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March 26, 2021 
 
To Chairman Bennett and the members of the House Committee on Environment and Natural Resources 
 
Re: BHA support for RI-2021 H5760 – Forest Conservation Act 
 
As the fastest growing organization of hunters and anglers in the nation, Backcountry Hunters & Anglers (BHA) 
seeks to ensure North America's outdoor heritage of hunting and fishing in a natural setting. Our members 
recognize that robust populations of fish and wildlife are linked to the health of their habitats, and that 
protecting New England’s remaining forests is essential to ensuring the future of our outdoor heritage.   
 
We support H5760 – the Forest Conservation Act – as a means to conserve and protect Rhode Island’s intact 
forests by exploring mechanisms to balance the economic value to private landowners against current 
development value. Without bringing these opposing forces into balance there is little doubt that Rhode 
Island’s forests will continue to be fragmented and lost to development.  
 
Simply protecting forestland from development does not ensure sustainable and resilient forest resources, 
though. We feel that actively managing forests, including management for wildlife habitat and wildlife 
populations, is integral to the process of maintaining forest health. The role that hunters play in this process, 
especially in the population management of species like Whitetail Deer that have the potential to overwhelm 
native forest plants and landscape plantings in Rhode Island should not be understated, and we hope to have 
the opportunity to provide input to the proposed commission as a key stakeholder.   
 
One important forest value that is missing from the bill’s objectives is forest recreation. BHA recommends 
amending the forest conservation commission’s outline in section 2-27-1 (c) include an objective for identifying 
incentives and other mechanisms to increase opportunities for public recreational access to forestland.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Michael Woods 
Saunderstown, Rhode Island 
rhodeisland@backcountryhunters.org 
 
Rhode Island State Leadership Team Chair 
New England Chapter Board 
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 
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