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As I write this column, summer is 
easing its grip on the Wallowa 
Mountains, and tinges of yel-

low, red, and orange are showing around 
the valley. Fall is in the air. Most of our 
membership is either out bowhunting or 
planning for October rifle hunts in west-
ern mountains. This is the time of year 
we all look forward to: time spent in 
the mountains and canyons in pursuit of 
game. To protect that legacy, we at Back-
country Hunters & Anglers are preparing 
for a busy winter schedule of events. 
 By now, you may have heard that 
we are eagerly planning BHA’s first-ever 
national gathering: The North American 
Rendezvous, for March 2-4, 2012, in 
Missoula, Mont. In this issue of Back-
country Journal, there is a registration 
page and list of seminars and activities. 
We have some fantastic speakers and 
music lined up: Author and host of TV’s 
“Wild Within,” Steven Rinnella; Mon-
tana traditional bowhunter and singer/
songwriter Mark Baker, and an auction, 
raffle and prizes with some great items. 
If you have any questions, contact our 
Rendezvous Coordinator, Rose Caslar at 
rcaslar@backcountryhunters.org. 
 Along with starting new projects 
such as the Rendezvous, we are wrapping 
up a significant four-part project based in 
Montana, for Responsible Trails Ameri-
ca. You have probably heard by now of 
our ATV abuse reporting rewards pro-
gram, designed to put some teeth in en-
forcement actions to protect habitat and 
opportunity. This program has received 
national media attention for its effective-
ness. We also published a white paper on 
the impacts of ORV use on public hunt-
ing and fishing habitat, and hope you will 
take time to read it and digest some of 
its important points. This paper is one 
more tool we hope will strengthen our 
members’ mission to protect backcountry 
and quality habitat. You can find it at our 
website, www.backcountryhunters.org. 
 Other political activities taken on 

by BHA include addressing legislative 
actions focused on HR 1581, a bill intro-
duced in Congress that would roll back 
existing habitat protections on tens of 
millions of acres of national forest back-
country. Our membership has been par-
ticularly vocal in opposition, and was a 
significant force in educating hunting and 
fishing groups, some of which initially 
supported this ill-advised legislation.  
 BHA continues to advocate for 
sportsmen’s interests on public lands in 
Alaska, Idaho, and Utah and is address-
ing new project areas in Washington and 
Oregon, on the Colville National Forest 
and Owyhee Canyon lands/BLM, re-
spectively. Of course, all of these activi-
ties take money, and we here at HQ have 
been aggressively fundraising and are 
pleased to say that we have hit the major 
benchmarks we’ve set for ourselves! We 
believe that our success in fundraising il-
lustrates the attraction of BHA’s mission 
– and the growing importance of public 
land protection to more and more hunters 
and anglers in the U.S. and Canada.  
 Members often ask what they can do 
to help. The number one thing we need to 
do is boost our membership numbers. So 
please recruit your friends, hunting part-
ners, family or complete strangers to join 
BHA. Personal recruitment is our most 
effective tool! 
 Back in the office, we are planning 
our respective hunts here in northeastern 
Oregon. I’ve got one more week of hunt-
ing out of my camp in the Eagle Cap Wil-
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BHA makes strides for backcountry

derness before we pack out for the winter. 
It’s good to get my own mules “working” 
again; Rose is sorting out her pack string 
and brushing up on her diamond hitch.  
 Speaking of backcountry travel, 
don’t forget to tally your mileage (on foot 
or horseback) and let us know your grand 
totals for the “Miles” challenge this sea-
son. Send your numbers to Rose. (See 
Page 11.)
 Happy hunting, and keep the hair 
above the hooves! —Jim 
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We are eagerly plan-
ning BHA’s first-ever 
national gathering: 
The North American 
Rendezvous, for 
March 2-4, 2012, in 
Missoula, Montana.
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Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 
is pro access. America’s national 
forests, our rivers and lakes and 

our fish and wildlife belong to everyone. 
All Americans deserve – and rightfully 
demand – access to this national birth-
right.
 But watch out: shady characters are 
doing bad things on America’s hunting 
and fishing grounds, hiding behind the 
cover of “access.”
 What does “access” mean? For a 
few people, “access” means the license 
to drive motorized vehicles wherever, 
whenever, they wish. That’s a bogus defi-
nition.
 There are many ways to access the 
land – foot, stock, mountain bike, or mo-
torized vehicle. All of them are appropri-
ate somewhere – and inappropriate else-
where.
 In Montana, the Department of Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks has a very success-
ful program called Block Management.  
That program offers ranchers incentives 
for allowing hunters to access their pri-
vate land. Hunters come by the thousand 
– but they come on foot. They park where 
the rancher tells them to, and walk in.  
 Likewise, Plum Creek Timber Co. is 
the largest private landowner in the Trea-
sure State. They allow hunters access on 
their land (I’ve shot several whitetail deer 
on Plum Creek ground, so I’m thankful 
for that access). But hunters may only 
drive on roads deemed open by the com-
pany. Still, thousands of acres are “acces-
sible” by foot, game cart, mountain bike, 
or pack horse.
 Conversely, across the country, 
moneyed people are buying private prop-
erty and closing off roads and trails that 
lead to public land and waters. That is 
lost access, often forever.
 Access is important. But beware of 
barracudas trying to hoodwink sports-
men into thinking they are doing the right 
thing by promising “access.”

 This issue came to a head recently in 
Congress with HR 1581, the Wilderness 
and Roadless Release Act. It’s sponsored 
by a southern California representative 
who claims he wants to “improve access” 
to public land.
 A handful of Beltway sportsmen’s 
groups are in on the act. Melissa Simpson, 
of the Safari Club International, testified 
“H.R. 1581 is vital to maintaining hunter 
access on our treasured federal lands.” In 
her letter to Congress, Simpson used the 
word “access” nine times.
 Sounds good, but what would the 
bill do? It would peel back existing con-
servation provisions on tens of millions 
of acres of national forest roadless ar-
eas across the West, allowing industry 
to punch new roads into those remain-
ing remote areas. These areas are often 
the most secure big game habitat and the 
places thousands of hunters go to seek 
trophy elk, muley bucks, bighorn rams 
or just a piece of peace and quiet. These 
areas have access – generally by foot, 
stock, mountain bike and, in some places, 
dirt bikes and ATVs.
 I am writing this in a room full of 
big game trophies killed in roadless ar-
eas. If these areas have no access, how 
did I kill all these animals? The answer 
is, I walked. Just like hunters have been 
doing for 10,000 years. 

co-cHAirmAN’s mEssAgE        By Ben Long

 Roadless areas are critical to provid-
ing the common hunter and angler oppor-
tunities in the modern world.   
 What is really going on here?
 Draw your own conclusions. But 
keep a few facts in mind:
 Before Ms. Simpson went to work 
for the Safari Club International, she 
worked for a Washington DC lobby firm. 
One of her clients was the oil and gas 
industry. One of her assignments was 
to counter the concerns of sportsmen’s 
groups, including BHA, which voiced 
concerns that oil and gas exploration was 
running roughshod over America’s hunt-
ing and fishing grounds.
 The sponsor of the HR 1581 is Rep. 
Kevin McCarthy, of southern California. 
There’s not much hunting country in his 
district but he does brag that his district 
produces more oil than all of Oklahoma. 
And, according to opensecrets.org, the 
oil and gas lobby is one of the biggest 
contributors to his campaign.
 There are lots of wolves out there. 
Some wear fur and have sharp teeth. Oth-
ers wear suits and carry briefcases. 

  

Beware of wolves cloaked in ‘access’

There are no "Keep Out" signs on 
wilderness areas, as so-called access 
advocates would have us believe.



It all started last year on a north-
ern Utah ruffed grouse hunt 
when my hunting buddy and 
fellow BHA member Dr. Chris 
Wilson said, “We should go up 

to central Idaho for the grouse opener 
next year. We could get ruffed, dusky, 
and spruce grouse all in the same hunt.” 
That was all it took for me, and the plans 
were hatched! I had never seen a spruce 
grouse, much less hunted for them, and I 
was eager to go! 
 Chris, who is the Director of the 
Utah DWR Fisheries Experiment Station 
in Logan, Utah, is a passionate upland 
hunter and runs two excellent English 
setters, Jenny and Ethan. The three 
spend most of their time chasing forest 
grouse, sharp-tailed grouse, and Huns, 
and are a pretty polished team. 
 With the Idaho forest grouse season 
opening on Aug. 30, we made our way 
north of Stanley to Loon Creek, a tribu-
tary of the Middle Fork of the Salmon. 
Camped at the end of the road on the 
edge of the River of No Return Wilder-
ness, we looked forward to not just 
forest grouse hunting but some excellent 
fishing in Loon Creek for Westslope cut-
throats as well. On the way in, we saw a 
hen spruce grouse and brood along the 
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Feast or

Famine
Forest 
Grouse

By Jay Banta  
 

Dogs Ethan and Jenny point a high-country spruce grouse for Chris.
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road. Jenny ended up rocketing out the 
open rear window and put on a pictur-
esque point of the hen up in a tree! A 
pretty good omen! 
 Those who hunt forest grouse know 
that it is often a feast or famine activity. 
We had to hunt for a good two hours 
before Ethan gave us a strong point. It 
was just a few seconds later that I ended 
up with my first ever spruce grouse in 
the bag! After that another hour without 
points and then finally came the feast. 
Both dogs pointed a single bird that 
Chris bagged, but Ethan was convinced 
there were more. Sure enough, it turned 
out to be a flock of spruce grouse and 
we were soon done with the daily limit 
of four birds each. 
 The next morning brought lots of 
hunting but limited success. The dogs 
pointed a brace of spruce grouse, with 
each of us bagging one bird. A bit later, 
a fine point and the bag of a beautiful 
adult male spruce grouse. After lunch, 
we spent a bit of time fishing, with 
Chris having great success and me, the 
novice fly fisherman, having somewhat 
less! Later that afternoon, while Chris 
continued hammering 13-18” cutthroats, 
I decided to hike in a couple of miles 
to a spot where some hikers had told 

us they had flushed grouse. About two 
miles in, I was rewarded by a brood of 
dusky grouse and finished with three to 
complete my limit. 
 That success made Chris decide 
that perhaps we should all look for 
duskys the next morning. We were not 

down the trail two miles when Jenny 
gave us a very urgent point, which 
turned out to be a group of six grouse. 
Lots of shooting followed but only three 
birds were bagged. Not to worry, the 
next mile or so down the trail resulted 
in two more good points by Jenny on a 
total of 10 duskys and, once again, we 
had the daily bag. 
 We departed that afternoon, think-
ing we had a fine adventure in the 
backcountry, little knowing our adven-
ture was not quite finished. At least 
25 miles from the nearest paved road, 
Chris’s SUV got two flat tires at one 
time! Jay departed with one of the tires, 
hitching for three different rides before 
finally arriving back at camp about 8:30 
that night with a repair. But there are far 
worse fates then spending yet another 
night in a beautiful spruce forest next to 
a rushing trout stream…  
  
 

Chris and pals Jenny and Ethan enjoy a rest with a brace of hard-earned 
backcountry spruce grouse.

‘We departed that after-
noon, thinking we had 
a fine adventure in the 
backcountry, little know-
ing our adventure was 
not quite finished.’ 

Cutthroat trout offered a pleasant sideshow between forays for forest grouse.
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T
he first time a woodsman 
sees his name on an AARP 
magazine must be jolting to 
the senses. For my dad, a 
retired ranger and the epitome 

of a backcountry hunter, it inspired an 
epic hunt.
 My father is a long-time Wyo-
ming resident, a retired Forest Service 
wilderness manager of 32 years. He 
has been trying to draw the sheep tag in 
the South Fork of the Wood River for 
23 years, not so he could kill a trophy 
sheep, but so that he could experience 
a trophy of a hunt, pursuing the sheep 
in the highest and most rugged part of 
their habitat early in the season. He is 
the epitome of a backcountry hunter, 
so it was no surprise that he chose one 
of the most rugged areas in Wyoming, 
and nearly as far back as you can go in 
the eastern Washakie Wilderness. The 
part of the plan that confused me was 
being dropped off by horses 13 miles in, 
when you own 8 head, and hiking out, 
possibly with a large ram. Dad told me 
that it was to avoid the hassle of horses 

From AARP to 
Epic Sheep Hunt

By William Shoutis

 

in camp with sheep all around us, but I 
soon figured out that it was also some 
sort of crucible for an aging backcountry 
hunter, some way to measure yourself 
with the mountains you love.  
 The first thing you become aware 
of when traveling along the South Fork, 
is that you rarely leave the flood plain, 
and that the system trail is never in the 
same location, it being annually erased 
from the landscape by scouring high wa-
ter. The trail crosses the plains of river 
rock 23 times in the 13 miles to where 
my dad wanted a camp dropped, and it 
takes little time to recognize the import 
of the senses and agility of a mule in this 
landscape. There was little stumbling 
on the way in, and the mules walked 
particularly fast, covering the entire 
distance in 2.5 hours.
 We would camp in the last stringer 
of timber, and all around us rose 2,000-
3,000 vertical feet of loose rock, crags, 
spires, scree, arêtes, hanging meadows, 
and walls. A quick glance yielded the 
understanding that there would be no 
easy way to hunt anywhere in the area, 

and, to be honest, it didn’t seem possible 
to locate and hunt a sheep in that terrain.  
The young cowboy who dropped us 
was turned down river in 15 minutes, 
and we prepared camp, then climbed a 
ridge above it to glass for sheep. Dad 
informed me that you must glass from 
the trees, because any movement in 
the open ground would be seen by any 
of the sheep feeding in any of the high 
basins, and then the sheep would simply 
climb and cross over the 12,000-foot 
spines and disappear into the next mas-
sive drainage.  
 The first sheep we found that eve-
ning were all ewes, but we saw close to 
40 feeding in various aspects all around 
our perch. We also watched numerous 
mature bull elk feeding in patches of 
hanging grass close to 12,000 feet. We 
looked on in astonishment as a herd of 
50 elk saw our movement between the 
trees and went straight up an open 40 
degree slope, filing individually through 
a gap the rocks. It was an astounding 
place to watch wildlife, and my dad told 
me the first night that if we left right 

‘I’m not sure I want to be retired 
if it’s going to be that difficult.’
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now he would be content with the hunt. I 
suggested that we hadn’t hunted yet, but 
he made it clear that he simply wanted 
to be there.
 The next morning was extremely 
windy and cold in our perch above 
camp, and the spotting scope was nearly 
useless with its shuddering. As we 
settled in to some meditative glassing, 
my dad plainly muttered, “There’s a 
ram.” Somehow my dad glassed a big 
ram bedded on what appeared to be 
the rampart to gain the upper reaches 
of some natural fortification the sheep 
traversed. We would call that escarp-
ment the Sheep Citadel in our glassing 
and planning conversations. We watched 
that ram for several hours and went over 
the various possibilities for approaching 
him. We began to glass again, hoping 
to find another option, and we located 
an albino mule deer, a bright beacon 
moving slowly across an open slope at 
11,000 feet. We would look back at the 
Citadel and find that ram had vanished 
into the terrain that afternoon.    
 The next morning we crossed the 
opposite drainage. It was opening day, 
but we heard no shooting.  The sun was 
shining, but the wind was ferocious. 
Trying to glass anything was physically 
demanding. We decided to go higher, 
as we felt that it was more important to 
get more angles now, and we couldn’t 
resist the fantasy of scrambling around 
an arête to come face to face with a 
sheep on a shelf. It turned out that the 
only things we came face to face with 
were pika, and the wind was beginning 
to wear us down, so we retreated to our 
camp wondering how many sheep had 
watched us that day.     
 We slept in a bit the next day, and 
we glassed a bit up the drainage from 
the tent door. The rain was frozen on 
the tent, and the basins were white 
with a coating of wet snow. I took my 
binos with me for the morning ritual, 
and glassed an opening in the timber on 
my way. I could see two animals with 
the naked eye on a steep slope some 
600 yards above camp; the striking 
horns of two big rams jarred me from 
my morning haze. As I strode quickly 
back toward the tent, I could see dad 
was making a fire. I mouthed “rams” 
and pointed, and he quickly grabbed his 

burning sticks and submerged them in 
the creek. We quickly assessed that they 
would be out of sight in minutes, and 
soon after we were crossing the river 
and ascending underneath them.  
 It was a complex sneak, probably 
the most complex either of us had ever 
attempted. We began belly-crawling on 
the grassy sections of a 35-degree slope, 
making big loops away from where the 
sheep were to stay out of sight while try-
ing to gain ground. We reached a point 
where there was virtually nothing left 
to crawl behind, and I shoved the pack 
uphill for dad to rest on. As I considered 
other options, dad fired at the bigger 
ram, and I heard him hiss, “Too quick.” 
He would miss again as the rams turned 
and ran straight up the bald rock of the 
impossibly steep slope. We spent the 
rest of the morning following the tracks, 
not to catch up, but to just try and walk 

where they ran, and be where the sheep 
had been. Every step was wet snow on 
loose rock, or clear ice over rock, and as 
we barely stood without falling – where 
they had run with baffling grace – we 
relished every second of furthering our 
relationship with the uniqueness of this 
animal.
     “Well, that was something I didn’t 
expect this morning,” said my dad, and 
we began to descend with sidesteps 
and a desire for some camp time. As 
we climbed down, we discussed how 
unpredictable a really good hunt could 
be, and as I responded to something dad 
said, I heard a rock fall somewhere up 
drainage. I stopped and began to glass 
the Citadel, and dad muttered some-
thing like, “If you find a sheep, I’ll…,” 
and within seconds I was watching 
another ram cross the steepest face of 
the Citadel. We decided that would be a 

The author's father navigates a treacherous spine in search of sheep.
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new sheep hunting rule: try and find the 
source of all falling rocks. We decided 
we had better get out of the open, be-
cause even from a quarter mile we could 
spook that ram, so we scurried back to 
camp and prepared to climb the Citadel 
by whatever route we could.  
 We found the approach on the 
south side to be steep and loose, but not 
impossible. Dad had his gun strapped on 
his back and we climbed up shoulder-
width rock chutes, around hoodoos, 
across narrow sheep trails – all the while 
imagining that ram somewhere above 
us. We began to find ledges that over-
looked the entire drainage, and on those 
ledges we found scat and tracks. The 
ridgeline we were ascending attained a 
small saddle that was covered in tracks, 
and we estimated that it was near the 
elevation of the ram, but there wasn’t a 
sheep in sight, and we realized that we 
were cliffed out. The Citadel would not 
yield its highest tower to us, and as we 
realized that we would not find the ram, 
we sat in silence and took in the most 
breathtaking views of the trip. 

  Again, the most wonderful hunting 
had come from just being where sheep 
had been.  
 We spent lots of time talking about 
our amazing day. We carried on the next 
day as we hiked out 13 miles, and then 
we continued at the Proud Cut in Cody 
over beers. I think my dad mentioned 
something about how happy he was 
with the amount of physical challenge 
he had endured, and I corroborated that 
by telling him that it was the hardest 
backcountry hunt I had ever done. I’m 
not sure I want to be retired if it’s going 
to be that difficult.
 Postscript: My dad would go in 
via the Greybull River two weeks later 
with one of his best friends, a retired 
Wyoming Game Warden, and 15 miles 
in, they set up camp, put the horses out, 
and had a magnificent ram down before 
dark. Rick forced my dad to shoot it, and 
my father had a respectful cry beside the 
sheep before they boned it out.  

BHA member William Shoutis lives in 
Livingston, Montana.
 

The scope reveals an elusive bighorn ram on a distant rocky slope.
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Backcountry Hunters & Anglers chapter News

Montana
 Cosponsored by our own Denny Re-
hberg, House Bill HR 1581 Wilderness 
and Roadless Area Release Act of 2011 
would remove all protections to remain-
ing roadless areas and wilderness study 
areas. These areas are currently protected 
by the Roadless Area Conservation Rule. 
Releasing roadless areas to development 
via this bill opens them to oil and gas 
exploration and more roads and more 
road hunters. These roadless areas are the 
heart of Montana’s remaining public land 
elk country. The 6.8 percent of Montana 
that is still roadless is the primary reason 
Montanans have the longest elk hunt-
ing seasons anywhere. Roadless areas 
are the primary reason big bulls and big 
mule deer bucks are still found on public 
land. Removing roadless area protections 
will quicken the day when most elk run 
to private ranches to escape hunters be-
cause there are no more secure habitats 
on public land. Please let other sportsmen 
know the perils of this bill.
 The decision regarding the Bitter-
root Forest travel plan is expected out 
this fall, as is the decision regarding a 
proposed new Summer Trails ORV trail 
system on the Superior Ranger District of 
the Lolo Forest. Montana BHA has been 
heavily involved in both these processes. 
In addition, Montana BHA has weighed 

in on the Blackfoot and High Divide 
Travel Plans on the Helena National For-
est, of which we have involvement to this 
phase. Steve Platt, Montana BHA mem-
ber, was able to persuade the Lincoln 
Ranger District to place physical barriers 
on a new ORV trail. Travel planning is 
about to begin on the Wise River, Dillon 
and Wisdom Ranger Districts. This po-
tentially affects some of Montana’s best 
elk habitat. More information will be 
available on the Beaverhead Deerlodge 
website. 
Idaho
 Idaho BHA has been busy educat-
ing lawmakers and the public on sev-
eral critical issues. We had an op-ed 
piece published in the Spokane (WA) 
Spokesman-Review on a proposal to 
open roadless areas to off-road vehicles 
and road building operations. The “Wil-
derness and Roadless Area Release Act” 
(H.R. 1581) is an ill-conceived piece of 
legislation that would increase big game 
vulnerability in roadless areas across the 
western U.S. Incredibly, this bill has been 
supported by a handful of “sportsmen or-
ganization’s.” The Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation recently retracted their initial 
support for this proposal thanks in part to 
an outcry by BHA members. 
 In September, we met with Repre-
sentative Mike Simpson and his Chief 

of Staff, Lindsay Slater, in Washington, 
D.C. to thank Rep. Simpson for his sup-
port of the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF), encourage him to seek in-
creased funding for this critical program, 
and let him know where we stand on H.R. 
1581. The meeting with Simpson helped 
satisfy one of the requirements for a grant 
BHA received. We will be meeting with 
Rep. Simpson in the field later this fall to 
emphasize some of the projects that the 
LWCF has helped to fund in Idaho. 
 While in D.C. we also met with 
ranking officials from the Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) and Department 
of Interior to show our support for a pro-
posal by Responsible Trails America for 
standardizing fines for illegal ATV use 
across public federal lands and incremen-
tal fines for repeat offenders. The D.C. 
trip was funded by Responsible Trails 
America. 
 The Clearwater Basin Collaborative 
had multi-day meetings this summer and 
is reaching agreement on such issues as 
wilderness, wild and scenic river desig-
nation, stewardship contracting, CFLRA 
(Congressional Forest Landscape Resto-
ration Act) activities and a national recre-
ation area in the Basin. The Collaborative 
intends to forward recommendations for 
legislative action to Senator Crapo later 
this fall. 

The Clearwater Basin Collaborative is reaching agreement on such issues as wilderness, wild and scenic river designation, 
stewardship contracting and a national recreation area in north central Idaho. Recommendations for action will follow.
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Truly an Award of Distinction

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers National News

BHA Executive Director Jim Akenson, left, and Conservation Director Holly 
Endersby present an antler award carved by Alaska BHA member Barry 
Whitehill to outgoing BHA Chairman of the Board Mike Beagle in June for 
recognition for his years of service as one of the original founders of BHA and 
its longtime chairman. 

A Gift for 
the Future
This summer, Backcountry Hunt-

ers & Anglers was selected by 
Jake and Karen Rajala for a gift 

of $25,000 from the Burns Charitable 
Trust.
 Raymond and Georgia Burns grew 
up in Indiana, both attending Ball State 
and Purdue Universities before moving 
to Richland, Wash., in the 1940s. There, 
Ray worked as a chemist at General 
Electric and Battelle Northwest at Han-
ford and Georgia taught business at Co-
lumbia High School. The couple made 
time in the outdoors a priority. Georgia 
was a counselor at a Girl Scout camp in 
the 1930s and helped to set up the Mid-
Columbia Girl Scout Council when she 
moved to Richland. Raymond’s passion 
for the outdoors centered firmly on fly 
fishing, which he pursued throughout 
the Northwest – especially after retiring 
to Port Angeles, Wash., in 1976. Both 
Georgia and Ray enjoyed this laid-back 
community on the Olympic Peninsula, 
as well as the natural environment sur-
rounding them. 
 According to daughter Karen Ra-
jala, “My mother was a devoted teacher 
whose concern for the educational and 
recreational needs of young people went 
well beyond the classroom. Both she and 
my father loved to hike and camp. My fa-
ther’s outdoor passion was fishing which 
he did throughout the northwest, most 
often in Washington but also in Oregon, 
Idaho and Montana.”
  True to their love of the outdoors 
and their abiding care for young people 
in particular, after Ray died in 1993, 
Georgia set up a Charitable Remainder 
Trust to be distributed upon her death. 
When Georgia passed away in Decem-

ber, 2010, Karen was asked to review the 
trust documents and recommend an up-
dated distribution.
 As luck would have it, Jake Rajala 
had recently become a member of BHA 
and knew about our mission and projects. 
Jake learned about BHA when he attend-
ed the RMEF convention in Reno, Nev., 
in 2010 and was so impressed with the 
organization that he joined it at the booth. 
Both Jake and Karen attended the RMEF 
convention in Reno in 2011, where they 
learned more about BHA from friends and 
members Dan Heinz and Karen Boeger, 
as well as Barry Whitehill (who, despite 
being an Alaska member, was helping 
out in Reno). Coincidentally, Barry and 
Jake had been neighbors when both their 
families lived near Cheney, Wash. Karen 
had met Dan and Karen while working 
on natural resource issues such as the 

2006 White Pine Country Public Lands 
Bill and the SNWA Groundwater De-
velopment Project through her job with 
White Pine County. Jake currently serves 
with Dan Heinz on the Resource Advi-
sory Council for the Humbolt Toiyabe 
National Forest.
 With a Master’s degree in Political 
Science with a Public Administration em-
phasis, Karen has always been uniquely 
qualified to work on public land issues. 
Beginning with the county in 1983 as 
the Economic Diversification Program 
Coordinator, her job grew to allow her to 
also focus on planning, working with leg-
islation and EIS review. Karen retired in 
2010. Jake’s Master’s Degrees in Anthro-
pology (Hunter Motivation) and Forestry 
and Range Management (Recreational 
Use of Wildlife), make him keenly aware 
of current issues in land management, 
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Going Motorized is Easy;
Using ‘the Quads God 

Gave You’ is not!
 This fall, we’d like YOU to tell us 
how many miles you walked, stalked, 
or rode on livestock while out enjoying 
America’s incredible backcountry.
 Send your mileage (estimating is 
OK) to admin@backcountryhunters.org, 
call Rose at (541) 398-0091, or write in 
to P.O. Box 53, Joseph, OR, 97846 by 
Dec. 1. Please separate miles on live-
stock and miles on foot.
 Then, look in our Winter Journal 
for our cumulative number! We think 
you’ll be impressed….

wildlife and hunting. Jake says, “After 
almost two years as a Wildlife Biology 
major I read in Aldo Leopold's writings 
that 90 percent of the problems in wildlife 
management had to do with people and 
human use of the wildlife. I confirmed 
this with employees of the Washington 
State Department of Fish and Game who 
stated, “Wildlife Biologists are a dime 
a dozen and what we need is somebody 
who knows something about people.” 
 From 1978 to late 2008, Jake put his 
education to work 
for the BLM, first 
by implementing the 
Wilderness Inven-
tory, then moving 
on to become the 
Ely office’s Outdoor 
Recreation Planner 
and finally being the 
NEPA coordinator. 
In this last position, 
Jake was responsi-
ble for NEPA com-
pliance for use of public lands through 
Categorical Exclusions, Environmental 
Assessments, and Environmental Impact 
Statements. Key projects Jake worked on 
were the Ely District Resource Manage-
ment Plan, Bald Mountain Mine Expan-
sion and initial stages of wind energy de-
velopment. 
 “I enjoyed promoting informed de-
cisions in a multiple use management 
context with consideration for sensitive 
resources through the NEPA process,” 
Jake says. 
  Karen and Jake spend much of their 
free time in the outdoors. Their children: 
Matt (Bachelor’s Degree in Environmen-
tal Science from the University of Idaho) 
who works for the Ely BLM District as 

the Fire Planner, and his wife, Erin, who 
serves as the Outdoor Recreation Plan-
ner and son Andy (Bachelors and Mas-
ter’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering 
from the University of Idaho) who lives 
in Walla Walla, Wash., and is employed 
as a Project Engineer by the Army Corps 
of Engineers, are equally tuned into the 
natural environment. Although, Karen 
adds, as the parents of four-year-old trip-
lets (Jed, Cora and McKenzie) Matt and 
Erin are kept busy at home. 
 But why, we asked, had Karen and 
Jake settled on BHA to receive a gift 
from the Trust? 
 “We wanted to select a non-profit 
organization devoted to preserving the 
backcountry opportunities for outdoor 
experiences,” stated Karen. “BHA’s mis-
sion and efforts fit our goal of matching 
my parents’ interests throughout their 
lives and our family’s interests as well.”
 Karen and Jake hope the Trust dona-
tion will foster BHA’s efforts to support 
backcountry trails, access to our public 

lands for backcoun-
try hunting and fish-
ing, bolster our edu-
cation mission and 
the development of 
cooperative efforts 
with federal and 
state agencies for 
projects that allow 
rural development 
while maintaining 
quality of life for res-
idents and visitors. 

 The Clearwater Basin Collaborative 
in north central Idaho is a perfect example 
of this meshing of land and water protec-
tion, trail development and maintenance, 
and rural economic diversity. 
 “It is our intention that the funds 
be used to contribute to the mission and 
goals of BHA,” the couple says. “We also 
want to provide the flexibility to allow 
BHA to use the funds where they will be 
most effective.” 
 In regards to choosing BHA for a 
donation, Jake explains, “My most rude 
awakening as a resource professional was 
the realization that too many of the major 
‘environmental’ organizations were not 
interested in resolving issues and protect-
ing the environment; but, instead, were 

interested in promoting controversy and 
raising money. Backcountry Hunters & 
Anglers is a boots-on-the-ground organi-
zation and has great potential to promote 
environmental enhancement.”
 Karen adds that, “Mom had a soft 
spot in her heart for those small organiza-
tions that were trying to get things done 
and get them going. And Dad was pretty 
independent and wanted to see things get 
done on the ground as well.”
  With our Boots on the Ground phi-
losophy, our grassroots efforts and pas-
sion for the backcountry, BHA members 
will see to it that this generous gift from 
the Georgia and Ray Burns Charitable 
Trust will “get things done.”
 Thank you, Jake and Karen, for sup-
porting BHA and for your trust in us. 

‘Backcountry Hunters & 
Anglers is a boots-on-
the-ground organization 
and has great potential 
to promote environ-
mental enhancement.’
— Jake Rajala

Co-workers honored Raymond Burns for 
his love of fishing at his retirement.

Raymond and Georgia Burns made time 
in the outdoors a priority.
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B.H.A. mEmBEr PHotos        

BHA member Karl Findling 
of Oregon Pack Works 
(www.oregonpackworks.com) 
hauled out his archery elk last 
year on his WholeShabang! 
pack.

BHA member 
Jay Banta offered this photo 
of Bruce Bonebrake with a buck taken with 
a muzzleloader in the Dixie National 
Forest of southern Utah.

BHA National 
Rendezvous

March 2-4, 2012, Missoula, MT

See details and registration  
form on Pages 14 and 15.
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Check out BHA’s group page on Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=45443257820

BHA members, we welcome your 
photos from our great outdoors. 
Please email your favorite to 
miller_outdoors@hotmail.com  

BHA member Stephanie 
Bigman poses with a limit of 
sage grouse, while her mother 
Jo hunts Oregon's Trout Creek 
Mountains Wilderness Study 
Area at sunrise.

Rose Caslar, executive 
administrative assistant for BHA, 
pauses for a moment during a ride 
with Red on Hurricane Creek in 
the Eagle Cap Wilderness.



Join us for live music with Mark Baker, dinner, and 
speakers on Friday night and for dinner, a talk by writer/
TV host Steven Rinella and live auction on Saturday!
Seminars and Activities Saturday All Day and Sunday AM. (Subject to Change)

Mule Packing with BHA Executive Director Jim Akenson, 
   Holly Endersby & Scott Stouder
“Setting up the Perfect Camp” with Jack Ballard
“Dall Sheep Hunting in Alaska” with Dick Robertson
Packing Mountain Bikes
Packing with Llamas
Orienteering Course and Contest with Tom Platt
Archery Range and Balloon Shoot
“Climate Change and Wilderness”
“How to Present at Legislative and Fish & Wildlife Meetings” (Panel Presentation)
“Facilitating and Communicating to Politicians on Nat. Resource Issues” (Panel)
“Recruiting Strategies at Sport Shows” with Barry Whitehill
National Business Meeting

Childrens’ Activities
• Primitive and survival skills
• Tracking  
• Bow making 
• Critter chests 
• Casting accuracy contest/
flyfishing

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 
North American Rendezvous

For activities in and around Missoula, visit www.missoulacvb.org/things_to_do 

Raffle & Auction Items Welcome and Appreciated!

Keynote speaker
Steven Rinella of 
“The Wild Within”



Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 
North American Rendezvous

 

 

 

 

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers North American Rendezvous 
March 2-4, 2012, Heritage Hall, Ft. Missoula, Missoula, MT 

 
Name _________________________________________________                          Deadline to Register: Feb. 10, 2012 

 

I have a: (Check One)      Regular Membership ______        Family Membership _______        Life Membership_______ 

 

Spouse/Guest’s Name (if attending)   ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children’s Names (if attending) ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________________City _______________________State________ Zip Code________ 

 

Day Phone_________________________ Evening Phone________________________ Email__________________________     
 

Individual:    

Includes Friday Dinner with Music, Speaker   $95 X  #______=  $________ 

        Saturday Seminars and Activities, Lunch Provided     

   Saturday Banquet Dinner with Speaker and Auction 

 Sunday Pastries and Coffee, Seminar and National Business Meeting 

     

Family:           

   Includes Same for Two Adults, One Child under 18 $155           $________ 

  

Additional Children:                       $25        X  #_____= $________ 

 Children’s ages: _____, _____, _____,_____,_____ 

 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:      $ ______________ 

 

   TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING:      ______________ 

 

Lodging Options (Not Included, Please Book Independently):  

GuestHouse Inn, Suites and Conference Center 

3803 Brooks St, Missoula, MT 59804 

Ph: (406) 251 – 2665 

Email: guesthousemissoula@gmail.com 

(Special Rendezvous Rates Available: $62.99/night)  MUST BOOK ROOM BY JANUARY 15 FOR THIS RATE! 

  

Or, Camp, RV, or Rent a Cabin at Missoula KOA 

3450 Tine Ave, Missoula, MT 59804 

Ph: (800) 562-5366,  (406) 549-0881 

Email: reservations@missoulakoa.com 
 

For an added bonus, send in registration by December 31, 2011, and receive 10 free “General” raffle tickets! 
 

Please make all checks payable to Backcountry Hunters & Anglers and mail to:  
 

BHA, P. O. Box 53, Joseph, OR 97846 
 

Canadian members must send International Cashiers Checks or Money Orders payable in U.S. funds. 
 

For payment by credit card, please provide the following information: 

 

Name & Phone # if different from above: ___________________________________________________ 

Credit Card # ______________________________Expiration Date___________ 3-Digit Sec. Code____ 
Visa____ MC____ Signature___________________________Date_______ 
 

Receipts will be mailed.  Check in at Heritage Hall, Ft. Missoula, starting 4pm, Friday March 2, 2012.                



  Name(s)_______________________________

  Address_______________________________

  City______________________ State _______

  Zip__________________

  Phone (______)________________________

  Email________________________________

  ___ $25 Annual
  
  ___ $35 Family

  ___ $100 Supporting

  ___ $1000 Life

Annual and Family Membership Includes member sticker, bumper stickers and quarterly magazine. 
Add a BHA camo hat for a Supporting Membership. Life members receive a custom-made Helle knife 
with  your name and BHA logo engraved on the blade along with quarterly magazine and stickers.

Make Checks Payable to: Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 
Send to: Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, P.O. Box 655, Eagle Point, OR 97524

info@backcountryhunters.org
www.backcountryhunters.org

We are dedicated hunters and anglers who 
cherish the peace, solitude and challenge 

of the backcountry experience.

An IRS approved 501(c)(3) non-profit
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Mail to: BHA, P.O. Box 21, Medford OR 97501

Dedicated to 
passing on 
America’s finest 
outdoor traditions

Join Backcountry Hunters & Anglers!


