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Outdoor recreation including hunting and fishing is a multi-billion-dollar 
industry in New Mexico and the United States, supporting jobs and economic 
development in rural communities. But for many sportsmen and women, 
hunting and fishing are more than a pastime – they are a passion. Hunters and 
anglers care deeply about wildlife, habitat and the public lands they have used 
for generations. They also have a long track record of civic engagement. 

For all of those reasons, the New Mexico Chapter of Backcountry Hunters & 
Anglers, with the concurrence of the New Mexico organizations listed below, 
developed a short general public interest questionnaire for every candidate 
listed on the 2018 general election ballot for Commissioner of Public Lands. 
Our goal was to develop questions that affect all New Mexicans, but which are 
not often considered during the course of a typical political campaign. 

The race for Commissioner of Public Lands, who manages some 9 million acres 
of land and 13 million acres of subsurface rights, is between three individuals: 
Republican candidate Patrick Lyons, Democratic candidate Stephanie Garcia 
Richard and Libertarian candidate Michael Lucero. 

We had asked the candidates during the primary elections to answer a short 
questionnaire. You can see the candidates’ answers by visiting the NM BHA 
website (www.backcountryhunters.org/new_mexico_bha) and clicking on the 
“Issues” tab.

For the general election, we submitted a new set of questions to each 
campaign on Aug. 27, followed up in equal measure to ensure each 
campaign had received the questionnaire, and gave them more than a 
month to respond. We followed up again in equal measure with reminders 
and gave them extra time if requested.

We received responses from two of the three campaigns – Republican 
candidate and former Land Commissioner Patrick Lyons and Democratic 
candidate Stephanie Garcia Richard. Libertarian candidate Michael Lucero did 
not respond.

The candidates’ answers are on the following pages, along with a short, 
campaign-provided biography of the candidate and a photograph. We specifically 
asked the candidates to keep their answers short. We hope that New Mexico 
voters of all political backgrounds will find the responses informative. 

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers and the following groups are nonprofit 
charitable 501(c)(3) organizations. We do not endorse or oppose any candidate 
or party for any political office. We do urge all eligible New Mexico residents to 
vote.

Jarrett Babincsak, Chairman
New Mexico Chapter of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers

On behalf of:

• New	Mexico	Wildlife	Federation
• Albuquerque	Wildlife	Federation
• United	Bowhunters	of	New	Mexico
• Wild	Turkey	Sportsmen’s	Association
• Southwest	Consolidated	Sportsmen
• Doña	Ana	County	Associated	Sportsmen
• Sportsmen	Concerned
• New	Mexico	Sportsmen

2018 new mexiCo CandidaTe QuesTionnaire
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1. aT sTaTehood, new mexiCo reCeived some 13 million aCres from The federal governmenT. we sTill reTain subsurfaCe righTs 
To The original 13 million aCres, buT abouT 4 million aCres of surfaCe righTs have been Transferred To PrivaTe ownershiP. as 
Commissioner of PubliC lands, whaT will be your PoliCy on The fuTure Transfer or sale of sTaTe TrusT lands To PrivaTe ownershiP?

This office has been plagued by backroom deals that only benefit a select few. My opponent alone cost our state over $40 
million in lost revenue by handing out sweetheart deals to his donors while he served as land commissioner. Our state trust 
lands exist to benefit the state and the 21 beneficiaries, our schools and hospitals, not politicians’ pet projects. Selling of any 
land would need to be in the best interest not only in terms of short-term financial gains but long-term as well. We should 
be increasing access to state trust lands, not selling them off piece by piece. 

2. exPlain whaT Changes, if any, you would make in The way The sTaTe land offiCe ConduCTs land exChanges of sTaTe TrusT land wiTh 
PrivaTe ParTies.

Restoring transparency and ethics in the state land office will be critical if we want to transform the land office and how it 
conducts any business. On day one, any and all land exchanges, leases, and negotiations will be done publically and will be 
easily accessible online. I will reinstitute the practice of setting up “memoranda of understanding” between the state land 
office and any city, county, state, or tribal entity that deals with state trust land. All stakeholders will be invited to participate 
in public hearings to ensure we end an era of corruption and backroom deals.

3. There are Calls by some To Turn ownershiP and managemenT over millions of aCres of federal PubliC lands To The individual 
sTaTes. do you agree? if managemenT or ownershiP was Conveyed To The sTaTes, do you believe Those PubliC lands should be 
managed by The sTaTe land offiCe or PuT inTo a seParaTe enTiTy for managemenT?

No. The state land office is already spread extremely thing to manage the millions of acres already in its care. 

4. The sTaTe land offiCe reCenTly raised The annual lease fee Paid by The sTaTe game Commission for aCCess To sTaTe TrusT lands 
from $200,000 Per year To $1 million, and indiCaTed The lease is sTill Too low. should The $1 million fee be raised, lowered, or do 
you believe iT is abouT righT? Please elaboraTe.

At this moment I am not considering raising the fees.  Our outdoorsmen and women already pump millions into our economy 
each year.  I am interested in working with Game and Fish to leverage the lease fee for additional federal dollars available 
for restoration and remediation of public lands.

5. are you saTisfied wiTh The level of serviCe The sTaTe land offiCe Provides To hunTers and anglers in exChange for The annual 
lease fee? whaT Changes, if any, would you like To see in The lease ConTraCT?

Yes. No changes at this time.

6. do you suPPorT or oPPose exPanding reCreaTional oPPorTuniTy, inCluding CamPing, on sTaTe TrusT lands? why or why noT?

Yes. I believe the office can do more in allowing easier access to state trust land that is ideal for outdoor activities. 

7. The vasT majoriTy of revenue generaTed by The sTaTe land offiCe Comes from oil and gas develoPmenT. are you saTisfied wiTh 
The various TyPes of leases, fees and oTher PaymenTs reCeived from The sTaTe’s oil and gas resourCes, or should The nexT land 
Commissioner inCrease any or all of Those PaymenTs and Try To geT more revenue for iTs sTaTed goal – eduCaTion? Please desCribe 
whaT, if any, revenue sourCes Could be inCreased To suPPorT eduCaTion in new mexiCo.

I believe we can and must do more to make sure everyone is paying their fair share and that includes raising royalty 
rates and ensuring methane capture. When it comes to future leases, I will ensure greater transparency, increases to 
environmental protections, and stopping the practice of companies skirting by paying zero percent in royalty to our state. 
Lastly, I will advocate for renewable build-outs on state trust land and utilizing a percentage of the interest earned off of the 
fund to pay for statewide access to an early childhood education. 

8. should The sTaTe land offiCe esTablish sTronger PrioriTies in PromoTing renewable energy resourCes in new mexiCo? Please 
elaboraTe.

Yes. The current land commissioner abandoned nearly $750 million in renewable energy projects that must be reestablished 
and brought to fruition. We must work on building the infrastructure necessary to make New Mexico the national leader in 
renewable energy production and transmission. We build a royalty structure off solar and wind much like we do oil and gas. 
This transition would prepare our state financially and in terms of good paying jobs for when the oil and gas bust happens 
over the next few decades.

Bio provided  by candidate

Stephanie Garcia Richard is a three-term Representative and Chair of 
the House Education Committee. A native New Mexican and lifelong 
educator, Stephanie learned at a young age the importance of serving 
others. Her father served in WWII and worked as a schoolteacher. 
Stephanie followed in her father’s footsteps after earning her degree 
at Columbia University. Stephanie used her experience as an educator 
to shape policy and now wants to transform the State Land Office into a 
real advocate for public education, renewable energy, and clean water. 
Common Cause has awarded Stephanie for her work to increase ethics 
and transparency in our state government and numerous educational 
organizations named her a champion for working to pass legislation like 
early childhood education expansion and restricting the use of restraints 
on students with autism. Stephanie is endorsed by Commissioner Ray 
Powell, the New Mexico Building Trades, Dave Simon, and more.

sTePhanie garCia riChard
demoCraT
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1. aT sTaTehood, new mexiCo reCeived some 13 million aCres from The federal governmenT. we sTill reTain subsurfaCe righTs 
To The original 13 million aCres, buT abouT 4 million aCres of surfaCe righTs have been Transferred To PrivaTe ownershiP. as 
Commissioner of PubliC lands, whaT will be your PoliCy on The fuTure Transfer or sale of sTaTe TrusT lands To PrivaTe ownershiP?

When I was Commissioner of Public Lands, I left with 78,000 more acres of State Trust Land than when I got 
there. I will not decrease the number of acres of State Trust Land. However, if schools need land in the urban 
areas I will trade land to the district, as I did with Cleveland High School in Rio Rancho, Gallup Middle School, and 
the School for the Visually Impaired in Albuquerque. Also, Eagle Nest Lake would be privately owned if I did not 
get a bill passed to purchase the lake for the people of New Mexico to enjoy.

2. exPlain whaT Changes, if any, you would make in The way The sTaTe land offiCe ConduCTs land exChanges of sTaTe TrusT land wiTh 
PrivaTe ParTies.

The State Land Office currently advertises locally and statewide by newspaper. I believe there are additional ways to get the 
word out, such as online advertisements and on the State Land Office website. The goal is to be as transparent as possible.

3. There are Calls by some To Turn ownershiP and managemenT over millions of aCres of federal PubliC lands To The individual 
sTaTes. do you agree? if managemenT or ownershiP was Conveyed To The sTaTes, do you believe Those PubliC lands should be 
managed by The sTaTe land offiCe or PuT inTo a seParaTe enTiTy for managemenT?

No, but if that is going to happen we should do a pilot project of about 500,000 acres and let the State Land Office manage it 
to see if it works after a test period of five years.

4. The sTaTe land offiCe reCenTly raised The annual lease fee Paid by The sTaTe game Commission for aCCess To sTaTe TrusT lands 
from $200,000 Per year To $1 million, and indiCaTed The lease is sTill Too low. should The $1 million fee be raised, lowered, or do 
you believe iT is abouT righT? Please elaboraTe.

One million is too high, we should lower it to a responsible level so license fees don’t increase or the Game Commission 
says its too high and walks away.

5. are you saTisfied wiTh The level of serviCe The sTaTe land offiCe Provides To hunTers and anglers in exChange for The annual 
lease fee? whaT Changes, if any, would you like To see in The lease ConTraCT?

More access and designated camping sites.

6. do you suPPorT or oPPose exPanding reCreaTional oPPorTuniTy, inCluding CamPing, on sTaTe TrusT lands? why or why noT?

Yes, I support expanding recreational opportunity. Designated camping sites should be the only access areas due to fire 
danger, land management, and wildlife impact. People should not camp in non-designated areas during wildlife calving 
season or in areas that will disrupt wildlife. Also, land lessees must maintain the land, which places an undue burden on 
them and subjects them to liability.

7. The vasT majoriTy of revenue generaTed by The sTaTe land offiCe Comes from oil and gas develoPmenT. are you saTisfied wiTh 
The various TyPes of leases, fees and oTher PaymenTs reCeived from The sTaTe’s oil and gas resourCes, or should The nexT land 
Commissioner inCrease any or all of Those PaymenTs and Try To geT more revenue for iTs sTaTed goal – eduCaTion? Please desCribe 
whaT, if any, revenue sourCes Could be inCreased To suPPorT eduCaTion in new mexiCo.

I always strive to improve. Yes, I will continue to make sure that raising revenue for education and the beneficiaries is a 
priority. I would have to determine what the current Land Commissioner has done and see where we can improve. I would 
work with my assistant commissioners and staff to determine the best course of action. 

8. should The sTaTe land offiCe esTablish sTronger PrioriTies in PromoTing renewable energy resourCes in new mexiCo? Please 
elaboraTe.

Yes. As Land Commissioner, I did the first wind generation lease on State Trust Land and have been involved in nearly all 
renewable projects in the state.

Bio provided  by candidate

Patrick H. Lyons is a third generation New Mexican and owner of Lyons 
Angus Ranch.  In addition to serving as a New Mexico Public Regulation 
Commissioner, he is an active managing rancher and farmer with 
a continuous cow/calf operation, buying and selling beef cattle, and 
growing wheat and hay.

Commissioner Lyons has been married to his wife Sandy, an educator, 
for 33 years and has three adult children. He has served as a Public 
Regulation Commissioner for District 2 at the PRC since 2011 and 
Commissioner of Public Lands from 2003-2010. During his tenure, he 
was able to generate a record $4 billion in revenue which was distributed 
to the beneficiaries, while maintaining an annual flat budget for eight 
years. He also served as a New Mexico State Senator, representing the 
northeast region, from 1996 to 2002. 

Commissioner Lyons holds a Master’s Degree in Agricultural Economics 
from Colorado State University and a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Agricultural Economics from New Mexico State University.

PaTriCk lyons
rePubliCan
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