
Campaign Highlights

Long Term Care
With the federal government
developing national
standards for long-term
care, we partnered with
groups across the country on
April 27 for a national day of
action. Our members
delivered flowers to MP
offices to honor the lives lost
in LTC and their families
during the COVID-19 pandemic while calling 
for well-funded, enforceable and legislated 
standards.

Mental Health
The workplace 
pressures of a global 
pandemic have 
seriously impacted 
the mental health of 
many front line 
workers and health 
care professionals. 

Without adequate mental health supports, far 
too many workers experienced burnout and 
mental health stress. To bring attention to this 
crisis within a crisis, we organized a two part 
panel about the current state of mental health 
in the workplace and a vision for public mental 
health care.

Pharmacare
Our Coalition
partnered with
the national
Canadian
Health
Coalition to
lobby MPs in
BC from all federal parties. During these 
meetings, our member shared stories of why 
public pharmacare matters to them and to 

push MPs to take action in making 
pharmacare a reality. 

Cambie Trial
The Cambie trial centers around Dr. Brian 
Day’s attempt to strike down provincial 
health legislation that protects our public 
health care system. Despite winning a 
decision at the BC Supreme Court upholding
the key principles of Canada’s public health 
care system, we were dragged back into 
court once again as Day appealed the 
decision. With our partners at Canadian 
Doctors for Medicare, we engaged the 
public through education and outreach 
while our legal team fought in court. As we 
currently await an appeal decision, we feel 
confident that we are ready for the next 
steps in this case with the financial support 
of our members.

2021 Federal Election
During the election,
we partnered with 
Provincial Health 
Coalitions across 
Canada to put all 
federal political 
parties on notice to 

set real national standards for long-term 
care in legislation. We also worked with 
member organizations in Vancouver to 
organize an all-candidates meeting on 
seniors’ issues. Beyond seniors’ issues, we 
compiled an “Ask your Candidates” guide 

for our members to hold their candidates 
accountable to improving public health care. 

Reconciliation 
The ‘In Plain Sight’ report documented anti-
Indigenous racism in the BC health care system
and made recommendations for actions. To 
address the calls in this report and others, our 
Steering Committee and staff engaged in 
internal work towards reconciliation. We 
invited ADM Dawn Thomas to our AGM to 
provide updates on the recommendations in 
the report while we engaged our members in 
making connections between anti-Indigenous 
racism and health care through a discussion 
group.

Steering Committee Members

We thank the following members and 
especially our Co-Chairs for their hard work 
and commitment to guiding the Coalition.

Sheila Moir, BC Federation of Labour
Scott De Long & Jolan Bailey, BCGEU 
Marcy Cohen & Shannon Daub, CCPA-BC 
Melinda Markey & Adrienne Yeung, 
Community Action Initiative
Kathleen Jamieson, COSCO
Tanya Paterson, CUPE BC
Jaime Matten, HSA
Sara Rozell, HEU
Ihsan Malik, MVCCSN  
Ed Staples, Support Our Health Care Society
Linda Wilson & Eleanor Smith, UFCW 1518
Zarghoona Wakil, Community Co-Chair, 
MOSAIC
Barb Nederpel, Labour Co-Chair, HEU
Edith MacHattie, Labour Co-Chair, HSA



Join a Working Group

Our working groups work with staff to identify 
and act on campaign goals. Membership to the 
groups are open to any coalition member like 
YOU. Contact us today if you are interested in 
joining these groups. 

Seniors Care 
Strengthens the full continuum of senior’s 
care, including Home Support, Assisted Living,
and Long-Term Care by advocating to remove 
profit and address social inequities.

Primary Health Care Reform
Advocates for the Community Health Centre 
model by organizing alongside communitites 
and working with the provincial government 
through a CHC partnership table.

Anti-Privatization
Leads the work on the Cambie Trial, advocates 
for public solutions to improve the public 
health care system, and defends the public 
system from privatization of primary care 
services. 

Community Alliance of Racialized 
Ethnocultural Services for Equitable Health
An independent network of organizations who 
work with ethnocultural communities and are 
interested in connecting more closely with the 
health system to promote culturally 
appropriate care.

Staff

Audrey Guay, Organizer 
Ishani Weera, Campaigner (Temporary)
Ayendri Riddell, Campaigner (On Leave)
Mazdak Gharibnavaz, Advocacy and 
Communications Specialist
Usman Mushtaq, Coordinator

Reach us at info@bchealthcoalition.ca 

Become a Member

Membership in the BC Health Coalition is 
open to all organizations and individuals 
who support the principles of the Canada 
Health Act, oppose privatization of health 
care, and support the principles of the 
Canadian Health Coalition's Call to Care 
Statement. Please go to our website for 
more information and to apply for 
membership.

3102 Main St Unit #302
Vancouver, BC V5T 3G7

www.bchealthcoalition.ca 
info@bchealthcoalition.ca

ANNUAL REPORT 2021
With new crises internationally (such 

as Afghan refugees to Canada seeking health 
care supports) and changes in the national 
political landscape (such as the call for a 
federal election by the Liberals), our Coalition 
members stepped up this year in the context of 
a continuing pandemic. Even though many 
were stretched, our meits
mbers continued to advocate for their 
communities and membership in health care. 

Our coalition was active on the national 
stage this year both before and during the 
federal election. We partnered with groups 
across the country to push for Pharmacare and 
long term care national standards. We also 
convened a national summit of experts on 
virtual care to develop a shared analysis of how
private health care apps are shaping our health
care system.

We took time this year for self-
reflection and education about anti-
Indigenous specific racism in our health care 
system. Recognizing reconciliation is a 
process, we started with our own education as 
a Steering Committee and engaged our general 
membership in discussion groups on the ‘In 
Plain Sight’ report.

We also know our work is never done! 
Whether it’s continuing to defend public 
health care in court or uncovering the impacts 
of burnout on frontline health care workers, we
have a long road ahead of us.

But we have your support. You are part 
of a network of 800,000 people in this province
who are determined to build a better public 
healthcare system. Let’s keep organizing 
alongside each other as our work continues.

Edith MacHattie & Barb Nederpel           Zarghoona Wakil
Labour Co-Chairs  Community Co-Chair
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