
 

Creative Tools: Lights, Projections, Banners, LEDs, Props 

Our props, gear, virtual organizing model and peer-to-peer support network proved resilient, viable, and safely 

deployable throughout the pandemic. In just the past few weeks our tools have been used to protect a drone 

whistleblower from prison, to help stop the Line 3 pipeline, and to escalate the fight to bypass salmon-killing dams. In 

January, friends in Portland Maine deployed creative tactics to pressure Senator Collins to vote to impeach Trump 

after the January 6th insurrection. Your tax deductible donation fuels this creative work across the US. 

 

 
 

Today, our national priorities for Solutionary Rail are two-fold: 

to clarify the Common Carrier Obligations of the US Rail 

system and to examine the external costs, harms/benefits and 

impacts of our transportation choices. 

We need policymakers to examine the tough question: What is 

the purpose of infrastructure, and who must it serve?  Rail was 

our first “Common Carrier” with obligations, similar to any 

other utility, to provide equitable and accessible service 

regardless of whether some customers were less profitable than 

others. Clarifying the 21st Century Common Carrier 

Obligations of the US rail system is of paramount 

importance.  

 Early in the 2021 Congressional session, we presented to Rep. 

Donald Payne Jr. (D-NJ), the new chair of the Transportation 

and Infrastructure subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines and 

Hazardous materials.  Last month, Rep. Payne and T&I Chair 

Peter DeFazio sent a letter to the General Accounting Office 

calling for a study of the extractive business practices of the 

largest railroad companies, including a rare but critical 

mention of the Class 1 railroads’ “common carrier 

  

 

Solutionary Rail: On track for a just transition 

https://www.backbonecampaign.org/j2021


 

  

In 2020, Backbone pivoted some of our programming to support community 

resilience, organizing locally and with allies across the country. Our “HowTo 

Zoom” classes helped keep people connected. We mobilized volunteers to 

boost local food security, helped produce multilingual virtual town halls for 

public health, and even created a time bank with virtual teach-ins celebrating 

the diverse skills and gifts of our community. In the Fall we held a virtual Fix 

It Café and in late Spring of this year had one of our community’s first in 

person events with a successful Fix It Café, repairing over 35 items that would 

have been headed for the landfill. 

 I hope you had the chance to see 

Backbone’s work in the recently 

released, award-winning documentary, 

“The Race to Save the World.” 

Together, we are fine-tuning a brand of 

activism that shifts culture, proposes 

solutions to root problems, and builds 

relationships.  

Thank you for all the ways you’ve 

supported this work over 18 years. To 

keep it going, donate HERE. 

 

Local Organizing Laboratory 

 

obligations.” This is just the beginning, but it is an excellent step toward a sea change in the way we approach 

this critical national infrastructure. 

  

As CoViD exposed the dangers of globalization, our Solutionary Rail project suddenly stood out as a model 

approach to infrastructure that would support supply chain resilience, decarbonization, and local 

regenerative economies. We accelerated our public education campaign with over a dozen episodes of 

Solutionary Perspectives “Zoomcasts” featuring international, community-based, and technical experts. Through 

this, we strengthened our bonds with environmental, labor and climate justice coalitions. This Spring we 

partnered with the Climate Rail Alliance to aggressively push the Washington state Legislature to recommit to 

the Amtrak Cascades Long Range Plan - and they did. Simultaneously, we relentlessly pressed on members of 

Congress and the new USDOT to prioritize rail, particularly freight.  

  

 

  

 

Clarifying what the 21st Century public interests in rail are 

requires understanding the relative external costs, harms/benefits 

and impacts of our transportation choices. When it comes to 

freight, this is primarily a question of quantifying the true cost of 

freight transport by truck vs train. This Spring, we began work with 

Huajing Shi, the Principal Data Scientist of the Port Authority of 

NY/NJ to create a prototype External Cost Calculator. Generously 

volunteering her time and expertise, Huajing created this model. Now 

we are pressing the US DOT, under Secy. Pete Buttigieg, to 

embark upon an interagency collaboration to connect the dots on 

US transportation, environmental and public health data. Thanks 

to your years of support, Solutionary Rail is making a difference and 

reaching policymakers. Keep this project growing - donate HERE. 

 

https://www.backbonecampaign.org/j2021
https://www.solutionaryrail.org/donate_sr

