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CALLING JIM POSEWITZ TOUGH is an understatement. 
The legendary conservationist, biologist and sportsman – who 

is a lifelong friend and has a BHA award for ethical hunting and 
angling named after him – is famously resilient. Back when he 
played football at Montana State University, he was given the first 
facemask ever issued by MSU because he was costing the univer-
sity too much money on dental bills. 

So when I looked in my truck’s rearview mirror one day last 
summer and saw Jim in the back seat with a tear in his eye, I was 
caught off guard. We had just spent the afternoon on the Black-
foot River and were on our way home. Had he hurt himself? Not 
that I remember. Was it something I said? Not that I could recall. 

I asked him if he was all right. Jim’s reply: “Listening to you and 
Andrew (Jim’s son) go on about conservation and access policy, 
the inherent politics that go with those policies, and the need to 
engage the masses warms my heart. My legacy is safe.”  

Each and every day those simple words inspire me. They also 
haunt me. Folks like Jim, Theodore Roosevelt, Aldo Leopold and 
countless others have put loads of sweat equity into forging the 
public lands and waters legacy we enjoy today. I would be lost 
without these wild places. For one, I wouldn’t have a job. But 
more fundamentally, I wouldn’t have an identity. I wouldn’t have 
a place to test myself or feed my family. I know those of you read-
ing this can relate.  

None of this happened by accident, and none of it will be car-
ried forward by accident either. Any success enjoyed by BHA isn’t 
happening because of our media savvy. It’s not because we have 
cool merchandise. And it’s not because we have a cool, inspiring 
name. No. While these all help our cause, it’s the people who 
make BHA so special. 

I’m fortunate to meet and work with folks from all parts of 
North America who care deeply about public lands and waters. 
I’m fortunate to lead a dedicated staff of leaders and doers. I 
wholeheartedly believe that this is our time to do our part to carry 
on the public lands legacy central to our communities, our fami-
lies – and our identities.

We need to redouble our efforts on behalf of our wild public 
lands, waters and wildlife. You can do just that with your time and 
money. Here are a few ideas to get the ball rolling: 

VOLUNTEER. This can be as simple as making a phone call, 
sending an email or hosting a pint night. Or step it up further 
and volunteer to travel to a public meeting or Washington, D.C., 
to meet with your elected and administrative officials. Author an 
op-ed or a letter to the editor, write an article for the Journal, or 
contribute a post to the BHA blog. Serve as a chapter leader.

DONATE. BHA amplifies your voice and gives you an oppor-
tunity to engage. We are doing what we can and growing like a 
weed but we have so much more to do. Anything you can afford 
will make a difference.

GIVE THE GIFT OF BHA MEMBERSHIP. By the time you 
read this, we will be more than 16,000 members strong and on 
the rise. The majority of our members have joined as a result of 
one-on-one conversations, from hearing thought leaders with 

big platforms like Steve Rinella and Randy Newberg, and after 
attending intimate events and gatherings. We have doubled our 
membership every year for the past four – and now we have an 
audacious goal of cresting 30,000 members by the end of 2018. I 
can think of no better way to continue to grow our membership 
than by having our BHA faithful buy a membership for a friend 
for Christmas. Unless all of your friends are BHA members al-
ready? Truth is stranger than fiction; this is fertile ground.

Jim’s words that day on the Blackfoot continue to resonate with 
me. Every day I ask myself: What would Jim Posewitz do? In my 
heart of hearts, I know the answer. This country was built by do-
ers, and those are the folks who step up and carry the day.  

What will you do to advance this legacy? Together we have ac-
complished much, but much more remains to be done. As anoth-
er of my heroes, Theodore Roosevelt, once said: “Far and away the 
best prize that life has to offer is the chance to work hard at work 
worth doing.”

I’m proud to be here in the arena with each and every one of 
you. And I’m looking forward to seeing what we accomplish in 
the year to come. 

WWJPD?
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Land Tawney
President & CEO

Onward and Upward, 

What we do for wild places today will set the stage for wild boys like Colin 
Tawney. Read an interview with Jim Posewitz on page 52.
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PRAIRIE POTHOLE REGION
BY DAKOTA WHARRY

AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN AS THE NORTH AMERICAN 
duck factory, the Prairie Pothole Region covers about 276,000 
square miles across three Canadian provinces, Alberta, Saskatch-
ewan, Manitoba, and five U.S. states, Montana, South Dakota, 
North Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa. The area lies in the heart of 
the Central flyway and is a vital breeding and nesting ground for 
more than 50 percent of ducks on the continent, according to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The sprawling prairie wetland eco-
system is home to more than 1,600 species of plants, 300 species 
of birds and 100 species of mammals.  

Travis Wilebski works closely with BHA in South Dakota, as 
well as Wild Dakota Outdoors Television and Keeping Kids in 
Outdoor Sports. Wilebski is is one of many sportsmen who rely 
on public lands in the PPR for fishing, duck hunting, canoeing, 
camping and more. The area is dominated by prairie wetlands, 
croplands and rolling hills as far as the eye can see. 

“You can look at a little spot on the map and drive up and see a 
pothole or lake you’ve never seen before. There’s just so much area 
and possibilities out here; it’s not just the hunting and fishing,” 
Wilebski said. 

The region is under threat as increased agricultural production 
results in more wetlands being drained and developed. More re-
cently, Wilebski has observed fewer sportsmen in these areas.

Ryan Moehring, a public affairs specialist with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, said a variety of factors in the early 2000s 
have caused significant losses of acres enrolled in the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program. High commodity prices for corn and soy-
beans, climate change extending grow seasons and the Bakken oil 
boom all took a toll on wildlife habitat.

The PPR is a priority for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 
Moehring says. These wetland ecosystems can take thousands 
of years to develop and history has shown that once they’re de-
stroyed, it’s difficult if not impossible to restore them. The region 
also works as a sponge, absorbing and filtering large amounts of 
rain that would otherwise run off and cause flooding, he says.

“The area is practically a sacred place for waterfowl hunters, 
but it’s also a place where a lot of people have been making their 
living for generations,” Moehring said. “It’s our responsibility to 
protect the wildlife and waterfowl by protecting the landscape, 
but we have to make sure conservation is compatible with the 
landowner’s ability to make a profit.” 

The USFWS does that through wetland easements. A wetland 
easement is an agreement between the USFWS and a landowner 
where the landowner receives a one-time payment to permanently 

protect wetlands on his or her property. But the land can still be 
farmed, grazed or hayed if the wetlands naturally dry up.

Many conservation groups are working to protect the area by 
encouraging Congress to increase the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram cap in the 2018 Farm Bill to allow more of the area’s grass-
lands to be protected. The popular program, which dates back to 
the 1950s, pays farmers to preserve native grasslands or convert 
arable land from agricultural production to native vegetation to 
create wildlife habitat, with incentives in some states for open-
ing the ground to public access. According to Pheasants Forev-
er, between 2006 and 2011 the PPR lost 2,000 square miles of 
grasslands, some of it CRP land and some of it native prairie. 
By increasing the budget cap for CRP payments, conservationists 
hope to stem the loss of habitat.

Another pressing concern for the Prairie Pothole ecosystem and 
the wildlife it supports is the current legal uncertainty regarding 
the extent of federal protections for wetlands under the Clean 
Water Act. For decades, confusion has reigned in the application 
of the landmark law to wetlands and intermittent, ephemeral or 
headwaters streams. In 2015, the Obama Administration’s EPA fi-
nalized the Clean Water Rule, also known as Waters of the United 
States, to restore lost water protections and clarify which water-
bodies receive automatic protection while acknowledging import-
ant agricultural exemptions. Restoring coverage for waters with 
significant hydrological and ecological connections to traditional-
ly “navigable” waters is central to these new standards, benefitting 
more than 2 million miles of streams and 20 million acres of wet-
lands – a boon to the PPR and its constantly fluctuating wetlands.

Hours before the new Clean Water Rule was due to take effect, 
a district judge in North Dakota blocked it. The rule has been tied 
up in litigation reaching upward to the Supreme Court ever since. 
Current EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, who sued the EPA over 
the Clean Water Rule in his former role as Oklahoma attorney 
general, has signaled that his agency is working to repeal the rule 
out of concerns it will impede energy and agricultural develop-
ment and infringe landowner rights. Uncertainty remains over 
Clean Water Act protections for wetlands and funding for CRP 
allotments to promote wildlife habitat – both weighing heavily 
upon the future of the Prairie Pothole Region as North America’s 
duck factory. But with intense dedication from numerous conser-
vation groups and a local passion for waterfowl and all wetland 
wildlife, habitat and hunting opportunities across the entire fly-
way will not be diminished without a fight. 

Dakota is an intern at Backcountry Journal and a senior journal-
ism student at the University of Montana. 
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BHA HEADQUARTERS

KEVIN FARRON JOINS STAFF AS MONTANA CHAPTER COORDINATOR

SABINOSO WILDERNESS ACCESS ACHIEVED

ON NOV. 9, 2017, EXACTLY ONE YEAR after the 2016 presi-
dential election, BHA launched a new website, What Would The-
odore Roosevelt Do? (whatwouldtrdo.org) to compare the natural 
resource policy related decisions of the Trump administration to 
T.R.’s philosophy, attitudes and accomplishments.

Last December, President Trump said his administration would 
honor the legacy of Theodore Roosevelt, America’s 26th president 
and greatest conservation leader, by also conserving and protecting 
our nation’s natural resources for future generations. Roosevelt is 
responsible for conserving more than 230 million acres of Amer-
ican lands and waters, and his conservation achievements haven’t 
been matched in the 108 years since he left office. In response, 
BHA created the WWTRD website to compare the actions of In-
terior Secretary Ryan Zinke, Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue 
and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt with T.R.’s values. 

“We believe that while some of these actions are commend-
able – and are in keeping with the values of Theodore Roosevelt 
– others deserve our swift and honest criticism,” BHA President 
and CEO Land Tawney said. “By raising our voices together, as 
hunters, anglers and citizens, we can stand up for Roosevelt’s lega-
cy and send a strong message to the president and his cabinet that 
they need to do the same.”

The website outlines specific policy decisions and their T.R. 
comparison: thumbs up for T.R. approval, thumbs down for 
disapproval and a question mark for issues as yet unresolved. 
After reading and comparing, viewers can tweet at the admin-
istration, write a letter to the editor of their newspaper or sign 
BHA’s WWTRD petition to keep Trump administrators on track 
to protect our public lands and waters, like they promised they 
would do.

WHAT WOULD THEODORE ROOSEVELT DO?

PUBLIC LANDS SPORTSMEN AND WOMEN are celebrating 
as a deal was inked that opened the Sabinoso Wilderness in north-
eastern New Mexico to the public for the first time.

The Interior Department announced on Nov. 9 its decision to 
accept donated lands adjacent to the Sabinoso that include a road 
easement enabling hunters, anglers and others to access the wil-
derness. The annexation of the 3,595-acre Rimrock Rose Ranch 
was brokered by the Wilderness Land Trust and long advocated 
for by sportsmen, who had urged Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to 
uphold his pledge to pursue public access opportunities and open 
the New Mexico wilderness to citizens.

BHA President and CEO Land Tawney, who visited the wilder-

ness with Sec. Zinke and members of New Mexico’s congressional 
delegation in July, commended the diverse efforts that led to suc-
cess in the Sabinoso.

“Today was a good day for public access,” said Tawney. “A deal 
has been signed to expand and provide access to the Sabinoso Wil-
derness, which until today was the only inaccessible wilderness in 
the United States. Senator Heinrich and Senator Udall deserve 
major kudos for their unwavering doggedness to get this project 
across the finish line. Secretary Zinke deserves credit for listening 
to hunters and recognizing a good deal for all Americans. The 
generous landowner who made possible this victory has set an ex-
ample for others to follow. Finally, sportsmen and women deserve 

AT A YOUNG AGE, Kevin learned to fillet bluegills and chase 
whitetails in northern Lower Michigan, but he quickly became 
uninterested in hunting, or as he knew it, sitting-in-the-cold-and-
freezing-your-butt-off-while-not-seeing-any-deer. As he got older, 
the non-consumptive appeal of the backcountry won out, and 
Kevin spent his free time backpacking, hiking and building an 
indissoluble appreciation for the natural world.

At the University of Michigan Kevin rekindled his love for 
fishing after joining the school’s bass fishing team. An invitation 
to his friend’s deer camp uncovered a newfound passion for the 
challenge of fair chase hunting.

After earning his B.A. in communications and English from 
UM, he headed west and never looked back. An interaction with 
a mule deer buck somewhere around 8,000 feet led to a light-bulb 
moment when Kevin vowed to never summit a mountain or go 
backpacking again unless he had his spotting scope or fishing rod 
in tow. Now, fully reformed, Kevin often refers to backcountry 
hunting and fishing as “camping with a purpose.”

As a transplant, Kevin refuses to take Montana’s public lands or 

our hunting and fishing heritage for granted, and he’s determined 
to convince other Montanans to do the same. He’s been an active 
member of BHA since 2013, and his passionate involvement led 
him to a career in conservation. Most recently, Kevin has been en-
trenched in the world of conservation policy as TRCP’s Western 
field associate in Missoula. He’s thrilled to finally be joining the 
BHA team that stoked the fire.
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NEW BHA FILM FOLLOWS HUNTERS IN ARCTIC REFUGE

HIKE TO HUNT WINNERS 
AUGUST 30 MARKED THE END of the 2017 Hike to Hunt 
Challenge. What started as a grassroots group of backcountry 
hunters and anglers working to maintain their mountain fitness 
in the months leading up to hunting season morphed into an a 
walk-a-thon on steroids. From Alaska to New York and Alberta to 
Texas, hundreds of people jumped in to not only make a differ-
ence for their own fitness, but also to raise money for our cause. 
Friends pledged an amount of money per mile hiked and the con-
testants competed to hike the most and raise the most.
 We’d like to thank all those who participated in the challenge, 
raising a total of $12,877 for our wild public lands, waters and 
wildlife! What a fun challenge, we hope this made a positive influ-
ence on your physical fitness, the people you encountered on the 
trail and your friends and family.

Below are the results of the top three fundraisers. These three 
worked diligently the entire competition to stay on top and their 
friends and family ponied up in support. 

1ST PLACE goes to Scott Coleman  of Arizona who raised $1,853 
and won the Kimber Mountain Ascent Rifle.

2ND PLACE goes to Sam Nasset of Montana who raised $1,394 
and won the Kifaru Sawtooth Shelter.

3RD PLACE goes to D.J. Zor of Arizona who raised $1,155 and 
won the Kifaru backpack.

We also gave away a $250 First Lite gift card, a pair of Schnee’s 

boots, Vortex optics, onXmaps premium memberships and select 
prizes from Yeti and the BHA store to several lucky winners. This 
was fun-filled and exciting challenge and we’re building a commu-
nity of hunters and anglers working to be better prepared for the 
backcountry, raise awareness of our wild public lands and waters 
and educate others about our work. See you out there next year! 
Thank you again for your support! 

ALASKA’S 19.3 MILLION-ACRE Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge feeds our dreams of the wild, offering sportsmen the op-

portunity to hunt and fish vast tracts of wild country on a scale 
incomparable to anything found in the Lower 48. Yet, these un-
paralleled backcountry hunting and fishing opportunities are 
threatened by congressional proposals to develop the area for en-
ergy through the budget resolution process.

To highlight ANWR’s rugged beauty and the mistake that 
would be made by opening it to energy development, BHA 
teamed up with the media masters at Seacat Creative. to film a 
caribou hunt. BHA National Board Member J.R. Young and his 
wife, Renee, flew deep into the refuge with veteran Alaskan hunt-
er and BHA Legacy Partner Barry Whitehill to float and hunt 
through the mighty valleys of this special place. 

Check it out at backcountryhunters.org/tags/video.

credit for raising their voices. We have been heard.”
The Sabinoso provides habitat to abundant populations of elk, 

deer, turkey and Barbary sheep. Thousands of public lands sports-
men signed a BHA petition urging Sec. Zinke to accept the do-
nation of the Rimrock Rose and open access where none existed.

New Mexico BHA Member Brad Jones was the first person to 
legally access the wilderness, the day the lock was cut from the 
gate. The chapter is planning a group hike in celebration soon.

“I am elated!” said Jesse Deubel, a BHA member from Edge-
wood, New Mexico, on the day the annexation was finalized. “As 
a lifelong resident of New Mexico I am truly humbled by the tre-

mendous support for the effort to provide access to Sabinoso from 
sportsmen and women from across the country. Senator Martin 
Heinrich has once again proven he is a champion for public lands 
and access to those lands.

“The bottom line is that tomorrow I can take my children to 
explore roughly 20,000 acres of wild, public lands that were not 
accessible to us yesterday,” Deubel stated. “The recreational value 
of this land is nearly as expansive as the historical value. The only 
value greater than these is the contribution this magnificent land-
scape will provide to future generations!”
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BY JOE FRIEDRICHS

JONATHAN HAUN IS USED TO CUTTING HIS ICE fishing 
holes with a chainsaw. That’s how they do it on his home waters 
in Montana. Here, in a remote reach of northeastern Minnesota 
known as the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, motors of 
any sort are not allowed.  

“Get used to it,” I say, handing him a manual auger. 
Haun is 35 years old. He’s a towering outdoorsman who’s spent 

a great deal of his life roaming the Rocky Mountains. A Montana 
resident for his entire life, he’s worked as a hunting guide, wild-
land firefighter, taxidermist and a trail groomer at Big Sky Resort 
near Bozeman. He’s also a cancer survivor. 

I first met Haun in 2000, during our freshmen year at the Uni-
versity of Montana in Missoula. I was the curious student from 
Iowa who knew little about life in Big Sky Country. Haun grew 
up hunting elk near the small town of Thompson Falls. Haun’s 
family home is located on the banks of the Clark Fork River, 
where he learned to fly fish at the age of five. His father, Dean, 
runs an outfitter camp specializing in most big game species that 
roam the Rockies. Haun has summited some of Montana’s tallest 
peaks, spent the accumulation of months inside Glacier National 
Park and battled wildfires that made national headlines.

It took cancer to finally slow him down for a few years. After his 
diagnosis with metastatic melanoma in 2009, medical profession-
als at various points gave Haun a slim chance of survival. Rather 
than retire from fishing, outdoor adventure and, quite frankly, 
life, he took on the fight. To date, he is winning. 

Despite his love for Montana, when he was cancer free, one of 
the first places Haun wanted to visit was the Boundary Waters. 
But we would not be paddling a canoe; that will come on later 
adventures. For the initial run, Haun wanted to experience this 
remote wilderness during winter. 

During his January visit, Haun, our mutual friend Michael De-
terman and I set out to travel across a collection of lakes. The 
federally designated wilderness sits just west of Lake Superior 
along the crest of the Minnesota-Ontario border. It is a rugged 
area boasting a seemingly endless number of lakes, bogs, streams 
and rivers. The region is home to all manner of wildlife, including 
moose, wolves and lynx. These creatures roam the boreal forest 

free from exhaust-saturated air and the sounds of grinding metal.
And then there is the fishing. Lake trout, smallmouth bass, 

northern pike, walleye and brook trout are the prized game fish. 
They dwell in the deep, clear waters of the more than 1,000 lakes 
within the vast Boundary Waters Wilderness. 

Connecting many of the lakes are portage trails. Not unlike 
many hiking trails in the West by appearance, these paths are 
different in that have been used for centuries by people 
carrying watercraft from one lake to the next. High-
lighting their uniqueness, portages are measured 
in rods rather than feet or meters, with one 
rod equivalent to the approximate length of 
a canoe, about 17 feet. Most portages are 
about 75 rods, though a collection are 
more than 300. No matter their dis-
tance, you likely won’t find them un-
less you have an excellent map. In the 
Boundary Waters there are no signs 
pointing where to go. Anywhere. 

Meanwhile, a sign many outdoor 
enthusiasts hope to never see near 
the edge of the Boundary Waters 
is one pointing in the direction of 
copper-nickel mines. Sportsmen for 
the Boundary Waters, BHA and many 
other organizations are particularly con-
cerned about proposed mining projects that 
have the potential to release acidic runoff into 
the Boundary Waters’ expansive watershed. Antofa-
gasta, a Chilean-owned company, wants to build a large 
underground copper-nickel mine along the Kawishiwi River, on 
the edge of the wilderness. There is currently a moratorium on 
mining on federal land near the Boundary Waters. But talk from 

elected officials at both the state and 
federal level puts the moratori-

um and the future of clean 
water in the Boundary 

Waters at risk. 
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For our trip, the play-
ground is up the Gunflint 
Trail, a 60-mile stretch of 
road that starts near the 
vacation community of 
Grand Marais. We set 
out to fish remote lakes 
by portaging our gear on 
sleds and hiking through 
thick stands of white pine. 
We’d weave our way over 
heavy snow on the tiny trails 
that were pathed generations 
back, perhaps by the fur-trad-
ing voyageurs. 

The first day of the trip opens 
with the temperature at 26 below 
zero. After a 1,100-mile flight and rid-
ing shotgun in Determan’s silver truck up 
the North Shore of Lake Superior from Duluth, Haun is greeted 

by a temperature that makes it uncomfortable to blink. 
By the time we snowshoe in the dark across West Bear-
skin Lake, Haun’s eyelids are literally freezing shut. 

The mist from his breath freezes to his face before 
it can evaporate. I turn around to gauge how the 

weather is treating him. Oddly enough, he’s 
smiling. Or, at least as much of a smile as he 

can muster with his cheeks frozen in a sta-
tionary position. 

On average, more than 150,000 peo-
ple venture each year into the Boundary 
Waters, making it the most visited wilder-
ness area in the nation. However, a much 
smaller number, around 3,500 people, just 
more than 2 percent of the overall visitors, 

explore the lakes and trails in their winter 
coating. 
Embracing that solitude, we reach the por-

tage for Duncan Lake. Haun is about to cross 
into the Boundary Waters for the first time. With-

out much pause for celebration, we move forward.
“I made it,” he says quietly. 

To me, the words are more emblematic than simply crossing 
the wilderness border. After all, it was less than 10 years ago 
that I drove to Montana to visit Haun on 
a lonely road trip. At the 
time I was a resident of 
Bend, Oregon. The 
trip came not long 
after his cancer 
d i a g n o s i s . 
Haun was in 
rough shape. 

He’d shaved his head in preparation for what was 
to come. He was pale. His contagious, bellowing 
laugh was replaced by a timid chuckle. We didn’t 
talk about the upcoming fall hunt. We didn’t fire 
up the grill and toss on Haun’s famous elk steaks. 
At the end of the visit, I drove back to Oregon 
thinking that would be the last time I’d shake my 
friend’s hand. 

Haun stands 6 feet and 7 inches above the earth’s 
surface. But portaging is not basketball; height of-

fers no advantage. Our first portage of the trip is 75 
rods. Haun insists on hauling the heaviest sled up and 

over the portage, crossing the Caribou Rock Trail and 
then gradually descending to Duncan. There are several 

feet of untouched snow lining both sides of the trail. Ev-
ery tree in sight is coated with sparkling white powder. We 

reach the ice of Haun’s first Boundary Waters lake not long 
after the day’s first light crests the pines. And then, it’s time to 

drill. 
Haun carves through 20 inches of ice as though he’s angry with 

its solid form. There’s some stomping and swearing involved, but 
it’s all part of the show. Before we have time to bait one hook, a 
half-dozen holes are drilled. 

I arrived to the Boundary Waters area to work as a canoe outfit-
ter at Rockwood Lodge & Canoe Outfitters. I kept my journalism 
career alive by writing for regional magazines and learning how to 
produce content for the community radio station in Grand Mara-
is. I married my wife, Maggie. These days we live near the shores 
of Lake Superior, with the Boundary Waters region providing the 
most expansive backyard playground we could ever imagine. Like 
many who call the area home, we’ve cataloged dozens of stories 
that involve moose, bears, wolves and enchanting campsites. 

I’m reflecting on the many good things about life in canoe 
country when the fish come through. 

“Tip up!” Haun yells.  
Seconds later, a 22-inch lake trout flops on the ice. 
“Well, I can go home happy,” Haun says with matter-of-fact 

pride. Not long after he issues the statement, another tip-up raises 
its hand in question. We stand safely on the ice with huge grins 
and wild eyes. 

By 11 a.m. on Duncan Lake, the temperature manages to reach 
18 below zero. It’s a lofty enterprise given the circumstances, and 
the fact 20 below just sounds colder than 18 below. So in a sense, 
we take comfort in the negative teens. 

Regardless of the temperature or the season, for Haun, the 
mountains are home. The rivers in Montana represent something 
familiar, a flowing form that makes sense in his soul. It was there 
he battled cancer. Here, the lakes in the Boundary Waters repre-
sent something different. Something not yet known. 

Joe is a freelance journalist who lives in small cabin on the shores of 
Lake Superior. He is also the news director for WTIP, the community 
radio station in Grand Marais, Minnesota. He graduated from the 
University of Montana School of Journalism in 2005. 
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