
April 27, 2021

Re: Massachusetts Bill SD.1453 An Act to Reimburse The Inland Fisheries and Game Fund

Dear Senator Rausch, Representative Dykema, and Members of the Committee on Environment, Natural Resources

and Agriculture:

As the fastest growing organization of hunters and anglers in the nation, Backcountry Hunters & Anglers (BHA)

seeks to ensure North America's outdoor heritage of hunting and fishing in a natural setting. BHA supports the

North American Wildlife Conservation Model, which is based on the premise that wildlife is a public trust resource

that should be scientifically managed and enjoyed by all Americans. Protecting and enhancing access and

opportunity to public lands and waters and sound management of wildlife and wildlife habitats are top priorities to

our members, and we actively strive to be a voice for wildlife and to ensure America’s public lands legacy.

Given that most of this management takes place at the state level, specifically by State Fish and Game Agencies, it

is vital that these organizations have the financial resources necessary to complete their mission. With this in mind,

the Massachusetts membership of BHA strongly supports Massachusetts Bill SD.1453 and asks for the Committee’s

support in passing this bill to reimburse the Inland Fisheries and Game Fund.

State Fish and Game Agencies, like MassWildlife, are primarily funded through license sales and funds from the

Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program. For years, MassWildlife has been operating with a budget shortfall,

but has been able to cover it with the Inland Fisheries and Game Fund, but this fund is expected to runout in

several years.  With a significant decline in hunter and angler numbers and many current license holders qualifying

for a free license, it is imperative that MassWildlife find additional funding sources to to be financially solvent and

continue to conserve wildlife populations and offer opportunity and access to hunters, anglers, and others who

enjoy having wildlife on the landscape.

SD.1453 would create a system where the State of Massachusetts would reimburse MassWildlife for the free

licenses it is mandated to provide to qualifying hunters and anglers. Currently, the agency gives free licenses to

about 360 qualifying disabled individuals, 7000 free fishing licenses to minors, 27000 free hunting/fishing licenses

to individuals over the age of 70. Additionally, there are 15000 license holders between the age of 65-70 who are

currently receiving a half-priced license. With the aforementioned category aging into free licenses, the loss of

revenue will continue to undercut the agency’s finances.

It is clear that hunters and anglers can no longer solely support MassWildlife’s budget and expect the agency to

operate at its current capacity, so it is important to find alternative funding sources. While SD.1453 will not cover

all of MassWildlife’s budget shortfall, it does narrow the gap and that is step in the right direction.



Thank you very much for considering the position of the men and women of the Massachusetts membership of

Backcountry Hunters and Anglers.

Sincerely,

Christopher Borgatti

Massachusetts State Leadership Team

New England Board Member

New England Chapter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers


