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The earth is in the midst of a man-made climate emergency. Addressing this emergency 
requires system change and collective – not just individual – action. What can the BCGEU and unions 
do to mobilize this collective action? 
 
The world is facing severe climate changes due to extreme exploitation (Lott et al., 2017), furthermore, these 
changes were announced decades ago yet, humankind still has no solution to reverse or mitigate these 
consequences. As stated by Plummer and Armitage, (2007), there are some predispositions for a successful 
traditional paradigm shift towards a more sustainable or sustainable model. I would like to discuss three of them: 
1) education, 2) leadership, 3) community engagement. The British Columbia Government and Service 
Employees' Union (BCGEU) representing over 80,000 members in 550 bargaining units (BCGEU, n.d.), therefore, 
it can be assumed that the influence of this establishment is of a great extent. Also, the BCGEU can provide a 
great base for strong leadership, since members are of a very diverse background, such as scientists, teachers, 
etc. Education The BCGEU could devote staff and invest time to educate the people of British Columbia about 
numerous environmental issues. I see the opportunity to get involved with a local (B.C.) First Nations and 
integrate Traditional Ecological Knowledge in the process of education. Furthermore, members of the 
Educational, Scientific, Technical fields are a great source of information as their key drive is protecting resources 
and the environment and their knowledge can be used to promote renewable energy planning and improve 
public engagement in the project. Leadership According to Olsson et al. (2006), strong leadership is an essential 
element in the complex process of transformation of ecosystems on the global and local scale. Furthermore, the 
author pointed out that such leadership should be characterized by being adaptive, responsive, open, and 
integrated. Also, three imperatives of sustainable development; ecological, social, and economic should be the 
main objectives of such leadership (Olsson et al., 2006). The BCGEU has already spoken out about numerous 
environmental issues currently causing major issues, called for stronger climate actions, more investment in 
B.C.’s parks, and sustainable management of our natural resources (BCGEU, n.d.), which proves the engagement 
of BCGEU in global environmental awareness. Using its influence, adopting backcasting modeling; an approach 
that is initiated with designating a desirable future and then works backward to identify the steps that will 
connect that desirable future to the present (Robinson, 2003) and simultaneously, incorporating a panarchy 
framework; approach to understand ecosystem dynamics and emphasizes hierarchical structuring (Robinson, 
2003), the BCGEU can enhance the functionality of its leadership and it can increase the probability of success. 
Community Engagement Community involvement and support is an essential factor affecting the overall success 
of the paradigm shift. By sharing knowledge of the BCGEU, the great ecological, economic, and social analysis 
can be performed for businesses and individuals of British Columbia to be a part of the backcasting/panarchy 
modeling; this way citizens can express their desires and concerns about the future movements.  
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