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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

VOTE PUBLIC LANDS AND WATERS
YOUR VOICE DOESN’T COUNT UNLESS YOU USE IT. BHA is
made up of a bunch of doers. From tackling boots on the ground work
projects in the field to meeting with our elected leaders in Washington,
D.C., and everything in between, you all continue to amaze me. We
have the best membership in all of North America. Thank you!
Election season is upon us now, and with it comes choices to be
made at the ballot box. This year, I ask you to do just one thing: VOTE
PUBLIC LANDS AND WATERS.
Unfortunately, the Bull Moose Party isn’t an option. I wish it
were. The party that TR fathered was short lived, but it tackled pressing challenges like conservation, prohibition of child labor, women’s
suffrage and regulation of industry – some of which remain unresolved
today. “To dissolve the unholy alliance between corrupt business and
corrupt politics,” stated the Bull Moose Party platform in 1912, “is the
first task of the statesmanship of the day.” Wouldn’t that be a grand
achievement?
What you can do is ask yourself this: What would TR do? What
would Jim Posewitz do? What would Ryan Busse do? They would vote
public lands and waters each and every time.
BHA developed candidate questionnaires across multiple states this
year thanks to the volunteer leadership of our state chapters. Badasses.
We asked candidates questions on public lands and waters and published their answers for both primary and general elections.
We’re just getting started.
In 2020 we plan to do questionnaires across North America, in every
state and province where we have boots on the ground chapters – which
in all likelihood will be all 50 U.S. states and 13 Canadian provinces.
Right now, we do as much as we can to inform you of the positions
taken by elected officials and candidates. Think back to how your elected officials voted over the past year. Think about how they responded to
the letters you sent and their rhetoric in the press and on social media.
Think about the bills they introduced or sponsored. Think about the
ones they opposed. Ask their staffers the hard questions at public meetings and political fundraisers.
Our public lands and waters will be just fine if we the people demand
support from all parties for our unique heritage.
BHA completed a demographic survey of our membership this year.
The responses we received were revealing – and heartening. One stat
that jumped out at me speaks to the diversity and impact of our members. At 33 percent Independent, 23 percent Republican and 20 percent Democrat, BHA has in our hands the seeds of a revolution. We the
people, public land owners each and every one of us, hold the power to
start a revolution, to stand up for our outdoor traditions, to work hard
at work worth doing.
I for one will VOTE PUBLIC LANDS AND WATERS.
I hope you join me.

onX stands for public lands.
Whether we’re hunting, hiking or fishing, all of us at onX
understand the importance of public lands and how critical it
is to protect them. That’s why onX is donating a portion of all
proceeds to Backcountry Hunters and Anglers when you use
promo code
to get 20% off any new membership
when purchasing at onxmaps.com/hunt.

is a proud supporter of
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Onward and upward,

Land Tawney
President and CEO

From top to bottom, BHAers Land Tawney, Dan Born (not Land Tawney)
and the Hogan Family (Patrick, Sarah, Victoria and McKenna) are using
our new Facebook profile frame. Get yours today!
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WHAT IS BHA?

RED DESERT TO HOBACK MIGRATION CORRIDOR

BACKCOUNTRY HUNTERS & ANGLERS

is a North American conservation
nonprofit 501(c)(3) dedicated to the
conservation of backcountry fish and
wildlife habitat, sustaining and expanding
access to important lands and waters, and
upholding the principles of fair chase.
This is our quarterly magazine. We fight to
maintain and enhance the backcountry
values that define our passions: challenge,
solitude and beauty. Join us. Become
part of the sportsmen’s voice for our wild
public lands, waters and wildlife.
Sign up at www.backcountryhunters.org.

BHA CHAPTERS
BHA HAS MEMBERS across the
continent, with chapters representing 39
states, the District of Columbia and two
Canadian provinces. Grassroots public
lands sportsmen and women are the
driving force behind BHA. Learn more
about what BHA is doing in your state on
page 27. If you are looking for ways to get
involved, email your state chapter chair at
the following addresses:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

alaska@backcountryhunters.org
alberta@backcountryhunters.org
arizona@backcountryhunters.org
britishcolumbia@backcountryhunters.org
california@backcountryhunters.org
capital@backcountryhunters.org
colorado@backcountryhunters.org
idaho@backcountryhunters.org
michigan@backcountryhunters.org
minnesota@backcountryhunters.org
missouri@backcountryhunters.org
montana@backcountryhunters.org
nevada@backcountryhunters.org
newengland@backcountryhunters.org
newmexico@backcountryhunters.org
newyork@backcountryhunters.org
northcarolina@backcountryhunters.org
northdakota@backcountryhunters.org
ohio@backcountryhunters.org
oregon@backcountryhunters.org
pennsylvania@backcountryhunters.org
southeast@backcountryhunters.org
southdakota@backcountryhunters.org
texas@backcountryhunters.org
utah@backcountryhunters.org
washington@backcountryhunters.org
wisconsin@backcountryhunters.org
wyoming@backcountryhunters.org
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BY PEPPER TAYLOR

THE SPORTSMEN’S VOICE FOR OUR WILD PUBLIC LANDS, WATERS AND WILDLIFE
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patterns, Sawyer explains.
Fortunately, under pressure from conservationists and WyoIN SOUTHWEST WYOMING, STILLNESS LURKS among the ming Gov. Matt Mead, Zinke changed course in July, deferring
vast basins, immense canyons and flowing sand dunes. Everything 5,000 acres of the proposed BLM oil and gas lease areas within
seems lifeless in this desolate land that is
the Red Desert to Hoback Corridor unthe Red Desert. Suddenly, two large brown
til the completion of the Rock Springs
furry ears emerge above a white snowdrift.
Resource Management Plan Revision,
It’s late winter here and this young mule
which should be finalized in spring of
deer is about to embark on a journey from
2019.
her winter range in the Red Desert near
The Rock Springs RMP covers a
Rock Springs, following along the Wind
large portion of the Red Desert to HoRiver Range where she will join thousands
back Corridor and will help determine
more migrating mule deer, finally reachwhich parcels become available for oil
ing her high country summer range in the
and gas exploration based on wildlife
Hoback Basin in the Gros Ventre Range
and habitat research.
south of Jackson.
Wyoming BHA Board Member Erik
Each year thousands of mule deer make
Kramer has hunted these mule deer in
this 150-mile trek, crossing several highthe northern part of the corridor in the
ways, countless fences and numerous bodlast four hunting seasons and believes
ies of water. Research biologist Hall Sawthat, while the deferment of these leases
yer and the Wyoming Migration Initiative
is a step in the right direction, it’s not
discovered the route in 2013 using GPS
the best case scenario.
tracking collars. It is the longest mule deer
“I hoped that they’d defer all of the
migration recorded. The discovery influleases within the migration corridor,
enced the development of the Wyoming
but they deferred 25 percent,” Kramer
Game and Fish Department’s migration
said. “For the rest, they’re at least going
corridor strategy and increased research
to look at impacts and maybe restrict
and interest on migration routes.
drilling at certain critical times of the
In February, 2018, Interior Secretary
year, but the restrictions are not specific
Ryan Zinke put forth a secretarial orat this point.”
der called Improving Habitat Quality in
The remaining 15,000 acres not inWestern Big-Game Winter Range and
cluded in Zinke’s deferment are schedMigration Corridors, intended to protect
uled for auction Sept. 18. Six thousand
routes like these. It called for federal agenmore acres in the corridor will be incies to work with states and private landcluded in the fourth quarter lease sale
owners to protect critical big game habitat
in December. In August, the Wyoming
and increase hunting opportunities.
BHA Chapter sent a letter thanking
While states scramble to collect data
Sec. Zinke and Gov. Mead for their efand respond to the secretarial order, masforts in deferring 5,000 acres. But the
sive swaths of public lands are being leased
chapter also encouraged them to explain
for oil and gas drilling within critical corthe stipulations set on the acres not deridors. Soon after Zinke’s proclamation,
ferred and requested that the rules be
the BLM proposed oil and gas lease sales
very stringent to protect wildlife.
on 20,000 acres smack dab in the middle
Kramer is concerned that opening
of the Red Desert to Hoback Corridor.
this area to drilling will likely hurt the
“There’s really two potential impacts
herd, and hunters as well.
Brien Webster graphic, Jared Oakleaf photo
with energy development that we are con“These things could easily move forcerned about, and the first is direct habitat loss,” Sawyer said. ward if it wasn’t for groups like BHA making sure that our mem“The other is what we call indirect habitat loss, when the animals bership knows about these issues, so that they don’t fly under the
change their behavior because of human disturbance in the area. radar and negatively affect wildlife populations and our hunting
On winter ranges, that means animals avoid the well pads, so the opportunities,” Kramer said.
indirect habitat loss is even larger than the direct habitat loss.”
Ultimately, the direct loss of habitat equates to fewer animals.
Pepper is a lifelong hunter and angler. She interned at BackcounThe animals also move more quickly through the migration corri- try Journal this summer before her final year of integrated marketing
dor than they normally would, affecting important spring feeding communications graduate studies at the University of Mississippi.
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