
42/120 Collins Street GPO Box 1472 Telephone +613 8664 2664 
Melbourne 3000 Melbourne 3001 Facsimile +613 8664 2666 

  www.bca.com.au 
 

Business Council of Australia 
ABN 75 008 483 216 

 
 
26 May 2011 
 
 
The Hon Greg Combet MP 
Minister for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA   ACT   2600 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Minister 
 
SUBMISSION ON THE PROPOSED ARCHITECTURE AND IMPLEMENTATION 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR A CARBON PRICING MECHANISM 
 
Please find attached a copy of the submission from the Business Council of Australia 
(BCA) addressing design issues associated with a policy to price greenhouse gas 
emissions.  
 
You will be aware that the BCA has previously highlighted the importance of taking a 
multifaceted approach to reducing global greenhouse gas emissions using a market-
based mechanism such as an emissions trading scheme, as well as research and 
development of new technologies and improving Australia’s adaptation capabilities. 
Within this approach what is critical is the design of a workable emissions trading 
scheme that addresses the competitiveness impacts in the absence of effective 
carbon prices in competitor countries and the smooth long-term transition of the 
electricity sector. 
 
This submission builds on the letter of 6 May 2011 from the BCA and the Australian 
Industry Group.  
 
The BCA is of the view that the CPRS in its final form at the end of 2009 is not an 
appropriate scheme to come into operation in 2012 to give effect to the government’s 
hybrid model. The submission highlights the areas of concern and possible ways to 
address these concerns. 
 
The BCA looks forward to seeing the detail of the government’s policy to price 
greenhouse gas emissions as it will only be at that point serious consideration of the 
environmental and economic implications of the policy will be possible.  
 
The BCA remains of the view that consideration of approaches other than the CPRS 
to underpin the government's decision to use a hybrid model should be undertaken. 
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Finally, I would like to thank you, your staff and your department for your ready 
access and the ongoing opportunities you have given us to discuss our concerns. 
We look forward to continuing these discussions in the coming weeks. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Jennifer Westacott 
Chief Executive 
 
cc : The Hon Wayne Swan MP and The Hon Martin Ferguson AM, MP  
 
 
 




