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1. Summary of Key Points 

Discussion of the forthcoming Federal election has largely focussed on which major 
party will form the next Government, with very little attention given to the likely result of 
the Senate election.  Changes in the Senate, however, will have a major impact on the 
ability of the next Government to deliver its policy commitments.  For business, the 
Senate changes will also have a major impact on overall business conditions and the 
level and type of regulation that business faces. 
 
The major change likely in the Senate is that the Australian Greens will replace the 
Australian Democrats as the largest minor party.  The power, influence and relevance of 
the Greens will therefore grow significantly.  This should be of concern to business as an 
analysis of the Greens’ publicly stated policies shows that they do not support the 
economic reform program of the past two decades, despite this program delivering 
Australia’s remarkable economic prosperity.  Instead, the economic policies of the 
Greens hark back to the 1950s – a time of protectionism, barriers to foreign investment, 
Government intervention, high taxes and, consequently, declining standards of living.   
 
It is reasonable to assume that the Greens will use their Senate position to push for 
implementation of their policies and to block any further economic reform.  This contrasts 
with the role that the Australian Democrats have traditionally played in largely allowing 
the reform process to continue.  While the Democrats have frustrated Governments and 
business by blocking some Government Bills and amending others, they have been 
prepared to work with the Government to see many reforms through Parliament.  The 
Greens, however, do not believe in reaching compromises with the Government of the 
day and are committed to reversing major reforms such as the introduction of the GST 
and improvements in work place flexibility.   
 
Because of the longer terms of Senators, the results of the 2004 election will be felt until 
2011.  The 2004 Senate election is therefore critical to the future of economic reform in 
Australia. 
 
The Business Council of Australia has prepared this report for its Members in response 
to the lack of public discussion of the economic and business policies of the minor 
parties in the Senate, and to ensure Members are aware of the potential implications of 
the forthcoming Senate election.  As the economic and business policies of the 
Australian Democrats are largely known from their voting record and public comments 
on key pieces of legislation, the report focuses on the less well known policies of the 
Australian Greens.  
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2. The Senate Election 

The role of the Senate is critical to the ability of a Federal Government to deliver upon its 
policy commitments.  No recent Government has been able to pass legislation without 
the support of either the Opposition, or one or more minor parties or independents.  Who 
controls the Senate can therefore have a significant impact on the future direction of 
economic reform and business regulation.  
 
2.1 Rise of the Greens 

The 2004 election will almost certainly see the Australian Greens replace the Australian 
Democrats as the largest minor party in the Senate.  Since 2002, Democrat support has 
collapsed to around 1-2%, while Green support has surged to 6-7%1.  It is likely that, as 
a result, the Greens will pick up 3 to 5 Senate positions, taking their numbers from a 
current 2 to up to 7 positions. 
 

Australian Democrats v Australian Greens
Primary Vote, 1997 - 2004
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Source:  Newspoll/The Australian 

 
This major shift will have a significant impact on the ability of the next Government to 
pass legislation and on the nature of negotiations in the Senate.  This in turn has major 
implications for the economy and business, as the Greens do not support the economic 
reform program that has delivered Australia’s current prosperity, nor are they 
sympathetic to mainstream businesses (a detailed analysis of the Green’s economic 
policies is provided in Section 3 of this paper). 
 

                                                 
1  Newspoll, Federal Voting Intention.  Newspoll has separated out voters intending to vote Democrat or Greens only 

since 1997.  Note that the Newspoll question relates to voting intention in the House of Representatives, not the 
Senate.  Democrat and Green polling will be stronger in the Senate, however, their performance relative to each other 
is unlikely to be significantly different. 
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2.2 Impact of the Greens – 2004 Election 

The impact of the Greens will vary depending on whether a Coalition or Labor 
Government is returned at the next election. 
 
If the Coalition Government is returned, the Democrats are expected to regain the 
balance of power, even though the Greens may be a numerically larger party.    The 
Democrats will have, as a minimum, 4 Senate positions, consisting of those Senators not 
up for re-election (Senators Bartlett, Allison, Murray and Stott Despoja).  The 
Government currently holds 35 Senate positions and, if returned, will retain at least those 
35 positions and could be expected to increase the number of positions it holds.  The 
Government will therefore need 4 or less votes to pass legislation and will be able to do 
so with either Labor or Democrat support. 
 
Regaining the balance of power gives the Democrats the opportunity to rebuild 
themselves and re-assert their relevance through dealing with the Government on key 
components of the Government’s agenda, as has happened in the past on issues such 
as taxation and industrial relations reform.   
 
The Greens, however, are likely to put considerable public pressure on the Democrats to 
not deal with the Government.  The Greens can be expected to maintain a position that 
could be described as ‘all care, no responsibility’, publicly attacking the fourth term 
Government and the ‘compromisers’ in the Democrats, without having to accept any 
responsibility for legislation before the Senate.  As the Democrats potentially face 
extinction in the Senate at the 2007 election, pressure from the Greens could see the 
Democrats shift to the left politically to try to compete directly with the Greens.  Should 
this happen, the Democrats are likely to become less co-operative with the Government. 
 
If a Labor Government is elected, the Government will need the votes of both the 
Democrats and the Greens to pass legislation (assuming the legislation is not supported 
by the Coalition)2.  This will invariably push the Government’s legislative program 
towards Green positions, particularly in areas such as social policy, workplace relations, 
education and health policy.  It will also empower the Left within the ALP, who will argue 
that more of their agenda needs to be adopted to win the support of the Greens in the 
Senate.  
 
It is also important to note that the Greens distinguish themselves from other parties by 
insisting that they are not prepared to compromise on their positions.  They reject the 
view expressed by the Democrats that it is better to get 80% of what you want, than 
nothing.  The Greens prefer to hold out for all, or nothing.  The contrast between the 
approaches of the two parties can be seen in recent quotes from the party leaders3: 
 

''The Democrats work constructively with whoever is in power. The Australian 
public chooses the Government and even if you don't like it you have to work 
with it. The result is we are far more effective at getting results for the 
environment, action on social issues or an impact on economic or corporate 
areas.'' 

 – Senator Andrew Bartlett (Democrats) 
                                                 
2  Labor currently holds 28 Senate positions and is unlikely to gain enough positions at the election to be able to pass 

legislation with just Green or Democrat support. 
3  The Canberra Times, 31 July 2004 
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''The Greens offer a very clear alternative policy. The Democrats respond to 
the other parties - we don't, we put our own platform out; we are there to 
replace them, we are not there just to keep them honest…We don't try and 
amend flawed legislation - we work to replace it altogether” 
 

– Senator Bob Brown (Greens) 
 
This attitude is also reflected in the past voting behaviour of the two parties, where the 
Greens have opposed major reforms outright, while the Democrats have supported most 
reforms, albeit conditionally4. 
 
 

 
Government options for the passage of legislation through 
the Senate (given most likely outcome of Senate election) 

 
 
The newly elected Senators will take their seats from 1 July 2005.  Until that time, the 
Senate continues with its current make up5. 
 
2.3 Impact of the Greens – 2007 Election 

If current trends continue, the 2007 election will have even more significance for the 
Senate and the nature of Australia’s Federal Government.     
 
If the support for the Greens continues at current levels, the Greens would win further 
seats in the 2007 election, probably including the 4 remaining Democrat positions.  This 
could give the Greens around 10 Senate positions and, were there to be a Labor 
Government, the absolute balance of power.  Even if the Greens do not win further seats 
                                                 
4  See Appendix A for a comparison of Green and Democrat positions on key business and economic issues. 
5  The exception is the 4 Territory Senators who begin their terms immediately after the election. 
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in 2007, a strong showing by the Greens in 2004 and by Labor in 2007 means that the 
Greens may still hold the balance of power.  The 2004 election is therefore critical to the 
nature of the Senate until at least 2011. 
 
Based on an analysis of their current economic policies, the Greens would oppose any 
further economic reform.  If the Coalition wins a fifth term, a Senate controlled by the 
Greens and Labor is likely to prevent the Government implementing any significant 
reforms.   
 
If a Labor Government is elected in 2007, it will only be able to achieve economic reform 
with the aid of the Coalition.  The Greens, however, would be critical in areas such as 
social, workplace relations, health and education policy, where Labor would be unlikely 
to win Coalition support.  A Labor Government could, if so minded, implement a 
complete reversal of past industrial relations reforms, provided they agreed to additional 
Green policies, such as comprehensive industrial awards and a mandatory 35 hour week 
without loss of pay or conditions.  Nor would a Labor Government be able to use the 
Senate as an excuse for not reversing these reforms when pressured by, for example, 
the union movement.  Similarly, reforms in areas such as health and education will be 
dominated by the Labor Left and the Greens. 
 
Even though the Greens will hold the balance of power in the Senate, they will not have 
a free hand to implement the full range of their policies.  These policies, however, 
provide a strong indication of the sorts of deals the Greens will force upon the 
Government of the day to allow passage of legislation.  The real danger is that the 
Government will feel compelled to accept Green policy positions to allow it to implement 
its own policy agenda.  
 
The economic and business policies of the Australian Democrats are largely known from 
their voting record and public comments on key pieces of legislation.  The limited role 
that the Greens have played in Parliament to date means that their policies, particularly 
outside of environmental issues, have been subject to less scrutiny and comment.  The 
remainder of this report therefore focuses on the less well known economic and 
business policies of the Australian Greens. 
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3. Economic Policies of the Greens 

3.1 Implications for the Economy 

The Greens economic policy objectives include low interest rates, low inflation and low 
unemployment6.   Ironically, they reject the very policy reforms made over the past two 
decades that have delivered Australia’s current low levels of inflation, interest rates and 
unemployment, preferring instead to return to protectionism, barriers to foreign 
investment, Government intervention and high taxes.  This is in stark contrast to the 
policies of the Australian Democrats, who accept the basic principles underlying the 
economic reform agenda and have therefore worked with both Coalition and Labor 
Governments to see those reforms implemented.  A comparison of the policy positions of 
the Greens and Democrats on key economic and business issues is provided in 
Appendix A. 
 
 

1

3

5

7

9

11

13

15

17
1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

Ranked 5th in 
1950

Dropped to 
15th in 1990

Back to 8th 
by 2002

Australia's GDP Per Capita - Rank within OECD

 
 

The Greens want a return to the economic policies that led to the gradual decline in 
Australia’s prosperity from the 1950s to the 1980s, before the Hawke/Keating/Howard 
Government reforms reversed this downward trend.  Chart Source: Productivity 
Commission. 

 
 
A further issue of concern for business is that the Greens’ policies seem to be somewhat 
fluid and change without any public announcement or explanation.  Appendix B 
provides an analysis of recent changes in the Greens’ policies.  Policy positions that 
have quietly disappeared include proposals to: 
 
• raise the corporate tax rate to at least 49%; 
 

                                                 
6  The following analysis is based on the public policies of the Australian Greens, downloaded from www.greens.org.au 

between May and August 2004.  The main policy is the Greens’ National Economic Policy and paragraph numbers 
refer to that Policy unless otherwise stated. 
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• allow the Federal Government to break up corporations which have more than one 
third market share; and 

 
• require all investment in Australia over $5 million to gain Foreign Investment Review 

Board approval. 
 
As these changes have not been accompanied by any public statements or 
explanations, it is not clear whether the former positions have been renounced by the 
Greens, or whether more moderate policies are being put out publicly in the run up to the 
election.   
 
A summary of the key points in the Greens’ economic policies is set out below.   

 
Significantly Increasing Taxes 
 
The Greens propose a large number of new taxes and levies and increases to existing 
tax rates, including: 
 
• raising effective personal tax levels through increasing the Medicare Levy7 and 

through introducing an environment levy, based on the Medicare Levy8; 
 
• raising business taxes through a carbon levy9 and new taxes on fossil fuel usage; 

emissions into air, water or soil; use of forest, ocean, freshwater and other finite 
resources; land sites according to land value; electromagnetic spectrum assets; and 
oils and minerals10; 

 
• reducing negative gearing, to shift people from privately rented housing to 

Government funded housing11; 
 
• increasing taxes on superannuation12; 
 
• raising corporate tax rates, possibly to as high as 49%13; 
 
• introducing death duties14; and 
 
• introducing a tax on shareholders that “discourages speculative, non-productive 

investment”15. 
 
In addition, the Greens would remove the GST (at a cost to revenue of $150 billion over 
4 years)16, replacing it with the suite of environmental, income and wealth taxes. 
                                                 
7  National Economic Policy, 3.3.15. 
8  3.3.24. 
9  3.3.24. 
10  3.3.25. 
11  3.3.28. 
12  3.3.19 – 3.3.20. 
13  3.3.21.  Earlier versions of the Greens’ National Economic Policy, downloaded in May, stated that “The Australian 

Greens seek…the establishment of equitable company tax rates, i.e. of at least 49c in the dollar”: para. 2.3.11 of 
earlier versions of policy.  The currently available policy states that, as a short term goal, “The Australian Greens 
will…restore company tax rates to the level before the 2001–02 reductions”.  It is not clear whether the longer term 
goal remains increasing rates to 49% or higher. 

14  3.3.11 – 3.3.14. 
15  3.1.6, 3.2.10. 
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The Greens take the view that “the level of personal taxation increases shall be 
determined by the need for increasing and maintaining sources of public revenue”17.  
That is, a Government should tax its people at as high a level of tax as is necessary to 
allow the Government to implement its policies and programs.  The Greens’ policy takes 
no account of the impacts of an increased tax burden, such as depressed investment, 
reduced economic activity and higher unemployment.  More specifically, labour taxation 
changes (such as the proposed increased marginal rates and higher taxation on high 
incomes) decrease incentives to work, while a suite of proposed changes (including 
proposals for a superannuation tax, death tax, dividends tax and changes to negative 
gearing and capital gains tax) will all decrease the incentives to save, which are vitally 
important as Australia’s population ages.  This suite of new and increased taxes also 
runs counter to the Greens’ claims that they would foster the domestic investment pool 
(see below). 
 
Working Actively to Reduce Foreign Investment in Australia 
 
The Greens oppose foreign ownership and investment in Australia18.  The Greens are 
committed to pushing for “a reduction in foreign ownership and debt using measures that 
will discourage the use of overseas finance in favour of locally based finance”19 and 
requiring “domestic funding of government deficits”20.  The Greens’ desire to curb foreign 
investment is of considerable concern as access to foreign capital has provided Australia 
with a pool of funds for investment that Australia could not undertake relying solely on its 
domestic capital.  This in turn has provided the economy with growth and jobs that would 
not have otherwise occurred.  Restricting access to foreign capital will result in a ‘credit 
squeeze’ in Australia, driving up interest rates, not only for Government and business 
borrowing, but also for domestic mortgages and credit cards.   
 
Government Control of Interest Rates 
 
The Greens are committed to policies that “control interest rates and debt”21.  While the 
specifics are not clear, the Greens appear to reject the independent management of 
interest rates by the Reserve Bank of Australia and would replace the RBA’s role with 
direct Government control, designed to keep interest rates artificially low.  This raises a 
number of serious concerns.  Direct Government control means interest rates are open 
to political manipulation, increasing the level of risk for investors in Australia.  
Maintaining artificially low interest rates will also drive up inflation and inflation 
expectations, leading to a wage-price spiral.  It will also result in depreciation of the 
Australian dollar, with implications for the balance of trade in the longer run.  Finally, the 
increased risk resulting from the possibility of political manipulation of interest rates, 
combined with lower returns due to a depreciated dollar, will act as a powerful 
disincentive for international investment in Australia. 
 

                                                                                                                                               
16  3.3.8. 
17  3.3.4. 
18  2.2.10 – 2.2.11. 
19  2.1.4. 
20  2.1.2. 
21  2.2.2. 
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Restrict Inflation  
 
The Greens propose to “restrict inflation to levels that do not penalise consumers, wage 
earners, borrowers or investors”22, but have not set out how they intend to achieve this.  
Given the Greens reject market based policies and propose introducing other policies, 
such as interest rate controls, that will put upward pressure on inflation, it is probable 
that the Greens propose to “restrict inflation” through the re-introduction of direct price 
control.  Price control stifles competition and innovation and effectively operates as a 
form of internal protection.  Where prices are set at artificially low levels, price control 
also discourages investment in new capacity and technology and prevents productivity 
and efficiency improvements.   
 
Re-establishing Public Ownership 
 
The Greens propose to “keep natural monopolies and other essential public services 
under public ownership and re-establish such ownership as necessary”23.  Again, the 
Greens’ policies are short on detail, however, it is clear that the Greens oppose any 
further privatisation of public assets or services.  Re-establishment of public ownership 
would either need to occur through the Government re-acquiring privatised assets on 
just terms24 (Telstra alone has a current market capitalisation of over $30 billion) or 
through passing legislation that re-establishes direct Government control over the assets 
while leaving their ownership in private hands.  As the Greens oppose Governments 
borrowing overseas, the funds needed to re-establish public ownership would have to be 
raised through higher taxes or by exacerbating the domestic ‘credit squeeze’. 
 
Government Intervention in Industry 
 
The Greens intend to “promote a more balanced structure of Australian industries with 
more actively interventionist industry policies”25.  Governments of all persuasions have 
abandoned the notion that the Government can ‘pick winners’ through interventionist 
industry policies.  This is based on a record of repeated failures, which have cost 
Australian taxpayers millions of dollars.  The use of “more actively interventionist industry 
policies” also suggests that the Greens will support the propping up of uncompetitive 
industries or will direct industries into areas where Australia does not have a competitive 
advantage, at the expense of Australian taxpayers. 
 
Redistribution of Wealth Overseas 
 
The Greens propose “a tax policy that assists in the positive redistribution of wealth 
internationally”26.  While details are not provided, it appears that the Greens intend to 
increase taxes in Australia to allocate the funds to causes in other countries.   

 
Global Economics 
 
In addition to their National Economic Policy, the Greens have also released a Global 
Economics Policy27.  Proposals in this policy include: 

                                                 
22  2.2.5. 
23  2.2.7. 
24  As required by the Australian Constitution. 
25  2.3.7. 
26  3.1.8. 
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• abolishing the International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank and World Trade 

Organization (WTO) unless they are radically reformed; 
 
• scrapping the WTO General Agreement on Trade in Services and Agreement on 

Trade-Related Investment Measures; 
 
• increasing the regulation of Australian trans-national corporations (TNC) operating 

domestically and overseas, and overseas-based TNCs operating in Australia, 
including requiring them to abide by strict and consistent sustainable environmental, 
labour and social standards. 

 
3.2 Implications for Business  

The economic effects of the Greens’ policies, such as higher interest rates, will clearly 
have implications for business as well as the wider economy.  A number of the policies 
will also directly affect businesses, including 49% corporate tax rates, plus environmental 
levies, plus levies to cover worker entitlements.  Other Green policies will also have 
significant impacts on business productivity and, for small business, viability.  For 
example, the Greens’ Industrial Relations Policy includes commitments to: 
 
• restore the Australian Industrial Relations Commission’s independence and power to 

make awards on all industrial matters, and require the commission to ensure an 
effective and relevant award safety net in all industries; and 

 
• abolish Australian workplace agreements and non-union collective agreements, and 

encourage the making of multi-employer agreements28.  
 
The Greens’ Employment Policy proposes the introduction of “a standard 35 hour 
working week and capping overtime”29, without reducing existing pay or conditions30.  
The Economic Policy proposes requiring all employers to pay a compulsory levy into a 
Government supervised fund to guarantee employee entitlements, regardless of their 
employer’s circumstances31.  Such policies would place a very high burden on all 
businesses, but on small and medium businesses in particular. 
 

                                                                                                                                               
27  Australian Greens, Global Economics Policy, accessed at www.greens.org.au on 19 August 2004. 
28  Australian Greens, Industrial Relations Policy, accessed at www.greens.org.au on 21 July 2004.  
29  Senator Bob Brown, Greens plan will boost jobs, Press Release, 20 July 2004. 
30  Australian Greens, Industrial Relations Policy, accessed at www.greens.org.au on 21 July 2004. 
31  4.3.25 
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4. Conclusion 

To date, the Australian Greens have not been a significant force in the Senate and their 
policies have therefore not been subject to the same level of scrutiny, analysis and 
comment applied to the major parties or the Australian Democrats.  With the expected 
rise of the Greens, it is timely to examine their policy positions and how the Greens are 
likely to exercise the balance of power in the Senate. 
 
An analysis of the Greens’ publicly stated economic and business policies raises serious 
concerns for business and nervousness about the prospects for continuing prosperity 
and reform in Australia.  Unlike the other main parties, the Greens do not support the 
economic reform program of the past two decades, despite this program delivering 
Australia’s current economic prosperity.  Instead, the Greens favour policies built on 
protectionism, barriers to foreign investment, Government intervention and high taxes.  
While these policies may achieve their objectives in the short term, Australia’s past 
experience shows that, over the longer term, they lead to a steady decline in our 
standard of living. 
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Appendix A – Comparison of Democrat and Green Positions 
on Key Issues for Business and the Economy 

 
 

 

Issue Australian Democrats Australian Greens 

Taxation – Domestic Support tax reform and targeted tax 
cuts.  Supported GST.  Supported 
business tax reforms from Ralph 
review and have supported 
reductions in the corporate tax rate.  
Also supported adjustments to tax 
regime to facilitate major new 
projects, such as changes to the 
depreciation regime for the North 
West Shelf, needed to secure the 
gas deal with China. 

Oppose all tax cuts.  Propose 
significant increases in a range of 
taxes and levies, as well as major 
new taxes and levies.  Will abolish 
GST (at costs of $150 billion over 4 
years).  Proposed corporate tax rate 
be a minimum of 49%. 

Taxation – International Supported UK Double Taxation 
Treaty legislation.  Supported 
international taxation reforms.   

Opposed all changes to 
international taxation arrangements, 
including UK double tax treaty. 

Trade Opposed USFTA on the grounds 
that the deal was inadequate.  
Support free trade deals in 
principle.  

Opposed USFTA as a matter of 
principle.  Oppose WTO and will 
work for its abolition unless radically 
reformed (together with World Bank 
and IMF). 

Industrial Relations Supported 17 of the Government’s 
industrial relations bills, however, 
continue to oppose some reforms, 
such as unfair dismissal law 
changes.  Support unitary national 
industrial relations system. 

Opposed all Government industrial 
relations reforms. 

Education Supported aspects of higher 
education reform, but opposed 
deregulation of fees and introduction 
of full fee paying places at 
universities. 

Opposed higher education reform. 

Superannuation Supported superannuation reform 
legislation, particularly the new 
choice legislation. 

Did not participate in Senate debate.  
Superannuation policy focuses on 
increasing employer contributions 
and changing tax arrangements.   

Greenhouse Support Kyoto target and 50% 
reduction in emissions by 2050. 

Support Kyoto target and 80% 
reduction in emissions by 2050. 
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Appendix B – Changes in Greens’ Economic Policies 

 
There have been a number of changes made in the past months to the policy positions 
posted on the Australian Greens’ website32, although there have been no announcements by 
the Greens that their policies have changed.  This makes it very difficult for business and 
others to know what the real objectives and intentions of the Greens are.  A number of 
examples of the changes are given below. 
 
Issue Previous Policy33 Current Policy34 

Corporate Tax Rate Proposes increasing the 
corporate tax rate to at least 49c 
in the dollar. 

Proposes removing deductibility 
for advertising expenses, legal 
fees, company car expenses 
and other costs which are seen 
as not essential business 
expenses. 

Proposes increasing the 
corporate tax rate to 33% (ie 
33c in the dollar). 

Removed from policy. 

 

Personal Tax Proposes particular tax 
increases for people earning 
very high incomes, defined as 
income over $100 000 per 
annum. 

Proposes particular tax 
increases for people earning 
very high incomes, but does not 
define what ‘very high incomes’ 
means. 

Capital Gains Tax on Family 
Home 

Proposes capital gains tax on 
‘luxury’ family homes.  ‘Luxury 
home’ defined as the top 5% of 
homes sold in a particular 
region.  No definition of ‘in a 
particular region’.  Presumably 
the tax would apply, for 
example, to the higher valued 
homes in rural and regional 
areas, as well as Toorak and 
North Shore mansions. 

Removed from policy. 

Inherited Wealth Tax Proposes an inheritance tax on 
estates with a total value above 
$1 million. 

Proposes an inheritance tax on 
estates with a total value above 
$2 million. 

Break Up of Corporations Proposes that the Federal 
Government have the power to 
order the “dis-aggregation” of 
corporations with more than one 
third market share. 

Proposes legislation to enable 
the “dis-aggregation” of 
monopolies. 

Foreign Investment Proposes requiring Foreign 
Investment Review Board 
approval for all investment in 
Australia over $5 million. 

Removed from current policy. 

 
                                                 
32  www.greens.org.au 
33  Australian Greens’ National Economic Policy, downloaded from www.greens.org.au in May 2004. 
34  Australian Greens’ National Economic Policy, downloaded from www.greens.org.au in August 2004. 


