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one of my greatest joys as a fa-
ther is seeing the great outdoors 
through my children’s eyes. It 

reminds me of my own upbringing and 
inspires my work today. Three years ago, 
my wife and I took our then two-year-
old daughter on her first camping trip up 
Rock Creek, a famed blue-ribbon trout 
stream just east of Missoula, Mont. No 
one slept the first night as the novelty of 
sleeping in a tent was just too exciting for 
our restless young one. 

Knowing that our trip hung in the 
balance, I put Cidney in the car and we 
headed upriver while my wife got some 
much needed rest. Cid fell asleep in no 
time and I seized the opportunity. Find-
ing a nice stretch, I pulled over, rolled 
down the window closest to the river and 
locked the doors. She was finally asleep 
and it was time for me to steal a few 
casts. In no time I had two small brown 
trout which I kept for dinner. 

That evening when we were prepar-
ing our meal, I let Cid handle the fish. 
She gazed upon these new creatures, one 
in each hand. 

I looked down at her and said, “You 
know, Cid, we are going to eat those for 
dinner tonight.”  

She looked up at me with trusting, in-
quisitive eyes, back down at the fish and 
one last look at me. She then proceeded 
to take a big ol’ chomp out of one of the 
fish. 

 “Cid, we have to cook ‘em first!” I 
exclaimed.

She took the fish out of her mouth 
and just smiled. 

Rock Creek’s outstanding fishery is 
directly tied to the intact backcountry 
that feeds the river with cold, clean water. 
Elk, mule deer and moose thrive there. It 
is these lonely places, as described by 
Theodore Roosevelt, that provide world-
class fish and wildlife habitat and the 
hunting and fishing opportunities that go 
with them. Some of my favorite memo-
ries as a kid were trips into the headwa-

ters of the Yellowstone River and my 
beloved Bob Marshall Wilderness. These 
experiences and my parents chosen field 
of work truly connected me to the land 
and set me on a professional path of con-
servation. 

I have had the good fortune of work-
ing on conservation issues near and dear 
to my heart, from local state houses to 
the White House, and most recently in 
the wilds of the Louisiana marsh. While 
I have enjoyed the diversity of issues and 
landscapes I’ve been fortunate to work 
on, my heart is in the West. 

Being hired as the executive director 
of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers is a 
true honor. I plan to utilize my experi-
ence, skills and relationships to take BHA 
to the next level. This will not happen in 
a vacuum. One of BHA’s greatest assets 
is its boots-on-the-ground infectious en-
ergy; you just can’t manufacture that. In 
my short tenure so far, I’m impressed and 
inspired by the passion and expertise of 
our membership. I have a lot of Theodore 
Roosevelt quotes I enjoy, but one of my 
favorites is, “I admire the man who takes 
the next step, not those who theorize 
about the 200th.”  

Thank you for stepping up and mak-
ing BHA the success we realize today. 
Together, we will continue to be the voice 

Coming Home for our wild public lands, waters and 
wildlife. If for nothing else, to carry on 
our proud conservation heritage, ensur-
ing and inspiring a whole new generation 
of backcountry sushi girls! It’s a privilege 
to be on the trail with all of you. 

Onward and upward.

New BHA Executive Director Land Tawney exudes 
passion for family and the outdoors.
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co-cHAirMAN’s Note              By Ben Long

Picking a new leader for a bold, 
dynamic group with as much po-
tential as Backcountry Hunters & 

Anglers was a daunting task. The future 
of the group, and the future of our mis-
sion, depended on finding just the right 
person for the job. We sought someone 
who had proven leadership skills, a gung-
ho work ethic and bulletproof credentials 
in the backcountry.
 BHA’s search committee ended up 
hiring Land Tawney, of Missoula, Mont., 
to be our new executive director. It was 
a tough process, which included a lot of 
hours on the telephone and many miles 
in airplanes and sorting through scores 
of resumes and interviews. Our search 
committee interviewed many strong can-
didates who would have been great po-
tential executive directors. In the end, we 
hired Land. I think as you get to know 
Land, you’ll understand why we made 
the decision.

If you have a conversation with Land, 
you’ll learn two things right away. One, 
he is passionate about his family, both his 
wife and two young children, and his sis-
ters and parents. Secondly, he is almost 
as passionate about his love for Ameri-
ca’s great outdoors. For him, the family, 
the outdoors and conservation are deeply 
entwined. His mother, Robin Tawney 
Nichols, is a leading conservationist in 
Montana, as was his late father, Phil. 
They introduced him to hunting and fish-

ing and to conservation. It took. Today, 
Land is passing that land ethic and out-
doors enthusiasm on to his own children, 
wanting them to enjoy the sweet things in 
life he grew up with.

Welcome aboard, Land! And special 
thanks to our search committee, which 
include my co-chair Joel Webster, board 
members John Gale, of Colorado, Larry 
Fischer and Sean Carriere of Idaho, and 
at-large members Holly Endersby, of 
Idaho, Ed Putnam, of Oregon, and Jock 
Conyngham, of Montana.

• The board would also like to tip a tin 
cup of whiskey for Board Member Tony 
Heckard, of Molalla, Ore. Tony stepped 
off the board after nearly 10 years of 
service. Tony was one of the legendary 
“gang of 7” hunters and anglers who 
were at the founding campfire of BHA in 
southwestern Oregon, back in 2004. He 
has been a staunch supporter ever since, 
bringing good humor and common sense 
to our board business. Thank you, Tony. 

• Tony’s seat on the board will be filled 
by Sean Clarkson, of Maryland. Some of 
you met Sean at the 2013 Rendezvous in 
Boise. He’s energetic and brings the “can 
do” attitude from his time in the Marine 
Corps to BHA. He has less gray hair than 
most of us on the board. He is our first 
board member from beyond the western 
United States. His presence on the board 
reflects the fact that BHA has grown from 
a one-state organization to a group that 

now has members in nearly all 50 states,  
Australia and just recently Italy. Wel-
come aboard, Sean!

• While we are still recovering from 
the great times we had at the 2013 North 
American Backcountry Hunters & An-
glers Rendezvous in Boise, we are equal-
ly fired up about the year to come. The 
Board has selected the Colorado Chapter 
of BHA to host the 2014 Rendezvous. 
Stay tuned for more information, but set 
aside the dates of March 21-23, 2014. 

• BHA’s Board recently decided it 
needed to update our slogan. How else 
could we quickly and concisely explain 
our important mission? This is how we 
boiled it down:

“The sportsmen’s voice for our wild 
public lands, waters and wildlife.” 

That says it all! At least, that is what 
we strive to be – with your help. So tell 
your friends and neighbors that if they 
value the right to hunt and fish in a high 
quality setting on public lands, they need 
to join up!
 The best is yet to come!

Welcome aboard, Land! Our search committee 
interviewed many strong 
candidates who would have 
been great potential executive 
directors. In the end, we hired 
Land. I think as you get to know 
Land, you’ll understand why we 
made the decision.
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M
y friend Terry and I 
used a knife ridge to 
drop far down into the 
Bighorn Crags in cen-
tral Idaho’s River of 

No Return Wilderness. I had a 17-pound 
backpack, plus a Bear Kodiak Magnum 
recurve. Terry had 22 pounds, plus his 
rifle. Together we were on a week-long 
bighorn sheep hunt into central Idaho’s 
wildest country. Without a tent and only 
jackets, we hadn’t counted on the huge 
early September snowstorm that dumped 
on us the second day of our trip. After 
hours of uphill struggle in the blowing 
wet snow, we reached the road and the 
welcoming, warm wall tent of other hunt-
ers. The year was 1961 and I was just 18 
years old.

Thus began a 50-year quest to kill a 
bighorn ram with my bow. The next big-
horn opportunity came in 1981, when 

Idaho friend Larry Wilde and I both drew 
bighorn permits for the same Bighorn 
Crags. The only practical way to reach 
the best sheep habitat was to float into the 
hunting unit with a whitewater raft and 
then leave the raft and hike up off the wa-
ter onto bony ridges. We spent a total of 
22 days floating to mouths of side drain-
ages, backpacking our water and gear 
2,000 feet up ridges and then glassing 
for rams until our water was exhausted. 
In the end we both took rams with our 
rifles. 

In 2005, luck gave me a Colorado 
bighorn ram permit in the Mosquito 
Mountain Range. The first day I passed 
on shots at two younger rams. After sev-
eral days of failed stalks on a huge ram, 
I muffed a 25-yard broadside shot in the 
heavy dark timber. I would like to blame 
the terrible shot on something other than 
too much stored adrenaline.

And then finally, after many years of 
rejections and refunds, I was successful 
at drawing a 2011 Montana bighorn per-
mit. 

One October morning, I used the ear-
ly sunlight creeping down the mountain-
sides to catch the best viewing light of 
several ridges where I had previously seen 
sheep. From my observation spot across 
the river, I could see eight rams bedded 
high in a tiny opening on a densely tim-
bered ridge. One ram stood out: a rich, 
chocolate color, it also had considerably 
larger, massive horns compared to the 
other rams. Nearly 1.5 miles away, and 
even with the aid of my 60X Nikon spot-
ting scope, I couldn’t be sure if it was the 
heavy, mature ram I was seeking. But it 
took only an instant to decide it was worth 
the two-hour hike to test my hunch. For 
safety, I bought harness gear and 100 feet 
of climbing rope. In the dense timber and 

Fifty-Year 
Ram Quest
By Greg Munther 
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continuous tree over story, it was difficult 
to determine how high I had climbed un-
til I finally spotted the three golden aspen 
treetops I had used as a reference point. I 
found fresh beds and tracks but no sheep. 
I searched for sheep or tracks higher and 
then laterally. My only remaining search 
option was to traverse back and forth 
across the slope, hoping to spot the rams 
as I slowly dropped elevation. 

Finally, my binocs 
confirmed sheep were 
very close to where I 
thought I heard subtle 
head butting sounds 
earlier. Through tiny 
openings in the tree 
branches I could dis-
cern parts of a darker 
ram. I circled widely 
until I was slightly be-
low them and paused 
until the last ram 
grazed over the knife 
ridge and out of sight. 
I quickly closed the 
last 100 yards. 

Nocking an arrow 
on my 54-pound long-
bow, I mentally tried 
to focus on picking a 
spot. Peeking over the 
knife ridge, two medi-
um 3/4 curl rams were 
staring intently at me 
only 10 yards away. 
They lost little time 
dropping off a small 
ledge, but stopped 
with the remainder of 
the group on an open 
ledge at 20 yards. For-
tunately, the largest 
dark ram was clos-
est to me and clearly 
broadside. When I 
released the arrow, the 
arrow entered to the 
fletch, and the ram, along with four other 
smaller rams, ran around the hill together 
with the large ram in the lead. 

Scrambling to the edge, I peered over 
a ledge to try to see where they were go-
ing in the thickly timbered ledges. After 
several attempts, I found a route through 
the ledges to bypass the cliff and got to 

Once I got to the ram, my only solid 
foothold was the same bush that held the 
sheep. Going off the cliff along with a 
dead sheep was not what I was looking 
for at the end of the life-long hunt. After 
several minutes of tugging, the ram broke 
into a free fall and fortunately I was still 
supported by the scrawny little bush.

the talus slope below the cliff where I ex-
pected to find him dead. But he wasn’t 
there. I spotted him above me, dead, but 
hung across a small bush partway up the 
cliff. My rappelling gear was useless be-
cause I couldn’t find a suitable rope an-
chor within the 100 feet of rope I had. 
Without gear, I used handholds to pull 
myself up a narrow diagonal crack in the 
cliff to get to the sheep. 

I got to the ram and collapsed next 
to it. Success is measured differently by 
everyone. Some need to kill the biggest 
ram on the mountain. For me, the process 
is more important than the product. My 
quest had been for a mature ram killed 
in fair chase with my bow. No more, no 
less. The 50-year quest was over.

Author Greg Munther took this Montana ram with longbow.

success is measured 
differently by everyone. 
some need to kill the 
biggest ram on the 
mountain. For me, 
the process is more 
important than the 
product.
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By holly endersby
Bha Conservation Director

after decades of gridlock conver-
sation, a group dedicated to mak-
ing things better for the forest, 

water, wildlife and people in the Clear-
water Basin of north-central Idaho cel-
ebrated a five-year effort with the signing 
of the Clearwater Basin Collaborative 
Agreement and Work Plan on May 22. 
This agreement and work plan, along 
with a memorandum of understanding 
with the Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forest, provides a path forward that will 
benefit the public lands and water of the 
Basin as well as provide a more sustain-
able economy for Clearwater and Idaho 
counties. 

By working together to understand 
the needs of each stakeholder group and 
analyzing the health of our public lands, 
the Clearwater Basin Collaborative 
reached agreement on a total package to 
address land and water protection, timber 
production, landscape restoration, eco-
nomic stability, enhanced motorized rec-
reational opportunities, and secure fund-
ing for rural counties. The signing of the 
agreement and work plan was unanimous 
and represented years of building trust 
and respect among all participants. 

As part of the package handed off to 
Sen. Mike Crapo, the CBC has recom-
mended wilderness status for the Great 
Burn/Hoodoo IRA, Selway-Bitterroot 
Additions (portions of the Sneakfoot 
Meadows and White Sand Creek IRAs 
along the northern border or the Selway-
Bitteroot Wilderness), the Clearwater 
County portion of Mallard-Larkins, and 
East Meadow Creek IRA. Special Man-
agement Areas are recommended for 
West Meadow Creek and Cayuse Creek. 
In addition, the following waters are rec-
ommended for wild and scenic river sta-
tus: Fish Creek, Hungery Creek, Meadow 
Creek, Cayuse Creek, and Little North 
Fork of the Clearwater. The North Fork 
of the Clearwater from where it enters 

Dworshak Reservoir to its headwaters is 
recommended to be removed from eligi-
bility for any new mining claims and suc-
tioning dredge mining. In total, almost 
500,000 acres of public land is recom-
mended for special protection along with 
170 miles of protection for key creeks in 
the Basin. 

In addition, annual timber harvest is 
projected to increase by 50 percent. The 
Selway-Middle Fork Project is slated to 
provide up to 390 jobs over a 10-year pe-
riod and will generate 120 million board 
feet of saw timber and biofuels with an 
additional 8 million board feet from the 
Interface Fuels Project part of the work. 
As part of the Selway-Middle Fork Proj-
ect, restoration of 1.4 million acres of na-
tional forest will take place, benefitting 
wildlife and people alike. 

BHA, a member of the CBC for five 
years, played a pivotal part in the dis-
cussions, representing a unique blend of 
conservation and sportsmen’s perspec-
tive. Our ability to bridge between differ-
ent viewpoints was critical to the process 
and helped move the agreement forward 
at several important junctures. Now, with 
a blueprint in place for future work, BHA 

will be involved in the years ahead, mak-
ing sure the decisions agreed upon are ac-
tually implemented. Collaboration takes 
time, is often fraught with volatile issues, 
and faces challenges with diverse person-
alities; but in the end, it is the only way to 
engage stakeholders and unify support. 
BHA is grateful for the support of the 
Wilburforce Foundation and Lazar Foun-
dation that has allowed BHA to engage in 
the CBC these past five years. 

Idaho’s Clearwater Basin Collaborative 
Signs Agreement and Work Plan

Bha, a member of the 
CBC for five years, 
played a pivotal part 
in the discussions, 
representing a unique 
blend of conservation and 
sportsmen’s perspective. 
our ability to bridge 
between different 
viewpoints was critical to 
the process and helped 
move the agreement 
forward at several 
important junctures. 

The Collaborative reached agreement on a package to address land and water protection, timber 
production, landscape restoration, economic stability and enhanced recreational opportunities.
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You know you’ve had a suc-
cessful event when multiple 
states vie to host the Ren-
dezvous next year, and mem-

bers are already contacting us to find out 
where it will be! Simply put, Rendezvous 
2013 was a smashing success. 
 Attendees had the opportunity to 
learn how to be more effective advocates 
for wild public land, water, and quality 
wildlife habitat. They were exposed to 
the joys of llama packing, found out how 
to mount that monster mule deer, and 
tried out traditional archery. 
 In response to last year’s comments, 
we provided time on Friday evening for 
folks to visit, share new hunting and 
fishing stories and get their first peek at 
auction items. Saturday was full-tilt with 
seminars, air-gun shooting, traditional 
archery, kids’ casting, great exhibits, and 
book author talks. 
 Energy throughout the weekend was 
high with an amazing feeling of being to-
gether with good friends for a great cause, 
and then we roared into our evening ban-
quet with speaker Jason Hairston and the 
live auction. Thanks to the dedication of 
so many people from all chapters, live 
and silent auction items were top-notch. 
Professional auctioneer Chris Brown and 
his crew worked the crowd and helped 
members open their hearts and wallets.
 We raised more than $24,000 be-
tween the two auctions and the Paddles 
Up challenge where members donated 
money without receiving an item in ex-
change. These dollars minus expenses 
will support our OHV reward program, 
will help keep public land and water wild 
for the generations to come, and will give 
a voice to traditional hunters and anglers 
in public land and water conversations.
 Sunday morning state reports helped 
chapters learn from each other and talk 
about issues and what generates excite-

ment and commitment among members. 
What was clear is that our chapters are 
busy and making a difference, and for 

that we thank each and every one of you.
 Join us for next year’s Rendezvous 
in Colorado March 21-23, 2014!

2013 BHA North American 
Rendezvous a Huge Success

Keynote speaker Jason Hairston of KUIU entertained the Rendezvous banquet guests.
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Thank You!
   A big backcountry Thank You to our 
members, sponsors, donors, presenters 
and board for making the 2013 North 
American Rendezvous an inspiring suc-
cess: 

Working Together to Protect the 
Heritage of Traditional Hunting and 

Fishing on America’s Wild Public Lands

American Leathers
Andrew Mackey
Angling Trade Magazine, Tim Romano
Arapahoe Meat Co.
Archery Past, Dave & Nancy Doran
B.A. Fischer Sales, Blake Fischer
Barry Whitehill
Base Camp Archery, Patrick Lopez
Bert & Betsy Doughty
BHA State Chapters
Bill Cunningham
Bill Eckerle & Margo Taylor
Boise Hotel and Conference Center
Bruce Bonebrake
Bruce Farling
Buck’s Bags, Dave Klein
Cajun Archery
Camp Chef
CCI Ammunition
Chris Brown, Auctioneer
Clay Hayes
Columbia River Knife and Tool
Concierge Legacy Advisors
Dan Herrig
Daniel Schapaugh
David Lien
David Petersen
Derrick Reeves
Dwight Curtis
Eberlestock
Eclipse Broadheads/Werewolf Broad-
heads, Blake Fischer
Ed T’s Backcountry, Ed Tyanich
Edd Morgan
Educational Recreational Adventures,    
Jeff Gottfried
Erik Jensen
Farr West Leather, Tim Roberts
FirstLite, Kenton Karruth
Full Draw Bows, Bill Dorsch
George McCloskey
Golden Specialties, Dave Golden
Greg Munther
Grizzly Creek Lodge

Holly Endersby& Scott Stouder
Idaho Fish and Game
Idaho Traditional Bowhunters
Jason Hairston
Jay Banta
Jeff Barney
Jim Morgan
Jim Posewitz
John Bee
John Gale
Karen Boeger
Ken Theis
Kenetrek Boots
Kimber America 
Kuiu, Inc. 
Larry Timchak
Lily Raff McCallou
LonnKuck
Mike Beagle
Mike Rogers
Minox
Missoula Fishing Company, Erik Hess
Montana Trout Unlimited
Mountain Khakis
MyTrophyRoom.com
National Board of Directors
Oregon Packworks, Karl Findling
Orion, The Hunter’s Institute 
Oscar Simpson
Paddles Up Donors

Pat Wray
Paul Vertees
Phillip Keys
PJ Delhomme
Randy McNatt
Real Avid
Rick Polzin, Knik River Wood Works 
Robertson Stykbow, Dick & Vikki  
Robertson
Roger Phillips
Ross McCollum
Samuel Adams
Seek Outside, Angie Timm
Sitka Gear 
Spring Brook Ranch, LLC., Jim Watson
Stalker Bows, South Cox
Steve Platt
Tenkara USA
Terry Mayes
Tim Brass
Tovar Cerulli
Traditional Bowhunter Magazine, Larry 
& Belinda Fischer
Travis Long, Antler Addicts
Triple M Outfitters, Mark & Candy Faroni
Twisted Tea
Unishippers
Vortex Optics, Paul Neess
Wapiti River Guides, Gary & Barb Lane
Warren Reeves, in Memoriam
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since May 2011. In 2009, Craig retired 
from the U.S. Forest Service after 33 
years of service as a wildlife biologist in 
various ranger districts across Idaho, Ne-
vada and Colorado. Since joining BHA, 
Craig has worked tirelessly to protect 
public lands habitat from motorized over-
use and abuse and other threats. He has 
provided both written and verbal com-
ments on issues which range from wil-
derness proposals to travel management 
plans to the Colorado Roadless Rule. He 
regularly attends public meetings as an 
active member of the Uncompahgre Pla-
teau Collaborative, as well as the Escal-
ante Forest Restoration working group. 

 Ted Trueblood Award – Tom Wharton
The Ted Trueblood Award is given 

to a member of the media who has writ-
ten about issues which support the core 
values of BHA.

Tom Wharton has worked at the 
Salt Lake Tribune for 42 years. In re-
cent years he was written many opinion 
pieces on issues that are core to BHA 
values. Tom has covered news on wilder-
ness, the attempts by the state to get con-
trol of public lands, counties contesting 
roads on federal public lands, landscape 
level predator control, and sound wildlife 

management. All of these topics tend to 
be controversial in a state like Utah, but 
Tom brings great clarity, conviction and 
common sense to the debate with his ex-
ceptional journalistic efforts. 

Mike Beagle Award – David Petersen
The Mike Beagle Award is given to 

a member who has made significant con-
tributions to raising the visibility and/or 
growth of BHA. 

David Petersen is a hunter-conser-
vationist from Colorado who needs no 
introduction, and he has been actively in-
volved in BHA since the first year it was 
formed. He founded the Colorado BHA 
chapter and served on the BHA board 
of directors, and has worked tirelessly 
to help promote and build BHA into the 
rapidly growing national hunter-angler 
conservation organization that it is today. 
Whether he’s plugging BHA in his books 
and frequent articles, op-eds and essays, 
or recruiting new members at sports-
men’s shows, or lassoing new chapter 
and other BHA leaders, David has been 
contributing to the growth and success of 
BHA since its very beginning.
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Each year, Backcountry Hunters & 
Anglers recognizes members and 
partners who have dedicated sub-

stantial time and energy to furthering the 
mission and reach of BHA. Through hard 
work and selfless dedication, the follow-
ing leaders have given their all to con-
serve our backcountry sporting heritage 
and traditions. An award is but a small 
token of our appreciation for all that they 
have done and continue to do.

Aldo Leopold Award – Craig Grother
The Aldo Leopold Award is given to 

a member who has made significant con-
tributions to preserving wildlands and 
wildlife habitat. 

Colorado BHA Uncompahgre Na-
tional Forest Habitat Watchman Craig 
Grother has been a BHA member since 
February 2008 and a Habitat Watchmen 
for the Uncompahgre National Forest 

National Award Winners Announced 
at 2013 North American Rendezvous
BHA recognizes 
outstanding efforts
for our backcountry



Sigurd Olson Award – Derrick Reeves
The Sigurd Olson Award is given to 

a member who has made significant con-
tributions to preserving rivers and waters 
for their pristine habitat values.

Derrick Reeves has been a stalwart 
BHA member from the beginning and 
was the first person to step forward and 
volunteer to be an Idaho Chapter leader.

Derrick is the author of the BHA 
white paper on the effects that ATVs have 
on soil, water and wildlife. As a profes-
sional forester, Derrick has been invalu-
able in making comments on behalf of 
BHA to forest service travel management 
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peter.saunders@unishippers.com

www.kimberamerica.com

www.samueladams.com

firstlite.com

doryfun.com

VORTex OPTICS
2120 W. Greenview Dr., Middleton, WI  53562
(800) 426-0048 www.vortexoptics.com

plans as well as resource management 
projects.

Derrick holds the Clearwater River 
and the St. Joe River and their surround-
ing wildlands close to his heart and he 
and his son, Wyatt, spend as much time 
in the field hunting, fishing and hiking as 
they possibly can. 

www.titaniumgoat.com
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Ben Weaver feels a great sense of accomplish-
ment when packing elk out of the wilderness. 

O
ctober 17 was for me the first 
day of general Cascade rifle elk 
season in southern Oregon. It 
was the fifth day of a seven-day 
season but with the blessing 

of a new job, my hunting time would be 
limited to the last few days of the season. 
I’d been spoiled in previous years when I 
could work as much overtime as possible 
over the course of the summer and then 
take three weeks off to bow hunt before 
the fall term of college would start. This 
year would be different in another way 
as well. It was the first year in the past 
five seasons where I wouldn’t be hunting 
with a bow or muzzleloader. 

The biggest change, however, was 
that I wouldn’t be spending the rifle sea-
son driving the forest service roads with 
my Grandpa Leonard, looking for a buck 
or bull to give us an opportunity. For the 
previous couple seasons, Gramps had a 
disabled permit that allowed him more 
opportunity for success with his limited 
mobility. 

Last winter, Gramps passed away. 
But before he passed, he gave me funds 
to purchase a new elk hunting rifle so I 
could continue the passion of elk hunt-
ing we shared, with something from him 
there with me. 

Gramps had an incredible passion for 
wilderness and hunting. When he moved 
back to Oregon after homesteading in 
Alaska, every fall he packed in by mules 
for his annual elk hunt in northeast Or-
egon. Gramps hunted the same piece of 
wilderness year after year and camped 
in the same camp my brother and great 
uncle now use every season. Gramps 
consistently killed branch bulls on his 
wilderness hunt and he would light up 
whenever given the opportunity to talk of 
his past elk hunting accomplishments. 

We spent a lot of time over the 
years looking at maps and talking of the 

next hunting adventure. In past seasons 
Gramps would often act as a shuttle for 
me on long day hunts. He would take 
me to the wilderness boundary at the 
end of an old logging road and I would 
drop in the next drainage off the top of 
the mountain and hunt out the bottom of 
that canyon to the trailhead. In looking 
at the maps of the wilderness area with 
Gramps on more than one occasion, he 
told me how I should hunt the other di-
rection, to the northwest of where I had 
been hunting – to the far side of a large 
plateau with a steep rim on the west side. 
This area is only about a mile and a half 
into the wilderness boundary but just far 
and steep enough that it greatly limits the 
pressure in the area by day hunters.

This year, with my new rifle in hand, 
would be the first time I took his advice. 

I had dropped over the plateau another 
mile to a small lake and was on my way 
through a brush patch, skirting the edge 
of a boulder field on my way back up 
the southwest face of the plateau when I 
bumped an elk. It was no farther than 40 
yards, but as with much of the country in 
Oregon, I couldn’t even see any hair at 
that distance. I cow called to the elk and 
heard it slow to a walk and then stop for 
several minutes before it continued on. 
The elk continued walking uphill just in-
side of the timber, paralleling the boulder 
field. I waited a few minutes and walked 
to the elk’s bed. There was a large bull 
track in the damp ground. The few days 
before my hunt it had rained continuous-
ly (more than two inches of rain in some 
areas), leaving the ground almost like a 
sponge. The bottom corner of the boulder 
field where I bumped the bull from ran 
straight up the steep west face of the pla-
teau. I began to track him slowly, which 
was made extremely easy by the water 
logged ground and that he was heading 
up hill and digging in the front of his 
hooves. 

Every so often I could hear him break 
a branch just out of sight through the 
thick timber stands. About halfway up 
the steep face, I entered into another thick 
brush patch following the bull. Again, the 
bull busted out the other side of the brush 
patch without giving me the chance to 
see him at all. I cow called to him and he 
stopped less than a hundred yards away. 
The bull stayed there for several minutes, 
waiting to see what had been following 
him up the hill. But I tried to remain pa-
tient. Eventually I heard him turn and 
slowly walk away, continuing up the 
face. I stayed on his track but believed I 
had defiantly busted him for the last time. 
I figured there was no way he would ever 
let me get close enough in the thick tim-
ber to get a shot after twice pushing him 

Gone, But not Forgotten
Gramps lives on through hunting advice.

By Ben Weaver
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out of hiding. The bull was still heading 
in the right direction so I stayed on him 
even though it was now nearing 11 a.m. 
I had mixed feelings on my decision be-
cause I had another two days to hunt and 
didn’t want to push him out of the coun-
try (if I hadn’t already). 

I was nearing the break of the ridge 
and all the steep country was almost be-
hind me. Following the track was becom-
ing increasingly harder with the more ta-
pered terrain and I had just about lost the 
track when I made a bad step and broke a 
large branch on the ground. I made a soft 
cow call with my mouth reed and caught 
a flicker of movement through the timber. 
I shouldered my rifle and found him in 
the scope. He was looking right at me at 
about 70 yards. All I could see through 
the Oregon jungle was his head with one 

brow tine and about a foot of his neck. I 
then leaned against a tree for a quick rest 
and settled the cross hairs the best I could 
below his chin, and squeezed the trigger. 
Through the trees, I could see the bull go 
down in a crash. 

 I had no idea how big he was when 
I pulled the trigger – but in the general 
season if he has horns, you better be pull-
ing the trigger because you’re probably 
not going to get another chance. In a few 
minutes my hunting partner Mike was on 
the radio and on his way to my location. 
Being almost to the break of the ridge, I 
pulled out my phone from my pack and 
called my dad to tell him I had a 5-point 
bull down. My dad is the best person to 
call for pack mule duties because he al-
ways gets really excited. First of all he 
loves to share the experience but he also 

knows he gets his cut of the meat if he 
shows up with a pack frame. Of course, 
without hesitation he said he was on his 
way and would be there in less than two 
hours to help. Mike and I took some pic-
tures and then began the work of skin-
ning and quartering. After two trips out 
with loaded pack frames and the added 
help of my dad, we hit the road with just 
the last sliver of daylight fading. 

 I always enjoyed the many stories 
Gramps would tell of killing elk way 
back in the wilderness and the difficul-
ties that come with wilderness hunting. 
Even though this was just a day hunt and 
I was less than two miles from the wil-
derness boundary, there’s a different feel 
of accomplishment I get from hitting the 
road with the last pack load that cannot 
be without wilderness. 

BHA member Ben Weaver defied the low success rates in Oregon’s Cascade elk hunt by taking this handsome bull in the wilderness. 
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Name: Brad Brooks
age: 30
hometown: Boise, Idaho

1. What’s your favorite style of hunting or fishing?
Style to me is a question of how you approach hunting, not 

necessarily the type of weapon one chooses, which is typically 
how hunters define themselves. My style of hunting combines 
my passions for climbing, adventure and exploration. I seek out 
places where others cannot or do not want to go. As an alpine 
climber, I bring mountaineering principles of light and fast to 
my hunting so I can cover as much ground as possible without 
being weighed down. I only carry the bare essentials, and some-
times less. I love seeing new places and not knowing what I will 
find around the corner. I enjoy pushing my limits physically in 
big wild country, both because that is usually how you get away 
from other hunters, but also because hunting for me is about the 
journey and the reward that comes from hard work. 

2. What do you do for a living?
I am the deputy regional director of The Wilderness Society 

in Idaho, and I work to protect Idaho’s public lands and water. 
I also have a start-up company, Argali Outdoors, that makes 
technical outdoor hunting gear. I am fortunate to do what I love 
and am passionate about, and I do not take it for granted. 

3. Why did you join BHA?    
There are two types of sportsmen: hunters and shooters. 

There are plenty of groups dedicated to the latter, but none that 
shared my values as a hunter. As a sportsman who was interest-
ed in protecting wildlife habitat, wild places and the backcoun-
try hunting experience, there simply wasn’t any existing group 
that represented my values. Yeah, I like shooting big bulls and 
bucks, but I’m not a trophy hunter. I’m interested in protecting 
the hunting experience for myself and future generations, and 
BHA offers a voice to a group of like-minded sportsmen and 
women who value wildlife and our incredible public lands. 

4. In what ways do you support BHA?
I support BHA’s effort to protect the interest of us hunters 

who hold on to the last remaining wild hunting experiences left. 
The amount of unspoiled land available for backcountry hunt-
ing and fishing will not increase from the present; it will only 
decrease, so we had better do what we can to protect what we 
have. 

5. What’s your most memorable backcountry hunting or fish-
ing experience?

I enjoy sharing places I love with the ones I love. On our 
first anniversary, my wife and I backpacked into the Sawtooth 
Mountains, which are some of the most beautiful mountains 
anywhere, and it happened to be the worst year for mosquitoes 
I had ever experienced. The mosquitoes were atrocious and we 
weren’t prepared. I tried to fish, but quickly had to put the rod 
away. We ended up drinking wine in our tiny tent, afraid to go 
outside. It was miserable, fun and I will never forget it.

6. What do you love most about the backcountry?
I believe there is something innate in all of us, and particu-

larly in me, that yearns to be immersed in wild places. When 
I am in the backcountry I feel like I am where I belong and it 
brings a sense of calm that I cannot find anywhere else. You 
have nothing to think or worry about other than enjoy the pres-
ent moment, which is a rare occurrence for me today, especially 
since my iPhone never lets me forget about my responsibili-
ties.

7. What friends and family members do you enjoy the out-
doors with?

My dad, two brothers, my wife and dog Tica are who I spend 
the most time with outdoors. There aren’t many people willing 
to hunt in the same “style” as me, but my friends Jesse and 
Charlie are rare exceptions outside of family, and I hold them in 
equal regard as family.

Name: Brad Nicol
age: 30
hometown: Denver

1. What’s your favorite style of hunting or fishing?
Avid fly-fisher. Love to tie my own flies and stalk fish across 

the country.

the Faces of BHa

BHA member Brad Brooks enjoys pushing his limits in wild country.
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http://arapahoemeatco.com
www.twistedtea.com

www.missoulafishingcompany.com

2. What do you do for a living, or what did you do, if you’re 
retired?

Architectural photographer.
3. Why did you join BHA?    
I joined BHA to help protect our remaining backcountry 

areas. We need these areas to remain a part of our nation for 
generations to come. It is becoming tougher to find peace and 
solitude in our country and BHA is a program developed to 
protect these values.

4. In what ways do you support BHA?
I recently became a Watchmen for the Routt National Forest 

here in Colorado. My duties include meeting with the district 
ranger, staying up-to-date on the supposed actions in the for-
est, attending public meetings regarding the forest, and working 
with my chapter co-chair to stay involved.

5. What’s your most memorable backcountry hunting or fish-
ing experience?

Every time I go out I come back with something memora-
ble. 

6. What do you love most about the backcountry?
For me, the backcountry is a place to get away from the rest 

of life. Surrounding myself with the sounds of nature is one of 
the most relaxing experiences I know.

7. What friends and family members do you enjoy the out-
doors with?

My wife is enjoying the outdoors more each day. My father 
is my best friend and tags along for a lot of the adventures. My 
Lab Bella is always by my side outdoors. 

“Every walk in nature one receives far more than he seeks,” 
John Muir said.

Brad Nicol loves to tie his own flies and stalk fish across the country.



16        Backcountry Journal, Summer 2013

W
e were eight miles into the Great Bear Wil-
derness, 70 miles from the nearest pave-
ment. The sun had just set behind Condor 
Peak. My wife, Carol, and I had just fin-
ished the supper dishes and I was setting 

up a highline to tether the stock for the night. Her gelding was 
outside the corral and my two mules were helping me. I wanted 
the stock to get used to being on a highline, inside of a corral, 
before we rode up into the high country the next morning. It 
was then that her gelding decided that he would rather just go 
home, so down the trail he went, dragging his lead rope. 

That was how we found ourselves in ever-enveloping dark-
ness, fast trotting down the trail in grizzly country at 9:30 p.m. 
We were lucky the bridle and saddle for her gelding fit the mol-
ly mule we were packing. We were also lucky that after four 
miles, her gelding hit the first of 13 stream crossing and ran 
out of steam. The ride back to camp was dark, really dark. It 
had been a long day and the tent was looking pretty good to me 
when we finally zipped up at midnight. 

We stayed that night in the hunting camp of Greg Nelson, 
who runs Great Bear Wilderness Outfitters in Montana. We were 
scouting for an October wilderness elk trip that my brother and I 

had booked with Nelson. Carol and I had the place to ourselves. 
We were also practicing our packing skills – something we still 
need to improve. The flies for the cook and bunk tents were up 
and the dining table actually had a red-checkered table cloth on 
it when we rode up. Not a bad place to tie up for the night. 

Our evening adventure caused us to get a late start the next 
morning. The plan was to ride up Head Creek to the divide, ride 
the ridge line over to the head of Grouse Creek and camp where 
the spike camp would be set for the October hunt. We were 
riding in one of the wildest and least visited parts of the Bob 
Marshall Wilderness Complex, a 1.5 million acre playground 
for the wild at heart. 

The trail going up Head Creek wasn’t too bad for the bot-
tom few miles, but it became steeper, rougher and harder to find 
the higher we climbed. As we came within a few miles of the 
top, the trail all but disappeared. We were reduced to trying to 
find the tracks of six horses Greg had taken up the week before 
when he and his family were doing their annual trail clearing 
duty. 

We finally tracked him to Larry’s Lake, a lovely little gla-
cial lake about 600 vertical feet and several trail miles past the 
pass at Twin Mountain. I was leading and mistook an elk trail 

Horse pack into Bob 
Marshall Wilderness 
precursor to great hunt
By Jim Watson
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as Greg’s and proceeded to lead my trusting band up a really 
steep and brush-choked mountainside. Carol wanted to bail and 
walk but it was just too steep to do anything but clamp down on 
the saddle. We got back down, having lost nothing more than 
everyone’s confidence in me – even the mules were giving me 
sidelong glances. We then set camp at Larry’s Lake and did 
some map homework. 

The next morning put us on the Twin Peak trail and over the 
pass into the Grouse Creek drainage. There we ran into a For-
est Service trail crew that was rebuilding a section of the trail 
with dynamite. They seemed a bit surprised to see us. In fact 
we were the first to take stock over that trail in years because it 
had become so ill defined. They cleared the rubble from the last 
blast and waved us through. 

By the time we got through to the spike camp we were beat 
and even the mules were ready to go home. We had planned to 
ride out Tanner Creek but when earlier that day the ranger got 
big-eyed over that plan, we changed to Grouse Creek. He as-
sured us that a pack string had been up it and that we could track 
them out. But he also told us that a pack string from Backcoun-
try Horsemen had given up and gone home without reaching 
the trail crew’s camp. Well, we tracked, searched and wandered 
around, and made it back down to the Twin Creek trail and fi-
nally the truck, where we still had a two-hour drive out of Spot-
ted Bear. We didn’t do that much scouting but we sure had some 
fun. I can’t wait for my brother to get here in October – what a 
hunt this is going to be. 

The Gun Tool™  by Real Avid™

is 18 essential �rearm tools in 
one compact frame. It’s the world’s 
#1 multi-tool for ri�es and 
shotguns. See www.RealAvid.com
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We’re pleased to introduce the 
newest official state chapter 
of Backcountry Hunters & 

Anglers – Wyoming BHA.
For a state with such incredibly wild 

country, rich sporting traditions and a 
strong base of member support, an of-
ficial Wyoming BHA Chapter seems as 
fitting as camouflage in November.

Thanks to grassroots leadership initi-
ated by passionate members like Nick 
Dobric, Wyoming’s backcountry sports-
men and women now have a unified 
voice in the state. A big thanks to the fol-
lowing Wyoming members for stepping 
up as board members:

Buzz Hettick – Laramie, Wyo. 
Scott Reekers – Rock Springs, Wyo. 
Blake Smith – Cody, Wyo.
Jerry Egge – Cheyenne, Wyo. 
Each state chapter is led by at least 

three board members who are respon-
sible for making decisions on state and 
local issues.

Efforts to form official chapters are 
also underway in California, Kansas and 
British Columbia. If you are interested in 
helping to form an official state chapter, 
please let BHA know. 

Jerry egge
Jerry grew up in northern Minnesota 

where he started hunting and fishing at 
an early age. Jerry explains that “looking 
back, I took for granted my easy access 
to unlimited open country for outdoor 
activities north of Duluth. It was only af-
ter living in Colorado and Wyoming did 
I come to appreciate open access to our 
land and waterways. As a result, when I 
heard of the Backcountry Hunters & An-
glers organization, I joined early in its 
development.”

Currently Jerry is a resident of Chey-
enne, Wyo., where he lives with his wife, 
who fortunately also enjoys the outdoors 
and the health benefits from wild game 
and fish. Besides being an angler and 

BHA Chapter News
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hunter, Jerry is also an avid backpacker 
and runner. 

Jerry has a master’s degree in educa-
tion from the University of Wisconsin, is 
a government-certified auditing profes-
sional, and is a certified Microsoft appli-
cation specialist. A Vietnam veteran and 
retired chief master sergeant with the Wy-
oming Air National Guard, Jerry served 
our country for 31 years before retiring. 
He continues to work for the Wyoming 
Army National Guard as the supervisor 
of the Guard’s auditing department. 

Besides serving as a leader of Wyo-
ming BHA, Jerry is active within the 
Cheyenne community, where he is cur-
rently on the Cheyenne Animal Shelter 
Board of Directors and its Foundation, 

and other nonprofit groups. In the past, 
he also served on the United Way Board 
of Directors.

Buzz hettick
Buzz was born in Missoula, Mont., 

and grew up hunting, fishing and trap-
ping in western Montana with his parents, 
grandparents and brother. Elk and deer 
hunting were always the focus, but hunt-
ing mountain goats, moose and bighorn 
sheep provided some great backcountry 
adventures.

Buzz graduated from the University 
of Montana with a bachelor’s degree in 
forestry resource management. While at-
tending college, he also worked for Re-
gion 1 of the U.S. Forest Service at sev-
eral ranger districts. From 1998-2000 he 

Newest BHA chapter forms in Wyoming

Blake Smith Buzz Hettick

Scott Reekers Jerry Egge
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worked for the UM College of Forestry 
and Conservation as a project manager, 
overseeing a large contract with Turner 
Enterprises. Currently he is working for 
the Forest Service Rocky Mountain Re-
search Station.

In 2000, Buzz and his wife, Patricia, 
moved to Laramie, and enjoy the great 
hunting and fishing opportunities Wyo-
ming offers. Buzz also enjoys the chal-
lenge of hunting new species and states 
all across the West. Hunting adventures 
have taken him from near the Arctic Cir-
cle to within a mile of the Mexico border.

scott reekers
Southwest Wyoming is where Scott 

Reekers lives and calls home. The moun-
tains are his second home and always 
will be. His first backpacking trip was in 
the 4th grade with his dad and a group of 
teens from church; he was the first one 
to the lake. Scott’s addiction to places 
off the beaten path has grown ever since, 
turning into an addiction to hunting out 
of a backpack miles from other hunters.

Elk and elk hunting have been a part 
of his life for just as long and Reekers 
hopes to hear the fall bugles for years to 
come. Learning how to hunt them has 
taken him the better part of 20 years with 
still much to learn. 

His extended family is from northwest 
Iowa and when his dad moved to Wyo-
ming, he had to learn how to hunt the 

West on his own. He did his best to teach 
Scott everything he learned before Scott 
started hunting. The best lesson Scott 
learned is that our feet will always be the 
best tool for hunting elk.

Last May Scott was married and he 
has since gotten to introduce his southern 
Mississippi bride to elk and elk hunting. 
She also deserves credit for giving up 
beef to eat elk just about every night of the 
week. Scott couldn’t live the outdoor life-
style without her support for his passion.

Blake smith
Blake Smith was born in Grand Forks, 

N.D., and grew up between there and 
Arizona. He grew up in a non-hunting 
family but read of hunting “out west” and 
dreamt of living that life. In 1987, after 
finishing training for his career, Blake 
made the move west, landing in Billings, 
Mont. In 1998, Blake moved his family 
to Cody, Wyo., where they currently re-
side.

Blake has been active in outdoor con-
servation and politics on and off through-
out his adult life, starting as a board mem-
ber of the Billings Rod and Gun Club, as 
well as offices in the archery division. 
Presently, he is the president of the Cody 
Archery Club and he enjoys spending as 
much as possible in the outdoors. When 
not in the outdoors, Blake spends ample 
time working in his shop building bows 
for Yellowstone Custom Bows.

Alaska 
Alaska BHA submitted two Alaska 

Board of Game proposals for upcoming 
statewide and Region 3 meetings. One 
advocates for the Board to ban statewide 
the future use of UAVs for hunting pur-
poses; and the other seeks to better con-
serve Dall sheep populations and resident 
sheep hunting opportunities by limiting 
nonresident Dall sheep hunting oppor-
tunities in Region III. You can read the 
proposals at: www.alaskabackcountry-
hunters.org/Current News.html. 

Alaska BHA followed several bills in 
the Alaska legislature this past session. 
We strongly opposed one bill in partic-
ular, HB 77 submitted by Gov. Parnell, 
which would “streamline” permitting 
for development projects and essentially 
hand over all in river water reservations 
to corporate interests. Read our letter to 
the Senate Resources Committee on our 
Current News website page, as linked to 
above. HB 77 did not make it out of com-
mittee but will definitely be pushed again 
next session. 

Co-chair Dave Lyon, longtime mem-
ber of his local Homer F&G Advisory 
Committee, was recently appointed 
Chairman of that committee. Congratu-
lations, Dave! This new responsibility, 
along with Dave’s business workload, 
means that Dave will no longer have the 
time to effectively continue on as AK 
BHA co-chair. We are searching for a re-
placement, but well understand the com-
mitment and time involved. If anyone is 
interested in taking on the co-chair posi-
tion, please drop a line to Mark Richards 
at kandik@starband.net.

Colorado 
Colorado BHA worked with a coali-

tion of sportsmen to help pass perma-
nent reauthorization of the habitat stamp, 
which has protected more than 170,000 
acres of habitat from development and 
has provided public access to 68,000 
acres for hunting and 26 miles of fishing 
streams. CO BHA also helped move leg-
islation forward that permanently gives 
state wildlife officers the authority to 
enforce off-highway vehicle regulations 
on federal lands. BHA’s Southern Rock-
ies Coordinator, Tim Brass, testified at 
the Colorado State Legislature against 
expanding landowner tags, which re-
sult in some 15 percent of Colorado big 
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game tags going to private landowners 
who then sell them on the open market, 
with purchasers hunting any public lands 
within that game management unit. In 
addition, CO BHA members Bill Sus-
trich, John Gale, Dick Scar, Tim Brass 
and Bill Dvorak testified at a recent hear-
ing in favor of the proposed 22,000-acre 
Browns Canyon National Monument and 
Wilderness near Salida, Colo. 

Idaho 
The Idaho Chapter of BHA had a tre-

mendous second quarter. In March, Ida-
ho hosted the second annual BHA North 
American Rendezvous in Boise, Idaho. 
We had a great time visiting with BHA 
members from around the country and 
are eagerly anticipating next year’s Ren-
dezvous. The Idaho Chapter has grown 
over 25 percent since December and our 
members have been active across the 
state utilizing our “boots on the ground” 
philosophy. Idaho BHA was represented 
at the Eastern Idaho Fly Tying Expo in 
April, and hosted an informational BBQ 
in the same corner of the state in May. 
In northern Idaho, Idaho BHA spent a 

weekend partnered with the Idaho De-
partment of Fish and Game to improve 
elk migration routes on the Craig Moun-
tain WMA by removing barbed wire and 
T-posts crossing migration routes. Idaho 
BHA continues to speak out for wild pub-
lic lands through our involvement with 
the Clearwater Basin Collaborative and 
the Nez Perce/Clearwater National For-
ests Forest Plan Revision Collaborative. 
Additionally, the Idaho Chapter is proud 
to announce that we will be sponsoring a 
scholarship for a child to attend the 2013 
Idaho Conservation Officers Association 
camp this summer, providing the oppor-
tunity for youth to experience positive 
interaction with Idaho’s conservation of-
ficers.

Minnesota
Minnesota BHA continued its efforts to 

fight proposed sulfide (i.e., copper-nickel) 
mining operations on the periphery of the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 
in the Superior National Forest and in 
watersheds that drain into Lake Superior. 
See this link for a recent MN BHA sul-
fide mining op-ed: http://www.mndaily.

com/opinion/letters-editor/2013/04/21/
oppose-sulfide-mining.

Minnesota BHA members collected 
signatures from 200 Minnesota sports-
men and women in support of expand-
ing Hunter Walking Trails on public 
lands in the state, and a related letter 
sent to Minnesota DNR Commissioner 
Tom Landweher, emphasizing the need 
for a better balance of motorized and 
non-motorized hunting opportunities 
on state lands. A copy of the letter can 
be read at: http://samcook.areavoices.
com/2013/04/17/group-asks-minnesota-
dnr-for-more-hunter-walking-trails/.

MN BHA’s first annual rendezvous is 
Sept. 6–8 in the Chippewa National For-
est on the north end of Lake Winnibigosh 
near the Dixon Lake Resort (at Darrell 
Spencer’s cabin). This will be during 
Youth Waterfowl Day and early Canada 
goose season, so bring your canoe and 
kids to do some goose/duck hunting. 
More information: http://www.back-
countryhunters.org/images/pdf_docs/
MN_BHA_Rendezvous_Notice-2013.
pdf

Montana BHA members Roger Free, Greg Munther, Steve Platt and Utah members Margo Taylor and Bill Eckerle joined up for a Smith River float. 
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Montana
Providing adequate elk security on 

public lands is vitally important to Mon-
tana Backcountry Hunters, and MT BHA 
is deeply involved in the Blackfoot travel 
plan and big game security proposed 
amendment on the Helena National For-
est. MT BHA has submitted extensive 
input and met with the Helena Forest su-
pervisor and forest biologist and collabo-
rated with other hunter groups to have a 
guest editorial in the Missoulian. Another 
travel plan on the Dillon, Wise River and 
Wisdom Districts of the Beaverhead is 
ongoing, and BHA members that hunt 
that area need to be deeply involved. 

To prevent UAVs from being used for 
hunting, MT BHA consulted with MD-
FWP enforcement personnel and drafted 
suggested regulation changes to ensure 
there is little doubt UAVs are prohibited 
for Montana hunting activities. We sub-
mitted our recommendations to the Fish 
and Game Commission and discussed 
with Dan Vermillion, commission chair-
man. We will continue to work on this is-
sue until clear regulations are in place.

Check out page 8 of the 2013 Mon-
tana Hunting Regulations to see the MT 
BHA ad on reporting illegal ATV use, as 
well as BHA’s reward.

Nevada
The Nevada Chapter has been very 

busy this spring with the state legislative 
session. There were a number of wildlife 
bills of interest and/or concern regard-
ing river access, a Sagebrush Council 
(to address sage grouse issues), predator 
control, wild horses, guzzlers, anti-bear 
hunt and anti-trapping bills, make-up of 
county game boards, OHV registration, 
to name a few. BHA members wrote let-
ters, spoke at Committee meetings and 
lobbied. BHA has been a participant in 
the Coalition for Nevada’s Wildlife. The 
meetings have been almost weekly what 
with all the action in the legislature. We 
helped to sponsor two important events: 
a wildlife luncheon and sage grouse pre-
sentation for the legislators, and the NV 
Conservation League’s Green Tie event 
honoring conservation-minded legisla-
tors and lobbyists.

In Congress, there are several NV wil-
derness proposals awaiting action: The 
Pine Forest Range (FS) and Wovoka 

(BLM) in the north and portions of Gold 
Butte (BLM) in the south, which Sen. 
Reid has just introduced. BHA was a par-
ticipant in the “stakeholder” group that 
crafted the Pine Forest proposal and has 
supported the other two proposals.

Oregon
BHA Conservation Director Holly 

Endersby has announced the approval of 
a $20,000 grant from the Western Con-
servation Foundation. The grant will be 
applied over a six-month period to “edu-
cate specific federal decision makers on 
the importance of full funding for Land 
and Water Conservation Fund.” In addi-
tion, it will allow BHA to advocate for 
“permanent protection of special land-
scapes in Oregon, especially vulnerable 
federal roadless land, special manage-
ment areas, and wilderness study areas.” 
The lead organizer for the effort will have 
frequent contact with Sens. Wyden and 
Merkely’s office, engage key sportsmen 
as advocates, utilize both social and print 
media, and create and distribute video 
content. Work on the project is expected 
to begin soon. 

Utah
On June 11, Jay Banta will be ap-

pearing in Moab on a public lands panel 
about the proposed Greater Canyonlands 
National Monument. In addition to Ken 
Theis representing BHA, there will be 
reps from the Grand Canyon Trust, the 
Sierra Club, Great Old Broads for Wil-
derness, and the Utah Wilderness Alli-
ance. We have tentatively scheduled a 
Utah Chapter Rendezvous for late July/
early August. No location identified yet.

Coordinator Ken Theis has engaged 
in discussions with Utah’s legislative 
delegation and county commissioners in 
San Juan and Emery Counties regarding 
land use plans and land trades that could 
involve areas of important wildlife habi-
tat. These discussions revolve around 
Rep. Rob Bishop’s “Grand Bargain” land 
initiative in eastern Utah. The checker-
board ownership pattern of state school 
land sections complicates management 
and frustrates efforts to assign protective 
land designations to surrounding federal 
land. This initiative, many think, is a 
once-in-a lifetime opportunity for bring-
ing disparate interests together to resolve 
issues of which lands merit protection 

and which lands should be aggregated 
for resource utilization such as energy 
extraction. BHA is advocating for pro-
tecting important wildlife habitat on pub-
lic land throughout Utah, with a strong 
focus on the “roadless” area of SITLA 
land in the eastern portion of the Book 
Cliffs. This area is provides outstanding 
habitat for mule deer, elk, black bear and 
mountain lion, but typically requires a 
five-year waiting period for applicants 
to build up enough preference points to 
draw a coveted limited entry tag. Its sta-
tus as SITLA land, however, makes this 
area vulnerable for disposal to the high-
est bidder, which would eliminate public 
access altogether.

Washington
Washington BHA leadership has been 

actively engaged with WDFW and Pend 
Oreille County to establish a trailhead 
into a 3,000-acre piece of non-motorized 
ground owned by WDFW. The chapter 
hopes to have the project underway by 
the end of June.

Bart George has been working on a 
grizzly bear DNA study and has offered 
to supply and train any member who 
would like to establish a backcountry 
camera trap and study area. 

Matt Scott has been working with 
the different user groups of the Colville 
National forest. He has opened the lines 
of communication with groups that have 
been hold outs to the collaborative pro-
cess. Along with bringing in user groups, 
Matt has been working closely with the 
county commissioners of the three coun-
ties and state leadership.

In August, the BHA Washington 
Chapter will combine forces with other 
local groups on a float/clean-up trip on 
the Kettle River. 

For more information or to get in-
volved, please Contact Joe Mirasole at 
outlawoutfitters@hotmail.com.

BHA is working to protect the at-risk roadless 
area of SITLA land located in the eastern 
portion of Utah’s Book Cliffs. 
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High Country Shelters
By Aron Snyder
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r
esearching tent, tarp and 
bivy sack options on the 
market today can get 
confusing, and then add 
in finding the best shel-

ter for your particular situation, and the 
task is undeniably tough! I’ve person-
ally changed hunting shelters about 50 
times in the past 10 years. Despite sev-
eral times thinking I had it figured out, I 
didn’t, and somewhere in the middle of 
a hunt I would find something not quite 
perfect about my new “perfect” system. 
The technology in today’s world of ultra-
light shelters has greatly improved since 
I started mountain hunting; finding a 
sub-three pound shelter in 2013 is much 
easier than it was 10 years ago. It’s also 
pretty easy to go broke trying out all of 
the options. The last thing you want to do 
is drop $400 on a shelter that doesn’t fit 
your needs. But you’re in luck because 
I’ve spent enough money to at least give 
you a starting point for your shelter-shop-
ping expedition.

3-season tent
The 3-season tent is the most popu-

lar choice for bow hunters today, offer-
ing a lightweight package with a decent 
amount of protection. You won’t get 
much warmth out of these. However, a 
3-season tent will keep you dry during 
a decent rain storm, protect you from a 
small amount of snow and shield you from 
pesky bugs. The average trail weight for 
a 1-2 person 3-season tent is just under 
3 pounds, but companies like Big Agnes 
and Easton have 2-person models that are 
closer to 2 pounds. 

I don’t use a 3-season tent anymore, 
but it would be best for summertime 
scouting and early-season bow hunting. 
If you hunt in areas that get pounded by 
early-season snow storms or heavy rain, 
a 3-season shelter is not for you. This is 
not to say that they won’t work, but even 
the top-rated tents in this category are not 
designed for heavy mountain use, espe-
cially in extreme conditions. 

4-season dual wall tent
I’ve spent a lot of time in 4-season 

shelters (Hilleberg Akto, Integral Design 
MK1) and they definitely have a place in 
the hunting and fishing community. They 
are generally heavier than the other op-
tions in this article, but when the weath-

for around your head, while others give 
you just enough room for a small pil-
low. You will also find a big difference 
in the entry, as some only have a zipper 
at the head area and others will have a 
full-length zipper and are much more us-
er-friendly for those middle-of-the-night 
pee breaks.  

When I choose to take a bivy for a 
hunt, there’s usually a specific reason or 
two. If you’re really trying to save every 
ounce you can, camp in cliffs or don’t ex-
pect to be stuck in your shelter for days 
at a time, than a high-quality, breathable 
bivy sack is something to keep on the ra-
dar. 

tarp/Bivy combo
The bivy/tarp combo allows you to 

pitch camp in just about any terrain and 
also handle any weather Mother Nature 
can throw at you. This will probably 
weigh in right between a 3-season and 
4-season shelter, so you won’t get much 
of a weight savings, but you do gain a lot 
of versatility with this setup. 

My go-to shelters when using this 
system are a combination of the Kifaru 
Supertarp or Paratarp with the Integral 
Designs Bugaboo Bivy or Big Agnes 3 
Wire bivy. The Paratarp is much smaller 
than the Supertarp, but it will still give 
you enough protection. The Paratarp and 
Bugaboo Bivy will weigh 37 ounces with 
stakes and guy lines included. That is 
about the same weight as a 3-season shel-
ter, but don’t forget you will then have 
the option of taking along a lighter sleep-
ing bag because the bivy will add several 
degrees to its temperature rating. 

Most of my backpack hunts are a 
mixture of spike camp, bivy and base 
camp, and when hunting like this, I like 
to have options. One of these options is 
to leave behind your tarp with some gear, 
packing along a sleeping bag and bivy 
sack when you set out for the day. Now 
you can stay in a particular area if needed 
without freezing your butt off in the mid-
dle of the night.

Sleeping on the side of a mountain 
in a deer bed is becoming common prac-
tice for me and my hunting partners and 
this system will shine above any other in 
a similar sort of situation. Stake the tarp 
straight to the ground on the high side 
and use your trekking poles to pitch the 

er turns bad and temps drop, you will 
be thanking the hunting gods that you 
packed one! 

The outer shell or fly of the 4-season 
tent isn’t much different than its light-
weight brother I just wrote about, but 
the outer shell will be pitched tight to the 
ground. The interior wall is made up of 
completely different material; they won’t 
have bug netting, but instead, a more 
dense type of material that will help re-
tain your body heat on the inside. The fly 
will also like be made of a different ma-
terial, but if you don’t know what you’re 
looking at it would be hard to notice the 
difference.

The 4-season dual wall would be 
a great choice for bow hunters who are 
rough their gear or hunt in heavy rain or 
snow areas. These tents do extremely well 
in high wind and hold together  well.

This type of shelter is great for 
“above timber” hunts where you’re more 
exposed to the elements.

The only real downfall to the 4-sea-
son tent is the weight (and you can’t add 
a stove), but if you’re someone who likes 
to prepare for the worst case scenario, 
than take a hard look at this option. 

Bivy sack
There was an industry celebrity that 

professed his love for the bivy sack a 
few years back and because of that there 
was a public demand for it. I never un-
derstood why, since a bivy will only of-
fer protection for the individual using it 
and will leave all of your gear exposed 
to the elements. You can always wrap 
a garbage sack around your gear, but 
that only protects your gear during the 
storm…actually using it during the storm 
can be a “PITA”! Regardless, there are 
good things about using a bivy sack as a 
stand-alone shelter. They set up quickly 
(like three seconds), add 10-15 degrees 
to your sleeping bags rating, weigh very 
little and they don’t take up much room 
in the pack. The No.1 thing I look for in 
a bivy sack is breathability and eVENT 
material will deliver this like no other! 
The Integral Design Bugaboo bivy and 
Big Agnes 3 Wire would be my sugges-
tions, and I’ve had nothing but good ex-
periences with both models.  

The variety of bivys on the market 
today are endless. Some offer more space 
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tarp on the low side. This will allow you 
to glass straight from your sleeping bag, 
also giving you protection from the sun 
and common afternoon rain. 

tarp/tarp stove combo
For the past few years I’ve been 

moving toward the tarp/tipi direction and 
now use this setup for just about every-
thing. You don’t get a floor, but that’s not 
a bad thing as you won’t need to worry 
about tracking in mud, not to mention the 
weight savings and versatility.

The tarps I use during bow season 
(KifaruSupertarp and Megatarp) are 
erected with  trekking poles. That means 
I’m saving more than a pound in weight 
from tent poles alone when compared to 
any other shelter, since I always bring 
trekking poles. Plus, an ultra-light pack-
able stove can be added when temps drop 
later in the season, giving me a “do all” 
year-round shelter.

Even large (10-foot-by-10-foot) 
tarps will compress down to something 
less than the size of a 1-liter bottle, weigh 
about 16 ounces and can be pitched in 
multiple ways. Seeing as I live in Colo-
rado and find it almost impossible to find 
a flat spot at 11,000 feet, this has proved 
much easier and quicker than regular tent 
pole type shelters and is far more versa-
tile for my hunting style. 

As far as for adding a stove to your 
tarp, I can say there’s nothing better than 
getting your gear together in the morning 
or preparing your dinner at night in an 80-

BHA Sponsors
PlAtinum

Kuiu, inc. www.kuiu.com
Kifaru international www.kifaru.net 

traditional Bowhunter magazine www.tradbow.com

GOlD
Kenetrek Boots www.kenetrek.com 

SilVER
Columbia River Knife & tool www.crkt.com 

Real Avid www.realavid.com 
Vortex Optics www.vortexoptics.com

Sitka Gear www.sitkagear.com
Robertson Stykbow www.robertsonstykbow.com

 titanium Goat  www.titaniumgoat.com 

BROnZE
BA Fischer Sales Co., inc. www.bafsco.com

Concierge legacy Advisors www.Conciergelegacy.com
Kimber www.kimberamerica.com

Stalker StickBows www.stalkerstickbows.com
minox www.minox.com

BluE RiBBOn
 missoula Fishing Company www.missoulafishingcompany.com

twisted tea www.twistedtea.com
Samuel Adams www.samueladams.com

Seek Outside www.seekoutside.com
Oregon Pack Works www.oregonpackworks.com 

unishippers peter.saunders@unishippers.com
Golden Specialties www.goldnspec@aol.com
Arapahoe meats http://arapahoemeatco.com

First lite www.firstlite.com
Wapiti River Guides www.doryfun.com

Eberlestock www.eberlestock.com 
CORPORAtE

Ed t’s Backcountry www.edtsbackcountry.com
Grizzly Creek lodge www.grizzlycreeklodge.com
mytrophyRoom.com www.mytrophyroom.com

Orion, the Hunter’s institute www.huntright.org
torrey House Press http://torreyhouse.com

 my trophy Room www.mytrophyRoom.com
S&S Archery www.sandsarchery.com

mountain Khakis www.mountainkhakis.com
the lamb Group www.mountainkhakis.com

Archery Past www.archery-past.net
 idaho Antler Design & Wood Working idaho.mackey@gmail.com

Antler Addicts muleycrazed@gmail.com
 

li
s

a
 D

e
n

s
M

o
r

e

It’s easy to go broke trying tent options. The 
author has spent enough money to at least 
give you a starting point for your shelter-
shopping expedition.



Backcountry Journal, Summer 2013            25

ADAM FOSS / SEACAT CREATIVE

SITKAGEAR.COM  |  877.SITKA.GR

TURNING CLOTHING INTO GEAR
NEXT-TO-SKIN  |  INSUL ATION  |  SOF T SHELL  |  HARD SHELL  |  HEADWEAR  |  HANDWEAR  |  PACKS

www.minox.com

degree shelter – especially when it’s only 
15-20 degrees outside. The ultra-light/
packable stove will have multiple uses: 
dry off any of your wet clothing or boots, 
prepare food, and of course, give you an 
all-around better attitude when hunting in 
extremely cold conditions. 

After reading about the tarp/stove 
combo, you can see why this system is 
hard for me to pass up! It’s versatile, 
light-weight and takes up little room in 
the backpack. The only downside to this 
is when you’re camping above tree-line 
in cold conditions, there’s no wood for 
the stove and so that’s when I will incor-
porate a bivy with the tarp instead of the 
stove. 

In summary, when you spend as much 
time in the wilderness as I do you start to 
realize that a warm, versatile and  light-
weight shelter is not easily found, but is 
most definitely needed to stay mentally 
focused and physically strong. Every-
one’s situation is different, so make sure 
you take every variable into consideration 
before your purchase and then you’ll be 
making the right decision – hopefully!

www.Conciergelegacy.com
www.eberlestock.com
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What is Backcountry?
By Peter Lupsha, secretary/treasurer,
New Mexico Chapter Bha

this topic has been discussed in the Journal and 
around the campfire on more than one occasion, as 
“backcountry” in New Jersey, Delaware or most of 

the Middle Atlantic States differs from backcountry in the 
Rocky Mountain West. And, backcountry in Alaska is, of 
course, in a class by itself. It is conceptually easier to think 
of backcountry in these latter regions than it is east of the 
Mississippi.

The definition of backcountry also differs through 
time. Daniel Boone’s backcountry was different from 
Jedediah Smith’s or Jim Bridger’s, although perhaps only 
slightly. But by the 1870s, “the end of the Frontier,” it had 
more noticeably changed. And then, by the late 19th cen-
tury and into the early 20th, the backcountry was in need 
of protection. Men like John Muir had to leave their be-
loved backcountry for politicking and Washington. Thank-
fully, President Theodore Roosevelt heard and understood 
the need for backcountry preservation and conservation. 
Today we face many of these same challenges in a world 
where backcountry and wildlife are increasingly being 
monetized. So we much too often must leave the bush to 
fight for it against “progress,” technology and greed.

So, what is backcountry?
Backcountry is not just physical space or a point in 

time; it is traditional values and a state of mind. Backcoun-
try is solitude and silence. It is a place of wildlife, mam-
mals, birds, fish, amphibians and insects. It is slow and 
natural, it is foot travel, and it is the anticipation of the un-
expected. A personal challenge and adventure. It demands 
planning, preparation, physical fitness and endurance. It 
demands the four “P’s” of a good woodsman (patience, 
persistence, perseverance and practice).

So, backcountry can and does exist in Connecticut and 
New Jersey, Ohio and Indiana, Florida and Mississippi. Its 
face and form may differ, as does its extent. But it is there, 
and those who hold traditional backcountry values in their 
hearts can find it.

 

BAcKcoUNtrY BrieFs         

Rose Caslar saddles up and rides off
 Many of you have come to know and appreciate our amaz-
ing Development Associate, Rose Caslar. She is BHA’s longest-
serving employee and, as you know, has done a fabulous job of 
every task sent her way. From keeping our financials in order to 
assisting with grant filings and reports to managing the Rendez-
vous, Rose has had a huge impact on BHA. Her help during the 
past year while we looked for a permanent executive director 
was phenomenal and we all owe her a huge thank you. 
 But now, Rose is getting a chance to follow her heart’s de-
sire: training high-level Dressage horses. She will be working 
as an assistant to a nationally-recognized trainer in Pennsylva-
nia beginning in July. If you’ve ever had the chance to ride with 
Rose you know she is a gifted trainer. Her equitation is perfect 
and she is totally focused on the horse and its every move: she 
makes riding look like a dance between rider and horse. We know 
that Rose will be as successful training Dressage horses as she 
has been in every other endeavor in her life. So, we wish Rose 
all the best and look forward to watching her career blossom. 

BHA’s Matt Scott takes new post
 Some of you met Matt Scott, BHA’s Washington state con-
tractor, at our Rendezvous. If you did, you know what a warm, 
friendly guy he is. In the past year Matt made huge inroads into 
the land and water protection arena in eastern Washington, cen-
tered on the Colville National Forest. He’s been a regular at the 
Northeast Washington Forestry Coalition and is on a first-name 
basis with congressional staffers from that part of the state.
 Matt was able to reach across cultural divides and talk with 
ranchers, motorized recreationists, foresters, conservationists 
and hunters and anglers. Matt is the embodiment of BHA: a 
true believer in the value of wild public land and water and 
a man who chooses to spend his free time in the backcountry 
and wilderness areas of Washington and Idaho. But Matt also 
understands forestry and logging from a personal perspective, 
having operated his own business for several years. Now, with 

twin boys on the way to join brother Maverick, Matt has ac-
cepted a job as a timber buyer and collaborative representative 
for Vaagan Brothers, a large, eastern Washington timber com-
pany. But, as Matt told Russ Vaagan’s, “My values go with me 
no matter who I work for.” Matt will continue to be a conserva-
tionist in the best sense of the word, just with a different hat.
We wish Matt the best and thank him for his wonderful work 
on behalf of BHA.
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TOO MUCH TO SHOW HERE. 

www.crkt.com 

We can’t begin to show all of our 
cool knives and tools here, so just
 log on to our web site to browse 
and get a free 96 page catalog.

Going Trad celebrates values
 In the book Going Trad, veter-
an woodsman, traditional bowhunter 
and outspoken conservationist David 
“Elkheart” Petersen sets aside his 
signature criticism of what’s wrong 
with hunting in America today, in 
favor of an enthusiastic celebration 
of what’s right with hunting, focus-
ing primarily on “traditional” (low 
technology, high ethics) bowhunt-
ing for elk. Through 220 pages of 
photos and engaging personal prose, 
Going Trad takes readers “out there” 
to share the adventures and learn the ancient skills attendant to 
traditional-values hunting. Visit www.davidpetersenbooks.com

BAcKcoUNtrY 
BooKsHeLF              
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“Don’t move. There’s a copperhead to your left, close.” 
“Okay, I see it. You’ve got one behind you and one 
on either side.”

Let’s just say that those words were about as comforting 
and as comfortable as this trip had been. Hindsight being 20/20, 
I now know that it is a very good idea to confirm with your 
girlfriend whether her idea of a camping trip for the weekend 
matches your own before taking off for a first trip to a nearby 
wilderness area. That conversation above is an obvious indica-
tion, but an earlier one from the first night just clinched the 
trip.

“Okay, so I’ve got the stove and tent set up and all the gear 
stowed. What’s for dinner?”

“I don’t really know how to cook like this.”
“No problem, I can help. What’d you bring?”
“Um… I didn’t pack anything other than snacks.”
Fortunately, the St. Mary’s Wilderness Area is home to a 

surprisingly good and remarkably recovered trout stream. The 
St. Mary’s River and the tributaries of Cedar Hollow Run and 
Spy Run have come a long way back from the iron and man-

ganese mining legacy of the area, though the prevailing winds 
from the coal and industrial centers to the west and north still 
cause acidity problems. All that mattered on this trip was that 
the native brookies and the wild spawning rainbows were copi-
ous and hungry, and that I had means of putting a couple in a 
pan. The local blueberries were in a bumper crop cycle, too, and 
very ripe. It was salvation, served up by hand and hand line.

The St. Mary’s is a sweetheart of a wilderness area in the 
heart of the George Washington National Forest of Virginia. Her 
rugged, nearly 10,000 acres are close enough to the Shenandoah 
Valley and the Piedmont of Virginia to be accessible to millions 
of people. The falls on the river are a draw, as is the seclusion 
provided by the tight, dense hardwood forest and rhododendron 
and laurel thickets. The old mines, which are still evident if you 
know where to look, give a glance back to an abused past, one 
that harbored and released toxins that almost destroyed the St. 
Mary’s River. Now, they harbor one of the deterrents to explor-
ing the area for many: snakes, lots of snakes. 

On this trip, I stopped counting the non-poisonous variety 
and distinctly remember encountering 18 timber rattlesnakes 

Coils of the Heart
By Sean D. Clarkson

Virginia’s st. Mary’s 
Wilderness area was 
once haunted by 
toxins that almost 
destroyed the st. 
Mary’s river. Now 
it’s haunted by one 
of the deterrents to 
exploring the area 
for many: snakes, 
lots of snakes.
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and 39 copperheads. That’s a lot of snakes and in close proxim-
ity. That proximity is made even closer when visual distances in 
most of St. Mary’s are measured in feet and only across hollows 
do those measurements go into triple digits.

In addition to a ton of snakes and good trout fishing, St. 
Mary’s also holds a good number of deer, and we saw more 
than a few, as well as the ubiquitous small game. Turkey sign 
was common and the surprising number of grouse acted as if 
they’d never heard a muzzle blast, gliding away much more 
like blue grouse than ruffed, though that may have been from 
stuffing themselves on blueberries. 

Neither the grouse, nor us, were the only creatures in St. 
Mary’s to enjoy those marvelously ripe blueberries that week-
end. The scat from raccoons, opossums, foxes and skunks lit-
tered the barely visible trails clearly showing that they, too, 
were enjoying the feast. So, too, did the copious number of bear 
piles. St. Mary’s, near to the Blue Ridge Parkway and tucked 
up in the Blue Ridge Mountains, is within range of numerous 
black bears that will feast when the berries are ripe. The tight 
cover and abundance of serpents didn’t aid much in keeping 
eyes peeled for bruins, but their occasional “woofs” did man-
age to raise the heart rate enough to keep at least one set of eyes 
raised off the ground as well.

In the end, the trip culminated with two pleasantly exhaust-
ed campers making it back to the truck being bitten by nothing 
other than ravenous mosquitoes and a wee bit of hunger. We 
descended on a local chicken restaurant like bears on ripe blue-
berries, and the good memory conversations flowed as freely 
as St. Mary’s falls. The memories have lasted far longer than 
the relationship that spurred the trip. While we parted on good 
terms, we don’t see each other anymore. St. Mary’s, however, 
captured a piece of my heart that weekend, and I keep going 
back to her again and again.

‘on this trip, 
I stopped 
counting the non-
poisonous variety 
and distinctly 
remember 
encountering 
18 timber 
rattlesnakes and 
39 copperheads. 
that’s a lot of 
snakes and in 
close proximity.’

The abundance of timber rattlesnakes and copperheads deters many from treading on eastern backcountry.
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Many find the fishing and fall foliage worth risking the reptiles.
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Which of the following is the hardest to understand? 
Bringing mammoths back to life using bits of fro-
zen, dried-out flesh that’s been buried for thousands 

of years; the navigation abilities of migratory birds; 
how ecosystems function; or women’s fashion? 
If you answered women’s fashion you are 
correct, because each of the other fields 
of study is based on logic. It is at least 
theoretically possible to understand 
them. Women’s fashion, on the 
other hand, is based on … no, 
that’s not right. Women’s fash-
ion is not based on anything; 
it simply ebbs and flows in 
relation to, well, sunspots. Go 
ahead, prove me wrong.

How else to explain tight 
skirts which require women 
to take steps the size of a 
hamster and high heels guar-
anteed to cause bunions? Just 
the other day I noticed my 
15-year-old niece wearing 
tight jeans with rhinestones the 
size of macadamia nuts on the 
rear end. Now tell me, what sort 
of fashion god requires women to 
sit on macadamia nuts? What do 
they have against loose-fitting jeans, 
flannel shirts and good boots? And for 
that matter, what woman in her right mind 
wouldn’t want a beautiful coyote hair hat? 

That may not have been my smoothest segue, 
but you’re smart; you’ll catch up. It all started like this: 
I perused the silent auction sale at the Backcountry Hunters & 
Anglers annual conference in Boise when I noticed the most 
beautiful coyote hair hat I’ve ever seen. It was a spectacular 
silver pelt obviously taken from a winter-killed animal from the 
far north. It stretched from my forehead to the back of my neck 
with long lobes that covered my ears and tied under my chin. It 
was incredibly warm and I thought it would be perfect for my 

wife on those cold winter mornings when she has to walk the 
dogs or take out the trash. She wasn’t quite as excited about it 
as I was.

“Hey, Deb. Take a look at this beauty!”
“Don’t you dare bid on that,” she said with a 
chuckle. I think it was a chuckle.

“You would look beautiful in this; all 
your friends would be jealous.”

“I’m pretty sure I wouldn’t have any 
friends left if I wore it.”  

Jealousy is an ugly thing.
She refused to try it on, prob-

ably so as not to outshine the other 
women in the ballroom. But I had 
no such compunctions and I have 
to say – all those backcountry 
hunters and anglers looked at 
me with undisguised envy. Deb 
felt bad for them and moved 
away from me in order to lessen 
their pain.

Amazingly, only one other 
guy bid on the coyote hat. I 
didn’t know it was even legal for 

people to bid on their own dona-
tions. Nonetheless, I was not to be 

outdone and I triumphed, though our 
food budget will have to be trimmed 

slightly for a couple months.
I’ve been wearing the hat quite a bit 

since I got back, though at Deb’s request I 
only put it on after dark. I think she’s worried 

that it might attract burglars. 
Deb still hasn’t wanted to wear it, and I think I finally 

understand why. It has to do with fashion. Because the hat is so 
strikingly beautiful, it overshadows almost all other clothing. It 
needs to be part of an ensemble. So, starting next winter, I’m 
going to start hunting coyotes. By next spring I hope to have 
enough coyote pelts to make a full length coyote coat to match 
the hat. Deb will make a true fashion statement then. I know she 
can hardly wait.

High Fashion? It’s Simple ... Coyote Hats and Coats
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