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January 13, 2020 

 

Dear Ms. Whitney, 

 

On behalf of the Washington Chapter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, we are writing to 
express our concern over the proposed DNR Land Bank Exchange in the Methow Valley, 
Okanogan County.  Our state-wide membership of over 2,000 sportsmen and women seek to 
protect our fish, wildlife, habitats, and public lands and believe this sale conflicts with our 
organization’s goal to do so. 

 

While we understand that the parcels proposed for sale no longer meet the needs of the DNR 
Land Trust Program, we believe that the seven parcels labeled A-G and located in the Methow 
Valley of Okanogan County provide important value for local wildlife including mule deer and 
opportunities for sportsmen and women.  The Methow Valley is home to Washington’s largest 
migratory mule deer population and these deer have long been valued by hunters from across the 
west who flock to the area each fall to hunt bringing revenue to local communities.  Clearly, 
these mule deer and the public lands they depend on are an important resource both to hunters 
and the local economy.  Parcels A-G provide winter habitat for mule deer, an important resource 
that development increasingly depletes.  Parcels A-G also increase access and opportunities for 
hunters and other public land users.  We believe that the habitat these parcels provide for mule 
deer and the hunting and recreation opportunities they lend our communities are values that are 
worth protecting and are done so best by keeping these lands public.  The Washington Chapter of 
BHA therefore urges the DNR to pursue one of the several alternate options open to the DNR for 
keeping this land public such as Land Exchanges, fee transfers to other public agencies, and the 
Trust Lands Transfer Program.   

 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed Land Bank Exchange and would 
again like to urge the DNR to work with agencies to find a path to continued public ownership 
for most of the parcels. Based on potential agency interest, we support removing some of the 
parcels from the auction process to allow agencies adequate time to develop their options. Where 
public ownership is not possible, we encourage DNR to use every option at their disposal to 
protect the conservation values of the parcels.   

 

Sincerely, 



 

Bart George, Co-Chair 

Washington State Chapter 

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 

 

Carmen Vanbianchi, Conservation Committee  

Washington State Chapter 

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 


