
Addressing Homelessness in the West Valley 

Improving Safety and Accessibility 

Under Freeways and in Tunnels 

In July Councilmember Bob 

Blumenfield had "no loiter-

ing" signs installed under 

every freeway and tunnel in 

his district.  

After a series of conversa-

tions with Senior Lead Of-

ficers and the LAPD HOPE 

team, Blumenfield believes 

these signs could be a real 

tool to help LAPD enforce 

the municipal code and keep 

the sidewalks and underpass-

es clear, clean, and safe.  

While the signs don’t pre-

vent encampments, they 

help provide an opening for 

outreach workers and LAPD 

to engage with homeless 

individuals who frequent 

these locations.   

 

Cleaning up RVs 

In July, Councilmember Blumenfield introduced a motion  to 
instruct City departments to find new ways to provide waste 
pumping for RVs occupied by homeless people and for RVs 
that need to be towed. According to LAHSA, there are 2,363 
RVs on the streets of LA and only two public dumping sta-
tions, one near LAX and one in San Pedro, a very long way 
from the West Valley. With nowhere legal or accessible to deal 
with waste, RVs have had no sanitary options to handle their 
septic needs, resulting in illegal dumping that is a public health 
hazard and unnecessary indignity for homeless RV dwellers. 

“This is an issue of health and safety. It would help the home-
less abide by the law while ensuring that our streets, sidewalks, 
and gutters are free of massive amounts of human waste,” 
said Blumenfield. 

The motion also instructs those departments to report on the 
feasibility of providing vouchers for use at a private or public 
RV dump station for individuals living in RVs who are en-
rolled in services for housing placement or a contractor 
on site if the RV is on the wait list for towing. 

There has been a rise in the number of complaints about ille-
gal dumping relating to RVs that are unregistered, in violation 
of the 72-hour limit on city streets, and/or causing a safety 
hazard. Towing companies do not have the equipment or abil-
ity to empty sewage tanks of RVs slated for removal. This has 
led to a backlog of RVs that require towing. The City had 
three contracts for heavy duty towing, but due to the unsani-
tary conditions of the vehicles, among other issues, two of the 
contractors are no longer towing RVs. The new pumping pro-
gram could also help facilitate the towing of the RVs that have 
been cited and marked for removal because they could abate 
the sanitary issues that often make towing difficult or prevent 
some contractors from being willing to take on the job. 

Homelessness Is Not a Crime 

Being homeless is not a crime, and courts have found that 

past City actions to penalize people without homes are 

unconstitutional.  It is not illegal to live on the sidewalk, or 

in a vehicle, if a person or family has nowhere else to go. 

Any law passed by the City must not criminalize homeless-

ness and should seek to address the root causes of home-

lessness including a lack of affordable housing and mental 

health/addiction treatment.  At the same time, Coun-

cilmember Blumenfield believes strongly in preserving the 

quality of life and safety of neighborhoods to meet the 

needs of all constituents.  



The Comprehensive Homeless Strategy 

The Mayor and Council have now approved a multi-tiered holistic program to target homelessness in a new way, starting with 

improving how the City, County, and nonprofits coordinate their efforts. It was the product of months of testimony and 

public hearings and led the Council to writing measure HHH to ask the voters to fund the plan. 

In the FY 2016-17 budget, the City is investing $131 million, targeting factors that lead people to homelessness including 

mental health and addiction, as well as building affordable housing and support services. With the passage of Measure HHH 

in November 2016, this year’s budget includes many more resources including $89 million for permanent supportive housing 

and facilities for service providers. It also includes more money for LAPD. To learn more about the comprehensive homeless 

strategy go to blumenfield.lacity.org/facing_homelessness. 

What are Some of  the Core Elements in the Comprehensive Strategy? 

Growing the Coordinated Entry System (CES) 

For efficiency, it is important to understand 

what types of services the homeless population 

is utilizing and be able to track people living on 

the street. The CES is operating in all of Los 

Angeles County and coordinates our govern-

ment with over 100 different providers. By con-

tinuing to update and improve this system, 

homeless individuals can receive personalized 

services tailored to their needs to help ensure a 

brighter future.  

Housing First 

‘Housing First’ is an approach that swift-

ly provides homeless individuals with 

permanent shelter and then provides es-

sential services. This initiative focuses 

on helping the most vulnerable individu-

als on the street in the most efficient 

way possible. Research has shown that 

this is a cost effective way to break the 

cycle for those who are chronically 

homeless. 

Rapid Re-Housing  

This program is different from 

‘Housing First’ because it is meant 

for individuals who recently fell 

into homelessness and need tem-

porary assistance. It has individu-

alized and flexible services includ-

ing rental and employment assis-

tance and can be used for individ-

uals or families.  

Where are the Funds Coming From and Where Will They Go? 

Where the Funds are Coming From Where the Funds are Going 

General Fund- $34 mil 

Special Funds- $4.7 mil 

Roll Over from Prior Year- 

$6.1 mil 

Proposition HHH- $89.1 mil 

Job Training- $3.5 mil 

Homeless Encampment 

Cleaning and Outreach- 

$16.1 mil 

LAHSA- $17 mil 

Construction of 

Homeless Services 

Facilities- $12 mil 

Construction 

of Permanent 

Supportive 

Housing- 

$75.9 mil 

Other Services and 
Outreach- $ 9.5 mil 

Measure HHH 

As part of the strategy, Councilmember Blumenfield and the City Council put Measure HHH on the ballot and the voters 

approved it. It is a $1.2 billion bond targeting new construction of permanent supportive housing for homeless Angelenos. 

This will work in tandem with the County’s Measure H, which will finance programs such as addiction treatment, job train-

ing, education, as well as supportive services for domestic violence victims, vulnerable youth and homeless families. Home-

lessness has become an emergency and this enormous investment of new strategies and resources is an unprecedented step 

to curb and eradicate homelessness on the streets of Los Angeles. 

Federal Cuts 
The City receives more than $1 billion a year in federal funding for housing and homeless programs. If the Trump Admin-

istration’s proposed cuts in these programs are enacted, the number of homeless will increase substantially. Con-

gress is currently debating his budget proposal.  



Lutheran Social Services of  

Southern California- Canoga Park 

(818) 901-9480  

Los Angeles Homeless Service  

Authority (LAHSA) 

Emergency Response Team 

(213) 225-6581 

San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission 

(818) 785-4476    

sfvrescuemission.org 

Los Angeles County (all services) 

211 

To Report a Homeless Encampment: 

Go to myla311.lacity.org, call 311, or download the MyLA311 

app for your iPhone or android to report homeless encamp-

ments. 

*The Los Angeles Municipal Code 56.11 protocols will be followed, which may 

delay the clean up day.  

Important Frontline Contacts 

Join Blumenfield’s BobCAT 

If you want to help create positive change and make a difference 

in the West Valley, please join Councilmember Blumenfield’s 

new BobCAT (Community Action Team) on homelessness in 

the West Valley. Contact his District Chief of Staff Lyn Shaw at 

(818)774- 4330 or email lyn.shaw@lacity.org to learn more.  

Team Blumenfield before heading out to volunteer as part of the 2017 Greater 

Los Angeles Homeless Count. Blumenfield’s Reseda office was used as a de-

ployment site for the Count in the West Valley. 

On September 12th, Councilmember Blumenfield led a panel of experts 

to discuss the homelessness crisis in Los Angeles. The crowd of over 200 

packed into the Canoga Park Senior Center to listen and find out about 

homelessness throughout the city, what local leaders are doing about it, 

and what the community can do. 

“I put this event together because I wanted you to hear from leaders who 

are at the forefront of addressing our City’s  homeless situation and offer 

the community an opportunity to engage with those leaders,” said Blumenfield. “This is an issue of humanity, public safety, 

and public health, and we must make sure that we do everything we can to tackle it with sufficient and appropriate services 

and strategies.” 

Town Hall on Homelessness in the West Valley 

Team Blumenfield and the LAHSA Homeless Count 

The Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) conducts 

an annual homeless count, with Councilmember Blumenfield and 

his staff leading the effort in the West Valley for the past few 

years. In 2017 their results concluded there was an 20% increase in 

the number of homeless city wide with a 4% jump in the Valley, 

but there was a marked decrease of 16% in the 3rd Council Dis-

trict. Team Blumenfield will continue to help lead this effort and 

ensure that LAHSA has the most up to date numbers on the 

homelessness issue in the West Valley. 

How to Help 

Reforming Proposition 47 
In 2014, California voters passed Proposition 47 which made crimes such as low level property crimes and drug possession 

misdemeanors. Some aspects of the measure were good, but it also created a revolving door for certain repeat offenders and 

a loss of leverage to move people into treatment programs. Councilmember Blumenfield believes that reform is necessary 

and he supports efforts such as AB 1326 to do just that. He also continues to lobby for Los Angeles to receive all the drug 

diversion and treatment funding that was promised by the measure. The State has recently announced  payments to local 

governments including $20 million for Los Angeles County, $6 million for the LA City Attorney to prosecute the additional 

misdemeanors and pursue drug treatment programs, but much more is needed. 



200 N. Spring Street 

Room 415 

Los Angeles, CA  90012 

Phone: (213) 473-7003 

City Hall Office 

19040 Vanowen Street 

Reseda, CA  91335 

Phone: (818) 774-4330 

 

District Office 

Helping Businesses Stay Safe 

blumenfield.LAcity.org 

Councilmember Blumenfield has launched an initiative to help business owners have more tools to protect their property. By 

submitting an authorization form to the LAPD, a property owner can enable LAPD and LAHSA workers authority to enter 

their site if there are trespassers and help prevent them from causing problems on the property. Blumenfield will supply 

those businesses with free and approved signs that say “No Loitering/No Trespassing” to comply with the law requiring 

proper posting (see example below). He encourages community members to donate to nonprofits rather than panhandlers 

and strongly supports Mayor Eric Garcetti’s Days of Compassion initiative to engage faith based charitable organizations to 

help end homelessness and provide support to local families and individuals. To get more information on how to better pro-

tect your business and get a free sign, please call Councilmember Blumenfield’s office at (818) 774-4330 or contact the office 

if you want to be part of Blumenfield’s outreach to business team. 


