
 

 

Grassroots guide to building the 
Pro-European Alliance 

No single party consistently polls above 20%.  

No party can win a majority on their own - we are in the age of alliances. 

Nigel Farage wants a pact with Boris Johnson.  

He wants a catastrophic no deal Brexit at any cost but he has his eye on what he could 
do in government. It would be a Regressive Alliance. 

Over 150 seats where a pro-EU alliance is needed to win.  

You can tip the balance of power away from a dangerous Tory-Brexit Party pact.   

Amplify under-represented parties.  

Progressive alliance is an opportunity for smaller parties to gain seats in our FPTP 
system, making thousands more voices heard in Parliament.  

It starts with you.   
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WHAT MAKES A  
PRO-EU ALLIANCE? 
Naomi Smith, Best for Britain’s CEO 

Dear Friend, 
Thank you for taking up the baton and starting towards an alliance to stop Brexit in your 

area. No matter what, it will always fall to party members and campaigners on the ground in 

towns and villages and cities across the country to make alliances work. Thank you for being with 

us. 

The other side has an inherent advantage over us. Leave voters have just two parties to choose 

from. Pro-EU voters are split across four or even five. If progressives fail to work together our vote 

will be split. The result would be a huge majority for far-right no-deal Brexiters.  

It’s not just about Brexit though, is it? They would get five years of majority government to tear 

down our NHS, cut spending ever further and remake the UK in their image. 

Alliances come in many different forms.  They range from a basic sense of cooperation to 

non-aggression or electoral pacts, or even to full scale pre-negotiated coalition.  

Parties and campaigners can be resistant to putting aside their histories of battles - at 

elections, in the council chamber and on values and principles. Alliance  is hard. And it is hard even 

when the electoral benefits are obvious.   

Putting tribalism to one side is never an easy decision but an alliance does not need to be 

forever. It does not need to follow your party into future elections. We are uniting to fight one 

huge single issue. Parties  and campaigners can still agree to disagree on their principles. 

If we fail to organise and work together, we will leave the field wide open for the Brexiters to take 

control. I know we can do it. 

Naomi 
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WHAT DOES AN ALLIANCE LOOK LIKE? 
Electoral pact 

Just like in Brecon & Radnorshire, the parties agree to rally around just one candidate. The 

candidate can be from the party best placed to win, or 

could stand as an independent with the support of local 

party campaigners. 

Non-aggression pact 

The parties all field candidates, but only one is fighting - 

and spending money - for victory. This can be easier for 

activists than more restrictive alliances. In the 1997 

Lib-Lab pact, parties swapped target lists and, while still fiercely competing where both were in 

contention, they didn't interfere in each other's marginals with the Tories.  

Local cluster 

Remember the 2016 Richmond Park by-election? The Greens stood down and Labour didn’t 

channel its resources, allowing the Lib Dems to take the seat from the Tories. This bottom-up 

approach can help deliver a desired result via a local level alliance. 

Tactical voting 

If parties don’t manage to negotiate a formal pact, voters 

can swing a result by voting not for their first preference, 

but for the candidate best placed to prevent Brexit. 

Individual candidates can sign a pledge - for instance 

promising to back Remain in a final say referendum - to 

inform a tactical vote 

Joint policy commitment 

Without standing aside, this allows parties to increase their chances of achieving particular policy 

outcomes, such as guaranteeing a vote on Brexit. 
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BUILDING ALLIANCES 
Building an alliance in your area requires true dialogue - understanding, trust and 
compromise. Party members must overcome years of campaigning against each other. It 
starts with you. 

Open a dialogue  

Reach out to your counterparts in other parties. Explain clearly your emotional reasons for 
wanting to stop Brexit. An emotional connection on the central issue will go a long way. Do not set 
red lines or close down potential outcomes at this stage - it is best not to start with complicated 
specifics, stick to the general and the emotional for the moment. 

Consider your offer 

Decide within your own team what you want from the discussions. It is important to make a 
reasoned assessment of the situation - if your party is not best placed to win a general election in 
your area, are there other things you could negotiate in return for supporting another candidate? 
What about local or regional elections in the future?  

Present your offer 

Once dialogue is opened and participants are agreed in 
principle to the idea of working together, agree a meeting to 
present each others' offers. Keep it simple. Keep it focused 
on the future (not dwelling on past battles) and show 
evidence to support your position where you can. Listen to 
other participants. Make no  decisions at this stage. Take 
the offers away to consider them. 

Respond and compromise 

Consider your response to other participants' offers, be 
prepared to compromise. Explain clearly why you and your party is taking each position. If you 
cannot come to an immediate decision, agree a process or timetable for reaching the decision so 
everyone knows what to expect.  

Agreement 

Make sure all participants understand and acknowledge the terms. Make sure you agree public 
facing messages for voters and the press. Set out in the agreement the level to which each party is 
expected to support the chosen candidate and the level to which they have involvement in 
campaign decisions. 

Success  

Stick to the agreement. Keep an open dialogue. Election campaigns are stressful and emotional, 
but as long as there's trust and discussion and a focus on stopping Brexit you can hope for 
success!   
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BRECON AND RADNORSHIRE 
The by-election that shows us the way 

The alliance was not built overnight. It started with EU Elections in May. It took time and the efforts 
of ordinary people, party members and politicians from all over the country to get it working. 

26th May - EU election results announced and Best for 
Britain launches Work Together petition at 
bestforbritain.org/worktogether. 

31st May - Work Together reaches 25,000 signatures 
and keeps growing. Two weeks later it’s at 61,000. 

21st June - The by-election is confirmed by the result of 
the recall petition removing Chris Davies as MP. Best for 
Britain asks supporters to email party leaders urging 
them to work together. On the same day, Anna Soubry, 
Change UK’s leader, writes to other parties telling them 
to unite around a single candidate. 

Parties start private dialogue on working together - The Lib Dems had previously held the seat 
and have favourable polling to point to as a reason they should be chosen as the Pro-EU 
standard-bearer.  Plaid Cymru confirm they are in talks with the Lib Dems. 

25th June - Best for Britain’s Work Together petition reaches 75,000 signatures and supporters 
have sent 18,000 emails to party leaders. 

27th and 28th June - Welsh Greens and Renew UK announce they won’t stand candidates and 
Plaid Cymru send thank you message responding to Best for Britain’s supporters. 

4th July - Plaid Cymru announce an agreement with the Lib Dems and confirm they won’t stand a 
candidate. Best for Britain’s petition reaches 80,000 signatures and 43,000 emails to party leaders. 

5th July - Byelection candidates formally announced - the Lib Dems will be facing the disgraced 
Conservative former MP as well as candidates from the Brexit Party, Labour, UKIP and the Monster 
Raving Loony Party. The byelection campaign begins. 

26th July - Best for Britain’s Work Together petition reaches 100,000 signatures with 67,000 emails 
to party leaders and Plaid Cymru respond to this momentum with a statement. The brand new Lib 
Dem leader, Jo Swinson, announces the party won't stand in all seats in future. 

1st August - Polling Day in Brecon & Radnorshire.  

The Liberal Democrats win with a majority of 1,425.  
Success in Brecon must be repeated across the country. 
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Printed and promoted by Best for Britain, the campaign name of UK-EU OPEN POLICY LIMITED registered at 
International House, 24 Holborn Viaduct, London, EC1A 2BN. Best for Britain is registered with The Electoral 

Commission. 

 

6 

 


