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Developers are planning a 54-unit senior housing center at 2626 Sir Francis DrakeDevelopers are planning a 54-unit senior housing center at 2626 Sir Francis Drake
Blvd. in Fairfax, a 20-acre site that formerly owned by Christ Lutheran Church. TheBlvd. in Fairfax, a 20-acre site that formerly owned by Christ Lutheran Church. The
Victory Village project, proposed by Resources for Community Development, aVictory Village project, proposed by Resources for Community Development, a
Berkeley-based nonprofit, will be affordable to extremely low and low-incomeBerkeley-based nonprofit, will be affordable to extremely low and low-income
households. The project will be two and three stories tall. (Courtesy of Resources forhouseholds. The project will be two and three stories tall. (Courtesy of Resources for
Community Development)Community Development)

Opportunities to build affordable housing in Marin are rare, in large part due to theOpportunities to build affordable housing in Marin are rare, in large part due to the
cost of real estate.cost of real estate.

There’s really little debate over the need for affordable housing, but a seeminglyThere’s really little debate over the need for affordable housing, but a seemingly
constant debate about where and how it can be built.constant debate about where and how it can be built.
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The Fairfax Town Council, on a 4-0 vote, has tried to settle that debate, giving aThe Fairfax Town Council, on a 4-0 vote, has tried to settle that debate, giving a
green light to plans to build Victory Village, a 54-unit senior-housing apartmentgreen light to plans to build Victory Village, a 54-unit senior-housing apartment
complex on land owned by Christ Lutheran Church.complex on land owned by Christ Lutheran Church.

The need for senior housing is clear, especially in a county where 26 percent ofThe need for senior housing is clear, especially in a county where 26 percent of
Marin’s population is over the age of 60 — an age group expected to grow to 33Marin’s population is over the age of 60 — an age group expected to grow to 33
percent by 2030.percent by 2030.

Victory Village is a homegrown plan to help meet that need and to make housingVictory Village is a homegrown plan to help meet that need and to make housing
available so Fairfax residents aren’t forced out of town by rising rents or theiravailable so Fairfax residents aren’t forced out of town by rising rents or their
limited incomes.limited incomes.

It would be the first affordable senior housing project to be built in Fairfax in overIt would be the first affordable senior housing project to be built in Fairfax in over
30 years, according to town staff.30 years, according to town staff.

The county underscored that community response by recommending that theThe county underscored that community response by recommending that the
project receive a $527,000 federal grant.project receive a $527,000 federal grant.

More approvals are required by the Town Council, but its May 2 vote moved theMore approvals are required by the Town Council, but its May 2 vote moved the
proposed project in the right direction.proposed project in the right direction.

“It is a project that reflects the very best of Fairfax, the generosity and kindness of“It is a project that reflects the very best of Fairfax, the generosity and kindness of
its citizens,” said Town Councilman David Weinsoff, remarking on the significantits citizens,” said Town Councilman David Weinsoff, remarking on the significant
community support for the proposal.community support for the proposal.

The proposal has had its critics, from those who think it’s too big for its location toThe proposal has had its critics, from those who think it’s too big for its location to
those who object to expediting Fairfax’s lengthy and costly planning process forthose who object to expediting Fairfax’s lengthy and costly planning process for
affordable housing proposals.affordable housing proposals.

The proposal also had considerable community and countywide support.The proposal also had considerable community and countywide support.

Local organizations involved in Marin’s housing challenges — the MarinLocal organizations involved in Marin’s housing challenges — the Marin
Organizing Committee, the Coalition for Livable Marin and the MarinOrganizing Committee, the Coalition for Livable Marin and the Marin
Environmental Housing Collaborative — added their support to the plans designedEnvironmental Housing Collaborative — added their support to the plans designed
by the Berkeley-based nonprofit Resources for Community Development, whichby the Berkeley-based nonprofit Resources for Community Development, which
will build the development.will build the development.

The green light from the Town Council is an important step in Resource forThe green light from the Town Council is an important step in Resource for
Community Development’s task of garnering the financing needed to build theCommunity Development’s task of garnering the financing needed to build the
project.project.

It is a sign of local political support for a proposal that addresses an importantIt is a sign of local political support for a proposal that addresses an important
community need across Marin and a golden opportunity to provide affordablecommunity need across Marin and a golden opportunity to provide affordable
housing in a county where building it continues to be a challenge.housing in a county where building it continues to be a challenge.
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