
This document is an update from the first, second and third L&Q Alerts on the Al 
Wesam fleet of trawlers that have been fishing off the coast of Puntland, Somalia. 
Prior alerts have detailed the alleged human rights and environmental crimes tied 
to these ships. Those alerts also sought to explain why these ships are thought to 
be illegal. The goal of all these alerts is simply to equip others with information 
and to further the investigation of this fleet. The goal of this alert in particular is 
to help connect the dots between these abuses and the people who own, operate 
and benefit from this fleet. If you have additional information to offer or questions 
to ask, please be in touch: urbina@nytimes.com. 

The research cited in this report was provided by C4ADS. Many of the documents 
that fed into this alert cannot be made public. However, here is a concise list of 
those documents that I can provide upon which this report is based: Djiboutian 
corporate documentation for Green Laurel International; Djiboutian corporate 
documentation for Marine Renown; Panamanian corporate documentation for 
Brilliant Sea Reefer Line; Panamanian corporate documentation for Wisdom Sea 
Reefer Line; Panamanian corporate documentation for Chainavee Reefer Line; 
Panamanian corporate documentation for Seavic Reefer Line, Inc; ship 
information about the Sinar Bima; ship information about the Sinar Sabang; ship 
information about the Balthasar Schulte; ship information about the Chiloe 
Island; and ship information about the Millennium Bright. 

LEADS AND QUESTIONS: AL WESAM TRAWLER FLEET  
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Leads
The Sangsukiam family has been influential in 
the seafood industry both in Thailand and 
abroad for several decades. Their companies are 
often tied to the Seavic Group. The family also 
has influence over various shipping companies 
in multiple countries, including Djibouti and 
Panama. Two of these shipping companies, 
Green Laurel International and Marine Renown, 
were involved with the vessels of the Al Wesam 
fleet when they were identified by their 
previous Thai names (at that stage I referred to 
them as the “Somali 7” because that’s where I 
began investigating them). The Sangsukiam 
family also hold positions of power in an 
Indonesian company called PT S&T Mitra Mina 
and three Panamanian companies called 
Brilliant Reefer Line, Wisdom Sea Reefer Line 
and Chainavee Reefer Line.
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Green Laurel International is a Djibouti-
incorporated company that has been directed by 
Surukan Sangsukiam and Supachot Sangsukiam 
since May 2017. The company owns seven vessels, 
four of which have been identified as part of the 
Al Wesam fleet – Chainachoke 8, Supphermnavee 
21, Chainavee 55 and Chainavee 54. All of these 
vessels are Thai named and formerly registered to 
Thailand. They were reflagged to Djibouti in 
December 2016 and subsequently to Somalia in 
December 2017. Currently, these ships are going 
by the names Al Wesam 1, Al Wesam 2, Al 
Wesam 4 and Al Wesam 5. For a complete listing 
of the illegal activities committed by these vessels, 
please refer to Alert 1, Alert 2 and Alert 3.Previous Name: CHAINAVEE 54

Alleged Current Name: Al Wesam 5
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 In January 2017, this fleet traveled to Somali 
waters, where the seven vessels received fishing 
licenses from Puntland. These licenses appear to 
have been granted without proper legal authority 
under Somali federal law, which forbids trawling in 
Somali waters and only authorizes the federal 
government to issue fishing licenses. Two Somali 
businessmen, Liban Cabdulahi Cigaal and 
Cabdulahi Xaashi Abiib, applied for the Puntland 
licenses for the vessels. In order to receive the 
licenses, the vessels’ owners also contacted the 
Puntland Minister of Finance, Minister of State, and 
Puntland’s president, all who were aware of the 
fleet’s Thai ownership. In Somalia, two people 
seem to have been the primary orchestrators of 
these Puntland licenses. Both are tied to the State 
fisheries ministry. The first is a Somali-Australian 
man named Abdirahman Jama Kulmiye. The second 
person is named Abdi Nur Elmi Mahmoud. To read 
more about Mr. Kulmiye, please refer to Alert 2.
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In July 2017, I alerted Thai authorities that a 
vessel owned by Green Laurel International 
called the Choctchainavee 35 was entering 
Thai waters. I also debriefed the government 
on various findings from my reporting on 
this fleet while I was in Puntland, Somalia. 
After the vessel turned off its AIS, Thai 
authorities dispatched aircraft above near 
shore waters to find it. After locating the 
ship, they boarded it to inspect for IUU and 
other potential labor violations. I had an 
investigator embedded with the team of Thai 
police officers who boarded this ship when it 
entered Thai waters and he interviewed the 
crew. Those interviews revealed various 
potential and severe trafficking, human 
rights and IUU violations. 

Previous Name: Suppermnavee 21
Alleged Current Name: AL WESAM 1



 Thai authorities said the Choctchainavee 35 
was owned by SVG Fisheries Development Co. 
Ltd. In January 2016, a Virginia company 
called SVG Fisheries Development Somalia Co. 
Ltd was incorporated by an individual named 
Abdillahi Hashi Abib, which is the Somali to 
English transliteration of the name Cabdulahi 
Xaashi Abiib, the name of one of the Somali 
businessmen who applied for Puntland fishing 
licenses for the Al Wesam fleet. Some records 
indicate that this company has been canceled, 
but according to this website, it is still active. 
However, the connection between these two 
individuals and companies has not been 
confirmed. Prior to this, Choctchainavee 35 
was registered in Thailand to Supachot 
Sangsukiam, who has been a director of Green 
Laurel International since May 2017 and the 
commissioner of PT S&T Mitra Mina.
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Marine Renown is a Djibouti-based company also owned by 
Thai nationals. It has the same authenticator, Mourad Farah, 
as Green Laurel International. Wanlabha Samrarnruen, a 
former manager shareholder, was previously a director of 
Green Laurel International. According to an inspection of the 
vessel that occurred in Thailand, in January 2017, Marine 
Renown owned the Chainavee 55, although, according to 
other documents, Green Laurel International claims 
ownership of the vessel. Chainavee 55 was previously 
registered by Vichai Sangsukiam (president and co-director of 
Chainavee Reefer Line, president and co-director of Panama’s 
Wisdom Sea Reefer Line and director and secretary of Brilliant 
Sea Reefer Line) with the Thailand Marine Department to 
fish, but this authorization expired in January 2017. Shortly 
after, Chainavee 55 reflagged under Djibouti.

Previous Name: CHAINAVEE 55
Alleged Current Name: AL WESAM 2
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 Two shareholders of Marine Renown, Porames 
Ruanlek and Prapai Hongsaenyatham, are also co-
directors of Wisdom Sea Reefer Line, the 
Panamanian company that owns the Wisdom Sea 
Reefer, a refrigeration vessel previously associated 
with the Al Wesam fleet. 

 Sarukan Sangsukiam co-directs a Panamanian 
company, Seavic Reefer Line, Inc, with her father, 
Wanchai Sangsukiam, and mother, Urailuk 
Sangsukiam. Seavic Reefer Line, Inc owns a 
Djibouti-based fishing vessel called the Star Bright 
25 that was inspected by immigration authorities 
in Samut Sakhon in May 2017. 

 Wanchcai Sangsukiam attended a meeting in 
March 2017 with the senior policy advisor to the 
Somali president and the Deputy Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in Thailand. The purpose of 
Sansukiam’s presence was not specifically 
addressed, but the public summary of the meeting 
included fisheries as one of the prominent topics. 
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 It remains unclear whether officials in 
Mogadishu or Puntland will investigate 
the crimes allegedly associated with 
these vessels and remove them from the 
Somali registry. If these two governments 
fail to respond, will the EU or the IOTC 
take any action?  

 In light of all these connections between 
these scofflaw ships and their Thai 
owners, is the government of Thailand 
going to take any steps to prosecute the 
family and their companies?

Questions

Al Wesam Fleet and the Wisdom Sea Reefer



 The company that currently owns the Al Wesam 
vessels still has not proven that they have no 
relation to the former owners and their illicit 
actions, which is the only way to separate the 
vessels from the IOTC’s IUU designation. Does 
anyone know of any connections this company, 
Alwesam Fishing and Cold Storage Company, has 
to the Sangsukiam family or any of their related 
companies? 

 Wisdom Sea Reefer Line, a Panamanian 
company directed by Vichai Sangsukiam, owns 
the Wisdom Sea Reefer, which was later renamed 
both the Renown Reefer and the Honor and 
reflagged by Moldova. Was the reefer renamed 
the Renown Reefer because it transferred 
ownership to the company Marine Renown? Is it 
still under the control of the Sangsukiam family?
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 Three vessels carrying containers originating 
from the Al Wesam fleet docked in the port of 
Singapore. Thailand requested Singapore to 
conduct an inspection, but Singapore still has 
not responded to Thailand regarding this issue. 
Furthermore, two of the vessels that transported 
the rejected containers (the Sinar Bima and the 
Sinar Sabang) are flagged to Singapore and 
owned by an Indonesian company called 
Samudera Shipping Line, according to 
documents from Equasis. This company has a 
comprehensive policy to protect whistleblowers, 
outlined here. Does anyone have any 
information regarding a connection between the 
Sangsukiam family and Samudera Shipping Line? 
Has anyone applied pressure to the Indonesian 
government or this company to answer for their 
role in potential IUU violations? 
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According to these documents from Equasis, the 
other vessels that helped facilitate the transport 
of the Al Wesam containers are owned by 
various companies – the Balthasar Schulte is 
owned by the Balthasar Schulte Company, the 
Chiloe Island is owned by Bomar Foxtrot LLC 
and the Millennium Bright is owned by Twin 
Bright Shipping Co. Has anyone applied pressure 
to these companies to answer for their role in 
potential IUU violations? 
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