
 

 

 

 

2016 NORTH AMERICAN POLICY STATEMENT: 
PRIVATIZATION OF WILDLIFE AND CAPTIVE CERVIDS 

 
 
Sponsored by: Proposed by New England, New York, and Pennsylvania Chapters of BHA. 
 
North American Board Action: Unanimously adopted by the North American Board of Director’s 
at BHA’s 2016 Rendezvous 
 
 
Background and Sponsor Commentary: 
The United States of America and Canada define ownership of wildlife resources under the 
Public Trust Doctrine as equal property of our countries’ citizens held in trust by state, 
provincial, and federal management agencies. The North American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation Wildlife supports the elimination of markets for wildlife, the taking of wildlife only 
for legitimate purposes, utilizing the best possible science to implement and discharge wildlife 
management policies, and the democracy of hunting and the need for hunters to be vigilant 
against efforts to privatize wildlife which is recognized as an international public resource. 
 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers supports science-based fish and wildlife management, and 
hunting, fishing and trapping as appropriate wildlife management tools. Backcountry Hunters & 
Anglers also supports the authority and responsibility of state wildlife agencies to manage 
resident fish and wildlife populations on private and public lands including Wilderness areas 
and encourages cooperation between state and provincial wildlife managers and federal land 
managers to maintain robust fish and wildlife populations and to provide for high-quality 
outdoor experiences.  
 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a deadly transmissible spongiform encephalopathy (TSE), 
which is long-lived in soils and affects captive and wild Cervidae (deer, elk and moose). White-
tailed deer, mule deer, moose and elk are primary game species for North America’s hunters 
and contribute to the sustainable economic health of local communities and wildlife 
management agencies alike.   
 
The presence of CWD and other wildlife disease have been found to contribute to the 
depression of hunter participation. There exists at present no inexpensive test for CWD on live 
deer species and no live test for all other cervid species and the presence of CWD in any state 
creates a significant financial burden that redirects limited wildlife program resources in order 
to contain the disease. Captive cervid farming presents an unnecessary and avoidable risk of 
wildlife disease gestation through unnaturally concentrated animal densities and transmission 
opportunity from contaminated environments and through fluid excretions. 



 

 

  
Since 1967, authorities have detected CWD in wild, captive or both cervid populations in 23 
states and the Canadian provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan. Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) has been diagnosed at an alarming number of game farms and commercial cervid 
facilities and individual transmission cases associated with their escape from these operations 
and contact between free-ranging wild cervids and privately held captive cervids at fence-lines.  
 
Due to the increasing threat of CWD to our public wildlife resources, many states presently 
prohibit or heavily regulate the importation of live cervids from areas known to be endemic for 
CWD and a growing number of states have completely banned all importation of live cervids or 
prohibited importation with very limited exceptions. Some universities, extension offices and 
government agencies such as the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) including the 
Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) promote and support the private ownership and 
commercialization of cervids, including promulgating rules that facilitate interstate 
transportation, and big game breeding operations. 
 
APHIS, State Veterinarians, and other agricultural agencies compete for or seek to claim 
authority over wildlife diseases and therefore, free-ranging wildlife. APHIS and State 
Veterinarians disease management protocols do not acknowledge the public ownership of 
wildlife and are promulgated around programs that impair wildlife populations and their 
genetic diversity and viability. 
 
The Boone and Crockett Club has issued statements on Deer Breeding and Shooting Operations, 
Genetic Manipulation, Canned Shoots, Fair Chase, and the ‘North American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation’ to address impacts to hunting, wildlife health, trophy scoring, and the social 
implications related to the privatization of wildlife, captive cervid operations, and enclosed 
shooting operations. The Pope & Young Club Rules of Fair Chase prohibits the taking of animals 
within fenced enclosures. 
 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers maintains that hunting should involve an element of skill, 
woodsmanship and challenge and promotes Fair Chase principles in concert with the North 
American Wildlife Model that defend against practices that do not. 
 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers identifies high-fence hunting or the pursuit and shooting of 
wildlife species in any enclosure that prevent escape as a threat to the principles of Fair Chase 
and North American Model. 
 
North American Policy Statement:  
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers urges the following: 
 
§ The enactment of laws, policies, or other governing rules that prohibit the privatization of 

wildlife and the importation/exportation of live cervids, cervid carcasses, and cervid 
reproductive materials outside unique management circumstances sanctioned by state, 



 

 

provincial, or federal wildlife management agencies charged with the stewardship of 
publicly held wildlife resources.  

§ The enactment of laws, policies, or other governing rules that prohibit the pursuit and 
shooting of artificially bred or captive-reared cervids within fenced enclosures that eliminate 
escape and fair chase.  

§ Opposes the engagement of agencies including but not limited to the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), extension 
offices, universities, and other entities in activities which aid and abet big game breeding 
operations and the captive raising of cervids. 

§ Opposes the expenditure of public resources (including those revenues generated by hunters 
and anglers through state license sales and excise taxes) on policies promoting and 
supporting the private ownership or commercialization of native wildlife species. 

§ Recognizes the publicly entrusted responsibility of state, provincial, and federal fish and 
wildlife management agencies and supports disease management jurisdiction of free-
ranging wildlife populations by wildlife professionals operating under their authority.  


