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April 1, 2020 
Via: Email  

Alan Duffy, Chair 
Bill Hanlon, Co-Chair  
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, British Columbia 
 
Dear Messrs. Duffy & Hanlon,  
 
Thank you for your letter dated March 20, 2020 detailing your concerns regarding the 2019 Westslope 
Cutthroat Trout fish counts in the Upper Fording River and your request for more information. Teck shares 
your concerns and have been working with the Ktunaxa Nation Council, government regulators, the 
Environmental Monitoring Committee, the Elk Valley Fish and Fish Habitat Committee and experts to 
gather more data, evaluate possible causal factors and address ongoing protection of fish.  
 
The reasons for the lower fish counts are unknown at this time and Teck has established a team of 
external experts led by Beth Power, a Registered Professional Biologist and Approved Professional with 
over 30-years experience, to evaluate possible causes and deliver a report. Using science and local 
knowledge, the expert team is examining a range of possible causes including water quality, water use, 
predation, food availability and algae among others. The team of subject matter experts is investigating 
specific stressors that will inform an overall evaluation of cause report to be delivered later this year.  
 
As you can appreciate, the evaluation of cause investigation will require considerable coordination to 
compile and consolidate the expert team’s outputs. Currently, following review by regulators and the 
Ktunaxa Nation, the final report is expected in the latter part of 2020. Our intention is to be transparent 
and make information publically available throughout the process, working with the expert team and 
external stakeholders. As we finalize our evaluation of cause approach and processes for sharing 
information we will follow up with you directly to address specific information requests outlined in your 
letter.  
 
In the interim, I wanted to assure you that Teck takes this issue very seriously and, in addition to 
undertaking the evaluation of cause, upon receiving the fish count information we undertook 
precautionary measures at our operations to limit handling and sampling of fish and to limit water use 
during low-flow periods. Theses precautionary measures are ongoing. Should you have further questions, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to Nic Milligan, Teck Manager Social Responsibility at 1-250-425-3335 
or myself directly at 1-250-425-5634. 
 
Yours most respectfully,  
 

 
 
Katherine Gizikoff 
General Manager, Environment & Social Responsibility, Teck  
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Cc:  Honourable Bruce Ralston, Ministry of Energy, Mines & Petroleum Resources 

Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Canada  
Honourable Bernadette Jordan, Ministry of Fisheries and Oceans Canada   
Tara Szkorupa 
Marcia Smith, Teck Senior Vice President, Sustainability and External Affairs 
Nic Milligan, Teck, Manager Social Responsibility 

 
 
 
 
 
 


