
Captive Breeding  

To be clear, this message is in regards to captive breeding and rearing operations, also commonly 

referred to as “deer farms”.  These operations actively buy and sell both live individuals and the semen 

of “trophy” individuals of native deer on the open market.  The deer are bought, sold, and transported 

from facility to facility, or in the case of “harvest bucks”, sold to “hunting” operations where the deer’s 

identification tags (ear tags) are removed, the animal is released, and paying clients are then allowed to 

“hunt” those individuals.  Although the Texas legislature allows these breeder facilities to do so under 

permit, the deer are still considered a public resource, are technically owned by all citizens of Texas, and 

are putatively still held in trust by the state of Texas for the benefit of all Texans. 

 

Need more incentive to hunt wild deer?   

Captive propagation and release is a direct contradiction to several central tenets of the North American 

Model of Wildlife Management (primarily tenets 1 & 2, but also 7; see the Model here).  This set of 

principles that began with forward thinking conservationists, including hunters such as Teddy Roosevelt, 

has been the single biggest contribution to the diversity and abundance of wildlife in the United States 

and Canada, and has been emulated in some form by governments around the world.  The most obvious 

and consequential aspect of deviating from the Model to Texans is perhaps that the industry, in 

practicality, is wholly dependent on the practical privatization of a public resource.  After all, even those 

deer contained in breeder pens, administered growth hormones and antibiotics, and bought, sold, and 

transferred among breeders and hunting operations are in fact still owned by the public and, 

theoretically, held in public trust (owned by every single Texan, but managed by the state for the benefit 

of ALL Texans).  Sound contradictory?  It is! 

https://www.fws.gov/hunting/north-american-model-of-wildlife-conservation.html

