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Colorado Backcountry Hunters & Anglers members will vote in several 
crucial elections in 2018 that will affect hunting, fishing, and the management 
of wildlife and public lands. One of the most important races is for the next 
governor, who appoints the director of Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) 
and members of the CPW commission. The incoming Governor will also have 
authority over the state land board, which manages nearly 3 million acres of 
state trust lands, of which 500,000 acres are open for hunting, fishing, and 
other recreational uses.

With the number of issues facing hunters, anglers, and wildlife: ranging from 
long term funding for wildlife, to habitat loss and fragmentation, to public 
access; Colorado BHA wanted to help inform voters about issues not normally 
discussed in statewide campaigns. We sent both candidates, Walker Stapleton 
and Jared Polis, a series of questions on August 15th. We followed up with 
both candidates on September 14th via email to ensure they had received 
the questionnaire. We reminded each campaign as the deadline to respond 
approached. Both campaigns responded.

We urge all hunters, anglers and other public lands users to read through each 
of the questionnaires and then to vote. It is crucial that every public land owner 
let candidates and elected officials know where he or she stands on the issues 
that affect wildlife, habitat and our public land birthright. Vote Your Values, Vote 
Public Lands, Waters, and Wildlife!

We also encourage non-members to join Backcountry Hunters & Anglers, the voice 
for your public lands, waters and wildlife. Your support will help BHA continue to 

hold our elected officials accountable. 

JOIN NOW



2018 COLORADO CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
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WHAT ISSUES DO YOU SEE AS MOST IMPORTANT FOR COLORADO HUNTERS AND ANGLERS?

We need to fight to make sure that hunters and anglers continue to have access to our public lands. With Washington D.C. 
abandoning its role in protection of our lands from unchecked development by putting some of our most treasured lands 
and rivers up for auction to the highest-bidding special interests, it’s up to Colorado to make sure access isn’t diminished or 
lost. For example, we can provide incentives to private landowners to allow access to hunters and anglers, and I’m in favor 
of developing safe high-quality shooting ranges around the state that will reduce dispersed shooting and limit the chance of 
wildfires. Additionally, I have fought for full funding of the Land and Water Conservation Fund as a Member of Congress who 
represents a district largely made of public lands. This will make me an effective advocate for that funding as chief executive 
of the entire state.

WHAT QUALIFICATIONS WOULD YOU LOOK FOR IN INDIVIDUALS YOU WOULD NOMINATE TO SERVE ON THE COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE (CPW) 
11-MEMBER COMMISSION?

I’m excited to nominate individuals who have a strong bias towards conservation, agriculture, and the rich heritage of 
hunting and angling in our state. Before I introduced the Continental Divide Wilderness and Camp Hale Preservation Act 
alongside Senator Michael Bennet, I was proud to work with a broad stakeholder group of conservationists, business groups, 
Democrats, Republicans, and local elected officials of all stripes to build a coalition ready to fight for the proposed 90,000 
acre expansion of wilderness in White River National Forest. My work collecting that diverse group of interests towards 
establishing consensus on wilderness expansion in our state is how I will approach my nominations to key commissions, 
such as CPW.

AS AN ENTERPRISE AGENCY, FUNDED BY HUNTERS AND ANGLERS DO YOU THINK CPW SHOULD BE EXEMPT FROM STATE BUDGET CUTS, BUDGET 
INCREASE CAPS AND FURLOUGHS? WHY OR WHY NOT?

As an enterprise agency, the nature of funding for CPW exists outside of the constraints and obligations set forth by TABOR. 
Federal funding for the agency has been unpredictable, which means the state must do more for the agency, but with fewer 
resources. General fund obligations shouldn’t have an impact on CPW’s budget.

DO YOU THINK THE CPW’S CURRENT OPERATING BUDGET AND INCREASES APPROVED FROM THE 2018 FUTURE GENERATIONS ACT ARE SUFFICIENT 
FOR THE EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF COLORADO’S WILDLIFE AND PARKS RESOURCES? ARE THERE ANY AREAS OF CPW’S SPENDING YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE POLIS FOR COLORADO INCREASED OR DECREASED? WOULD YOU CONSIDER OTHER SOURCES OF REVENUE FOR SUPPORT OF COLORADO’S 
WILDLIFE AND PARK RESOURCES?

I’m grateful that Governor Hickenlooper and the legislature secured long-term funding for CPW, but I also believe that 
the commission must take serious steps towards building a stakeholder process to determine how the agency remains
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sustainably funded in the future. That includes potential diversification of funding streams coupled with a deep 
acknowledgement of the sacrifice hunters and anglers have made for conservation and maintenance of state lands. It’s 
simply unfair for hunters and anglers to bear the fullburden of funding for the agency at the same time that other outdoor 
enthusiasts and industries are increasing stress on our land. While I’m agnostic on the specifics, I hope to be a governor 
that can bring everyone from hunters and anglers to mountain bikers and rafters to the table to discuss how we can all take 
ownership over the conservation and maintenance of our state parks.

DO YOU ANTICIPATE MAKING ANY CHANGES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES OR THE COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE?

I do believe that we must work together to diversify funding streams, and if I am fortunate enough to be governor, will be 
glad to help lead that process. Additionally, I think that CPW can take meaningful steps to modernize its operations in ways 
that preserve the spirit of the agency. For example, we can digitize donation boxes at trail heads as a way for Coloradans and 
visitors to contribute to the agency. The Department of Natural Resources has an important to role in determining policies 
surrounding energy development, how the state works alongside the federal government in land management decisions, 
and in implementation of the water plan. I would like to work with the State Land Board under DNR to determine how we 
may be able to offer discounted longterm leases on state land for the development of affordable housing while meeting the 
Board’s constitutional obligations to public schools.

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE NORTH AMERICAN MODEL OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND ONE OF ITS CHIEF PRINCIPLES THAT WILDLIFE ARE A 
PUBLICLY OWNED RESOURCE AND SHOULD BE HELD IN TRUST AND MANAGED ACCORDINGLY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PUBLIC?

It is a wonderful hallmark of American wildlife management and ensures that the public can hunt and fish, and that wildlife 
is managed for the benefit of the public and not a few rich private individuals.

INCREASING PRESSURE FROM MOTORIZED AND MECHANICAL TRANSPORTATION IN COLORADO’S BACKCOUNTRY INCLUDING ILLEGAL TRAILS AND 
OHV USE IS NEGATIVELY IMPACTING COLORADO’S FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT AND THREATENING THE HEALTH AND DISTRIBUTION OF BIG GAME 
POPULATIONS. DO YOU HAVE IDEAS FOR HOW TO REDUCE THESE IMPACTS?

OHV traffic does sometimes occur in places where it should not, causing all the impacts that are noted in your question. The 
state and federal land managers need to do a better job of identifying appropriate trails, and enforcing restrictions designed 
to protect fish and wildlife.

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE CURRENT LAW ALLOWING THE ISSUANCE OF PRIVATE LAND OWNER VOUCHERS FOR BIG GAME HUNTING LICENSES 
THAT ARE VALID ON BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LAND?

Land depredation due to elk and deer feeding on haystacks is a legitimate concern, and that’s what our current system 
seeks to address. But, I share the concern that it can also put increased stress on the wildlife and public lands that hunters 
who go through the normal draw process are able to access. I am interested in exploring whether there is a better way 
to compensate private landowners, including assessing what financial assistance is available to them, to erect fencing to 
protect hay and other feed from elk and deer. Ultimately, we need a system that is responsive to legitimate depredation 
concerns while ensuring that the general public does not lose hunting opportunities as a result.

LACK OF PUBLIC ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY IS THE NO.1 REASON THOSE THAT HUNT AND FISH CITE FOR GIVING UP THEIR SPORTING TRADITIONS. WHAT 
POLICIES AND PROGRAMS WOULD YOU SUPPORT OR OPPOSE TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

Sportsmen and sportswomen often lack sufficient access to places to hunt and fish. I support the proposal to dedicate 1 
percent of LWCF funds for improved access to federal lands, and support a conservation guarantee to ensure access to 
current or greater total acreage of public lands for hunting, hiking, camping, and other forms of recreation. I will also explore 
expanding Colorado’s Ranching for Wildlife program, and Farm Bill Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program 
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funding in Colorado to pay private landowners to open their lands to hunting and fishing if they choose. To help reduce 
dispersed shooting in inappropriate areas and improve safety and fun, I will work with local authorities, and the various 
groups that sportsmen and sportswomen belong to, such as Ducks Unlimited and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, to 
build and maintain shooting ranges convenient for residents.

COLORADANS LACK LEGAL CLARITY AROUND STREAM ACCESS FOR PUBLIC WATERS THAT NATURALLY FLOW OVER PORTIONS OF PRIVATE LAND. WOULD 
YOU SUPPORT OR OPPOSE EFFORTS TO MODIFY THE STATE’S STREAM ACCESS LAW TO BE MORE CONSISTENT WITH OTHER WESTERN STATES SUCH AS
ALASKA, IDAHO, MONTANA, AND OREGON THAT PROVIDE MORE REASONABLE FLOATING AND WADING ACCESS TO PUBLIC WATERS?

This is a highly sensitive issue that has become central for many farmers and ranchers and lovers of the outdoors. In the 
past, property owners have even hung cables across rivers to prevent rafters from floating along rivers that cross private 
property. This is not a problem with a clear solution, and any politician that says so is avoiding the necessary stake holding
Polis for Colorado that needs to happen on the issue prior to a legislative, or rule making solution, being proposed. As 
governor, I’ve been proud to build winning coalitions around consensus on complicated issues like reforming No Child 
Left Behind, and establishing wilderness. That type of experience will be crucial in bringing those who see this issue from 
opposite perspectives of ‘right to float’ and ‘right to trespass’ together to find a commonsense solution.

CURRENTLY, 16% OF COLORADO STATE TRUST LAND IS OPEN FOR RECREATION, HUNTING AND FISHING IN COLORADO. THIS IS THE LOWEST PERCENTAGE 
OF ANY STATE IN THE WESTERN US. DO YOU SUPPORT OR OPPOSE GIVING COLORADO CITIZENS GREATER ACCESS FOR THESE PURPOSES?

Sportsmen and sportswomen often lack sufficient access to places to hunt and fish. I support the proposal to dedicate 1 
percent of LWCF funds for improved access to federal lands. I will also explore expanding Colorado’s Ranching for Wildlife 
program, and Farm Bill Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program funding in Colorado to pay private landowners 
to open their lands to hunting and fishing if they choose.

THERE HAVE BEEN PROPOSALS IN SEVERAL WESTERN STATES, INCLUDING LEGISLATION INTRODUCED INTO THE COLORADO GENERAL ASSEMBLY, TO 
HAVE FEDERALLY ADMINISTERED LANDS (USFS AND BLM) TURNED OVER TO THE STATES FOR MANAGEMENT OR DISPOSITION. DO YOU SUPPORT OF 
OPPOSE SUCH ACTIONS?

Unlike my opponent who has defended Utah’s misguided policies the shrink public lands and reduce access, I absolutely 
oppose the transfer of public lands from federal management to the state. The state’s budget simply cannot handle that 
responsibility and the only solution to that issue would be to auction lands off to the highest bidders. I will not be a governor 
that stands by as our public lands are cut up and sold off.

BACKCOUNTRY HUNTERS & ANGLERS
THE VOICE FOR OUR WILD PUBLIC LANDS, WATERS AND WILDLIFE.
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WHAT ISSUES DO YOU SEE AS MOST IMPORTANT FOR COLORADO HUNTERS AND ANGLERS?

With one of the fastest growing populations in the nation, Colorado’s increasing demands are straining our already-limited 
water resources.  To address our state’s water challenges, Colorado completed its first Water Plan (CWP). As Governor, I 
support securing sustainable funding for CWP to build new infrastructure focused on retention and storage, enhancing 
conservation, and protecting the individual property rights of agricultural and industrial water users.  We need to protect 
Colorado’s water resources that fuel our cities, agriculture and industry and supports a robust recreation industry on our ski 
slopes in the winter and in our rivers in the spring and summer. 

Another key issue is the engagement of our youth in outdoor recreation.  Playing outside is an integral part of a child’s 
development. Research has shown children who play outside are healthier, more creative, less aggressive, less stressed, 
and have reduced ADHD symptoms. Today’s kids, though, spend less than 10 minutes per day outside in unstructured play.  
Put differently, we’re raising a generation of kids with no connection to nature, who will become adults who do not cherish 
the things that make Colorado such a great place.  I support the Generation Wild program from the Great Outdoors Colorado 
(GOCO) that reconnects kids with nature and encourages them to experience the incredible things right outside the front 
door with a list of 100 things to do before you’re 12. Because kids grow better outside.

WHAT QUALIFICATIONS WOULD YOU LOOK FOR IN INDIVIDUALS YOU WOULD NOMINATE TO SERVE ON THE COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE (CPW) 
11-MEMBER COMMISSION?

The Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission (CPW) is a citizen board, appointed by the Governor, which sets regulations 
and policies for Colorado’s 41 state parks and wildlife programs.  The make-up of this commission must include sportsmen/
sportswomen, an outfitter, agricultural producers, recreationalists, at-large members, and a member of the Governor’s 
Cabinet serve as an ex-officio member.  I would demand and expect the members to represent all parks and wildlife related 
issues, regardless of their affiliation, since a recent poll shows that 75% of Coloradans consider themselves conservationists 
(up from 65% in 2017) and 75% consider themselves outdoor recreation enthusiasts.  They must be pragmatic leaders with a 
direct, personal connection to our land, water and long tradition of outdoor recreation.  I also support CPW as it helps protect 
our great outdoors and invests in outdoor recreation opportunities that extend far beyond state park boundaries.

AS AN ENTERPRISE AGENCY, FUNDED BY HUNTERS AND ANGLERS DO YOU THINK CPW SHOULD BE EXEMPT FROM STATE BUDGET CUTS, BUDGET 
INCREASE CAPS AND FURLOUGHS? WHY OR WHY NOT?

I disagree with the common practice of ‘robbing Peter to pay Paul’ and would oppose any effort to raid what limited state 
funds CPW receives. As an enterprise fund, this agency is largely self-sufficient through the sale of park passes, as well as 
hunting and fishing licenses. Considering the significant economic impact of outdoor recreation, a $28 billion-dollar industry, 
we should not cut into the limited resources they receive from the state. We need to invest in a comprehensive, statewide 
effort to proactively think about taking care of our great state to ensure that Colorado’s water, lands, and trails continue 
to benefit people and wildlife. Together we must prepare for our state’s long-term land conservation and wildlife habitat 
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needs, and balance creating access to outdoor recreation with caring for our great outdoors.  Conservation has an important 
mission of maintaining the quality of life that draws us in and makes this state what it is.

DO YOU THINK THE CPW’S CURRENT OPERATING BUDGET AND INCREASES APPROVED FROM THE 2018 FUTURE GENERATIONS ACT ARE SUFFICIENT 
FOR THE EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF COLORADO’S WILDLIFE AND PARKS RESOURCES? ARE THERE ANY AREAS OF CPW’S SPENDING YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE INCREASED OR DECREASED? WOULD YOU CONSIDER OTHER SOURCES OF REVENUE FOR SUPPORT OF COLORADO’S WILDLIFE AND PARK 
RESOURCES?

As Governor, I will continue to support reliable sources of funding to support the outdoor recreational industry, our public 
lands, and critical water and transportation infrastructure, without raising taxes on our citizens. Yet, I will expect our state 
agencies to do more with the funds they have. On a state-level my top priorities are to improve transportation, affordable 
housing, and education in our state. All these initiatives will directly strengthen the outdoor industry and the surrounding 
communities. In addition, I will work with the state legislature to find ways to honor our commitments to fund outdoor 
recreation opportunities and the priorities listed by CPW.

We need to support programs such as CPW’s Schools and Outdoor Learning Environments (SOLE).  SOLE is a program 
funded by GOCO with the mission to connect kids and their families to the outdoors, which has grown from 2 schools to 
almost 50 schools.
   
Finding creative ways to fund these critical components of our state is what we need in our next Governor. .

DO YOU ANTICIPATE MAKING ANY CHANGES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES OR THE COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE? 

As Governor, I would bring a focus on developing a comprehensive wildfire suppression budget fix to ensure we have the 
means and wherewithal to protect our state when needed.  Healthy forests are critical for a healthy Colorado, yet much 
of Colorado’s forests are out of balance.  Intense and destructive fires have brought the issues of community protection, 
forest resiliency, and the health of our water supplies to the forefront of public discussion.  Strategic forest restoration and 
management are key strategies to return forests to a healthy cycle of resiliency and recovery for the safe utilization of our 
natural beauty for all Coloradans.  Science-based restoration utilizes the strategic removal of trees, brush, and branches 
through thinning, cutting and carefully-controlled prescribed fires.  As Governor, I will support policies that expand the use 
of prescribed fire and forest restoration on public and private lands.

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE NORTH AMERICAN MODEL OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND ONE OF ITS CHIEF PRINCIPLES THAT WILDLIFE ARE A 
PUBLICLY OWNED RESOURCE AND SHOULD BE HELD IN TRUST AND MANAGED ACCORDINGLY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PUBLIC?

The North American Model of Wildlife Conservation is the gold standard and the envy of the rest of the world. We have 
solidified a best-practice approach to wildlife and land management which has been replicated by other countries. Wildlife 
is a public resource and should be sustained and maintained for future generations to come. As I campaign across this 
great state, I’ve met Coloradans from every corner of the state working on critical projects in their hometowns, cities, and 
counties— work that protects land, connects people to nature, and inspires the next generation to value what we have. This 
includes protecting access to our lakes, streams, mountains, fields and forests as well as proactive habitat management to 
make sure hunting and angling continue to be a sustainable and enjoyable pastime for generations of Coloradans to come.   
These partners epitomize the best of Colorado and, as Governor, I will encourage and support these efforts.

INCREASING PRESSURE FROM MOTORIZED AND MECHANICAL TRANSPORTATION IN COLORADO’S BACKCOUNTRY INCLUDING ILLEGAL TRAILS AND 
OHV USE IS NEGATIVELY IMPACTING COLORADO’S FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT AND THREATENING THE HEALTH AND DISTRIBUTION OF BIG GAME 
POPULATIONS.  DO YOU HAVE IDEAS FOR HOW TO REDUCE THESE IMPACTS?

We are a nation of laws. Laws and regulations on acceptable use must be followed and enforced. There is a time and place 
for everything and we should follow a multi-use strategy when appropriate but consult local stakeholders when determining 

...



...
what kind of usage and access is suitable in particular areas. I believe we need to protect the air we want to breathe in 
Colorado, the streams we want to fish with our kids, the mountains we want to hike in summer and ski in winter.  We need 
to build regional coalitions to seek sustainable funding, fight against these unattended consequences and develop evidence-
based solutions to localized issues.  Focus must be on augmenting opportunities to offset some of the effects of seasonality 
and population growth. 

We must ensure we continue to have a balanced approach to public land use that promotes conservation efforts to ensure 
the long-term sustainability of wildlife and fish populations.

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE CURRENT LAW ALLOWING THE ISSUANCE OF PRIVATE LAND OWNER VOUCHERS FOR BIG GAME HUNTING LICENSES 
THAT ARE VALID ON BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LAND?

I fully support the agricultural community to be able to enjoy recreational opportunities for hunting purposes on public 
and private land that they have access to or control of, but at the same time understand the need for public participation 
from residents and non-residents to provide a sustainable funding mechanism for CPW so they can manage robust game 
herds for current and future generations of hunters. These are regulations that are put forth through the Parks & Wildlife 
commission and I believe this is the appropriate avenue to pass rules and regulations on this matter. 

As Governor, I would stress conservation of our lands as it important to maintaining the quality of life that draws us in and 
makes this place what it is. We must sustain local agriculture and economies, give outdoor recreationists a place to play, 
protect wildlife habitat, safeguard the state’s water supply, improve best practices, and protect the land to make sure we 
keep Colorado great.

LACK OF PUBLIC ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY IS THE NO.1 REASON THOSE THAT HUNT AND FISH CITE FOR GIVING UP THEIR SPORTING TRADITIONS. WHAT 
POLICIES AND PROGRAMS WOULD YOU SUPPORT OR OPPOSE TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

As Governor, I would ensure continuation of the habitat stamp program that ensures access and maintenance of our land 
and water. Colorado maintains a conservation easement tax credit program that recognizes the public benefit of donating 
a conservation easement (e.g., a permanent restriction on a piece of land that is donated or sold by the landowner and 
protects certain natural features). These investments in land conservation have resulted in $13.7 billion in benefits for 
Coloradans; such as protection of wildlife habitat, expansion of recreation opportunities, maintenance of scenic beauty, and 
thriving rural economies and food production. A recent Colorado State University study found that every dollar invested in 
conservation easements yields up to 12 dollars of public benefits for Coloradans.  I support this tax credit program as it has 
the capacity to encourage and accelerate the conservation of high-priority properties, protecting natural resources, habitat, 
and wildlife migration corridor. 

COLORADANS LACK LEGAL CLARITY AROUND STREAM ACCESS FOR PUBLIC WATERS THAT NATURALLY FLOW OVER PORTIONS OF PRIVATE LAND. WOULD 
YOU SUPPORT OR OPPOSE EFFORTS TO MODIFY THE STATE’S STREAM ACCESS LAW TO BE MORE CONSISTENT WITH OTHER WESTERN STATES SUCH AS 
ALASKA, IDAHO, MONTANA, AND OREGON THAT PROVIDE MORE REASONABLE FLOATING AND WADING ACCESS TO PUBLIC WATERS?

We must respect and protect private property rights, including water rights, as well as public access to our waters. We 
cannot allow fisherman to trespass on private property, but we must ensure our waterways are not obstructed. As Governor, 
I would be open to having a discussion with our neighboring states on how to best manage our waterways and access to 
them.

CURRENTLY, 16% OF COLORADO STATE TRUST LAND IS OPEN FOR RECREATION, HUNTING AND FISHING IN COLORADO.  THIS IS THE LOWEST PERCENT-
AGE OF ANY STATE IN THE WESTERN US.  DO YOU SUPPORT OR OPPOSE GIVING COLORADO CITIZENS GREATER ACCESS FOR THESE PURPOSES?

I will work with the State Land Trust and advocate for multiple-use and expand access to our public lands when and where 
appropriate. Together, we can find ways to protect our environment and expand opportunities for sports enthusiasts and 
outdoorsmen.  We should allow outdoor recreation in combination with economic development, wherever appropriate, 
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yet must respect all parties so as one usage does not conflict with the other.  Natural beauty doesn’t always mean untouched. 
Colorado’s trails, wildlife habitat, and waterways often need a little human intervention to ensure our state’s unique 
beauty endures for generations. Colorado wouldn’t be Colorado without stewardship and restoration, and we all share the 
responsibility of ensuring our natural resources are well maintained into the future. 

THERE HAVE BEEN PROPOSALS IN SEVERAL WESTERN STATES, INCLUDING LEGISLATION INTRODUCED INTO THE COLORADO GENERAL ASSEMBLY, TO 
HAVE FEDERALLY ADMINISTERED LANDS (USFS AND BLM) TURNED OVER TO THE STATES FOR MANAGEMENT OR DISPOSITION.  DO YOU SUPPORT OF 
OPPOSE SUCH ACTIONS? 

I am opposed to a transfer of federal lands to the states, as the management and maintenance of such lands would be a 
massive budgetary constraint for the state.  Put differently, a transfer of federal land to the states would not be sustainable 
from a cost standpoint.  Yet, our local communities who are impacted by federal agencies need a better seat, and a bigger 
voice, at the table when decisions impacting their homes are being made.  While I do not support a flat transfer of lands, as 
Governor, I will be a vocal advocate for Coloradoans during these discussions.
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