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Whether we’re hunting, hiking or fishing, all of us at  
onX understand the importance of public lands and how 
critical it is to protect them. That’s why onX is donating 
a portion of all proceeds to Backcountry Hunters &
Anglers when you use promo code                to get  

 
at onxmaps.com/hunt.

is a proud supporter of

ONX STANDS FOR PUBLIC LANDS
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As I took my first step into Yellowstone’s Boiling 
River I finally relaxed. 

Our 8th annual North American Rendezvous had 
wrapped a week earlier, and I was deep into my own 
personal recovery. All of us who go – whether we’re in-
volved in the planning and execution or simply are for-
tunate enough to attend – know that Rendezvous takes 
a lot out of you. The preparation, the anticipation, the 
plotting, the scheming, the amazing food, the outstanding stories, 
the high fives and the bear hugs … lots of bear hugs. But you 
know what? It also fills our buckets.  

Our buckets are filled first and foremost by the relationships 
that are forged and rekindled at this great event. Starting right 
out of the gate – Rendezvous kicks off officially with our chapter 
leader barbeque – and ending with late night shenanigans after 
Campfire Storytelling on Saturday night, the conversations were 
numerous, joyful and heartfelt. From chance encounters in ele-
vators to planned sit-downs, I was constantly inspired. I’m often 
asked what the secret sauce at Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 
is, and I always resoundingly respond, “The people!” This year, 
for example, we played host to our first ever marriage proposal, 
which took place during a live MeatEater podcast! Congrats to 
Seth Trokey and Pau Gutie! 

Our buckets and bellies were filled by the good eats. From an-
other successful Field to Table dinner and an all-star lineup of 
chefs – Lukas Leaf, you crushed, but as your sous chef I’m biased 
– to an amazing array of sustenance cooked by chapters leaders 
during the Wild Game Cookoff – congrats to Arizona for defend-
ing their title – the locally harvested fare was top notch. To Eduar-
do Garcia and his crew at Montana Mex for working all weekend 
on the plaza and helping me (and a lot of others) stay on my feet 
with hearty fare…thank you for the energy you brought to Boise! 

Lastly, our buckets were filled by the energy of the whole week-
end. We brought on our largest and most impressive list of new 
chapters yet: Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, New Jersey, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee and the Yukon. BHA chapters now stretch 
from the Arctic Circle to Mexico and the Pacific Ocean to the 
Atlantic. Thanks in part to incentives from J.R. and Renee Young 
and Randy Newberg, we brought on 55 new life members at Ren-
dezvous; BHA’s own Ryan Silcox was busy blowing the airhorn 
for each and every one! I'm stoked to announce a new slate of 
North American board members: Vice Chairman J.R. Young, 
Secretary Ted Koch and Treasurer Jeffrey Jones.

When Boise Mayor Dave Bieter, a Democrat, introduced Idaho 
Governor Brad Little, a Republican who proclaimed May 2 Idaho 
Public Lands Day alongside a group of hunters, anglers and con-

servationists and in front of a crowd of thousands at the Beers, 
Bands and Public Lands brewfest … Rendezvous in Boise was on 
fire ... and bipartisan! 

Of course, none of this happened by accident. I’d be remiss if I 
didn’t thank the folks who traveled from all over North America 
and the outstanding volunteers who did everything from pour 
beer and sell raffle tickets to lead seminars. Last but not least, the 
most badass staff on the planet did it again! Special kudos to Hai-
ley Malepeai, Sawyer Connolly and Ty Stubblefield. To the queen 
bee of them all, Frankie McBurney Olson, FMO, the rock star 
standing ovation you received on stage Saturday night was one 
well deserved and something I will never forget. THANK YOU!

The task now is to bring that energy back home – to spread 
the gospel that is our public lands and waters and to bring more 
people to our ever-expanding team … and to ultimately create the 
will to protect those things we love. Whether or not you were at 
Rendezvous, I’m confident you all will prevail!  

During Rendezvous, BHA’s North American board of directors 
undertook development of an updated strategic plan dubbed our 
20:20 Vision. Throughout this initial process I was impressed by 
the engagement, energy and respectful nature of those who partic-
ipated. Soon you, too, will have the opportunity to provide input 
on this important endeavor. What does the future of our public 
lands and waters look like, and what is the future of BHA? 

Make your plans now to join us June 4-6, 2020, in Missoula, 
Montana, for our 9th annual North American Rendezvous, where 
we will roll out this ambitious plan of action. 

GO, FIGHT, WIN! 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Land Tawney
President and CEO

Onward and upward,
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RENEWAL

Land energizes the crowd to start the 
Filson Campfire Storytelling event in Boise.
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and wildlife. Sign up at 
www.backcountryhunters.org
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THE VOICE FOR OUR WILD PUBLIC LANDS, WATERS AND WILDLIFE

YOUR BACKCOUNTRY

BY TRISTAN HENRY

In Oregon’s scenic Central Cascades, the undulat-
ing terrain that bisects east from misty west has drawn 
growing crowds of backcountry travelers, summer after 
summer. Here, admiration and idolization of our peaks 
and forests have outpaced our ability to manage them 
according to their land-use designation.

As trails are beaten wide and begin to braid, a subse-
quent slew of consequences ranging from ecological to 
political erupt into public discourse. Viewed within the frame-
work provided by the Wilderness Act of 1964, the exuberant lev-
els of traffic create some serious dissonance for land managers and 
devoted stewards of wilderness – striking a balance that upholds 
the spirit of the wilderness designation is certain to be a challenge.

In Oregon, five wilderness areas have seen major impacts with 
some Forest Service surveys reporting traffic as high as 636 per-
cent of recommended capacity at some trailheads. Put simply, 
they’re being loved to death.

In January 2017 staff from the Deschutes and Willamette na-
tional forests began a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
process, analyzing strategies for managing visitor use in the five 
Central Cascades wilderness areas. Oregon BHA submitted com-
ments during the initial scoping period and, along with other 
Oregon-based organizations and agencies, began advocating for 
solutions that would address resource impacts and maintain wil-
derness character without creating further barriers to access for 
hunters and anglers.

In November 2018 Deschutes and Willamette National For-
est supervisors released their first draft decision, which outlined 
a limited entry system that would regulate day use and overnight 
use at some trailheads during periods of peak visitation in the 
Mt. Jefferson, Mt. Washington, Three Sisters, Waldo Lake and 
Diamond Peak wildernesses.

The limited-entry permit season, as it was proposed, would run 
from late May to Sept. 30. In partial recognition of the inequi-
ties faced by hunters, the Forest Service granted exemptions for 
limited-draw hunts. But unfortunately, the logic that influenced 
the exempted hunts was not consistently applied, and other hunts  
– specifically Oregon’s general archery season – would not receive 
the exemptions. 

That wasn’t the only language in the draft that sparked con-
cern. The Forest Service stated, “All user groups would have equal 

access to obtaining a permit for a trip, whether for an overnight 
or day trip, and all user groups would be equally impacted by 
the permitting process.” This statement simply does not hold true 
for hunters. To date, hunters had been the only wilderness user 
group whose activity already was being regulated; our distribution 
both spatially and temporally already is carefully and competently 
managed – both legally by our state game agency and practically 
by the very wildlife we pursue. Despite our input, the Forest Ser-
vice had failed to acknowledge that hunters faced a truly unique 
situation in the larger ecosystem of recreationalists.

In December Oregon BHA joined the Oregon Department 
of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW) and others in filing an objection 
and suggested alternatives that acknowledge the difference in 
use-philosophy and resource impact between hunters and other 
user-groups. We asked that forest supervisors consider the added 
challenges that this system will pose to hunters whose numbers 
and distribution already are carefully managed by state wildlife 
agencies and who already have limited timeframes in which to 
hunt. For the next several months the USFS was silent. Our un-
certainty was amplified as other players began to treat conditions 
set in the draft decision as a foregone conclusion. With nearly two 
years invested and the lingering fear of losing backyard hunting 
zones, we made ourselves busy setting the board for a blitz upon 
release of the final decision. We sought advice from our peers at 
other chapters and stoked our fire by reactivating our other ob-
jecting partners. We found solace in hearing that our dialogue 
took on life at higher levels of bureaucracy, but only time would 
tell the next steps.

Then, on May 10, the Willamette and Deschutes national for-
ests released their final decision with day-use exemptions includ-
ed for Oregon’s general archery deer hunters. We had expected 
mixed results but were shocked, nonetheless. At the beginning of 
the process, we had established that general archery for deer and 
elk would be our Alamo. The exemption included deer but omit-

CENTRAL 
OREGON: 

The Frontlines of  
Wilderness Access
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ted general archery elk. It seemed like an oversight, and thankfully 
a few tactful-yet-spirited calls proved that indeed it was, and that 
it would be easily corrected.

One challenge still remains regarding overnight trips. Under 
the current decision, hunters would be subject to the same lim-
ited-entry permitting process as all other user-groups. This pres-
ents some issues as the reservation period comes before Oregon’s 
controlled hunts are announced. This would clearly disadvantage 
hunters in the permitting process, but thankfully, the USFS is 
invoking adaptive management in the early stages of their new 
limited entry system, and there remains time and opportunity to 
ensure that the process is made equitable. We are heartened to see 
increased interagency coordination written into the plan and look 
forward to helping to create and contextualize data that will speak 
for the things that cannot speak for themselves.

Those who have worked on this project will have plenty to be 
thankful for the next time our boots meet the trail: Chiefly, this 
land is ours in the first place and public process worked pretty 
much as intended. Of course, it helps to have allies who are no 
stranger to work – people who show up to defend wilderness tend 
to be the kind not easily dissuaded by long miles or strenuous 
effort. We also should count ourselves lucky to have started this 
process with no real deficits in social capital – one could only 
imagine how difficult it could have been if Oregon BHA’s rela-
tionships with other users were more adversarial – it proves that 
pleasantries shared from tailgates and passing smiles on the trail 

are truly valuable currency.
We can be certain that, in the era of the recreation economy, 

human traffic will continue to increase and places that have pre-
viously maintained a sense of natural permanence will continue 
to require protecting. We can expect that rules like this will make 
their way into more and more wilderness, and when they do, we 
cannot depend solely upon precedent. As backcountry hunters 
and anglers, we will always need wilderness – capital “W” or oth-
erwise. Public land will always require a public process, and we al-
ways will need sportsmen and women to lead, to build coalitions 
and to show up to ensure that our access to these wild and public 
places remains intact. 

Tristan Henry serves on the Oregon chapter board of Backcountry 
Hunters & Anglers. He is an avid outdoorsman and frequent visitor 
to the Three Sisters Wilderness and Jefferson Wilderness.
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Hunter: Kait West, BHA Member Species: Elk State: Utah 
Method: Rifle Distance from nearest road: Four miles 
Transportation: Foot

Angler: Tony Cortese, BHA Member Species: Brook Trout 
State: New York Method: Spin Distance from nearest 
road: Five miles Transportation: Foot

Anglers: Cole and Sky Lujan, BHA Members Species: 
Brown Trout State: Colorado Method: Spin Distance from 
nearest road: Secret Transportation: Foot and dad’s back

Hunter: Hunter Taylor Species: Alligator State: Mississippi 
Method: Snatch hook with rod and reel Distance from 
nearest road: One mile Transportation: Boat

Hunter: Chris Trout, BHA Member Species: Pronghorn 
State: Wyoming Method: Rifle Distance from nearest 
road: Two miles Transportation: Foot

Angler: Jake St. Sauver, BHA Member Species: Cutthroat 
State: Montana Method: Fly Distance from nearest road: 
Eight miles Transportation: Foot
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Email your Backcountry Bounty submissions to williams@backcountryhunters.org
OR share your photos with us by using #backcountryhuntersandanglers on social media! 
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IDAHO PUBLIC LANDS DAY

BHA HEADQUARTERS

BOUNDARY WATERS MINE CLAIM MOVES FORWARD

Public lands and waters in Idaho received a wholehearted en-
dorsement by Gov. Brad Little, who issued a proclamation es-
tablishing May 2 as Public Lands Day in Idaho. Little took to 
the stage during the Beers, Bands and Public Lands brewfest at 
Rendezvous 2019 in Boise to make the announcement. Idaho has 
34.5 million acres of public lands, nearly two-thirds of the state’s 
53.5 million acres.

Interior Secretary David Bernhardt announced the decision 
to enable the advancement of the proposed Twin Metals cop-
per-nickel mine near the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilder-
ness in the face of vociferous opposition by thousands of citizens, 
who have repeatedly advocated for the area’s conservation. The 
administration’s announcement reverses a popular 2016 decision 

to withdraw the leases and halt development of the mine.
BHA members have joined with Sportsmen for the Boundary 

Waters and others to take action in support of the region’s long-
term conservation. Visit backcountryhunters.org to fight this 
harmful decision.

 2019 HIKE TO HUNT CHALLENGE

The BHA Hike to Hunt Challenge is a fundraising competition dedicated to motivating 
hunters and anglers to get outside and get in shape, build awareness of the issues facing our 
wild public lands and waters, and raise funds for BHA’s work in defense of those places. Join 
us! Sign up, create your profile, set your goals and start fundraising and hiking! 

 
THREE WAYS TO WIN $30,000 WORTH OF GEAR!

FUNDRAISE: Sign up at https://www.backcountryhunters.org/hike_to_hunt_sign_up, 
create a profile, and solicit your friends and family to donate in your name. Pledge to hike 
miles for dollars to establish a goal for hiking and fundraising. $40 enters you in the challenge 
and gets you a BHA membership, Hike to Hunt t-shirt and a chance to win some amazing 
prizes.

HIKE: Download the Under Armour “Map My Hike” app and join the “Hike to Hunt 
Challenge.” Start hiking to log your miles. 

SOCIAL MEDIA: Follow BHA and our Hike to Hunt partners on Instagram and Facebook for weekly fun contests to win amazing 
prizes just for hiking and posting.  

#hiketohunt @backcountryhunters @uahunt @gerbergear @gohunt @nemoequipment@vortexoptics @onxhunt @stoneglacier 

WEEKLY PRIZES FROM NOW UNTIL JULY31!
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BHA AND FOREST SERVICE WORK TOGETHER

PEBBLE MINE UPDATE
In a Clean Water Act action opportunity, the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers opened a public comment period from March 1– 
May 30, 2019 on their released draft environmental impact state-
ment for Pebble Mine in Alaska’s iconic Bristol Bay. Fortunately, 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) submitted a letter asking for an ad-
ditional 30 days, stating that “Alaskans need more time.” The new 
comment deadline is June 29.

Bristol Bay is a priority campaign for BHA that we’ve been 
committed to for years. It’s this type of industrial development 
that threatens some of the best fish and wildlife habitat. If ever 
there was a preemptive permit denial candidate under section 404 
(c) of the Clean Water Act, it’s Pebble Mine.

Public comments will be accepted until June 29. Visit back-
countryhunters.org and click “take action” for Bristol Bay.

 

In March BHA and the U.S. Forest Service signed a nation-
al partnership agreement to document ongoing cooperation be-
tween the two entities and expand possibilities for collaborative 
engagement in the future. 

Rob Harper, national director of water, fish, air and rare plants 
for the Forest Service said, “Through our partnership with BHA, 
an organization which has done a fantastic job of building an 
energized community around our nation’s public lands legacy, 
the Forest Service stands to engage a new generation of active, 

service-oriented conservationists. I hope that through our collab-
oration we can welcome and inspire more people to play a public 
service role in the stewardship of our public lands.”

BHA’s Conservation Director John Gale and Harper signed the 
agreement in Denver during the 84th annual North American 
Wildlife and Resource Conference, which convenes top U.S. pol-
icymakers, biologists and others to weigh in on natural resource 
issues.

BHA BESTOWS TOP HONORS AT RENDEZVOUS
BHA’s Jim Posewitz Award for Ethical Hunting and Fish-

ing recognizes outstanding ethical behavior in the field and the 
education of the outdoor public on the importance of ethical 
behavior. The recipient of the 2019 award is Karen Boeger, a 
BHA member and Nevada resident committed to mentoring and 
bringing up the next generation of BHA leaders in the Silver 
State.

The Ted Trueblood Award is presented by BHA for exception-
al communications work informing and inspiring people for the 
benefit of public lands, waters and wildlife. The 2019 Trueblood 
Award recipient is Steve Rinella, host of the MeatEater podcast 
and TV show.

BHA’s Aldo Leopold Award is given for exceptional work and 
dedication to the conservation of wildlife habitat. The 2019 win-
ner is Virgil Moore, former director of Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game.

The Sigurd F. Olson Award recognizes outstanding effort in the 
conservation of rivers, lakes or wetland habitat. The 2019 award 
winners are Frank and Jeanne Moore, two champions for wild 
salmonids and wild rivers. The Frank and Jeanne Moore Wild 
Steelhead Special Management Area Designation Act, signed into 
law this year as part of the public lands package, reflects their 
unmatched impact on the policies and conversation surrounding 
salmon and steelhead in the Pacific Northwest.

The 2018 George Bird Grinnell Award for outstanding BHA 
chapter of the year was presented to the Michigan chapter. (Learn 
more about the Michigan chapters accomplishments on page 51.)

The Larry Fischer Award honors the memory and contribu-
tions of a longtime BHA board member by recognizing excep-
tional dedication by a business to BHA’s mission. Filson is the 
winner of the 2019 award. A platinum level corporate partner, 
Filson has cosponsored dozens of storytelling events across North 
America with BHA, including the centerpiece event of the 2019 
Rendezvous.

Last but not least, the Mike Beagle-Chairman’s Award is be-
stowed to an individual who shows outstanding effort on behalf 
of BHA. The award is named after Beagle, a BHA founder who 
launched BHA “around an Oregon campfire” in 2004. The 2019 
award winner is David Lien, one of the founding members of 
BHA. 


