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May 12, 2021 
 
To: Ashley Schipritt, RI Department of Environmental Management 
 
Re: BHA Comments on Hunting and Trapping Regulations for the 2022-2023 Seasons (250-RICR-60-00-9) 
 
As the fastest growing organization of hunters and anglers in the nation, Backcountry Hunters & Anglers (BHA) 
seeks to ensure North America's outdoor heritage of hunting and fishing in a natural setting. Our members 
recognize the need to protect and enhance our outdoor heritage and wildlife in the few open spaces we have 
remaining by advocating for access and opportunity to public lands and science-based management of wildlife 
to ensure healthy fish and game populations are on the landscape.  
 
With these things in mind, we respectfully submit the following comments and recommendations on the 
Department’s proposed Hunting and Trapping Regulations for the 2022-2023 Seasons: 
 
 
Wild Turkey Firearms & Ammunition 
 
Presumably the regulation that controls firearms and ammunition for use in wild turkey hunting was drafted at 
a time when lead ammunition was the most common, and maybe the exclusive option available hunters. 
Recent advances in technology have not only improved product offerings in ammunition, but have also made it 
possible to deliver payloads capable of ethically killing wild turkeys using smaller gauge shotguns. This new 
technology presents an opportunity to hunt more comfortably for those who may be reluctant to shoulder 
large-bore shotguns shooting magnum loads, and to use non-lead ammunition for those who choose to do so 
voluntarily. 
 
Scientifically speaking, higher density materials like Tungsten Super Shot (TSS) allow smaller pellets to carry 
more momentum downrange because their material is considerably denser than lead. Additionally, TSS 
material is harder than lead, which results in a tighter and more reliable pattern because variables resulting 
from pellet deformation are minimized. The majority of states that allow wild turkey hunting have 
reconsidered their regulations to allow shot sizes down to #9 and shotgun gauges down to .410 bore, so long 
as TSS ammunition is used, and in-the-field results have been acceptable. At the time of this writing there are 
only 6 states that restrict shot sizes below #7 and bores below 20 gauge, down from 16 states with similar 
restrictions as recently as 2018.  
 
TSS is also recognized as an accepted non-lead alternative, which is of significance to us. As a North American 
organization BHA adopted a position supporting the voluntary use of non-lead ammunition in 2018, and in 
2020 signed on in support of the North American Non-Lead Partnership, a national leader in promoting the 
voluntary use of non-lead ammunition in hunting. In 2019 the Northeast Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies, of which the Department of Environmental Management is a member, also signed on as a supporter 
of the Non-Lead Partnership. As new technologies like TSS becomes available and present non-lead 
alternatives that can be used by hunters who choose to, and so long as they are capable of ethically taking 
game, we believe that the choice to use them should be provided to hunters.  
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We suggest amending 9-13 Section I to the following: 
 

I. Authorized firearms and archery equipment: methods of take are limited to shotguns, gauges 
ten (10), twelve (12), sixteen (16), and twenty (20) only, with shot sizes four (4), five (5), six 
(6) and seven (7) magnum turkey loads only; and by archery equipment except for 
crossbows.  
1. Firearms are limited to shotguns no larger than 10 gauge. Ammunition used in 

gauges smaller than 20 down to .410 bore is restricted to Tungsten Super Shot (TSS) 
or equivalent. 

2. Ammunition is restricted to magnum loads with shot no larger than #4. The use of 
shot smaller than #7, including in mixed loads, is restricted to Tungsten Super Shot 
(TSS) or equivalent. The use of shot smaller than #9, including in mixed loads, is 
prohibited for hunting wild turkey regardless of composition.  

3. Long bow, re-curve bow and compound bow must be set at not less than forty (40) 
pounds for archers using fixed blade broadheads, and a minimum of fifty (50) pounds 
for archers using mechanical broadheads.  

4. Only broadhead tipped arrows with at least two (2) metal cutting edges are allowed. 
All broadheads must be seven eighths of one inch (7/8”) or greater at the widest point 
including mechanical broadheads measured in the “open” position.  

5. Only one (1) firearm or archery implement may be possessed in the field per individual 
hunter, while hunting wild turkey.  

6. Possession of a firearm while hunting for turkey during the fall archery season is 
prohibited.  

7. Hunters using archery equipment to take wild turkey must have taken and successfully 
completed a bow hunter education course. Crossbows are a prohibited method of 
taking wild turkey. See § 9.13(M) of this Part. 

 

Game Allowed on Shooting Preserves 

Since the introduction of H8090 & S2929 during the 2018 RI legislative session, which would have allowed 
captive hunting for big game animals on shooting preserves if passed in to law, enacting policy to address this 
proposal has been a priority for BHA. Our reason for working to prevent the creation of a captive hunting 
industry in Rhode Island is primarily to address concerns regarding the potential introduction of wildlife 
disease like Chronic Wasting Disease, and invasive species like wild pigs. Both threats have been realized in 
other areas of the country and cause considerable ecological and financial damage where they occur. Where 
they occur state and federal fish and wildlife agencies spend considerable resources monitoring, managing and 
when possible remediating the damage caused by them, which diverts important resources away from ongoing 
work to manage the natural resources in their respective states. 

In the case of Chronic Wasting Disease, prevention prior to introduction is paramount because after it 
becomes introduced to an ecosystem there is no known technique or remediation capable of removing it. In 
other words – once it is in it becomes a constant drain on the region from which there is no escape. The 
Department has already taken significant steps to limit the vectors by which CWD could be introduced to our 
state, including promulgating regulations to prohibit the use of natural urine scents in deer hunting, and 
limiting certain carcass parts taken by hunters in CWD-endemic areas. The Department also supported in 
writing the legislative effort led by BHA to prohibit captive hunting for animals not listed in RIGL 20-19 
(“domestic game birds”) at hearings in the House Committee on Environment and Natural Resources (H5329, 
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February 11, 2021) and Senate Judiciary Committee (S0402, April 11, 2021), although at this time no law has 
been passed. 

In the proposed Regulations Section 9.17, the language “Persons holding a shooting preserve license and/or 
game propagation permit may liberate game birds or mammals in connection with field trials and shooting 
preserves” is inconsistent with what is currently allowed under RI General Law. The operation of shooting 
preserves in Rhode Island is guided at a high level by Rhode Island General Laws 20-19, and further controlled 
by regulations promulgated by the Department. Specifically, RIGL 20-19-3 states that “Only domestic game 
birds may be utilized by persons conducting field trials or operating a shooting preserve subject to the 
provisions of this chapter”, and there is no provision in 20-19 or elsewhere in RIGL that allows the release of  
any other type of animal for hunting on shooting preserves.  

We recommend an amendment section 9.17 to include the following: 

I. It is prohibited to import or possess game birds for the purpose of liberation or stocking of said game 
birds into the State of Rhode Island without first having received a permit to do so from the 
Department. Imported game birds shall comply with all requirements set forth in the Rules and 
Regulations Governing the Importation of Domestic Animals (Part 40-05-1 of this Title). Persons 
holding a shooting preserve license and/or game propagation permit may liberate game birds or 
mammals of types listed in 9.16-A-4 of this title in connection with field trials and shooting preserves 
(see R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 20-2-16.1, 20-2-29, 20-19-3 and 20-17-1). 

And to add the following as a new subsection to 9.17: 

It is prohibited to import or possess any game animal for the purpose of liberation into the wild or 
on private land, stocking, and/or hunting said animals in the State of Rhode Island in connection 
with field trials and shooting preserves unless and the game species or family of species has been 
defined in RIGL 20-19 and 9.16-A of this title and all permits required under RI General Law and state 
regulation to import, possess, liberate and/or hunt said game animals in connection with field trials 
and shooting preserves have been received prior to importation into the state. 

 
Including these suggested amendments in the Hunting and Trapping Regulations for the 2022-2023 Seasons 
(250-RICR-60-00-9), especially our recommendation related to animals allowed on shooting preserves, would 
not only fulfill the Department’s duty to “supervise and control the protection, development, planning and 
utilization of the natural resources of the state” (RIGL 42-17.1) as assigned by the RI General Assembly based 
on the best available science, but would also bring us in line with our neighboring states who have taken steps 
to protect our region from ongoing threats, and would bring these regulations more accurately in line with 
current RI General Law. 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our comments and recommendations. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Michael Woods 
Saunderstown, RI 02874 
rhodeisland@backcountryhunters.org 
 
Chair, New England Chapter Board 
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 

https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/250-40-05-1

