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CHAIRMAN’S NOTE              By Mike Beagle

Hardship rewards the soul
“M

att,” I said, between gasps 

for air. “We could be 

watching college football 

today.”

Matt Brockamp smirked as my 

sarcasm drifted off in the midst of the 

spectacular Eagle Cap Wilderness Area. 

The mountains would look spectacular, 

anyway, if weren’t for the low clouds and 

curtains of falling snow.

day before as I loaded my backpack and 

trudged solo up the East Fork of the Lostine 

mud created from the light snow the night 

seem to enter hunting season in great, 

“ready to go” shape. 

I spent the night at 7,300 feet in my 

one-man tent and woke to an inch of new 

snow coating my camp and surrounding 

meadow. Matt snuck up on me early on 

opening day as I sipped coffee and gulped 

down lumpy oatmeal. Matt seemed to 

In fact, he looked as if he could strap on 

the shoulder pads for another season as a 

high school running back, as he had 10 

years ago when he was a high school 

athlete and I was his coach. 

not paying much notice to the falling 

snow and dropping temperatures. Clouds 

testing lungs, quad muscles and worn 

boot soles, none of which were quite 

of snow.

intended basin. But there were rewards 

three cows on the steep slope in front of 

us. Easily grazing on a precipitous slant 

not made for humans, unaware of our 

presence and completely at home in the 

most brutal of conditions. Their sheer 

the now blizzard conditions at 8,400 feet.

But we were hunting mule deer, not 

elk.

Climbing slopes so steep requires 

stamina, physical toughness, but most 

importantly, the mental focus to keep 

and go home. Though in our situation, 

getting back down slope might be the 

toughest part of the day. Step, step, slip, 

another inch of snow.

As we slowed, sweat under waterproof 

gear chilled us to the bone. I was thinking 

under a centuries-old whitebark pine, ate 

jerky and warmed our bones and souls 

before dropping to our intended basin, 

later without seeing a mule deer buck. 

They were much smarter than us that 

day, bedded down and warm. We crossed 

under a foot of snow and headed out to 

the trailhead, four miles below. With 

exhausted body, I struggled physically 

but also mentally. The routine – step, step, 

and another inch of snow – wasn’t quite 

as humorous as it had been earlier in the 

day.

It was one of the most challenging days 

of my life. It took all my physical and 

But it was good for me, both mentally and 

physically.

I like to think about that in the context 

of what the outdoors can do for all of 

It would have been really 

easy to quit and go home. 

Bad weather can mean good hunting in Oregon’s Eagle Cap Wilderness.
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How Sportsmen Saved the World

By E. Donnall Thomas

How Sportsmen Saved the World is 

under-appreciated role hunters and anglers 

The impetus of this book is the 

and angling is harmful to wildlife.  

Using facts instead of raw emotion, 

author E. Donnall Thomas Jr. explains 

work of hunters and anglers has not 

ecosystems.  

Most hunters and anglers know 

that sportsmen are the most dedicated 

appreciate Thomas’s engaging summary 

heritage.  

exploitation.  

concerned outdoorsmen. 

Along the way, Thomas celebrates 

anglers earned on behalf of wildlife and 

wildlife habitat.     

 And Thomas doesn’t entirely dwell 

on the past; he also summarizes the 

current efforts of nearly a dozen non-

as Ducks Unlimited, Thomas discusses 

the increasingly important role of young 

niche groups, including Backcountry 

Hunters & Anglers.  

For hunters, anglers, and other 

be on the winter’s “must read” list.  Then, 

pass it on to someone who doesn’t fully 

understand the link between hunting and 

American Buffalo

By Steven Rinella

your attention on Page 1 and holds you 

American Buffalo 
has this effect.  

This book is jam-packed with 

fascinating information about bison.  

Sure, we all know how important buffalo 

how man decimated the species during 

the entire natural history. From the bison’s 

hands of man, to current re-introduction 

efforts, you will learn a lot on each page.  

But don’t mistake this book for a dry, 

academic text.  

with a personal hunting tale, Rinella 

tone that sometimes haunts the non-

drifts between hunts of centuries past and 

Hunters and non-hunters alike 

will enjoy Rinella’s honest and tasteful 

account of his grueling hunt.  Not only 

does Rinella utilize his hunt to celebrate 

this iconic species, he also accurately 

portrays the essence of fair chase hunting, 

an accomplishment in its own right.  

Since reading American Buffalo, I 
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Thunting needs to be restricted or, in some areas of Utah, 

thought about manufacturing an ATV.

puzzled,” he wrote in the classic book A Sand County Almanac. 

“He doesn’t understand what is happening to him. Bigger and 

better gadgets are good for industry, so why not for outdoor 

 Count me as a skeptic that ATV use has done anything to 

terrible physical condition to get to our hunting destination. 

chase” rules.

 That’s more than just my opinion. Recent studies by the 

can lead to reduced hunter opportunity. Elk use declines in areas 

access increases, the quality and amount of elk habitat are 

degraded.”

  Also know that I am a realist. ATVs, used legally, are a 

legitimate and popular form of outdoor recreation. Their use 

access and use some – but not all – public lands.

designated roughly a third of the state as areas where “hunters 

Unlimited ATVs Tip Balance 
Against Fair Chase  

prohibited.”

 This strikes me as a fair balance, though a 50-50 split seems 

want to use my ATV, then I hunt in an area more open to that 

use.

 While it might make the experience easier, does it make 

 Again, I turn to Aldo Leopold for guidance.

 

armaments. It is aimed to augment the role of skill and shrink 

the role of gadgets in the pursuit of wild things.” 

pursue big game ought to think seriously about what their use 

says about them as sportsmen.

 Perhaps more important, they should think about how non-

Tom Wharton is the longtime outdoor editor at the Salt Lake 

City Tribune,

By Tom Wharton

 While it might make the experience 

easier, does it make it better? And does 

the use of these vehicles, coupled with 

tip the balance in favor of the hunter to 

the point where it could hurt big-game 

populations and the land itself?
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B
ackcountry hunters know the deep 

satisfaction of traditional, authentic 

pursuits. Just ask Dan Heinz, who 

ordinary gun. It’s a handmade replica of a 

design was already 50 years old during 

the days of Lewis & Clark. It shoots a .62-

caliber patched round ball.

winter building it,” Heinz said. “It’s quite 

the distance to within 60 or less because 

shot placement is so important.”

 Heinz took that dandy mule deer 

into the Ruby Mountain Wilderness in 

his 71st birthday.

 But that landmark was eclipsed one 

year later, when Heinz was hunting with 

Peaks Wilderness. 

The Buffalo Peaks are close to 

Heinz’s heart.

doing range analysis with another range 

con John Burns.  The Forest Engineers 

a large timber sale was planned. It’s a 

long story, but us cheeky beginner Forest 

road-building and logging plans delayed 

and delayed.

 “When I was reassigned to the Pike 

forest 10 years later I took a Wilderness 

Society outing in there, as no one knew 

of that high quality potential Wilderness 

Area. It was a painful decision — as part 

wild country. Anyway a constituency 

made it into a Colorado Wilderness Bill.”

 Decades later, Heinz returned to 

Buffalo Peaks with an elk tag in his pocket 

 “The hunt was incredible,” Heinz 

said. “Early on, I had a long, dicey stalk 

to get up within 30 

yards of a rag horn. I 

shot and missed.” 

“I ain’t the best 

shot in the West, 

but I do not miss 30 

yard shots from a 

sitting position. After 

two days of agony, 

sight had been bent. It 

it a careful twist back 

into place with my 

trusty Leatherman 

and hoped for the 

best.”

Heinz would get 

the hunt.

“I spotted cows, stalked and stalked 

head to keep track of the animals. My 

backpack with all my gear — including 

rope, camera, headlamp — was dragging 

and making noise. I shed it and got within 

100 yards of the cows.

“It seemed like hours went by without 

horns showing.  Was just starting to stand 

up and go check another drainage when 

a bugle jumped me out of my skin. For a 

long anxious time, the bull chased cows 

“Finally the bull came within 70 

yards and stood broadside.  At the shot, 

the bull slowly made it into deep timber. 

trying to reload. 

elk. I found the dead elk about 200 yards 

in the timber. The ball hit just a bit too far 

back because it turned out the sight was 

still slightly bent.

except one knife, with darkness deepening 

rapidly. I gutted and managed to roll the 

carcass up on branches. 

and boned out the meat. With help and 

horses from Wyoming BHA member and 

long time friend Barry Reiswig plus his 

friend Jerry, we hauled the elk back to the 

trailhead. The horses and help were most 

welcome this time I do say.”

“It was a lucky day and lucky hunt. I 

missed a raghorn and bagged the biggest 

elk of my life two days later,” Heinz 

recalls. “I can not imagine a better trophy 

than this six-point.”

 And, incidentally, that backcountry 

bull was Heinz’s reward on his 72nd 

birthday.

Wilderness Flintlock Fires True
BY BEN LONG

Heinz tagged this blackpowder bull in 
the Buffalo Peaks Wilderness.

Dan Heinz took this mule deer with a muzzleloader in 
the Ruby Mountain Wilderness.
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T
he alarm clock continues 

and turn on my bed-side 

light. The air inside the 

house is crisp on this 

and look down at my German Shorthair, 

Tica. Without lifting her head, she looks 

up, bats her eyes a few times, yawns, 

and then gets up and nudges my hunting 

clothes laid neatly on the shelf. She 

stares at me while wagging her tail, and 

without making a sound, tells me that 

it’s time to go chukar hunting. 

room, I search for new locations to 

hunt, wondering if I will continually be 

routes into once-remote places. My eyes 

in a landscape that is otherwise mostly gentle. Bingo.

To hunt chukar, I look for places where the topographic 

lines run so close together they start to meld into one solid dark 

and chukar. My idea of a fun hunt is one that requires a delicate 

steep, rocky, loose terrain. Like many backcountry hunters, I 

like to hunt where other people don’t, and as long as my legs 

all but resulted in my family writing me off as insane, and Tica 

expeditions. My argument has always been that I don’t choose 

few people are familiar with this rugged desert country. The 

unspoiled for a reason. The harsh desert 

snakes, this isn’t the place for you. Its 

beauty is in its desolation. 

Public Lands Act of 2009, 517,000 

acres of this unique desert country were 

protected as Wilderness, and 317 miles 

years from fruition to passage through 

the halls of Congress, was hashed out 

pass in Idaho in nearly 30 years, and 

will protect some of the best big game 

and bird hunting in Idaho. 

newest Wilderness. After a quick breakfast, I load up the pickup, 

my hunting partner jumps in and we head out. She knows the 

drill. We ramble on in the rig for a couple hours before I turn off 

onto a dirt road that heads directly towards the Bruneau Canyon. 

come to a carsonite sign that marks the edge of the Wilderness. 

I collar Tica and let her out of the pickup while I pull my 

well used shotgun out of its case. I notice how the bluing on the 

its case since last season, the weight feels natural in my hands. 

After a few false pumps, I check the safety and load two shells in 

of the truck and head to the front to grab my water out of the cab 

when I notice Tica on point 20 yards in front of me. 

Brad Brooks and his hunting companion in 
southern Idaho. Courtesy of Brad Brooks

Dogs Are Better 

Hunting Partners
By Brad Brooks
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the front of the truck, watching the speckled white cropped 

anticipation, while her head is down, pointing at a clump of 

Thurber’s Needlegrass. I run around to the back of my truck and 

pick up my shotgun. As soon as I round the corner of the truck 

I apologize to Tica for not holding up my end of the bargain. 

to shoot. 

in the morning sun. As we approach the canyon, I am in awe of 

and rhyolite cliffs wind their way from the plateau I am walking 

is low, but I can still hear the rumbling of the rapids. The wind 

picks up and bites at my neck hunched down in my collar. Time 

As we head into the wind, I watch Tica quarter back and 

Tica’s pace slows to a light jog, and then to a slow crawl, 

me there are birds directly in front of her, Tica lowers her head, 

bends her paw backwards for style points. I approach slowly and 

quietly, not wanting to jump the birds prematurely. I walk to the 

the birds explode out of a clump of Great Basin Wild Rye. I raise 

three shells from my gun, and manage to bring down two birds. 

me, I send her off for the second. 

we head back to the truck, tired and thirsty. As the rig rumbles 

asleep in the passenger seat, which is where my hunting partner 

always sits. I can’t think of a better way to spend a weekend day 

back to the maps, back to the studying, and back to the search 

Brad Brooks lives and hunts from his home in Boise, Idaho.

Idaho’s Owyhee Country is home to bighorn sheep, mule deer and upland birds including chukar partridge.
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Tlong held dream. The dream was to pursue wild, 

unfenced bison, the icon of the West — with my 

longbow. 

introduction of a total of 23 head in 1941-1942 in an adjacent 

herd had grown to about 430. It is one of less than a handful of 

truly wild bison hunts in our nation.

location with my three pack 

llamas and pitched my wall tent 

in the dark.

Following a suggestion by 

the local biologist, I hiked to a 

with my spotting scope at the 

the adjacent Capitol Reef National Park was spectacular. 

Behind me the snow-capped 11,500-foot Mt. Ellen of the Henry 

Mountains rose in the eastern sky. This land was primary public 

land managed by the Bureau of Land Management

My hunt expectations and solitude were soon rudely 

somewhat helpless. Within an hour I heard a shot.

four-wheelers operating out of one camp for one “hunter” 

Seeking Utah 
Bison – and 

Backcountry
By Greg Munther

and her young-of-the-year calf, the “hunter’s” assistants had 

positioned their ATVs on high points to surround it. Then they 

used their walkie-talkies to direct the “hunter” to the lonely 

calf to fend for itself.

and mesas.  

in the dark to hike to a long 

mesa, which was suppose to 

be a wilderness study area. 

My  interpretation  of  the 

with ATV trails with fresh tracks. Desperately each day I pored 

diminished from my expectations and made me more resolute to 

try to end the abuse of our wild country and traditional hunting 

experiences by inappropriate motorized uses.

What looked like a military search-and-

destroy mission resulted in the execution 

of the cow, leaving the calf to fend for itself.
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Seeking Utah 
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How to read 

between the lines 

to make the most 

of your maps.

By Ben Long

F
or the backcountry hunter, 

as the topographic contour 

map produced by the US 

know how to use them, a topo allows you 

to take apart a chunk of habitat, so you 

can focus your time where the game is 

most likely to be. As an added bonus, they 

can help keep you from getting lost.

Google Earth images, GPS units and 

the backcountry hunter than the good old 

USGS topo.  These maps are lightweight, 

don’t need batteries and are affordable. 

Here’s how to use yours to make game.

1. Look for water. No resource 

and wallow. The more arid the country, 

the more wildlife concentrates around 

water. Identify streams, bogs and tarns 

spots is a lush headwater glade. There’s 

season. If feeling secure from predators, 

game will often loaf on sunny, south-

facing slopes on cold days. Those slopes 

energy digging. Spring bear hunters 

follow green-up up south-facing slopes. 

When quick-frozen snow makes for 

crunchy walking, warm southern slopes 

5. Look for natural passageways. 

Passes and saddles are natural funnels 

between drainages. Wide-roaming 

animals, such as mule deer and elk, use 

are fairly subtle features on the landscape. 

can pay off, especially when game is on 

you to an interception.

6. Look for edges. Most big game 

species are creatures of “ecotones” – 

always a trickle of water and good forage 

to hold the does and fawns, and the bucks 

2. Look for bedding areas. Big game 

do when they try to lie down on a steep 

slope. They roll. Bedding down on steep 

slopes is not comfortable. Radio collar 

surrounding terrain is steep. So identify 

benches and ridges. Few animals will bed 

3. Look for shade. Shade is important 

the season.  Imagine wearing a winter 

coat and a layer of fat on a warm autumn 

day. North slopes also stay lush longer 

than sunburned south-facing slopes. 

hold snow longer, which plays into smart 

strategy.

4. Look for sun. While shade is a 

magnet in warmer months, big game 

animals seek out sunny slopes later in the 
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between meadow and forest or between 

Plan your day around glassing those 

zones carefully.

7. Look for security. Habitat security 

as food or water. Look for places that 

are far from roads and trails, particularly 

terrain itself can enhance habitat security. 

For example, a bowl surrounded by a 

rugged cirque can be a quiet place for a big 

ram or buck to linger. Elk generally prefer 

a “line of sight” barrier, such as a ridge, 

such as a logging operation or road.

8. Customize your map. I use 

org to order customized maps on high-

quality, weatherproof paper. There are 

other sources as well, such as National 

Geographic Topo. In the old days, we used 

days are gone.

9. Predict the wind. Keeping the wind 

in mountain terrain. Usually, thermals 

bring winds up hill with the warming 

Use this fact to help plan a route to still-

hunt across a mountain. At the same 

time, be conscious of subtle shifts in the 

wind and be ready to adjust your route as 

necessary.

10. Look for ways in and out. Making 

game is only half the challenge. You also 

down. When sizing up likely habitat, ask 

yourself, ‘If I kill something there, how 

use for packing game out of a hotspot is 

not the same route I use to creep into it. 

Ideally, I know exactly how I will get off 

a mountain before I make a kill. If faced 

with a choice between two packing routes, 

a careful study of the topo map can tell 

me which way is the easiest, or at least 

Topo Tells All. A glance at a topo map gives you several clues this may be a good place to look for big game: a well-

Note the notch in the ridge that forms a natural pass between Ousel and Moccasin Creek drainages. 
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Honest Sweat: Backcountry Hunters & Anglers at Work

BHA meets with 
Forest Service chief

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 

member Reg Darling, of Warren, Penn., 

represented BHA in a personal meeting 

of the Izaak Walton League of America in 

the meeting with the new chief forester. 

The Ikes and BHA shared our concern 

that poorly controlled off-highway 

degrading streams and wildlife habitat 

of the agency’s efforts to stop the abuse 

emphasized that BHA supports access to 

our public land for all, but that protecting 

opportunities is foremost in the agency’s 

charter. 

National forests and other public land 

from the local ranger districts to the DC 

Beltway. Thanks, Reg!

Lyon joins BHA Board
the newest member of the Backcountry 

and his wife, Louise, were founding 

members of the Alaska chapter of BHA. 

!anks, Kimber!
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 

enjoyed a successful Life Member 

promotional deal, partnering with the 

a premium of a Kimber Custom II .45 

ACP pistol. All totaled, about 30 BHA 

capacity for accepting credit cards. While 

this promotion is complete, look for 

similar partnerships in the future. Thanks 

to Kimber and congratulations to all new 

BHA lifers!

BHA Chapter News
COLORADO  

groups at a recent meeting of the State 

Parks Board, requesting that more 

in a responsible democratic society, we 

women pay for our own policing and 

essential wildlife programs through 

license fees and taxes. It’s ethically 

community does not do likewise.”

Petersen also noted that enforcement 

to keeping pace with the growth in off-

road use in recent years. As a result, 

from motorized impacts, he said. “We are 

to take anything away from anyone. 

the pie…There are legions of studies 

showing the impacts of motorized use,” he 

said. Directing some of the off-highway 

restoration would help ensure motorized 

users pay their fair share of managing 

public resources, he said.

Vertrees published an excellent op-ed 

through a damp alpine meadow in the Pike 

ripped from the ground by spinning tires 

washed into a nearby stream, dirtying 

ground next to the ugly tire ruts, scarring 

reasonable limits on these machines, or 

make our national forests so special.”

MINNESOTA  

Lien wrote an op-ed for the Duluth News 

ATVs puts ethical backcountry hunting 

at Minnesota Backcountry Hunters and 

Anglers are all for responsible access, but 

roads and 11,000-plus miles of state forest 

Studies show that on most public lands, 

approximately 90 percent of users are 

non-motorized. Meanwhile, according 

to a 2000 study, supply or opportunity, in 

close to three times greater for motorized 

time people hunt from ATVs and use 

further restrict hunting.”

BHA works to protect backcountry 
like the Great Burn country on the 
Idaho-Montana border.
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MN BHA members joined with Trout 

Unlimited and the Izaak Walton League 

of America to express their support for 

the Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources 

closing some motorized trails to protect 

habitat and hunting opportunties in state 

forests, as reported in the Duluth News 

motorized access to our state’s public lands 

is contributing to the rapid degradation of 

prime wildlife habitat and riparian/aquatic 

become commonplace, with little effort to 

limit the damage being done and enforce 

news release.

A letter-to-the-editor by MN BHA 

member Rob Bullis (in the 11/6/09 

the Schoolcraft ATV trail (which MN 

Schoolcraft State Game Refuge, an area 

open to bow hunters—and arguably the 

best/most popular bow hunting locale in 

North Central Minnesota. The Refuge is 

also a major deer wintering area. As Rob 

said, “It looks like ATV manufacturers in 

First they put ATV trails in wildlife 

management areas and now state game 

NEVADA

The Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest 

plans one after the other, Ranger District 

by Ranger District. 

Rangers, attending interest group and 

ground, consulting with wildlife experts 

spending hour after hour drafting detailed 

letters to the editor supporting habitat 

protections.

The Ely District is in the throes of 

this through Ely members and we 

dropped in unexpectedly on one public 

meeting to support our interests. We 

participate with our own letters to the 

congressional delegation and we made a 

SRM national conference on wild horse 

management in Reno.

powerful organization which includes all 

their monthly meetings and support their 

interest. 

MONTANA 

Watchmen under the new program 

launched in Montana. Members expressing 

Mark Vitt, Jock Conyngham, and Ben 

Long. They will be the eyes and ears of 

BHA members on National Forest lands 

impact habitat as well as non-motorized 

opportunities to restore non-motorized 

conditions to some motorized public 

conditions and problems. There remain 

please email Greg Munther at munther@

1320.

Habitat Watchman Jerry Grebenc, we were 

able to respond with concerns to a Helena 

NF proposal to log in the Telegraph Creek 

area. The proposal includes roadless area 

logging, which appears unnecessary 

in roaded areas. As an end result, we 

requested fewer open roads, and more 

wildlife security in the project design.

A recent news article highlighted ATV 

of their 40 or so gates had been damaged 

or destroyed by motorized abusers. Public 

hunting access to these lands is threatened. 

MT BHA will continue to push for better 

more enforcement tools.  
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B.H.A. MEMBER PHOTOS        

Ian Reid took this black-tailed 
deer in Oregon’s Rogue River 

Country in 2009.

BHA members, send your 
favorite backcountry photos to: 
editor@backcountryhunters.org

Kim McCormick has a 
right to be proud of this 
early season 5X6 whitetail, 
taken in 2009 in Montana.
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Jay Banta poses with a handful of dusky (formerly 
called “blue”) grouse taken in Utah in 2009. 

Montana member Joel Webster took this dandy mule 
deer in Montana’s Rocky Mountain Front in 2009.

Colorado BHA co-chair David Petersen took this 
bull at 2 yards with traditional archery equipment. 

Ryan Busse of Montana took this goat hunting in 
southeastern British Columbia in 2009.

Frank Lagen of Idaho took this bighorn in the 
Gem State’s canyon country.

Dave Landstrom took this six-point bull in rugged 
country in western Montana in 2009.



  Name(s)_______________________________

  Address_______________________________

  City______________________ State _______

  Zip__________________

  Phone (______)________________________

  Email________________________________

  ___ $25 Annual
  
  ___ $35 Family

  ___ $100 Supporting

  ___ $1000 Life

Annual and Family Membership Includes member sticker, bumper stickers and quarterly magazine. 
Add a BHA camo hat for a Supporting Membership. Life members receive a custom-made Helle knife 
with  your name and BHA logo engraved on the blade along with quarterly magazine and stickers.

Make Checks Payable to: Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 
Send to: Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, P.O. Box 655, Eagle Point, OR 97524

info@backcountryhunters.org

www.backcountryhunters.org

We are dedicated hunters and anglers who 
cherish the peace, solitude and challenge 

of the backcountry experience.

N
A

T
H

A
N

 C
U

V
A

L
A

Dedicated to 
passing on 
America’s finest 
outdoor traditions

Join Backcountry Hunters & Anglers!


