
May 24, 2021 

 

The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 

Chair 

Energy and Minerals Subcommittee 

House Natural Resources Committee 

1522 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Pete Stauber 

Ranking Member 

Energy and Minerals Subcommittee 

House Natural Resources Committee 

1522 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Chair Lowenthal, Ranking Member Stauber and members of the Subcommittee:  

The undersigned organizations write in support of the Public Land Renewable Energy 

Development Act (PLREDA). This common-sense legislation has enjoyed broad bipartisan 

support for several Congresses, including strong bipartisan support from this subcommittee, 

which has repeatedly advanced this legislation. Just last year, several provisions from the 116th 

bill were included in the Energy Act of 2020 (P.L. 116-260), which was signed into law in 

December. 

The current version of PLREDA removes those sections that passed into law and focuses on the 

remaining provisions at the heart of this bill, including the sections on updating priority areas for 

solar, wind and geothermal energy development and the revenue sharing program that will 

support responsible development of renewable energy resources on public lands in a way that 

invests in local communities and county governments. Our organizations encourage you to 

advance these provisions into law. 

Specifically, PLREDA would promote the responsible development of wind, solar, and 

geothermal resources on public lands by prioritizing development in strategic areas, facilitating 

smart siting and providing for efficient permitting of projects in places with high energy potential 

and lower wildlife, habitat and cultural resource impacts. This bill complements greater 

regulatory certainty by also providing economic benefits to states and counties, putting people 

back to work, and reinvesting in local communities through outdoor recreation and habitat 

conservation. PLREDA would also help achieve the goal of permitting 25 gigawatts of 

renewable energy projects on public lands by 2025 set by the Energy Act of 2020. 

By putting thousands of Americans back to work rebuilding our 21st century renewable energy 

sector, we estimate this legislation could create nearly 9,000 operations and maintenance jobs, 

and more than 60,000 construction jobs by 2025. 

The Public Land Renewable Energy Development Act makes a strong commitment to ensure 

natural resource conservation is done in concert with building new infrastructure and that local 

communities receive economic benefits from development. This bipartisan legislation is what 

our country needs as we work to rebuild our economy together. We look forward to working 

with you and appreciate your continued support. 

 



Sincerely,  

 

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 

National Association of Counties 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

Outdoor Alliance 

The Wilderness Society 

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 

Trout Unlimited 


