
Cambie vs British Columbians
The legal fight for Medicare continues

The Call for Federal Leadership
2015 is an election year and it is a crucial one for public healthcare. 

We can no longer allow the federal government to abdicate its crucial role in our 
public health care system. We need federal leadership to address the challenges 
our health care system is facing.  

This election is the perfect opportunity to:
Push all parties to develop a strong health care platform and create a national dialogue to highlight the challenges our sys-• 

tem is facing, and the public-based solutions that are necessary moving forward;
 Use health care as • the issue to encourage voters to get out and vote for a government who will lead on public health care.

BC Health Coalition’s Vote Pledge Campaign: How it works
People sign the pledge – adding their voices to the growing call for innovative action on health care. Pledges can be collected in person or • 
on-line.
BCHC reports back to pledge signers with an election guide – sharing information about key issues and showing where candidates and par-• 
ties stand on these issues. 
Together, we get out and vote on health care -  making sure people who care about strengthening public health care go to the polls and vote. • 

Strengthening public health care requires innovative solutions in many areas of the system. The BCHC will evaluate the national federal parties 
on their approaches to solutions that would strengthen and improve accessible health care in Canada.

For more information and to sign the pledge go to: 

www.votepublichealthcarebc.com

This year the BCHC continued to play a central role in a legal battle for 
Medicare. As intervenors in for-profit clinic owner Dr. Brian Day’s Consti-
tutional Challenge against BC’s health care law, we’ve worked tirelessly 
with allies in BC and across the country to raise awareness of this seri-
ous threat to Medicare. 

We were the voice for positive public solutions to the challenges 
Medicare faces in the media. On radio shows, Op-eds, and TV inter-
views, we shone the light on the evidence showing Day’s solution to 
our health system’s challenges is a false one: two-tier, for-profit health 
care will not improve the system, but will instead create a more expen-
sive and unequal system with longer waits in the public 
system. 

The trial for this case 
was postponed twice 
this past year and 

will go to trial in Fall 2015 at the earliest.

The first 6 month postponement in September 2014 was 
requested by Day’s lawyers ostensibly to seek a resolution 
between Day and the BC Government. During that time, the 
BCHC led the call for a resolution that would bring restitution 
for patients and get to the bottom of violations at Dr. Day’s clin-
ics. Over 1,600 people emailed the Minister of Health to call 
for immediate action.

Thanks to this public pressure, the Minister of Health publicly 
stated the government will be auditing other private for-profit 
clinics in B.C. This was a big success, as BCHC has been 
calling for these audits for years.

The second delay in March 2015 was due to the discovery by 
the BC Ministry of Health that there were many more docu-
ments related to the case that had not yet been examined by 
both parties.

When the case does go to 
trial, the BC Health Coalition 
will continue to participate as 
public interest intervenors to 
represent the vast majority of 
people in Canada who 
believe, like we do, that 
health care should be provid-
ed based on need, not ability 
to pay.

This year marked the one year 
anniversary of the end of the Health 
Accord, and once again, the BC Health 
Coalition joined allies across BC and 
Canada to call for a new health accord 
to strengthen Medicare in Canada.  

Many of our members across the 
province joined over 40 other or-
ganizations in the National Day of 
Action - and to raise awareness of 

the $5 billion cut to transfer payments to 
BC over the next 10 years. 

We continue to call on the federal govern-
ment to reverse planned health care cuts 
and return to the negotiation table with 
the provinces and territories to build a new 
health accord. BCHC at the Council of the Federation Meeting in Charlottetown August 

2015 with the Canadian Health Coaltion and other Provincial health 
coalitions. Once again the Federal Government was not at the table.

The Health Accord

BC Health Coalition and Canadian Doctors for Medicare 
call on the BC Government to uphold and strengthen public 
health care outside Cambie Cinic.

Arwork by April Magee - Health4All Social Media Team and Katie Raso - Canadian Doctors for Medicare.
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Edith MacHattie/Rachel Tutte, Health Sciences Association
Chris Kincaid, Hospital Employees Union 
Rick Turner, Kamloops Health Coalition 

Claudette Cardinal, Positive Living Society of BC
Ron Cameron, Society for the Protection & Care of Seniors
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Staff
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Member Organizations
411 Seniors Centre Society

BC Federation of Labour
BC Federation of Retired Union Members 
BC Government and Services Employees

   Union
BC Government Retired Employees 

   Association - New Westminster & District
BCYT-Building & Construction Trades 

   Council
Campbell River, Courtenay & District Labour 

Council
CUPE-BC

Castlegar & District Health Watch
Check Your Head

COPE 378
COSCO 

Council of Canadians – BC/Yukon
Council of Canadians - Campbell River 
Council of Canadians – Comox Valley

Council of Canadians  - Vancouver/Burnaby
East Kootenay District Labour Council

East Kootenay Railway Pensioners’ 
   Association

East Kootenay Seniors Coalition
Federation of Post-Secondary Educators of 

   BC
Fraser Valley Labour Council
Health Sciences Association
Hospital Employees Union 

HEU - 100 Mile House Local
HEU - Kamloops Thompson Local

HEU – Kaslo Local
HEU - Richmond Lions Manor Local

HEU - St Vincent’s Hospital Local
HEU - Tofino Local

Jewish Seniors Alliance of Greater Vancouver
Kamloops Health Coalition

Nelson and Area Society for Health/Support 
our Health Care

New Westminster & District Labour Council
Occupational First Aid Attendants 

   Association of BC
Old Age Pensioners - Williams Lake

Port Alberni & District Labour Council
Positive Living Society of BC
Positive Women’s Network

Professional Employees Union - Health 
Sciences Professional Chapter

REACH Centre Association
Retired Teachers’ Association of BC – 

   Kamloops
Save Our Northern Seniors

Seniors on Guard for Medicare
Society for the Protection & Care of Seniors

South Island Health Coalition
South Okanagan Boundary Labour Council

TSSU
Thompson Rivers University Students’ Union

Union of Psychiatric Nurses
Unitarian Church of Vancouver - Social 

Justice Committee
Unifor

The support in this province for public health care and the work that 
we do continues to give us hope, energy and motivation. British Co-
lumbians have written letters to the editor, attended rallies and work-
shops, sent emails to the Ministry of Health and sent donations to the 
BCHC and the Legal Defense Fund. 

We’re excited about our election campaign - if enough of us commit to 
vote for public health care, we can elect a government with a strong 
mandate to improve and strengthen health care that is based on 
need rather than ability to pay. We hope you help us get out the public 
health care vote in this year’s Federal election.

It is your diversity of voices that give us strength – and that is what is 
so great about being involved with a coalition. 

Thank you for fighting for public health care, and your support of the 
work we do.

                                                          and

Message from the BCHC Co-Chairs

2015 BC Friends of Medicare
Honorary Lifetime Membership Awards

Sharon Berry
Steering Committee Member & Volunteer 

Caryn Duncan
Community Co-Chair 2002-2005

Joyce Jones
Community Co-Chair 2005-2008


