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Happy New Year! It is hard to 
believe that another year has 
already gone by. The year 2011 

was a productive one for BHA, with sev-
eral new projects undertaken and grants 
secured to fund our land protection ef-
forts in many western states. 
 The popularity of our mission is 
underscored yet again by our increased 
number of projects and State Chapter in-
volvement around the country. 
 However, one area that is slow in 
growth is our membership numbers. 
That’s surprising, considering that our 
geographic reach and political influ-
ence has continued to expand, as shown 
through inquiries and new memberships 
received from eastern states, Canada, and 
even New Zealand. Generating interest 
in distant places is encouraging, but we 
need membership forms filled out and 
sent in. Let’s work together to make sure 
our membership is growing as quickly 
and as broadly as our reputation. 
 It can be challenging for a national 
organization to have a tangible presence 
in each state – especially in states as large 
as those in the West and Alaska. We want 
to refocus our mission to better connect 
individual members in their “home” ar-
eas of public lands with BHA. The BHA 
headquarters office is working on an op-
portunity to utilize Data Basin, a free sys-
tem that connects you with spatial data-
sets, non-technical tools, and a network 
of scientists and practitioners. Users can 
connect to external data sources, upload 
and publish their own datasets, connect to 
experts, create working groups, and pro-
duce customized maps that can be easily 
shared. We plan to use their map making 
programs to create maps of all our proj-
ects and areas of interest in the various 
states. This could be a real shot in the 
arm for BHA activities such as the Forest 
Watch Program, and hopefully stimulate 
more membership involvement. 
 One way that BHA is able to meet 
with members, hear their ideas, and gen-

erate excitement is by tabling at various 
sport shows around the West and Alaska. 
Please take a look at 2012’s list in this is-
sue of the Journal, see if there is a show 
near you, and stop by to visit…and take a 
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call of the Wild: rendezvous with BHA!
turn manning the BHA booth! 
 Finally, the whole idea behind our 
first ever North American Rendezvous 
is to get all of our membership together 
to share ideas, learn about current is-
sues and input techniques, and hear some 
great hunting and fishing stories! We’ve 
had a strong response to the rendezvous, 
but seating is limited, so please sign up 
for the rendezvous as soon as you can. 
Help us make it a success by ensuring the 
most important element is there: You! 
 We have an informative and fun 
weekend planned. All of our staff (Holly, 
Rose, and I) and our complete Board of 
Directors, led by Joel and Ben, will be at-
tending and are looking forward to meet-
ing many of you in Missoula March 2-4. 
Please take a moment and mail your reg-
istration today!
 Best wishes for 2012,

Jim
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BHA Executive Director Jim Akenson is  
calling on BHA members to get involved.
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 Boot Grease 

By Derrick Reeves
 I was fortunate this fall to be with 
my 13-year-old son when he harvested 
a beautiful 4-point whitetail buck on the 
breaks of a canyon near our home in Ida-
ho’s Clearwater country. The season was 
early and the buck was still marbled with 
the fat of summer. My son dove head first 
into field dressing the deer and managed 
to get messy as only a child can. I sent 
him to the shop with strict orders to clean 
himself up when we returned home, and 
heard him holler that “getting this fat off 
my hands is almost as hard as getting 
boot grease off.” I thought his analogy 
was rather profound for a young man. 
I wonder how many people in this day 
and age know or remember what it’s like 
trying to remove boot grease from their 
hands. Could be this reflects the brand of 
boot grease I use, but I suspect the an-
swer goes much deeper than that. I doubt 
he realizes how fortunate he is to know 
what boot grease feels like stuck to his 
fingers. 
 Boot grease is also a great anal-
ogy for BHA. We are a boots-on-the-
ground organization – founded first and 
foremost as an organization promoting 
preservation of big wild habitat that re-
quires boots with grease on them. Shar-
ing our great outdoors with my son has 
yielded tremendous personal satisfaction 
and reward. Hopefully, I have provided 
by example an appreciation of the things 
I value, and given some insight to the 
challenges we face in protecting our out-
door heritage. Our young people repre-
sent the next generation of outdoorsmen 
(and women) that will carry the torch for 
BHA. If you haven’t had the opportunity 
yet, take some time to introduce a young 
person to boot grease today. 
 Derrick Reeves is co-chair of  BHA’s 
Idaho Chapter.

BAcKcouNtrY JourNAL ENtriEs

10 things You can 
do toDAY to help 
the Backcountry

1) Join Backcountry Hunters & An-
glers or up your membership; recruit 
your hunting and fishing buddies or 
business sponsors to join or donate.

2) Attend the Backcountry Hunters & 
Anglers North America Rendezvous.

3) Take a camera in the field and doc-
ument abuse to public land and water; 
report lawbreakers and poachers to 
your local game warden (and get a 
reward!)

4) Speak out for backcountry values 
in blogs, chat-rooms, letters to the edi-
tor, or comments to Congress or land 
and water managers.

5) Introduce yourself to your local 
district ranger or regional biologist.

6) “Adopt” a piece of ground in BHA’s 
Habitat Watch program.

7) Introduce yourself to your state 
chapter leaders in BHA.

8) Join our Facebook page and post 
photos of your adventures.

9) Wear a BHA T-shirt, hat or display 
a bumper sticker to spread the word; 
distribute BHA brochures at trail-
heads, sporting goods stores or wher-
ever backcountry enthusiasts gather.

10) Mentor young or new outdoors 
people on backcountry skills, val-
ues and ethics. Get out and enjoy the 
backcountry!

Youthful voices: 
Nature’s Way
By Lydia Barrows

 
I see the birds pass by,
I see the trees’ crowns so high,
I hear the coyote’s long, loud cry,
    Nature’s way.
The grass is swaying in the wind,
I find a pine needle so very thin,
I see the spider’s web to spin,
   Nature’s way.
I see the pine cones rolling down,
I hear branches falling to the ground,
I find the small prairie dog’s dirt 
mound,
   Nature’s way.
I taste the red berries’ flavor,
The wind does seeds a favor,
Trees are grasses’ very good neighbor,
   Nature’s way.
The turkeys run, run, run so far,
Nothing in sight, not even a car,
The deer is scraping which leaves a 
scar,
   Nature’s way.
 
   Lydia is a 9-year-old who loves the 
outdoors. She’s a student in the “School 
in the Woods” in Colorado Springs – 
a unique program for 4th graders. The 
school has a mission statement that 
should resonate with BHA members:  
“The Mission of School in the Woods, 
dedicated to the study of natural sci-
ences in a natural setting, is to in-
spire our students to be critical think-
ers as they pursue lifelong learning 
through direct interaction with liv-
ing systems, integrated into an aca-
demically challenging curriculum 
in a safe environment. Our natural-
ists will share their deep apprecia-
tion and stewardship of the natural 
world with the larger community.”
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Feast or

Famine
Forest 
Grouse

T 
he deep guttural roar com-
ing from a downslope draw 
stopped us cold. It was un-
mistakable. A red deer stag! 
The roaring continued as we 

quietly slipped off our packs. Philip, our 
Kiwi friend, pulled his radiator hose out 
and roared a challenge.
 Jim and I started our stalk toward 
the primeval roaring as Philip continued 
to challenge. As quickly as it started, the 
sounds suddenly stopped. Of course: the 
wind. Always the wind. Regardless of 
which continent we hunt, the wind is that 
common worldwide factor that betrays 
traditional bowhunters. Except for a roar 
instead of a bugle, this seemed like hunt-
ing elk in the West.
 The three of us were en route into 
the center of a roughly 5,000-acre block 
of pristine, native New Zealand habitat 
with backpack gear and our bows to hunt 
red deer. Jim Akenson, BHA executive 
director, and New Zealand native Philip 
Commins had become acquainted years 
ago when Philip began bowhunting Ida-
ho with elk biologist Mike Schlegal. This 
was Jim’s third red stag hunt. I was the 
newby.
 Red deer, along with six other spe-
cies of the deer family, were introduced 
onto New Zealand soil as early as the 

Other large ungulates, such as tahr and 
chamois were introduced. Species very 
detrimental to native birds and vegeta-
tion have also been introduced, including 
pigs, wallabies, rats, house cats and Aus-
tralian possums.
 A look at a New Zealand map shows 
varying sized pockets of native vegeta-
tion protected on the North Island and 
more extensive wildlands on the South 
Island, including the Southern Alps and 
Fijordland. We remarked how thankful 
we were that some New Zealand vision-
aries, in the spirit of BHA, recognized 
the importance of standing up to protect 
wildlands amongst rapid development of 
agriculture and industrial exotic pine tree 
farming.
 With early concerns for native vege-
tation, the exotic deer quickly became la-
beled pests by the New Zealand govern-
ment. The goal of eradicating all exotic 
mammals led to control by paid govern-
ment and private bounty hunters, aerial 
gunning (which continues today) and 
unrestricted hunting. Presently there are 
no season, limit or tag restrictions on any 
deer, tahr or chamois in New Zealand.
 After backpacking a few hours into 
a native forest roadless area, we estab-
lished a simple camp on a small, non-
descript bench a couple of hundred feet 

Backcountry Hunting, New Zealand Style 
by Greg Munther

By Greg Munther

1850s. Before human settlement, the 
only mammals endemic to New Zealand 
were bats. Historically deer hunting was 
restricted to a special few in homeland 
Great Britain, so pioneering New Zea-
landers wanted public wildlife for general 
public hunting on their public lands. Deer 
introductions were widespread in the late 
1800s. Teddy Roosevelt was instrumen-
tal in introductions of North American 
elk on the South Island. On private lands 
game farms were established for meat 
production, then for velvet antlers and 
now even high-fence shooting preserves. 

New Zealand’s surreal blue mushrooms 
look like something out of Alice in Won-
derland ... or song lyrics from the 60s.

The hills of New Zealand’s North Island provide excellent, fair chase hunting for a variety of game, including fallow deer.
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above a small stream, which would serve 
as our water source. The dense ground 
vegetation – along with towering, 100-
foot-tall Rimu trees – reminded us of 
hunting western Oregon or Washington. 
Epiphytes of ferns and other species cov-
ered the limbs and trunks of both living 
and dead trees. Twenty-foot-high ferns 
with six-foot fronds formed mini-forests 
beneath the towering canopies of larger 
trees. Surreal, bright blue and red mush-
rooms dotted the forest floor. At night 
lit-up glowworms could be found attract-
ing insects as they dangled near sticky 
web-like insect traps. Rare birds like 
the kōkako and tui added unique sounds 
that completed the feeling that we were 
indeed, in a unique rainforest. Feeling 
very small in the ambiance of a towering 
forest reminded me of the settings in the 
movie Avatar.
 Abundant twisting vines, called sup-
plejack, challenged our stalking progress. 
In contrast, woodswise Philip seemed 
to flow through them without slowing, 
seemingly like a ghost in some animated 
Disney movie. Sneaking quietly is nearly 
impossible when negotiating supplejack. 
Avoiding patches of supplejack became 

a major objective for Jim and me, as we 
picked routes to bypass the major thick-
ets. Besides the challenge of dense veg-
etation, I am used to referencing my lo-
cation by visible peaks or ridges on the 

semi-open terrain of Idaho and Montana. 
Here, however, I was usually hopelessly 
confused in the densely vegetated roll-
ing terrain without prominent features. 
Before some patient lessons in combin-
ing a GPS and compass, I was totally 
dependent on Philip’s knowledge of the 
area. Besides hunting the area previously 
on many occasions, Philip had led pest 
control research in the area targeting in-
vasive rats and Australian possums.
 Following the early April rain 
storms, Philip’s roaring produced some 
territorial answers from several distant 
stags, but never a charging stag as we had 
hoped. Some roars were well within 100 
yards, but dense vegetation limited our 
ability to catch even a glimpse of them, 
let alone a viable shot.
 We found the population of red deer 
to be low density and scattered. Gunshots 
from the perimeter of the block of road-
less reminded us that hunting never stops 
for these deer, so they are necessarily 
wary. During our several days of tramp-
ing the area, we saw perhaps six red deer, 
most of which were stags. Pig sign was 
abundant and Jim spotted two small ones 
scurrying away from his approach. Our 
closest red deer encounter was a mere 10-
yard broadside standing opportunity as a 
mature stag apparently came to inves-

The author by a sign giving distance measured in time, not measurement – a standard 
for the New Zealand Department of Conservation.

A Kiwi hut in fallow deer country was the base of operations during a three-day hunt.
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tigate the noise of our climb up a steep 
face. Unfortunately, neither of us could 
get an arrow on the string before it bolted 
away. As the weather improved the roar-
ing ceased and a couple of roarless days 
left us searching for other New Zealand 
hunting opportunities.
 Fortunately, another Kiwi, Steve 
Boyd, had invited us to hunt fallow deer 
on a farm he had permission to hunt. We 
relocated to the farm and the small 8x12 
foot hunting hut he had constructed there. 
The roughly 800-acre farm was mixed 
pasture and a steep forested face above a 
gorge. The steep forested slope provided 
daytime habitat, and the fallow deer came 
up to the pastures to feed at night. Fallow 
deer have become established on limited 
areas of the North Island, but apparently 
are slow to pioneer into new habitats. 
The night before our arrival, Steve had 
downed a nice fallow buck, so our first 
morning was spent packing out his deer.
 The fallow deer rut was full on with 
stags or bucks “croaking” which is an ex-
tended snort sound. Croaking is an art in 
itself, and Steve had it to perfection aided 

by a cutoff cow horn. As the rut intensi-
fies, stags confine the females, or hinds, 
to increasingly smaller areas. Locating 
these rutting areas is key to success. 
Steve was able to call a stag to Jim, who 
was able to put it down with an arrow in 
failing light. The follow-up in the dark 
resulted in finding Jim’s stag perhaps 50 
yards away. The next evening I chose to 
sit in a tree stand on the edge of the forest 
hoping to catch the fallow deer coming 
into the open pastures to graze. I chose 
to pass on a small stag at only 5 yards. 
Later that evening a mature stag croaked 
incessantly less than 25 yards away, but 
remained concealed in the dense vegeta-
tion until dark brought the excitement to 
a close.
 We were also able to spend an after-
noon chasing Merriam’s turkeys and wild 
peacocks in a valley near Philip’s home. 
European hares always provided another 
hunting opportunity.
 Hunting New Zealand is certainly a 
unique opportunity for North American 
hunters seeking new experiences. Be-
ing able to hunt without seasons, limits 
or tags offers year-round possibilities. 
Private lands, lessees who lease public 
land but also control public access to this 
leased public land, and steep lands with 
dense vegetation are considerations that 
must be part of planning a New Zealand 
hunt. In the absence of natural predators, 
government-sponsored aerial gunning of 
ungulates continues on almost all pub-

lic lands as ungulate populations build. 
A newly authorized government Game 
Board offers hope that ungulates may 
eventually be managed as game instead 
of pests on some public lands.
 New Zealand seemed so familiar 
but so different. The hospitality, casual 
atmosphere, and friendliness of our New 
Zealand hosts Philip and Janet and Steve 
Boyd reminded us of the people of the 
rural West. New Zealanders also share 
the same deep hunting tradition in their 
culture. The landscape pattern is also fa-
miliar, being dotted with farms interrupt-
ed by large patches of native vegetation 
similar to the western U.S. As a couple 
of bowhunters, the distant roars similar 
to bugling elk immediately made us feel 
at home. Hunting them isn’t much differ-
ent.
 But the differences are also intrigu-
ing and challenging. It stretches the mind 
to adjust to understand wildlife manage-
ment and hunting where ungulates are 
largely considered by the government 
to be pests whose populations are to be 
minimized rather than managed for sus-
tainability. Of course the wholly different 
vegetation, the striking native birds and 
other native fauna make each day one of 
discovery and excitement. 
 I hope you  will be able to experi-
ence the wildlands of New Zealand.

 Greg Munther is chair of BHA’s 
Montana Chapter.
 

Host Steve Boyd, an experienced backcountry hunter, shot this large fallow buck right 
before the author arrived – just in time for meat packing!

BHA Executive Director Jim Akenson ar-
rowed this fallow buck after Kiwi hunting 
pard Steve Boyd called, or croaked, him 
in to bow range.
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 Editor’s Note: Often we ask back-
country hunters and anglers to write to 
their legislators and agency officials 
about rules, roadless protections and 
ATV abuses. These letters are vital in 
preserving our wildlife and wild lands. 
It’s important that agencies hear from 
backcountry, fair chase hunters. At times, 
that means not just commenting on leg-
islation, but also saying “thanks.” South 
Dakota hunter Kevin Hed recently shared 
this letter he sent following a memorable 
public lands hunt. May we all remember 
to celebrate — and offer appropriate 
thanks — for the opportunities still avail-
able on our public lands. 
 Dear BLM Staff:
 I am writing to express my gratitude 
to the Bureau of Land Management. My 
name is Kevin Hed, and I make my living 
as a pharmacist in Aberdeen, S.D. This 
year I was blessed to draw a nonresident 
deer tag for the state of Montana. My 
brother and father joined me on this trip, 
and it proved to be a great family hunt. 

 After acquiring a wonderfully de-
tailed BLM map of the Broadus, Mont., 
area, we were able to access some of 
the most beautiful country I have ever 
walked in. 
  Thank you for keeping this spectac-
ular land open to U.S. tax-paying citizens 
for recreational use, including hunting. 
Thank you also for having restrictions 
on motorized travel on BLM land; it pre-
serves the wilderness feeling of the land-
scape which many backcountry hunters 
and hikers crave. 
 On the last day of our hunt, I was 
fortunate to cross paths with a beautiful 
mule deer buck in a remote coulee. I was 
able to harvest this magnificent animal, 
closing the chapter on a hunt that my 
family will never forget. 
  After taking the animal around 
11:30 a.m, my brother and I used “the 
quads that God gave us” (not a 4-wheel-
er) and a deer cart to roll him back to the 
pickup by 3 p.m. Despite the hard work, 
we understand and accept the effort in-

volved in backcountry hunting. 
 My family wants to sincerely thank 
you for all that you do in managing BLM 
lands to allow for such hunting opportu-
nities in unspoiled wilderness areas, ac-
cessible only by foot. 
 In a day and age of increasing outfit-
ting on private, leased land and decreas-
ing opportunities for the average hunter, 
such access to public lands is essential for 
the future of America’s hunting heritage. 
 I have enclosed pictures of our hunt 
on BLM land that day in November in 
Big Sky country. It is my largest antlered 
mule deer to date, but I don’t care what he 
scores. He is a true public land trophy in 
my book, and I will remember this fam-
ily hunt fondly whenever I see his antlers 
on the wall or am enjoying some of the 
venison with my family and friends. 
 I am proud to be an American 
hunter, and enjoy the greatest freedoms 
and public land access on Earth. 
 Respectfully,   
 Kevin L. Hed 

 

A Letter from a Public Lands Hunter

Kevin Hed hauls out his public lands 
mule deer. Photo by Scott Hed.
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I
magine you’re home from a win-
try day in the backcountry. You’ve 
pushed yourself to the limit: cold, 
wet and tired. As you head toward 
the front door, you imagine the 

warm fire that awaits. Maybe there’s an 
elk roast in the crockpot, and coffee in 
the pot. You open the door.
 And then, the door slams in your 
face, as barking dogs charge you from 
the side. You run, only to get lost in a 
maze of roads you didn’t know existed. 
Every ounce of energy already gone, you 
wonder if you can survive the night.
 But you’re not going to have to just 
survive the night: You’re going to be out 
here for three months.
 Welcome to the winter world of the 
mule deer. 
 Winter is a time of stressful situa-
tions and low energy for deer. In the best 
of conditions, the time between Decem-
ber and April is a marathon of endurance. 
Today, though, most mule deer don’t have 
the best of conditions. With their energy 
already depleted to dangerous levels, the 
deer must negotiate a new world of sub-
divisions, depleted habitat and constant 
human presence. 
 In short, they’ve been locked out of 

home for the winter.
 Backcountry and wilderness are, of 
course, important for deer and other big 
game. But even the West’s expansive 
public lands aren’t enough. Those wilder-
ness mule deer you stalk in October? By 
January, they’re far from wilderness—
roaming valley-bottom farms or even ur-
ban areas. 
 As conservationists, we must take 
care of the big game animals’ entire 
habitat, food and security needs. These 
animals move quite a bit, so that means 
protecting both wilderness and working 
lands.
 What does a mule deer (or an elk) 
need to get through the winter? Here’s a 
summary, and some ideas for how you 
can help protect a home on the range.
 Balanced Diet. Many mule deer 
spend the winter in sagebrush. The rea-

son is clear: Sagebrush is a highly nutri-
tious plant, and some studies have shown 
that this plant accounts for more than 30 
percent of a deer’s forage needs in the 
winter. 
 But sagebrush country, contrary to 
popular belief, isn’t just sagebrush: It in-
cludes a complex mix of plants that help 
fulfill deer’s dietary needs. Bitterbrush 
is a favored plant, one that BLM plant 
biologist Roger Rosentretter calls “deer 
candy.” In healthy sagebrush habitat, 
bunch grasses pop above the snow, pro-
viding deer with another important food 
source.
 Unfortunately, a huge portion of 
sagebrush country has been converted, 
much of it into a monoculture of cheat-
grass, an annual non-native grass. Sage-
brush is adapted for fire, but only on in-
frequent intervals. When it burns every 
year, cheatgrass takes over and outcom-
petes all other plants. 
 Deer do eat cheatgrass, but only 
when it’s green—a short window. It is not 
as nutritionally loaded as native plants. It 
gets buried under snow. And cheatgrass, 
unlike large sagebrush, provides no cov-
er.
 Protecting sagebrush country from 

Home on the 
Winter 
Range

By Matt Miller

As conservationists, we must 
take care of the big game 
animals’ entire habitat, food 
and security needs.

Mule deer face a dizzying array of hazards when they lose their winter range.
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fire remains the best way to protect big 
game winter range. When areas do burn, 
they should be replanted with sagebrush, 
bitterbrush and other native plants. Many 
fish and game departments hold annual 
events to gather sagebrush seeds for re-
stocking these plants in damaged habi-
tat.
 A working place gives wildlife 
space. Farms and ranches may seem far 
from the backcountry. But, chances are, 
it’s how wilderness deer, elk and moose 
move from the backcountry to winter ar-
eas. In many places, farms and ranches 
provide the primary winter range.
 The trends for working lands are 
not rosy around the West. A significant 
amount of private forest lands, farms and 
ranches are being sold for second-home 
and resort development. 
 Conservation easements—voluntary 
legal agreements that protect land from 
development in perpetuity while ensur-
ing traditional ownership and land usage 
continues—remain a tool to keep work-
ing lands working. Senator Mike Crapo 
(R-ID) is currently co-sponsoring a bill 
to provide funding for agricultural ease-
ments. Such legislation may benefit pri-
vate landowners, but there’s a clear pub-
lic benefit. Even if you never hunt private 
land, you should support easements; to 
paraphrase John Muir, when you tug on 
one string, you find it’s all connected.
 Across the road. Driving around 
the edge of Boise in winter is like an ob-
stacle course, with mule deer everywhere. 
That’s why I was thrilled when the Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game installed a 
deer underpass for deer to cross the high-
way safely. Such underpasses may not be 
aesthetically pleasing: they often involve 
high fences. But I’ll take the fences to 
continue to have a thriving deer herd.
 Thousands of deer and many other 
species are killed on highways each year. 
This also results in substantial vehicle 
damage and even human death. 
 Wildlife overpasses and underpasses 
work. See Patagonia’s campaign, Free-
dom to Roam, for dramatic video footage 
of a variety of wildlife using these pas-
sages. 
 Stress free. Deer need every calorie 
they can save at this time of year. They 
are conserving energy by staying still 

and, often, lying down. When you ap-
proach a deer, you cause it stress – and 
force it to burn vital calories. That could 
be the difference between life and death 
in those last hard weeks of winter.
 Just causing a deer to stand up is too 
much for a starving animal. Obviously, 
motorized recreational vehicles should 

not be disturbing deer on winter range. 
But those on foot can be just as problem-
atic. Please give deer space. Don’t hike 
or recreate in known winter areas. And 
please don’t let your dogs roam in such 
areas. 
 In some areas, mule deer herds have 
disappeared due to a loss of sagebrush 
and too much human disturbance. The 
West is still gifted with amazing winter-
ing herds. Let’s make sure that deer have 
the food, shelter and security they need, 
so that they’re truly home on the range.
 Backcountry Journal editor Matt 
Miller is a writer, conservationist and 
avid hunter living in Boise. 
 

In some areas, mule deer 
herds have disappeared due 
to a loss of sagebrush and too 
much human disturbance.

Collecting sagebrush seeds: a great volunteer activity that helps restore key habitat.
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BHA chapter News

Washington
 Washington BHA is involved in a 
stakeholders group dedicated to compos-
ing and creating visible ID legislation on 
all OHVs. If passed, the bill would man-
date visible ID, create a three-tiered layer 
of fines ranging from $500 to $5,000, de-
fine and outlaw irresponsible trail build-
ing while exempting business interests 
(timber and agriculture) using machines 
in their work from these requirements.
 We held an in-district meeting with 
Rep. Herrera-Beutler on HR 1581. We 
were able to spend 25 minutes with her 
and educate her on just what the impact 
of this bill would be on sportsmen and 
lands of Washington. She was unaware 
of the definition of roadless and had no 
idea about the actual road densities in 
Washington.
 We have also come out in support of 
Rep. Norm Dick’s Wild Olympics Cam-
paign. This effort would permanently 
protect hunting and fishing opportunity 
on 130,000 acres by creating a system of 
reserves, a national recreation area and 

wilderness. 
 Finally, we have supported and are 
continuing efforts to protect Washing-
ton’s Yakima Basin. This proposal would 
create 120,000 acres of wilderness and 
national recreation area. While helping 
to solve the water shortage problems af-
fecting the basin, it would also allow new 
passage for salmon and steelhead back 
into the headwaters of the Teannaway 
and Cle Elum rivers.
Montana
 In a huge victory for Montana BHA, 
the Montana Fish and Game Commission 
finalized rules governing motorized use 
of rivers in the Missoula area. Jet skis 
are now banned and motorboats are re-
stricted to low conflict periods with wild-
life and non-motorized users. The rules 
were enacted after Montana BHA and 
other groups opposed more boat ramps 
until motorized use on these rivers was 
regulated. Other Montana rivers need 
protection from growing motorized use 
as well.
 Montana BHA is actively support-

ing the newly proposed Rocky Mountain 
Front Heritage Act sponsored by Senator 
Max Baucus.  The bill would add 67,000 
acres of new wilderness, and 207,000 
would be a conservation management 
area where all existing uses would be 
maintained, including existing motorized 
access. Containing invasive weed species 
on this grass ecosystem would be a high 
priority in the bill.
 Montana BHA is also actively op-
posing HR 1505, cosponsored by Rep-
resentative Rehberg, which would give 
Department of Homeland Security free 
rein on all federal lands within 100 miles 
of our nation’s borders, including Koote-
nai and Flathead Forests. Thirty-six pub-
lic land laws would be waived including 
NEPA, which gives the public opportuni-
ty to comment on any project proposals.
 Montana BHA has written letters 
to the Helena National Forest opposing 
allowing contractors to continue to use 
large ATVs for weed spraying behind 
motorized closures when other means are 
feasible. 
 
 

Making a Difference for sportsmen
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BHA receives 
grants to fund 
its work in 
conservation
 BHA has been successful in being 
awarded grants to work on issues through 
the collaborative process in Idaho, Ore-
gon and Washington. The Idaho collab-
orative, the Clearwater Basin Collabora-
tive, is the longest collaborative process 
BHA has been involved in and continues 
to receive support from the Lazar Foun-
dation and the Wilburforce Foundation. 
However, with new PEW funding, we 
are able to add work on the Owyhee Can-
yonlands in Oregon and work on land 
protection in the Colville National Forest 
in Eastern Washington. Another founda-
tion, which wishes to remain behind the 
scenes, continues to provide funding for 
membership growth and land protection 
in Utah as well as support to coordinate 
conservation strategies throughout the 
West. Responsible Trails America con-
tinues to fund our work on ATV visible 
licensing, common fines across all fed-
eral lands and increased fines for repeat 
offenders in Oregon, New Mexico and 
Colorado. A similar grant was completed 
last summer in Montana.

An angler fishes upper Kelly Creek, a 
stream the Clearwater Basin Collabora-
tive is recommending for Wild and Scenic 
River designation. It’s a blue ribbon trout 
stream. Our CBC work is funded by the 
Lazar and Wilburforce Foundations.

Visit BHA at These Sport 
Shows Around the Country  
          
For more information on show locations and times, call (541) 
398-0091, email admin@backcountryhunters.org, or search 
show names on the Internet.      
 
         
Denver, CO The Fly Fishing Show   Jan. 6-8, 2012  
         
          
Boise, ID  Western ID Fly Fishing Expo  Jan. 13-14,2012  
         
          
Kalamazoo, MI Kalamazoo Traditional Archery Gathering Jan. 27-29, 2012  
         
          
Redmond, OR Traditional Archers of Oregon  Jan. 28, 2012  
         
          
Boise, ID  Idaho Traditional Bowhunters  TBD   
           
         
Las Vegas, NV Elk Camp, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Feb. 2-4, 2012  
         
          
Albuquerque, NM Bob Girding Hunting and Fishing Show Feb. 10-12, 2012  
           
         
Salt Lake City, UT Western Hunting and Conservation Expo Feb. 9-12, 2012  
           
         
Phoenix, AZ International Sportsmen’s Exposition Feb. 23-26, 2012  
           
         
Missoula, MT BHA North American Rendezvous  Mar. 2-4, 2012  
         
          
St. Paul, MN American Deer Classic and Outdoor Expo Mar. 9-11, 2012  
         
          
Juneau, AK SE AK Sports and Rec Show  Mar. 23-25, 2012  
         
          
Portland, OR Professional Bowhunters Society Banquet Mar. 25-27, 2012  
         
          
Anchorage, AK Great Alaska Sportmens Show  Mar. 29-Apr. 1, 2012  
   
      
Sandy, UT Wasatch Fly Fishing Show   Apr. 6-7, 2012  
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B.H.A. 
MEMBEr 
PHotos        

BHA life member Dan 
Edwards poses with a 
Beatys Butte Oregon 
pronghorn taken with a 
traditional muzzleloader.

BHA member 
Brian Drake took this nice 
mule deer in Idaho's Sawtooth National Forest.

BHA members, we welcome your 
photos from our great outdoors. 
Please email your favorite to 
miller_outdoors@hotmail.com  
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Check out BHA’s group page on Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=45443257820

Colorado BHA co-chair (and BHA board 
member) David Lien with a bull elk taken in 
southwest Colorado’s San Juan Mountains 
last October. Photo by David Petersen.

BHA member Willis Mattison of Osage, Minn., 
tagged this 60 1/2-inch moose on a self-guided 
fly-in hunt this past September along the 
North Branch of Alaska's Chandalar River. 
A horseback outfitter hauled the bull down 
the mountain to the unnamed lake where the 
float plane picked them up. A separate flight 
took the meat, rack and cape to Fairbanks.  

Minnesota BHA co-chair Darrell Spencer and 
father, Duane, took these two whitetail bucks in 
nothern Minnesota's Chippewa National Forest 
in November 2011.



Join us for live music with Mark Baker, dinner, and 
speakers on Friday night and for dinner, a talk by writer/
TV host Steven Rinella and live auction on Saturday!
Seminars and Activities Saturday All Day and Sunday A.M. (Subject to Change)

Mule Packing with BHA Executive Director Jim Akenson, 
   Holly Endersby & Scott Stouder
“Setting up the Perfect Camp” with Jack Ballard
“Dall Sheep Hunting in Alaska” with Dick Robertson
Packing Mountain Bikes
Packing with Llamas
Orienteering Course and Contest with Tom Platt
Archery Range and Balloon Shoot
“Climate Change and Wilderness”
“How to Present at Legislative and Fish & Wildlife Meetings” (Panel Presentation)
“Facilitating and Communicating to Politicians on Nat. Resource Issues” (Panel)
“Recruiting Strategies at Sport Shows” with Barry Whitehill
National Business Meeting

Childrens’ Activities
• Primitive and survival skills
• Tracking  
• Bow making 
• Critter chests 
• Casting accuracy contest/
flyfishing

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 
North American Rendezvous

For activities in and around Missoula, visit www.missoulacvb.org/things_to_do!

Raffle & Auction Items Welcome and Appreciated!

Keynote speaker
Steven Rinella of 
“The Wild Within”



Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 
North American Rendezvous

 

 

 

 

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers North American Rendezvous 
March 2-4, 2012, Heritage Hall, Ft. Missoula, Missoula, MT 

 
Name _________________________________________________                          Deadline to Register: Feb. 10, 2012 

 

I have a: (Check One)      Regular Membership ______        Family Membership _______        Life Membership_______ 

 

Spouse/Guest’s Name (if attending)   ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children’s Names (if attending) ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________________City _______________________State________ Zip Code________ 

 

Day Phone_________________________ Evening Phone________________________ Email__________________________     
 

Individual:    

Includes Friday Dinner with Music, Speaker   $95 X  #______=  $________ 

        Saturday Seminars and Activities, Lunch Provided     

   Saturday Banquet Dinner with Speaker and Auction 

 Sunday Pastries and Coffee, Seminar and National Business Meeting 

     

Family:           

   Includes Same for Two Adults, One Child under 18 $155           $________ 

  

Additional Children:                       $25        X  #_____= $________ 

 Children’s ages: _____, _____, _____,_____,_____ 

 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:      $ ______________ 

 

   TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING:      ______________ 

 

Lodging Options (Not Included, Please Book Independently):  

GuestHouse Inn, Suites and Conference Center 

3803 Brooks St, Missoula, MT 59804 

Ph: (406) 251 – 2665 

Email: guesthousemissoula@gmail.com 

(Special Rendezvous Rates Available: $62.99/night)  MUST BOOK ROOM BY JANUARY 15 FOR THIS RATE! 

  

Or, Camp, RV, or Rent a Cabin at Missoula KOA 

3450 Tine Ave, Missoula, MT 59804 

Ph: (800) 562-5366,  (406) 549-0881 

Email: reservations@missoulakoa.com 
 

For an added bonus, send in registration by December 31, 2011, and receive 10 free “General” raffle tickets! 
 

Please make all checks payable to Backcountry Hunters & Anglers and mail to:  
 

BHA, P. O. Box 53, Joseph, OR 97846 
 

Canadian members must send International Cashiers Checks or Money Orders payable in U.S. funds. 
 

For payment by credit card, please provide the following information: 

 

Name & Phone # if different from above: ___________________________________________________ 

Credit Card # ______________________________Expiration Date___________ 3-Digit Sec. Code____ 
Visa____ MC____ Signature___________________________Date_______ 
 

Receipts will be mailed.  Check in at Heritage Hall, Ft. Missoula, starting 4pm, Friday March 2, 2012.                
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  Name(s)_______________________________

  Address_______________________________

  City______________________ State _______

  Zip__________________

  Phone (______)________________________

  Email________________________________

  ___ $25 Annual
  
  ___ $35 Family

  ___ $100 Supporting

  ___ $1000 Life

Annual and Family Membership Includes member sticker, bumper stickers and quarterly magazine. 
Add a BHA camo hat for a Supporting Membership. Life members receive a custom-made Helle knife 
with  your name and BHA logo engraved on the blade along with quarterly magazine and stickers.

Make Checks Payable to: Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 
Send to: Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, P.O. Box 655, Eagle Point, OR 97524

info@backcountryhunters.org
www.backcountryhunters.org

We are dedicated hunters and anglers who 
cherish the peace, solitude and challenge 

of the backcountry experience.

An IRS approved 501(c)(3) non-profit
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Mail to: BHA, P.O. Box 21, Medford OR 97501

Dedicated to 
passing on 
America’s finest 
outdoor traditions

Join Backcountry Hunters & Anglers!


