Signed by Governor

Allows hospitals with fewer than 50 beds that are located
in a county with a population of less than 500,000 persons
to operate a remote dispensing site pharmacy under the
remote supervision of a pharmacist.

SB1648 COVID-19 VACCINE; CONDITION OF EMPLOYMENT
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Barto (R – Dist. 15)
 Monitor
 Not heard in Senate Committee
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Prohibits a person from being required to take or
disclose whether they have taken a COVID-19 vaccine
as a condition of employment, entry into a business/
public space, or receive any good or service.
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate
SB1679 HEALTH INSURERS; PROVIDER NETWORK; DENIAL
First sponsor

 Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)

Requires a healthcare insurer to provide a written
explanation if a healthcare provider’s request to join their

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

provider network is denied. Prohibits a healthcare insurer
from denying a request on the perception additional

Final Disposition

 Failed in Senate Committee

providers are not needed.

SB1680 NEWBORN SCREENING PROGRAM; TESTING
First sponsor

 Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)

Requires ADHS to include newborn screenings if they are
included on the federal recommended uniform screening

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

panel. Permits ADHS to increase the screening fee and
requires health insurers and AHCCCS to update hospital

Final Disposition

 Included in budget

rates to reflect the fee increase. *See Key Bills

SB1682 HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS; TELEMEDICINE
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Pace (R – Dist. 25)
 Monitor
 Not heard in House Committee

Removes the requirement for a telehealth encounter
to have real-time audio and video capability, and
replaces it with a requirement for a telemedicine
encounter to follow specified state and federal law.

SB1719 STATE EMERGENCY COUNCIL; MEMBERSHIP; PROCEDURES
First sponsor

 Sen. Rios (D – Dist. 27)
Adds members to the State Emergency Council and

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

requires the Governor to convene it within a certain
period after proclaiming a statewide state of emergency.

Final Disposition

 Vetoed
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Healthcare bills introduced in the Arizona Senate

SB1790 APPROPRIATION; BEHAVIORAL HEALTH RESIDENTIAL FACILITY
First sponsor
AzHHA Position
Final Disposition

 Sen. Gowan (R – Dist. 14)
 Monitor
 Not heard in House Committee

Appropriates $10.2 million to AHCCCS to construct a
behavioral health residential facility that contains both
secure and unsecured housing units on the Arizona State
Hospital campus.

SCR1003 EXECUTIVE ORDERS; EMERGENCIES; REAUTHORIZATION; TERMINATION
First sponsor

 Sen. Petersen (R – Dist. 12)

Requires the 2022 general election ballot to include a
question of whether to amend the state constitution to

AzHHA Position

 Monitor

terminate a state of emergency declared by the Governor
30 days after the declaration unless extended by a vote of

Final Disposition

 Failed in Senate
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the Legislature.
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